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If you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ.   
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes all to 

his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host and our food, 
bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field and vineyard. 

Lectionary 23 September 5, 2021 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude  

Welcome 

You may stand. 
Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose teaching is life, 
whose presence is sure, 
and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
Free us from our sin, gracious God. 
Listen when we call out to you for help. 
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Amen. 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 

James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich visitor with more 
honor than the poor one. Jesus himself seems to show partiality in his first response to the Sy-
rophoenician woman in today’s gospel. Was he testing her faith in saying Gentiles don’t deserve 
the goods meant for God’s children? Or was he speaking out of his human worldview, but trans-
cended those limits when she took him by surprise with her reply? Either way, the story tells us 
that God shows no partiality. Everyone who brings a need to Jesus is received with equal honor 
as a child and heir. 
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Gathering Hymn Spirit, Open My Heart   

Greeting 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 

Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: Let us pray. Gracious God, 

All: throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death into life. 
Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to 
proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our 
healer and redeemer. Amen. 

WORD 

You may be seated. 

Children’s Word 
Reading James 2:1-17  

Faithful Christians do not show partiality to the rich and powerful of the world, 
especially at the expense of the poor and weak. Likewise, faith does not pay mere lip 
service to God’s will. Instead, a living Christian faith expresses itself in acts of 
compassion and mercy for those in need. 

Lector: A reading from James. 

1My brothers and sisters, do you with your 
acts of favoritism really believe in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person 
with gold rings and in fine clothes comes 

into your assembly, and if a poor person in 
dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take 
notice of the one wearing the fine clothes 
and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while 

Refrain 
 Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain 

of living. 
 As you love may I love, in receiving and 

in giving. 
 Spirit, open my heart. 
 
1 God, replace my stony heart 
 with a heart that's kind and tender. 
 All my coldness and fear 
 to your grace I now surrender.  Refrain 

 
2 Write your love upon my heart 
 as my law, my goal, my story. 
 In each thought, word, and deed, 
 may my living bring you glory.  Refrain 
 
3 May I weep with those who weep; 
 share the joy of friend and neighbor. 
 As I live from day to day, 
 love will be my finest labor.  Refrain 
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Lector: Word of God, word of life.  All:   Thanks be to God. 

You may stand. 

Gospel Acclamation 

to the one who is poor you say, “Stand 
there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4have you not 
made distinctions among yourselves, and 
become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, 
my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not 
God chosen the poor in the world to be rich 
in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that 
he has promised to those who love him? 
6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not 
the rich who oppress you? Is it not they 
who drag you into court? 7Is it not they 
who blaspheme the excellent name that was 
invoked over you? 
  8You do well if you really fulfill the 
royal law according to the scripture, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But 
if you show partiality, you commit sin and 
are convicted by the law as transgressors. 
10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails 
in one point has become accountable for all 

of it. 11For the one who said, “You shall not 
commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not 
murder.” Now if you do not commit 
adultery but if you murder, you have 
become a transgressor of the law. 12So 
speak and so act as those who are to be 
judged by the law of liberty. 13For judgment 
will be without mercy to anyone who has 
shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over 
judgment. 
  14What good is it, my brothers and 
sisters, if you say you have faith but do not 
have works? Can faith save you? 15If a 
brother or sister is naked and lacks daily 
food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in 
peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and 
yet you do not supply their bodily needs, 
what is the good of that? 17So faith by itself, 
if it has no works, is dead. 
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Gospel  Mark 7:24-37  
In Mark’s gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in Jesus’ 
ministry. Here, a conversation with a Syrophoenician woman marks the beginning of his 
mission to the Gentiles. 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Mark. All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.   All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
You may be seated. 

Message  Pastor Clark Brown 

You may stand. 

Hymn of the Day Healer of Our Every Ill   # 612 

24Jesus set out and went away to the region 
of Tyre. He entered a house and did not 
want anyone to know he was there. Yet he 
could not escape notice,25but a woman 
whose little daughter had an unclean spirit 
immediately heard about him, and she 
came and bowed down at his feet. 26Now 
the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenici-
an origin. She begged him to cast the de-
mon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, 
“Let the children be fed first, for it is not 
fair to take the children’s food and throw it 
to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, 
even the dogs under the table eat the chil-
dren’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For 
saying that, you may go—the demon has 
left your daughter.” 30So she went home, 
found the child lying on the bed, and the 
demon gone. 
  31Then he returned from the region of 
Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards 

the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the De-
capolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man 
who had an impediment in his speech; and 
they begged him to lay his hand on him. 
33He took him aside in private, away from 
the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, 
and he spat and touched his tongue. 34Then 
looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to 
him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 
35And immediately his ears were opened, 
his tongue was released, and he spoke 
plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell 
no one; but the more he ordered them, the 
more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They 
were astounded beyond measure, saying, 
“He has done everything well; he even 
makes the deaf to hear and the mute to 
speak.” 

