
Worship Outline September 5, 2021 

A service with Holy Communion 

The Final week of our Summer Worship Series:  Beguiled by Beauty 

 

Welcome and Land Acknowledgement  

 

Gathering [recorded] 

 

Opening prayer  

 

Divine Goodness, Holy One, 

Pause us for this moment, 

bear us up in this time, 

hold us for eternity. 

We offer ourselves in connection with you. 

We allow ourselves this love from you. 

We release ourselves into your presence. 

And all the people say, “Amen.” 

 

Hymn:   VU 374  “Come and Find the Quiet Centre” 

 

Lectio Divina  

 

Beauty occurs in many ways through our rituals.  Divina is of Latin and Italian origin, meaning 

“divine or heavenly”.  It is also a variant of Davina (Hebrew), meaning “loved one”.  In this 

series we will encounter the Divine Loved One through “Lectio Divina” with scripture, through 

“Sermo Divina”–the Latin origin of the word “sermon”–and through “Visio Divina”–images, 

music, and poetry.  All of these are portals into a sensate experience of the holy.  Some forms 

will pique your cognitive mind, but you can also allow some to simply wash over you, infusing 

your psyche and soul with a mysterious sense of wonder.  

 

Scripture:  Ezekiel 31:3-7  

  Psalm 139, an adaptation 

 

Reflection:  Sermo Divina  

 

Visio Divina with images offered by the Brechin United Community  

 

Prayers of Confession and the Disciple’s Prayer  

 

Offering 

 

Passing of the Peace  

 

Hymn:   MV 198 “When We Gather at the Table” 

 



Communion 

Invitation:  

We move now to sharing in communion.  In this ritual of remembering and receiving, our tables 

become The Table of Christ’s radical and loving community.  At our tables small portions of 

food and drink are transformed in to nourishment for the whole self: body, mind and spirit. 

Bread and cracker and muffin and juice or tea from our kitchens are shared as part of a meal 

which has sustained questioners and followers from generation to generation.  At this meal what 

God has declared clean, beautiful, acceptable beyond measure will never be declared profane 

and unacceptable.  In all of who you are, you are welcome here.  In all of your love and fear and 

joy and hurt, you are welcome here.  

(you are invited to move your food and drink items to sit in front of you.  When prayers have 

been offered, we will invite all to eat and drink together)  

The Holy One be with you 

And also with you 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to God. 

Let us give thanks to the One who guides our life together. 

It is our joy to offer gratitude and praise. 

God, you never promised us that way would be clear.  You have, however, created us in your 

image - the image of One who is Wisdom, who is Love, who is Courage.  You breathed your life 

into us with the assurance that we have, within and around us, everything we need to be your 

faithful people.  Though we sometimes act in disregard for your call on our collective life, still 

you show up with and for us, relentlessly.  And so we join with all the saints who have gone 

before in gratitude for your abiding presence when we say: 

Holy, holy, holy One, God of power and presence 

all that is, is full of your glory 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of Love 

Sacred is your presence and blessed is Christ with us. 

Through the life of Jesus we saw an example of what it means to navigate an uncertain path, 

practice creative ministry, and face with courage and compassion all the barriers that work 

against your Spirit on the move.  

Jesus lived and breathed a ministry rooted in your Love for all people.  He prioritized the lives of 

those who are suffering and showed us what it looks like to be with and for one another, even 

under great distress.  Though evil attempted to silence his proclamation of an all inclusive 

Kindom of God, not even death could keep Love from growing. 

On the night in which he was arrested, he gathered among friends for a meal. 

He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread and shared it with his disciples saying,  

"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me."  



(You are invited to break open the food you have prepared for communion if you haven’t 

already) 

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:  

"Drink from this, all of you; this is the cup of the new covenant.  Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me." 

(You are invited to pour out the beverage you have prepared for communion if you haven’t 

already) 

And so, in remembrance of Christ with us, and in the assurance of your Love persistent, we offer 

our lives, our ministries, and our church in the service of your healing work as we proclaim the 

mystery of our faith: 

Christ has died; Christ has risen; Christ will come again. 

Pour out your Spirit on this community and these gifts.  Make them a taste of your Kindom 

through Christ with us, that we might leave the Table both nourished by your Love and still 

hungry for justice for all your people. 

Bread for the journey, and the cup of blessing.  

(we share in eating and drinking together) 

Post-Communion Prayer:  

God, we give you thanks!  For this meal that nourishes us in body and spirit.  For a taste of your 

dreams.  For the earth that cares for us in every meal, every breath.  And for these bodies of ours 

through which you take on flesh.  May our gratitude produce faithfulness and our faithfulness 

produce justice.  Amen. 

Benediction  

The world is so varied and beautiful.  

Seek wisdom wherever it is to be found. 

And may the goodness of the Creator, 

the companionship of the Christ, 

and the insight of the Spirit, 

infuse your life now and always.  

Amen. 

 

Sung Response:  “For the Beauty of the Earth”  refrain  

 

(Gathering, opening prayer, recorded liturgy designed by Marcia McFee, music by Chuck Bell. 

www.worshipdesignstudio.com. Visio divina created with contributed photos on Canva.com. 

Communion liturgy and Benediction from contributors of Enfleshed: Enfleshed.com). 

http://www.worshipdesignstudio.com/

