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Approaching the Promised Land, Part III 

 

If you haven’t had a chance to read the first two parts of this series, please check them 
out in the July and August newsletters. If you didn’t save the e-mail, you can find them 
on our website, www.popportage.org, by scrolling down to the Latest News section and 
clicking on ―Tidings of Peace.‖ Once there, scroll down to the list of downloadable issues 
from past months. You can also request printed copies by contacting Tamara at the 
church office: 269-343-3453. 

 

I’ve been writing about liminal space and how we use our time between what we were 
before COVID changed everything and what we’re becoming as God calls us through the 
pandemic wilderness into the promised land on the other side, whatever it may be. 

 

Over the last two months, I’ve asked you to consider questions about how our               
community of faith has shaped you and how you’ve been part of shaping the                  
community. I’ve asked you to talk about these things in small groups and committee 
meetings, and to think about the impact faith has made in your life and the world.           
Mostly, I’ve asked you to think about past events. Now it’s time to turn our attention to 
the present and future. 

 

Thinking about the present: What are the essential, central characteristics or ways of life 
that make our congregation unique? What makes us who we are? How are we different 
from other congregations and organizations in our community? What do you love most 
about POP? What keeps you involved here? 

 

Thinking about the future: Make three wishes for the future of our congregation.           
Describe what the church would look like as these wishes come true. Dream big!  

 

God’s power is boundless and the Holy Spirit often speaks through our dreams of what 
could be. I can’t wait to hear what God is up to in your dreams and ideas! Please send 
them to me at pastorrachel@popportage.org or by calling me at the office or on my cell.    

Shalom, 

Pastor Rachel 

http://www.popportage.org
mailto:pastorrachel@popportage.org
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What’s Happening at POP! 

Zoom Mid Week Bible Study                                                             

If you are interested in participating        

Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m.                            

Email Pastor Rachel & she will send you an invitation. 

The focus for this quarter is: Celebrating God.  Contact 

the office to make arrangements to get a study book.  

WOMEN’S SMALL GROUP . . .                                                        

Join us on Monday, September 13 and 27, 7 pm for our 
2021/2022 Bible Study/Christian Book discussions.               
We meet in person at church and/or via Zoom.                      
Contact Diane Snyder, dmsnyder1149@gmail.com for 
further details. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY                                                     

Meets September 4 at 10:00 in the Social Hall. Prayer 

Shawls are still available If you, or someone you know, 

would like the comfort of one of  these shawls, call            

Dianne Hellman, 323-9392, & she will get one to you. 

Quilters! We will be meeting on             
Tuesday, September 7 and Tuesday, 
September 21 at 9:30am. As always, pick-
up/drop-off times continue to be              
available during office hours. We look 
forward to seeing everyone in September.                                    
Questions: Sheryl Swodzinski  267-6274. 

Ladies Lunch Bunch will meet                                                   
Tuesday, September 21, 11:45 at the                                          

University Roadhouse, 1332 W Michigan Ave.                                                                                             
Join us for good food and fellowship! 

Bunko   Tuesday, September 14 @ 1:00 PM                                        

No lunch, just Bunko! Meet in the Social Hall & Flex 

Room. Contact Carla Hannemann at 269/216-3498 with 

questions. 

Five Senses Garden Tours – Sunday, September 26, at 
1 p.m. and 2 p.m. 

The Five Senses Garden is a small public garden located 
on the grounds of the Kennedy Center, part of the                
Kalamazoo Public Schools system. The garden was                 

designed to support the pro-
grams of the Center by                
engaging students in a setting 
that appeals to all five of the 
senses. The Garden serves 
clients of the Center for                 
Disability Studies, but is also 
a wonderful place for anyone 
to spend some time walking 
through the plantings, or    
sitting and enjoying the 
views throughout the year.  

 

Join Dick Hewitt and Paul MacNellis as they take you 
on a tour of the gardens and share some of its rich                 
history. Groups of 12-15 people are preferrable.  Please 
sign-up on the website to attend either the 1 p.m. tour or 
the 2 p.m. tour.  It’s free and the tour will take about 40 
minutes.  

 

The garden is located at 1411 Oakland Drive in                   
Kalamazoo, across Oakland Drive from both the               
Kalamazoo Center for Medical Studies (KCMS) and 
Western Michigan University’s College of Health and 
Human Services and its Center for Disability Services. 
There is a parking lot close to the entrance and the gar-
den is totally accessible. 

 

Trunk or Treat, Saturday, October 30, 4-6 p.m. 

