
Wednesday, September 1, 2021– Christ`s Church Cathedral 

A SERVICE OF CHORAL EVENSONG  
 

THE FEAST DAY OF GILES 
ABBOT, SOUTHERN FRANCE, C. 720 

Officiant: The Dean 
Cantors: 

Anne Kae, John Janisse, Jeremy Ludwig; 
 

Director: 
Michael Bloss, Cathedral Director of  Music 

Choral Evensong offers an opportunity to gather and spend time in prayer while listening and 
participating in music that is especially selected to bring us into deeper understanding of  the 

mysteries of  our faith. Traditionally, Choral Evensong is based on the services held daily in the 
medieval church as arranged in the Book of  Common Prayer of  the Church of  England. The 

liturgical language is more traditional and the choir sings “on behalf ” of  the congregation when it 
comes to the canticles, responses and psalms.  

The feast day of  St. Giles the Abbot is celebrated on September 1. St. Giles is the patron saint of  
the mentally ill, the disabled, epileptics, childhood fears, and depression. St. Giles was born into a 

noble family in Athens, Greece in the seventh century.  After the death of  his parents, he 
distributed his inheritance to the poor.  He also became 

known for the gift of  miracles and healing he had received.  
Giles longed to live a life of  solitude, serving God as a 

recluse, away from all the praise and fame of  the world. He 
left Greece, sailing for France.  Everywhere he lived he 
became known for his gift of  miracles and healing.  He 

would have to flee once again to find a place to live in peace 
and solitude.  He first lived near the mouth of  the Rhone 
River.  Later he lived near the river Gard and finally he 

lived in the diocese of  Nimes.  His final dwelling place was 
deep in the forest in a cavern in a rock.  He occupied his 
time in prayer, praising God and meditating.  He was a 

vegetarian, living on herbs and roots.  His only companion 
was a red deer, which provided him with milk to drink. 

After several years of  living in complete solitude, the King 
of  France instituted a great hunt near where Giles lived.  

The hunters chased the deer which led them to the cave where 
Giles lived.  They shot an arrow into the cave, wounding the 

holy hermit.  They found him covered with blood with the deer lying at his feet.  When the king was 
told what had happened, he ordered him taken care of.  He came to see him offering him gifts.  St. 
Giles refused the gifts and the King’s request to leave his solitude. Before leaving the king asked if  
there was anything he could do for him, St. Giles said he would like a monastery built where they 

were standing. St. Giles became the Abbot of  the monastery which was soon built.  Several 



disciples joined him.  His fame continued to spread because of  his gift of  miracles.  The conversion 
of  the King was one of  these miracles. St. Giles made a pilgrimage to Rome to see the Pope.  He 
requested a blessing for his community which embraced the Rule of  St. Benedict. Not only did he 

receive a blessing but he received the gift of  two beautifully carved doors of  cedar wood for his 
church. Many sinners were converted because of  the prayers and miracles of  St. Giles.  St. Giles 
died on September 1, 725.  The miracles which took place near his tomb were so many that soon 

after his death a town began to grown and was named Giles. 

Organ – Fugue, Chorale and Epilogue  Herbert Howells 

Words of  Welcome 

Introit – God is a Spirit   William Sterndale Bennett 

God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth, for the Father 
seeketh such to worship him. 

Sentence – If  any serve me, the Father will honour them   John 12.26 

The Preces       Jason Smart 

V.  O Lord, open thou our lips. 
R.  And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

V.  O God, make speed to save us. 
R.  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

V.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
R.  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 

V.  Praise ye the Lord. 
R. The Lord’s name be praised. 

Psalm 4 (Cum invocarem) 



 
Answer me when I call, O God, defender / of  my / cause; * 
    you set me free when I am hard-pressed; 
    have mercy on / me and / hear my / prayer. 

"You mortals, how long will you dis- / honour • my / glory; * 
    how long will you worship dumb idols 
    --- / and run / after • false / gods?" 

Know that the LORD does wonders / for the / faithful; * 
    when I call u- /pon the • LORD, / he will / hear me. 

Tremble, then, and / do not / sin; * 
    speak to your heart in / silence • up- / on your / bed. 

Offer the ap- / pointed / sacrifices * 
    and / put your / trust in • the / LORD. 