 Refrain 
 Healer of our ev'ry ill, 
 light of each tomorrow, 
 give us peace beyond our fear, 
 and hope beyond our sorrow. 
 

1 You who know our fears and sadness, 
 grace us with your peace and gladness; 

 Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts.   
 Refrain 
 

2 In the pain and joy beholding 
 how your grace is still unfolding, 
 give us all your vision, God of love.  
 Refrain 
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Prayers of Intercession 
You may stand, kneel, or sit for the prayers. 
After each portion of the prayers:   

Assisting Minister: ...God, in your mercy. 
All: hear our prayer. 

The prayers conclude: 
Assisting Minister: ...through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
All: Amen. 

MEAL 

Peace 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.     
All:   And also with you. 
You are welcome to share Christ’s peace with those near you or using the comment 
section on YouTube. 

Announcements 

Gathering of the Gifts 
Let us remember to offer ourselves—our time, our abilities, our possessions–for the 
ongoing ministry of St. Timothy and the wider church.  You may continue to send in 
your offering by postal mail or use our online giving option at www.sttim.org. 

You may stand. 

Offering Prayer 
Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  God of abundance, 

All:   you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the 
heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the 
offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

3 Give us strength to love each other, 
 ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother; 
 Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.   
 Refrain 
 

4 You who know each thought and feeling, 
 teach us all your way of healing; 
 Spirit of compassion, fill each heart.   
 Refrain 



7 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

Pastor:  Holy God, our Maker…  
Pastor: ...in your Holy Church, now and forever. 
All: Amen. 

Pastor:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen 

or 
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Pastor: All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready. 
All: Thanks be to God! 

You may be seated. We receive the body and blood of Christ and share in the life of God 
as we accept the bread and wine or grape juice, and hear the words: “The body of 
Christ given for you” and “the blood of Christ shed for you.” 

Communion Song God Extends an Invitation  # 486  

Communion Song A Place at the Table   
You may stand 

ENGLISH 
 God extends an invitation 
 to the table of creation, 
 where there's wine and light and bread. 
 Here we gather in thanksgiving 
 and we offer all our living. 
 Here the feast of life is spread; 
 here the feast of life is spread. 
 

SPANISH 
 Nuestro Padre nos invita 
 a la mesa de la vida, 
 donde hay vino, luz y pan; 
 y nosotros nos reunimos, 
 y lo nuestro compartimos, 
 pues así es la comunión; 
 pues así es la comunión. 
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Worship Leaders 

Presiding Minister— Pastor Clark Brown 
Musician— Desma Johnson 
Cantors— Adrian and Bob Johannsen  
Assisting Minister— Ida Barber  
Streaming Video— Jon Gerdes  
Audio— Jim Helgason  

Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
Holy Communion Setting 8, Text and Music: Beech, Cain, Friesen-Carper, Kadidlo, Olson, Ylvisaker © 1970, 1990, 1995, 1999, 2006. 
Spirit, Open My Heart, Text: Ruth Duck, Text © 1996 Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved. 
Healer of Our Every Ill, Text: Marty Haugen, © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. 
God Extends an Invitation, Text: Miria T. Kolling; Spanish and English tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, © 1998 Augsburg Fortress. 
A Place at the Table, Text: Shirley Erena Murray © 1998, Hope Publishing Co. 
He Who Began a Good Work in You, Text: Jon Mohr © 1987 Jonathan Mark Music admin. Gaither Music; and Birdwing Music, admin. EMI Christian 
Music Pub.  

All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 
Augsburg License #23225     ⬧     CCLI License #2883346     ⬧     OneLicense License #A-706342 

Prayer After Communion 
Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you 

turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world 
with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, 
our Savior.. 

All:   Amen. 

SENDING 
Benediction 

Pastor: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The 

holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

Sending Song He Who Began a Good Work in You   

Dismissal 

Assisting Minister: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 

All:   Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 

He who began a good work in you, 
he who began a good work in you 
will be faithful to complete it, 

will be faithful to complete it. 
He who started the work 
will be faithful to complete it in you. 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

September 5, 2021 

LECTIONARY 23 

Wrestling with God 

At first glance, the gospel this week rankles a bit. What is Jesus doing to this poor 
woman in his interaction with her? Is he insulting her, calling her and her daughter 
“dogs”? Is he practicing racism, holding out the people of Israel as more deserving of his 
attention? Is he making her “earn” her daughter’s healing and salvation? Certainly not. 
The scriptures clearly testify that Jesus is without sin (Hebrews 4:15). But scripture also 
testifies to several instances when individuals wrestle with God, the promises God gives, 
and the faith needed to trust them. Jacob (Genesis 32:22-32), Job, Mary and Martha 
(John 11:1-44), and Peter (Acts 10:9-23) are but a few examples of individuals in the 
Bible who tussle with God and God’s call on their lives. This week’s passage is similar. 
Jesus does not mock the Syrophoenician woman; rather, he engages her. He pushes back 
against her initial request in order to draw out of her an even stronger confession of 
faith. She is no longer just a desperate mother hoping against hope, but a woman of faith 
who knows deep in her soul that all people—even Gentiles, even her daughter, even she 
herself—are beloved and fed by God. 