Like last year, we are offering the opportunity for our 
children and their friends to join us for Trunk or Treat in 
the back parking lot.  If you would like to decorate your 
car and provide one of the trunks, that would be             
fantastic!  Trick or Treaters should bring non-perishable 
food items and place them in front of their favorite                
decorated trunk.  A sign-up and more details will be 
available soon. 

 

Moving Forward: We are hoping to be able to return to 
some of our favorite Fellowship events such as men’s 
breakfast with Pastor, Gingerbread House baking/
decorating, and the Holiday hors d’oeuvre party.   

Book Club                                                                                          
The Prince of Peace book club will be 
meeting at the church on September 15 

at 10:00am.  We will be discussing 
―Whistling Past The Graveyard‖ by                 
Susan Crandall.   

The book for Oct 20th is ―A Long Petal 
of the Sea‖ by Isabel Allende. 

I’m looking forward to seeing everyone. 
All are welcome to join us even if you 

haven’t read the book. 

mailto:dmsnyder1149@gmail.com
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Refugee Update 

Social Concerns  

 Connect 2021 was held on August 25 at the Kala-
mazoo Fairgrounds.  With  Covid-19 restrictions, high 
temperatures, and being 2 months ahead of the usual 
October date, we found our volunteers adapting to new 
difficulties. 45 booths were set up including vaccinations, 
health checks, hair cuts, housing help, legal help, free 
clothing, free lunch and fresh produce/food boxes from 
the West Michigan Food Bank. 

 Using a grant from the PoP Endowment Fund, 
we were able to secure 15 different products for the Free 
Store that we stocked and manned again this year. Items 
included toilet paper, paper towel, personal health kits, 
laundry detergent, anti bacteria wipes, diapers, diaper 
wipes, sanitizing cleaners, hand sanitizers, shampoo,      
lotion and more.  These items cannot be purchased with 
bridge or snap cards and are much needed. 

 More that 325 marginalized and homeless guests 
attended the event, even through the barriers, many 
wearing their Covid-19 immunization cards on lanyards 
around their necks. We know things will be different 
again next year, and look forward to our participation. 

 Many thanks to Paul, Marti, Jessie, Dale, Rob, 
Martha, Betsy, Yvonne, Pat, Micki, Sheryl, Joyce and 
Pastor  Rachel for serving and helping to meet and         
assist our many guests. 

 Now our focus turns to September 12, God’s 

Work Our Hands Day.  Join the rest of the ELCA for a 
day of service in His name throughout America.              
Activities are for all ages and include; Packing LWR 
backpacks Assembling  LWR Health kits Tying LWR 
quilts Working in the Jubilee Garden Working on            
Refugee projects Plyarning Prayer Shawl/fleece               
blanket tying 

 

Lunch will be served 
and we will get to work 

right after the                    
church service.                                  

Social Concerns is                        
looking forward to                 

seeing you all.  

Prince of Peace Volunteer Refugee Team 

On June 15, 2021, volunteers from the congregation of 
Prince of Peace answered the appeal to work with              
refugees settling in the Kalamazoo area. After discussion 
and soul searching, the volunteers decided to work with 
a single mom and 7 children from the Congo who had 
arrived around June 1. So the 2021 refugee team was     
established with the following members: Kim and James 
Banner lead the team of Caryann Banner, Claudia Lee, 
Lynne Wathen, Yvonne and Dale Gatz, Sarah Lindmark, 
Paul MacNellis, Kathey Oosterwal, Dennis & Betsy Stalk-
er, Diane Snyder, Julie and Larry Wentzel, Marti Haug, 
and Joyce Stout. 

The volunteers do so many things for the family it is 
hard to name them all but include: registering them for 
schools (high school, middle school, elementary and 
Head Start). Take them to doctor appointments, provide 
child care when Mom has appointments, putting up a 
clothesline, coordinate food donations, take them to 
baseball games, and the list goes on (and on and on).  

Why do they volunteer? Following are a few comments:  

I am volunteering because I feel strongly about refugee pro-
grams in America. Spiritually, I want to use whatever skills I 
have in social sciences in a way that is useful to others. The 
opportunity to volunteer through Prince of Peace & Samaritas 
felt like a way to do this and it has been very fulfilling. 

I love meeting people from all over the world!  I also know 
what it's like to try to communicate in a new language.                         
It feels wonderful to do my small part to help them on their 
road to independence. 

 

I want to give refugees, adults and children, the opportunity 
to excel in life and ensure our country can give them every 
advantage in life to succeed. 

 

So THANK YOU volunteers. And THANK YOU to the 
congregation of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church for 
your generous giving of dollars to purchase things like 
shoes, work clothes, and school supplies, for your                    
prayers, and most of all for ensuring that these families 
are given every chance to become contributing members 
of society. 
 
