
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
September 5,  2021

Fifteenth  Sunday in Pentecost



Prelude

Softly and Tenderly
arranged by M. Hayes



Confession and Absolution

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.



P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen



P: If we say we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins,
God who is faithful and just 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.



P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves.



For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.



P: In the mercy of almighty God, 
Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister
of the Church of Christ, and by his authority,
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen



















P/A: Grace to you and Peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

C: And also to you.



THE KYRIE











THE HYMN OF PRAISE



Hymn of Praise



Hymn of Praise



Hymn of Praise



Hymn of Praise



Hymn of Praise



Hymn of Praise



Hymn of Praise



Prayer of the 
Day 

P:    The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.



P: Let us pray. 
Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform 
sickness into health and death into life. Open us to 
the power of your presence, and make us a people 
ready to proclaim your promises to the whole 
world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord.

C: Amen.

The assembly is seated.



FIRST READING: Isaiah 35: 4- 7a

A reading from Isaiah.
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart,

“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.

He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.

He will come and save you.”



5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;

6 then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;

7a the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water.



Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING: JAMES 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17
A reading from James.
1 My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of 
favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus 
Christ? 2 For if a person with gold rings and in fine 
clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person 
in dirty clothes also comes in, 3 and if you take notice of 
the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat 
here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, 
“Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,”



4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and 
become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved 
brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the 
world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom 
that he has promised to those who love him? 6 But you 
have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress 
you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7 Is it not 
they who blaspheme the excellent name that was 
invoked over you?



8 You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to 
the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
9 But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever 
keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become 
accountable for all of it. 



[11For the one who said, “You shall not commit 
adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you 
do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have 
become a transgressor of the law. 12So speak and so 
act as those who are to be judged by the law of 
liberty. 13For judgment will be without mercy to 
anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs 
over judgment.] 



14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say 
you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save 
you? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily 
food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; 
keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not 
supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that?
17 So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.
Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.









GOSPEL: MARK 7:24-37
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. 
He entered a house and did not want anyone to know 
he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,25but a 
woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit 
immediately heard about him, and she came and 
bowed down at his feet. 



26 Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician 
origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her 
daughter. 27 He said to her, “Let the children be fed 
first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and 
throw it to the dogs.” 28 But she answered him, “Sir, 
even the dogs under the table eat the children’s 
crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you 
may go—the demon has left your daughter.”



30 So she went home, found the child lying on the 
bed, and the demon gone.

31 Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and 
went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in 
the region of the Decapolis. 32 They brought to him a 
deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and 
they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33 He took 
him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put 
his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his 
tongue. 



34 Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to 
him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35 And 
immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was 
released, and he spoke plainly. 36 Then Jesus 
ordered them to tell no one; but the more he 
ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed 
it. 37 They were astounded beyond measure, saying, 
“He has done everything well; he even makes the 
deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”



The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



HOMILY











Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.



I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.



On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers
P/A: Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we 

pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.



P/A: We pray for the church, that it is a safe haven for 
all who seek your presence. Fill it with pastors, 
deacons, and leaders who echo your expansive 
and generous welcome. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P/A We pray for the whole of creation, that plants 
and animals have the habitat and resources to 
thrive and flourish. Inspire us to protect 
threatened habitats and ensure a sustainable 
future for generations to come. Lord, in your 
mercy,

C hear our prayer.



P/A: We pray for individuals in positions of 
authority (national and local leaders may be 
named). Raise up wise and discerning leaders 
in federal, state, and local governments and 
guide them to seek the benefit of every 
person. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P/A: We pray for all who are in need. Support 
and encourage those who are unemployed, 
underemployed, or experiencing poverty. 
Bring food, shelter, clothes, and stability for 
daily life. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P/A: We pray for this congregation, especially 
those beginning a new school year (students, 
teachers, or others may be named here). 
Empower teachers and school administrators. 
Guide students in their learning and 
development. Accompany parents, foster 
parents, and caregivers who provide 
encouragement and love. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P/A: We give thanks for the faithful departed who 
showed us how to honor God with our heart. 
Inspire us by their example and renew our faith, 
trusting that we will be united with them in glory. 
Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our 
hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.

C: Amen



Presentation of the 
Bread and Wine for the 

Eucharistic Feast



Presentation of the 
Bread and Wine for the 

Eucharistic Feast



1

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost, but now am found;
was blind, but now I see.



2

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;

how precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!



3

Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;

'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.



4

The Lord has promised good to me;
his word my hope secures;

he will my shield and portion be
as long as life endures.



5

When we've been there ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,

we've no less days to sing God's praise
than when we'd first begun.









P/A: Let us pray.
God of love, you call us beloved children
and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.
Abide with us and send us in service
to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved 
Child, Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.







It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, 
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:







P: Blessed are you,
O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. . . 



P: With this precious body and blood we
remember our Lord’s Passover from death to
life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

C: Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.



P: O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts that you provide.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.

C: Come, Holy Spirit.



P: Reveal yourself to us
in the body and blood of your Son.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth, burning with justice,
peace, and love.

C: Come, Holy Spirit.



P: Your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
now and forever.

C: Amen.



P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us 
to pray.

C: Our Father,  who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



P: Behold the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world.

C: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word and I shall be healed.



Lamb of God

Assembly may be seated









Glory to His Name
arranged  by M. Jordan



P/A: Let us pray.
God of abundance, with this bread of life
and cup of salvation you have united 
us with Christ, making us one with all your people.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love
to the world and continue forever
in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.



P: The Lord bless you and keep you, 
and empower you to bless 
and keep those around you.

The Lord's face shine on you 
with grace and mercy,

as you share that grace
and mercy with all that you meet.



The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you ☩ peace,
and let that peace shine 
through you for all the world to see. 

C: Amen.



Announcements

God Sightings

Celebrations



SENDING HYMN











Postlude

God of our Fathers
arranged by L. Grant