Many are saying, 
"Oh, that we might see / better / times!" * 
    Lift up the light of  your / countenance up- •on / us, O / LORD. 

You have put gladness / in my / heart, * 
    more than when grain and / wine and / oil in- / crease. 

I lie down in peace; at once I / fall as- / leep; * 
    for only you, LORD, / make me / dwell in / safety. 

 
Glory be to the Father and / to the / Son; 
  and / to the / Ho-ly / Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and / ever / shall be; 
  world without / end. A- / --- / men. 

Psalm 5 Verba mea auribus 



 
Give ear to my / words, O / LORD; * 
    con- / sider • my / medi- / tation. 

Hearken to my cry for help, my / King and • my / God, * 
    for I / make my / prayer to / you. 

In the morning, LORD, you / hear my / voice; * 
    early in the morning I make my ap- / peal and / watch for / you. 

For you are not a God who takes / pleasure • in / wickedness, * 
    and evil / cannot / dwell with / you. 

Braggarts cannot / stand in • your / sight; * 
    you / hate all • those / who work / wickedness. 

You destroy / those who • speak / lies; * 
    the bloodthirsty and de-/ ceitful, • O / LORD, you • ab- / hor. 
  
But as for me, through the greatness of  your mercy I will 
    go / into • your / house; * 
    I will bow down toward your holy / temple • in / awe of  / you. 
   
Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness, 
because of  those who lie in / wait for / me; * 
    make / your way / straight be- / fore me. 
  
For there is no / truth in • their / mouth; * 
    there is de- / struction / in their / heart; 
  
Their throat is an / open / grave; * 
    they / flatter / with their / tongue. 
   



 

Declare them / guilty, • O / God; * 
    let them / fall, be- / cause of  • their / schemes. 
   
Because of  their many transgressions / cast them / out, * 
    for / they have • re- / belled a- / gainst you. 
   
But all who take refuge in you / will be / glad; * 
    they will sing / out their / joy for / ever. 
  
You will / shelter / them, * 
    so that those who / love your / Name may • ex- / ult in you. 
   
2nd  For you, O LORD, will / bless the / righteous; * 
    you will defend them with your / favour • as / with a / shield. 

 
Glory be to the Father and / to the / Son; 
  and / to the / Ho-ly / Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and / ever / shall be; 
  world without / end. A- / --- / men. 

The First Lesson (2 Kings 17: 24-end) 
The king of  Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Avva, Hamath, and 
Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of  Samaria in place of  the people of  
Israel; they took possession of  Samaria, and settled in its cities. When they first 
settled there, they did not worship the Lord; therefore the Lord sent lions among 
them, which killed some of  them. So the king of  Assyria was told, “The nations that 
you have carried away and placed in the cities of  Samaria do not know the law of  
the god of  the land; therefore he has sent lions among them; they are killing them, 
because they do not know the law of  the god of  the land.”  Then the king of  
Assyria commanded, “Send there one of  the priests whom you carried away from 
there; let him go and live there, and teach them the law of  the god of  the land.”  So 



one of  the priests whom they had carried away from Samaria came and lived in 
Bethel; he taught them how they should worship the Lord. 
But every nation still made gods of  its own and put them in the shrines of  the high 
places that the people of  Samaria had made, every nation in the cities in which they 
lived;  the people of  Babylon made Succoth-benoth, the people of  Cuth made 
Nergal, the people of  Hamath made Ashima; the Avvites made Nibhaz and Tartak; 
the Sepharvites burned their children in the fire to Adrammelech and Anammelech, 
the gods of  Sepharvaim. They also worshiped the Lord and appointed from among 
themselves all sorts of  people as priests of  the high places, who sacrificed for them 
in the shrines of  the high places. So they worshiped the Lord but also served their 
own gods, after the manner of  the nations from among whom they had been carried 
away. To this day they continue to practice their former customs. 
They do not worship the Lord and they do not follow the statutes or the ordinances 
or the law or the commandment that the Lord commanded the children of  Jacob, 
whom he named Israel. The Lord had made a covenant with them and commanded 
them, “You shall not worship other gods or bow yourselves to them or serve them 
or sacrifice to them, but you shall worship the Lord, who brought you out of  the 
land of  Egypt with great power and with an outstretched arm; you shall bow 
yourselves to him, and to him you shall sacrifice. The statutes and the ordinances 
and the law and the commandment that he wrote for you, you shall always be careful 
to observe. You shall not worship other gods; you shall not forget the covenant that 
I have made with you. You shall not worship other gods, but you shall worship the 
Lord your God; he will deliver you out of  the hand of  all your enemies.”  They 
would not listen, however, but they continued to practice their former custom. 
So these nations worshiped the Lord, but also served their carved images; to this day 
their children and their children’s children continue to do as their ancestors did. 
Here ends the lesson 
Thanks be to God 