FYI. . . The family needs a small unit or shed of some 
kind to secure outdoor items does anyone have some-
thing like this that they would be willing to donate to 
this family to keep their possessions safe?  
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Thank You’s  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY TO OTHERS 

 Dear Members of POP, Thank you for your steady and 
generous support of S.W.E.L.L.*  Your gift enables us to 
continue giving birthday gifts to and meeting special 
needs of Samaritas’s foster children and young adults.  
Bikes, helmets and locks are important for those transi-
tioning to work.  May God bless you as you reach out to 
others.— Janet Gullickson                                                                    
*Sharing with Everyone Lutheran Love. 

 Thank you for giving the gift of clean water through your 
generous donation. Clean Water for the World com-
mits to being a good steward of these precious resources 
you have  shared by ensuring that access to clean water is 
given to those who lack potable water. — Krista Dover 

My fall semester is very busy. I am taking a full load of 
classes as well as working in the library and being the 
Greek TA. I am taking Intro to Theology, where we talk 
about what theology is and how it is formed and how 
everyone should be thinking about theology, which can 
be done in places like Bible study or in a hospital room. 
I also have Church History this semester, which I am 
really excited about. I love learning history and this 
semester we are covering basically the Church in Acts 
to just before the Protestant Reformation. I also have a 
class on the Letters and Theology of Paul, which I think 
is going to be interesting. My fourth class is Hebrew, 
which I am really looking forward to. Pastor Bobby has 
a passion for Hebrew that makes the class engaging. 
Finally, I have Field Ed. I am still at Ascension with 
Pastor Jackie. We have started choir rehearsals already, 
which has been fun. It is a very small choir, 6 or 7 of us.  

 

I look forward to seeing everyone when I come home at 
Christmas time.  

Bridget 

Greetings! 

This past summer had been quite busy. I spent at least 40 
hours a week at the hospital working as a chaplain for 
most of the summer. It was exhausting and fulfilling at 
the same time. The class work that went along with being 
in the clinic was a lot of self-work that I found to be              
challenging in a good way. Reflecting upon yourself can 
sometimes be very difficult. I learned a lot through my 
experiences and look forward to being able to integrate 
this learning into my ministry. 

 

After I finished working at the hospital, I moved across 
campus. I moved in with a friend I had made in classes 
last year. Her name is Adriana and she has a dog named, 
Belle. Adriana and I get along very well and this move 
has been a positive one. I am really enjoying living with  
a roommate with whom I can have conversations. 

 

 

Seminarian Update! 

Dear Pastor Laughlin & Church Family, 

My husband and I wanted to thank you all for the                  
very meaningful memorial service for my aunt,                   

―Tomi‖ Mursch. I was glad we could attend.                           
Also thank you for the wonderful meal afterwards.                                    

It was very kind.  

Sincerely,  George and Judy Burritt 

 We are so grateful for your recent grant from you                            
endowment. It is because of supporters like you that                        
Justice for Our Neighbors Michigan is able to provide 
free immigration legal services to low-income immigrants, 
refugees and asylum seekers living in Michigan.                          
—Alline Beutler –Development & Communications 
Manager & Regional Liaison for JFON-MI  

 Happy Summer! With warmer weather & longer days, it’s 
easy to find our spirits lifted. We continue to be inspired 
not only by sunnier days, but also the unwavering                  
support provided by our community. Our donors are es-
sential partners in the fight to end hunger.  Thank you so 
much for your recent monetary donation Kalamazoo 
Loaves and Fishes . With your support we will continue 
to implement innovative ways to provide food assistance to      
Kalamazoo County and surrounding areas.                                      
—Jennifer Johnson, Exec. Dir., Kal. Loaves & Fishes 

 Housing Resources, Inc, gratefully acknowledges your 
generous donation. Thank you for your loyal support! We 
appreciate it!—Michelle Davis, Executive Director 

 We are so grateful for your generous gift to Ministry 
with Community. Thank you for making a difference              
in the lives of people in our community.                           
—Kelly Henderson, Executive Director 
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On-Line Giving 

Megan’s 10th Anniversary Celebration News from Council and Committees 

Council Members              

met on                                  

Wednesday, August 18,            

via Zoom. 

―Two Great Things‖: Each month council  members are 

invited to share ―two great things‖ with each other.   

Dick Hewitt acknowledged Pastor Rachel’s singing of 

the national anthem at the Growler’s game.                  

We sold 80 tickets and most attended.  However, 

due to the heat very few made it through the           

entire game. 

