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From the Rector
Dear Siblings in Christ;

Yielding to the life of
the Spirit
Yielding to the life of the Spirit

T H E

P A R I S H

O F

S T .

P A U L ’ S / T R I N I T Y

A N G L I C A N

C H U R C H

ST. PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH, ESSEX

June 12 marked my tenth anniversary in this parish. Over this past decade,
there have been many challenges and blessings. At times I have shared that I
work first for God, then the Bishop, and then congregation. Until I hear
differently from God or the Bishop, I will continue to serve this parish. There is
a reason I am still here. I truly believe that the Spirit is working in this moment
and we are getting glimpses of how God working in us can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
When we gather at Synod, the Bishop uses this opportunity to share with the
Diocese their vision of and for the Church. This is called the Bishop’s Charge.
In his first charge to synod, in the midst of a pandemic in 2020, Bishop Todd
spoke of his vision that we are called to be a learning church, just church,
diverse church, and new church. This was an introduction to a focus on the
ways in which we are called to BE Church, families of faith who work together
to live out the Marks of Mission within the particular contexts in which we exist.
At this year’s synod in May, the Bishop expanded on this ideal reminding us
that the physical assets we have inherited – land, buildings, vessels, the
Scriptures, prayer books, water, bread, and wine are ‘media’. They are a
means to an end. Tools with which we can engage in relationship with God and
the community. The end is the people – you, me, us, those around us and our
relationships. From this, the Bishop challenged us to hold these assets lightly
as we focus on how we can be a ‘community hub’, a space where the wider
community can come together and experience the love, acceptance, and
inclusion that are the hallmarks of the message of Jesus Christ in his life, death,
and resurrection.
I asked the wardens to read through the Bishop’s charge and provided tools for
reflection. The message from the Bishop resonated deeply with the wardens.
They could easily see how what is happening at St. Paul’s is already reflected
in this message. Yes, there are areas in which we continue to struggle,
including financially. There are also powerful gifts of ministry and discipleship
that exist that bless us and allow us to be a blessing for others.
Out of this conversation came a challenge to the wardens and to other council
members to share stories and thoughts about how the Bishop’s message is
already embodied in this congregation. Those who shared offer these as gifts
to all of us, reminders that this congregation continually seeks to embody faith
in meaningful ways.
I hope that reading these stories offers inspiration as we step into this fall. Yes,
there are challenges ahead. There is also an abundance of God’s gifts offered
to us with the invitation to continue to allow God working in us to do infinitely
more than we can ask or imagine.
Blessings to all as we continue as companions on this journey.

Chris.

A Partnership Like No Other: St. Paul’s & Trans Wellness Ontario
By: Sydney Brouillard-Coyle
In Bishop Todd’s charge to
Diocesan Synod, he discusses
the goals of a “learning”, “just”,
“diverse”, and “new” church.
While many of our ministries at
St. Paul’s speak to these goals,
there are none more so than the
developing partnership between
Trans Wellness Ontario and St.
Paul’s Anglican Church.
Learning Church
There is much that the
trans and queer community can
teach us. Each person has a
unique story and experience to
share, and we can learn through
hearing those stories and
experiences. Additionally, this
partnership can help us to
explore ways to be stronger
allies within our own church,
within the wider community, and
society as a whole. One of the
areas where we could
particularly use some learning is
in the use of pronouns, and I
look forward to witnessing and
assisting in facilitating some
activities to support our council
in using gender neutral language
and pronouns.

reconciliation for trans and queer
individuals who have been
harmed by the church, and
letting them know that they are
valid and loved helps them to
find a space where they can be
themselves. Moreover, we are
confronting the systemic issue of
spiritual trauma by challenging it
when it occurs, and providing
education to hopefully reduce
the amount of spiritual trauma
committed onto future
generations. And what says a
“just church” more than that?
Diverse Church
We are called to
welcome and celebrate all
people – every Black,
Indigenous, Queer, Trans,
Disabled, Homeless – beautiful
person who was created in the
image and likeness of
God. By creating this
partnership with Trans
Wellness Ontario, we
are letting
marginalized
communities know:
“You are welcome.
You are safe here.”

Just Church

New Church

Part of this developing
partnership is for Rev. Chris to
offer themselves as a chaplain,
both to those who are dealing
with the impact of spiritual
trauma, and those who have
committed spiritual trauma. It is
essential to address both aspects.
Providing a place of healing and

What other
church possibly would
have come up with this
idea than the one that
had our pride flag
stolen twice, has
consistently stood up to
instances of
discrimination, and

ensured that trans and queer
congregants are able to be
themselves? By developing this
partnership, we are paving the
way for other churches to
hopefully begin to engage in this
work, too.
Concluding Thoughts
While much of this is
still in the works, I believe that
this partnership between Trans
Wellness Ontario & St. Paul’s
will provide a valuable
opportunity for all of us to learn,
to seek justice, to promote
diversity, and to create a new
church – one that celebrates,
affirms, and loves all beautiful
children of God.
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Living Hope: Our Identity and Mission in Christ
“Yielding to the Life of the Holy Spirit” 2021
How is the Spirit at Work in Us?
I think that the Holy Spirit is alive and well at
St Paul’s and that there are many examples of
how it is at work.
I can’t help thinking back to a time that really
isn’t so long ago when things look fairly bleak
at St Paul’s and we were contemplating options
around closure. So much that is positive has
happened since then, all because we didn’t give
up, we were open to what the Holy Spirit was
saying to us and it has allowed so much good to
happen, things such as our Youth and Family
Ministry, Our Clothes Cupboard, our
connection with Community Living and with
the LGBTQ+ community
Our identity and mission at St Paul’s is focused
around serving God through helping others,
whether that is through our clothes cupboard,
collecting food for the food Bank, reaching out
to those who have been marginalized and giving
local business people a place to sell their goods,
all of this and more is our identity and mission.