We too can have experiences like this woman, and the others throughout scripture, did. 
We live through events or seasons that force us to confront the God who loves us, who 
has created and redeemed us. At times you may have found yourself wrestling with God, 
demanding blessings, challenging truth, promising devotion, fighting for every last 
ounce of faith to get you through. These situations are not always immediately pleasant. 
But take heart—the Holy Spirit promises to bring you through to the other side, faith 
intact and blessings bestowed. May you be “astounded beyond measure” (Mark 7:37) at 
the works of the Lord. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
 

Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Colombia, died 1654 

Thursday, September 9, 2021 

Born into Spanish nobility, Claver became a Jesuit missionary, and served in present-
day Colombia. His ministry was focused on the slaves that arrived there. He gave them 
food and medicine, learned their dialects, and taught them Christianity. 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003225. 
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Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

Please remember in your prayers: 

Diane Bakhit who is recovering for neck surgery. 

Josh Bakhit who has a brain tumor. 

Phyllis Cook who has a lung condition. 

Ed Olson, undergoing cancer treatment . 

Sandy Hoskin, undergoing cancer treatment again. 

For the friends and family of David Holland. 

Colbie Schueneman, grandniece of Adrian, with a neurodegenerative disease.  

Dawn Stallings, daughter of Dolores, who has suffered a stroke.   

 

Healthcare workers and essential workers on the front line of the pandemic. 

All service members, fire fighters, and police officers (and their families). 

For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees. 

For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, and the entire  

Sierra Pacific Synod, and for our leaders and for the leaders throughout the 
world. 

Torie Hamilton 

Rodger Marty 

Bonnie Bennett 

Jim McMullins 

Bill Reynolds 

Mary Lee Slater 

Marjonie Gabriel 

Tom Brown 

Aaron Grieg 

Byron Heppert 

Jacqueline Graham 

Gloria Llenaresas 

Riley Ann Holland 

Ronnie Lyons 

Irene McCloud 

Thomas Ansley 

Linda Henderson 

Beverly Schneideman 

Justice Gaudoin 

Peter Kracht 

Isabella Silva 

Flowers on altar are given by Johannsen's in celebration of 
Adrian's birthday on August 29th. 

Please enjoy the artwork of Susan Smith in the Narthex. 

September is a Faith Giving Month 

What is Faith Giving?  In order to close a budget gap, our congregation voted to encour-
age all members to give one extra weekly offering once per quarter.  During the last 
month of each quarter, we remind ourselves that this is a Faith Giving month. Blessings 
for your generosity. 
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Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 
home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 
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NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Re-Opening Progress: You are welcome to worship in person in the sanctuary and you do 
not need to RSVP. We are still wearing masks during worship. We are welcome to socialize 
outside following worship. 

• Assisting Minister and Live Streaming Volunteers Needed: Training is available for both 
of these tasks that are so important to our worship life.  Please contact Pastor Clark if you 
would be able to serve at (831) 375-2042 or email pastorclark@sttim.org. 

• Study, pray, and discuss during the week: Join Pastors Clark and Tony: Wednesday 2 PM 
Bible Study and the Pastors’ Forum on Sunday at 11:15 AM, all on Zoom and/or in per-
son. Email pastorclark@sttim.org for more information. 

• Online Worship and Social Hour: All Sunday services including bulletins are online on 
sttim.org. Information for worship and the social hour will be emailed each week. If you 
want to be on our email list or have questions, email/call/text Pastor Clark at pastor-
clark@sttim.org or 831-521-1818. 

• Preparing for communion:  Our online Sunday worship will include communion.  As you 
feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside some bread or crackers, and 
some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you need any of these items, please con-
tact Ida Barber. 

• Prayer Concerns: Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or changed prayer concerns at 
375-1043. 

• Offering: Please remember your offerings to St. Timothy.  Offering can be mailed to the 
church office, sent automatically using your bank, or online by visiting our website 
www.sttim.org. 

• Volunteer to help Thomas Carman Food Pantry and provide food for needy households 
and individuals. YOU CAN HELP! Sign up to volunteer on the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
from 3-6 pm, loading and passing out bags at the Epiphany Lutheran and Episcopal Church 
at the corner of Carmel and California Avenues in the City of Marina. Address: 425 Carmel 
Ave, Marina CA. Contact Debby Love-Sudduth at 408-499-4984 or email Rd-
sudd@comcast.net.  

mailto:Rd-sudd@comcast.net
mailto:Rd-sudd@comcast.net