Approximately 60-70 people attended the church/

community picnic August 15. While very few 

people from the community attended, members 

clearly enjoyed the opportunity to visit with each 

other and share a meal. 

Pastor gave a shout out to Mike Whately who juggled 

3 phones that kept overheating during the             

outdoor/live stream worship on August 15.  He 

did a fantastic job troubleshooting and keeping 

things going. 

Derek and Sarah Stepanski have completed their 
home study to adopt a little girl from Malawi.  
They are hoping that the adoption will be               
completed by the end of the year. 

Paul & Sheryl Swodzinski’s daughter was married in 

Traverse City. The weather forecast did not look 

promising for Saturday so they moved the               

wedding to Friday afternoon.  Pastor Rachel was 

able to accommodate the quick change and                

officiate the wedding.  They were very grateful. 

Nominating Committee:  Mitch said that the Executive 

Committee talked about starting the nomination process 

earlier than in the past few years. Hopefully, this will  

allow us to nurture people & make them more comforta-

ble to serve on council. Council members whose terms 

end in 2022 were asked to prayerfully consider serving a 

second term. Council members brainstormed a list of                

potential candidates to be shared with the nominating 

committee. 

On-line Giving Has Never Been So Easy!  

You can click or copy and paste the link                       

https://tithe.ly/give?c=2250097                                            

or use the QR code.                                                                                   

You can also go to the                                           

Prince of Peace website & click on the giving button. 

For questions contact either Marilyn or Tamara.  

On-line Giving 

If you are looking for an easier way to give                                   

contributions/offerings to the church, try the on-line 

giving feature on the church’s website. Simply click on 

the GIVE tab at the top of the landing page and follow 

the directions. If the directions are hard to follow, or 

you need additional help, don’t give up. Please contact 

Mike Whately at church (technology@popportage.org or 

(269) 343--3453 ext. 15), and he would be happy to help. 

Please consider this easy and convenient payment   

method. 

If you are asked to serve on council, please give it 

careful consideration.  Join us for a meeting to see what 

we do.  Now that we are meeting by Zoom, it is easier 

for those who live further out or have children to          

participate. We’ve had members join us from softball 

games and out of state! 

God’s Work/Our Hands: A socially distant opportunity to 

serve our neighbors through Lutheran World Relief will 

take place after the 10 a.m. worship service on Sunday, 

September 12. A quick lunch will be served and Social 

Concerns will have work stations set up throughout the 

church.   

Our next meeting is scheduled for September 15 at 7 PM 

via Zoom. If you would like to join us, please contact 

Gail MacNellis or Pastor Rachel for the Zoom link! 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=2250097
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Congratulations to Dr. Don Berdahl 

Congratulations to long-time POP member,                            

Dr. Don Berdahl!   

On July 22nd, Don was honored for his long-standing 
tenure and investment with local business, Kalsec, by 
the dedication of the ―Don Berdahl Center for New 
Technology‖.  Don retired in 2019 after serving with 
Kalsec since 1994, most recently as VP of Research 
Strategy and Chief Technical Officer.  During his                  
tenure, Don was an inventor of numerous patents and 
led the commercialization efforts of various                            
technologies at Kalsec, including rosemary extract for 
extending the shelf-life of ground meat, zeaxanthin for 
eye health from orange paprika, and advanced hops 
products for the brewing industry, to name a few.                  
We are very proud of you, Don!  

For more information, visit https://www.kalsec.com/
the-don-berdahl-center-for-new-technology/. 

Balsamic Goat Cheese Stuffed Chicken 

4 oz. Herbed Goat Cheese 

3-4 chicken breasts 

¼ cup dried cranberries (I usually just add a handful or 
two and don’t measure these) 

Balsamic glaze (you can usually find this thicker                     
version of balsamic vinegar near the regular balsamic 
vinegars) 

Optional: Olive oil to brush the casserole dish 

 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

 

Mix the herbed goat cheese and cranberries together in 
a small bowl. This is easier to do if you let the cheese 
soften a bit first.  

 
Prepare the chicken breasts by trimming the fat and 
either pounding them flat or scoring them deeply 
enough to stuff the cheese and cranberry mixture into 
each one. 

 

Left to right: Dr. Scott Nykaza, Kalsec’s Chief Executive Officer;                     

Martha Todd, Chair, Board of Directors; Dr. Don Berdahl;                                  

Dr. Roger Nahas, Senior Vice President of Global Research                               

and Development; and Dr. Jim Barren, Vice President of Global                      

Manufacturing; cut the ceremonial ribbon. 