The past year has not been easy, it has been trying for
all of this, but we did not fold under the pressure, our
leadership did not give up, they have kept working and
planning and finding new ways to meet people's needs
and give them the resources that they need to nurture
their faith. Resilient... this is the word that I think of
when I think of St Paul’s, we don’t give up, we don’t
back down, we keep moving forward doing God’s
work, no matter what the circumstances are or how
challenging things may be. We are starting to see hope
of some sense of normalcy in our lives again and we are
back in our church building able to worship together
once again, it’s a good thing to be together again.
There are opportunities on the horizon
for us, new ways to reach out and
embrace God’s children, let us be
open to them as we move forward, we
are here to love, to serve and make a
difference where we can.
By: Sandra Lypps

Stepping out into the community: By Bettie Kerr

The moment that comes to my mine is the ability
to come together as a church and a community.
We were putting a BarQ and Raffle on and we
had the people from the neighborhood come
and contribute to the event. This event was a
controversial topic but it was well received in the
community. Thank you
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Sharing Hope and Ministry: By Bonnie Rawson
The little boy walking out of the clothing
cupboard and sees my grandson walking in
with bags of clothes and a month old
snowsuit under his arms and the little boy
pleads with his mom for the snowsuit (it was
his favourite colour).

The lady who wondered if we had a blazer to
put over her clothes for a job interview. She
left with a brand new complete outfit and pairs
of pants for on the job. She got the job!

He pestered his mom until he walked out
with a brand new snowsuit. He was smiling
from ear to ear and so was my grandson.

The lady who came in with both her girls to get
them clothes. She left an abusive home. She
asked, as she shopped, if I knew anywhere
that she could get a computer. The girls
needed one for school, and she couldn’t afford
one. By chance, I knew about the place where
people drop them off near the arena. There is a
number to call where a man refurbishes them,
and they could get one.

My grandson packs up all his best clothes
and has his friends do likewise. They all live
in west Windsor, and they know it’s St.
Paul’s.
The little girl that knows the
clothing cupboard by our flags
out front on the church
property. She believe she is
going shopping and one
month she told me she was
buying two new dresses, and
could I get her a bag please.
She skipped out to her car.

My neighbours (near the golf
course) that don’t know me
but know this house collects
clothes for a CLOTHING
CUPBOARD IN ESSEX.
Nice way to get to know your
neighbours.

Gifts Abundant: By Diane Desjardins
Our continued fellowship with community living thru John who attended our services – they bring
quite a few people to our pasta dinners when COVID allows these – even just take out is so appreciated.
The clothes cupboard is a very worthwhile endeavour. Some are so very appreciative of this service and leave with huge smiles and COVID keeps giving.
One man asked if we knew of anyone have an extra bed – as Terry knows of someone getting rid
of one that was a big help for this person and were also able to come up with some bedding – a
win win situation.
And St. Paul’s is open to any transgender and same sex couples or singles. We are working hard.
Two yard sales this month and a market also makes some customers happy.
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Honouring the Journey
As a member of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, I have seen many changes through the years. Ups
and downs with money, needs of fixing in the church and leadership. At the end of the day we
always move forward. Putting our heads together and solving problems; some harder than
others. We welcome all people in our church helping people by having the clothing cupboard in
our church, feeding people with our pasta dinners as a fundraiser for our church, renting our
church hall to people to help raise money. Honouring groups in our community of service to all of
us. Holding together through COVID-19 with prayers, online study, mailing bible readings to
people with no online internet; a strong message of moving forward of hope, change and
newness is my view of St. Paul’s Anglican. I believe we’re doing what the Bishop’s charge is
asking. We must be open to change, it’s all around us. Love, respect all people, all things for a
better world ahead.
Sincerely, Deborah Rousseau.

Remembering John with Love By: Donna Flood
We are a very welcoming, community minded
church. After losing our friend John we were afraid
our connection with Community living was going to
be lost. But they are still communicating their needs
to us and we to them. Even with the Pandemic they
reached out knowing about our Clothing Cupboard
and asked if we had old clothes that one of their
residents (who likes to tear cloth) could have. Within
days a bag was delivered to keep him happy for a
while. More recently a call came in asking if we
needed some vacuuming done. Apparently, Ron
loves to vacuum. We thought the clothing cupboard
could use some cleaning and set that up for him.
Unfortunately, the stairs were a hindrance so we are
now in process of seeing if he would be willing to do
the hall. All the while they continually offer to bake
for events that require it. We love the connection we
have and hope they feel comfortable to continue
being a part of our family.
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Dates to remember…
Sept. 5—Back to Regular Worship, 11am St. Paul’s

Sept. 25—Market at St. Paul’s 10am-2pm

Sept. 26—Blessing of the Animals, St.
Paul’s 2pm (donations to Windsor’s
Humane Society are encouraged)

Oct. 10—Harvest Thanksgiving celebrations
at regular services

Note: Our website has been updated!
Check it out at stpaulstrinity.org!

Keep checking in for other dates and
events!

The Parish of St. Paul’s/Trinity Anglican Church
92 St. Paul St., Essex, ON N8M 1C5
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Facebook Page: St. Paul’s Anglican Church Essex & Trinity Church Cottam
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