Magnificat   Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in G – Charles Wood 

My soul doth magnify the Lord and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded the lowliness of  his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm he hath scattered the proud in the 
imagination of  their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat and hath exalted the humble and 
meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel as he promised to our 
forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 



The Second Lesson (John 4: 1-26) 
Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard, “Jesus is making and 
baptizing more disciples than John” —although it was not Jesus himself  but his 
disciples who baptized— he left Judea and started back to Galilee. But he had to go 
through Samaria. So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of  
ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, 
tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 
A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”  
(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, 
“How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of  me, a woman of  Samaria?” (Jews do not 
share things in common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If  you knew the gift 
of  God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked 
him, and he would have given you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you 
have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you 
greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his 
flocks drank from it?” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of  this water will be 
thirsty again, but those who drink of  the water that I will give them will never be 
thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of  water gushing up 
to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never 
be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” 
Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” The woman answered 
him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no 
husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your 
husband. What you have said is true!” The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you 
are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place 
where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, 
the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor 
in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for 
salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as 
these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in 
spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is 
called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” Jesus said to her, 
“I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 
Here ends the lesson 
Thanks be to God 

The Nunc Dimittis  Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in G – Charles Wood 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy word. For mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation; Which thou hast prepared before the face of  all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of  thy people Israel.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 



as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen. 

The Apostle’s Creed 
Officiant and People  
I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
maker of  heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried: 
he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy catholic Church; 
the Communion of  Saints; the forgiveness of  sins; 
the Resurrection of  the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

The Responses      Jason Smart 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
Choir And with thy spirit. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

The Choir sings: 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Our Father 
which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 



Amen. 

V.  O Lord, show thy mercy upon us. 
R.  And grant us thy salvation. 

V.  O Lord, save the Queen. 
R.  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

V.  Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
R.  And make thy chosen people joyful. 

V.  O Lord, save thy people. 
R.  And bless thine inheritance. 

V.  Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
R.  Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 

V.  O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
R.  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

The Collects 
ALMIGHTY and merciful God, of  whose only agift it cometh that thy faithful 
people do unto thee true and laudable service: Grant, we beseech thee, that we may 
so faithfully serve thee in this life, that we fail not finally to attain thy heavenly 
promises; through the merits of  Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
ALMIGHTY God, who willest to be glorified in thy Saints, and didst raise up thy 
servant N. to shine as a light in the world: Shine, we pray thee, in our hearts, that we 
also in our generation may show forth thy praises, who hast called us out of  
darkness into thy marvellous light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
O GOD from whom all holy desires, all good counsels and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that our 
hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being 
defended from the fear of  our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness, 
through the merits of  Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen 
LIGHTEN our darkness we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 
us from all perils and dangers of  this night; for the love of  thy only Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
The Anthem- O Lord, thou has searched me out and known me – William Croft 

O LORD, thou hast searched me out and known me: 
 thou knowest my down-sitting and mine up-rising, 

 thou understandest my thoughts long before. 

Closing Prayers 



Officiant 
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication unto thee, and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the midst 
of  them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of  thy servants as may be 
best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of  thy truth, and in the world to 
come life everlasting. Amen.  

Officiant 
The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of  God, and the fellowship of  the 
Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 

Officiant The Lord be with you 
Choir And with thy Spirit. 

Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
Choir Thanks be to God. 

Hymn –The Lord is here 

 

Voluntary – Autumn Winds Unleashed from Ex Mari Talivaldis Kenins 

 
NEXT WEDNESDAY: SEPTEMBER 8 



A SERVICE OF EVENING PRAYER 
THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Music for Women’s Voices with Michael Bloss and The Dean 
 

Music and Hymn Texts reprinted as well as podcasts rights covered under OneLicense.net 
A-707055. 