Once the chicken breasts are stuffed with the mixture, 
place them in a casserole dish. 

 

Drizzle everything with balsamic glaze until the meat is 
mostly covered.  

 

Bake at 350 degrees for 30-45 minutes (until the chicken is 
thoroughly cooked).  

Pastor’s Balsamic Chicken Recipe 

Photo by Vitor Monthay on Unsplash  

https://www.kalsec.com/the-don-berdahl-center-for-new-technology/
https://www.kalsec.com/the-don-berdahl-center-for-new-technology/
https://unsplash.com/@vitormonthay?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/cooking?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Facts and Figures 

SPECIAL GIFTS FOR PATHWAYS OF GIVING                               

Loaves and Fishes   Gail Hoover                                                                       
Good Samaritan - Jim & Anne Vogt,                                                      
Lutheran World Relief Diane Snyder,                                                          
Haiti & Wild Fires  - Rod Hokenson                                                                                                     
ELCA World Hunger - Bob & Carla Hannemann, Joyce Stout ,                         
Diane Snyder, Walt Arntson, Dale & Micki Holder,                                         
Norm & Elfie Schuen, John & Gloria Beatty                                                               
in member of Van Timm—Claudia Lee                                                                                              
Refugee Fund  Dale & Yvonne Gatz, Afghan—Kay Kincaid, 
Congolese  -Marilyn & Randy Lund,                                             
Memorials                                                                                                                  
in memory of Doris Bernlohr - Nancy Mason,                                    
in memory of Van Timm - Bob & Carla Hannemann, and                                
Dolores Jennings                                                                                           
in memory of Tomi Mursch—George & Judith Burritt                                                                                  

August Attendance:    

8/1 114 Live stream In person            79                                                
8/8   68 Live stream In person            73                                         
8/15   98 Live stream   In person            81                                           
8/22   70 Live stream    In person 73                            
8/29   64 Live stream    In person 93                          

Per instructions from the ELCA, we multiply the                 
digital views by 2 to get a virtual attendance. 

General Fund  July 

 Contributions $   37,820

 Expenses $   39,879

 Surplus/deficit $     2,060 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

9-1  Bruce Mills                                  

 Conrad Tisland 

 Sarah Beuker 

9-2  Karen Knapp

 Andrew Poisson 

9-4 Karen Clyne                                

 Valerie Flagler 

9-7  Natalie Devries 

9-8  Nancy Mason                            

 Chris Poisson 

9-9  Liam Jensen 

 Jo Rich 

 James Morgan 

9-10  Stacey Lawrence 

9-11  Nathaniel Scaglione 

9-12  Bob Drafta 

9-14  Louise Berdahl 

9-15  Joanne Preston 

9/16 KC Coplend 

9-17  Morgan Schuhknecht

 Bette MacKenzie 

 Julia Zaleski                                     

 Korday Arntson 

9-18  Larry Wentzel 

9-20  Rob Boulis 

9-21  Mike Whately                     

 Jocelyn Steinke   

9-22  Ken Tabor 

9-23  Andy Anderson

 Heather Maurer 

 Gary Bischof  

9-24  Gordon Hare 

9-25  Paula Kana'an                

 Jennifer Gatz  

9-26  Alexis Maurer 

 Allison Dumler 

 Amelia Maurer  

9-27  Janet Hill                     

 Jack Jones   

 Sue Grinder  

9-28  Kelly DeRango 

 Julie Cartier 

9-29  Brent Palarz 

9-30  Kaya Ottesen 

 Mitchell Eldridge  

Kevin and Jenn Jawahir,  9-02                           

Kevin and Joelene Pedersen 9-03               

Mitch and Heather Maurer  9-03               

Dwain and Barbara Leaser  9-07                       

Tom and Sherri Webster  9-08                

Greg and Lori Hannemann 9-10                   

Duane and Fran Bushfield  9-15                      

David and Sue Grinder  9-15                          

Brian and Karen Devries  9-16                             

Mark and Gail Brown  9-17                               

Anniversaries 

Brian and Kris Rieck,  9-18                       

Tom and Sharin Noall  9-22                                    

Dave and Lorri  Walch  9-24                      

Carol Stezowski & Cheryl Yingling 9-24                          

Dave & Karen Josuns  9-25  

Marty and Cassandra Pone 9-28 
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Prince of Peace Calendar 

Legend: 

AA-–Alcoholics Anonymous  ESL—English as a Second Language 

FA—Food Addicts in Recovery WMU—Western Michigan University 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church                       

269/343-3453                                      

www.popportage.org                                               

Facebook: Prince of Peace, Portage, MI-ELCA  


