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Service Schedule  

 
Sunday 10:00 am 

 
Check the website for on line 

Services and developing  
in-person worship plans 

 
www.oldchurchrd.com  

 

It has now been eighteen months since we were able to 
gather together in the church building for a complete service.  
August 28th was the occasion for an outdoor service (see 
note under ‘Around the Parish’) and we still hope to be able 
to resume services in the church on September 12th.  
Unfortunately, this remains in some doubt as the number of 
cases of Covid continues to rise in Red Deer and Alberta as 
a whole.   
It is actually becoming a bit discouraging in terms of 
what/when things return to ‘normal’ and what that ‘normal’ 
might look like.  Watch the website and emails for updates 
about what is going to happen. 
We pray at this time for the Diocesan Covid Committee, 
chaired by Noel, as they make difficult decisions about how 
we best move forward. 
We pray for our parish, that we are able to continue to do 
those things we are called to do in furthering God’s Kingdom, 
whatever format we have for worship, and we continue to 
give thanks to God for those who have guided, directed and 
supported us during these difficult times and who will 
continue to support us. 
“…fear nothing, for I am with you; be not afraid, for I am your 
God.  I strengthen you, I help you, I support you with my 
victorious right hand.”   Isaiah 41:10 

Submit items for the October Newsletter by September 27th. 
mthain@telusplanet.net 
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WEBSITE 
www.oldchurchrd.com 

 
Visit it often to check for news and upcoming events.  If anyone has an item they feel 
might be appropriate for inclusion on the website please send it to 
website@oldchurchrd.com. 
 

During this time when we are not meeting face to face it is  
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT if you change contact information, 

eg. address, phone number or email address, that you notify the 
office at: office@oldchurchrd.com 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
SCHEDULE: 

 
Sunday Worship: 10:00 – Watch the Website and emails for further    
information 
Ladies’ Group Meetings: Watch the Website and emails for further dates 
Men’s Group Meetings:   Watch the Website and emails for further dates 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study 10:00 am:  Starting again on September 
8th.  See the website under ‘Events’ for further information. 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study: This group will begin meeting on 
September 22nd.  See the website under ‘Events’ for further information. 
 

--WELCOME BACK PLANS— 
 

In-person Worship: At this point, it is our plan to resume worship in our church building 
on Sunday, September 12. This is of course contingent on what is happening with the 
pandemic. Currently, numbers are rising, particularly with respect to the delta variant, 
and projected numbers are unsettling. We may find ourselves having to stay closed for 
some time yet if it is mandated by the Diocese. 
 

Church Calendars 
 

The Altar guild now has the 2022 Church 
Calendars.  They will be on sale in September 
for $10.00 each.  Please watch your email for 
updates on when and how they will be 
available.      
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Food Bank Drive 
 

As part of our Parish Outreach and to thank God for our many blessings, we will be 
launching a Food Bank campaign starting after the long weekend in September. The 
dates have been tentatively set for September 12th through to October 10th.  Further 
details will be available before September 12th.  Watch your email. 
 
 
Finances: 
Heat the Church--updated: 
Just as it is important to continue giving our regular donations to the church, those who 
wish to contribute to this fund can do so under the donate button on the website or by e- 
transfer as outlined below.  To the end of July, we have had 35 days covered.  Thank 
you to all who continue to support this. The suggested donation is $25 for a day. 
 
Financial Statement: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You will note that the variance of income to budget is growing.  This not uncommon in 
the summer.  Last year at this time we were about the same percentage behind budget 
in giving, but the total amount given was higher as we had budgeted more for income.  
In terms of expenditures we are a bit further ahead than last year because of less 
heating costs.  There are a lot of expenses that are fixed. The utilities and maintenance 
of the building only amount to around 10% of all expenses.  We trust that, as in other 
years, and as we are hopefully able to meet again in person, that this picture may 
improve. 
For information on giving go to www.oldchurchrd.com/news. 

Flower Calendar and Memorial Dedications: 
While flowers on the altar are on hold during this time of isolation, the opportunity still 
exists to remember loved ones and special dates as we do when sponsoring flowers.   
Please let us know of people and events that you might like remembered as a Special 
Dedication on a particular Sunday. If you so choose, you can make a donation to 
accompany your memorial and these can be designated to the Memorial Fund, General 
Fund, or any other Special Fund of your choosing. Special Dedications will appear in 
the announcements on the designated Sunday. If you wish to make a donation, 
please refer to the giving information noted above. If you are going to send a cheque, 
please email the office at office@oldchurchrd.com to let them know about your 
dedication and the Sunday you would like it to appear. If doing an e-transfer, put in the 
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message section your dedication, the date you would like it to appear and the fund to 
which you would like the money designated.  

Around the Parish: 

Devotional: 

This is the next in our series of devotionals written by 
members of Parish Council.  This month it is written by Debb 
Mann. 

 
I would like to tell you about my ‘mantra’. “Do unto others as 
you would have them do unto you”.  
In our early years my younger sister and I had opposite 
personalities and often got into confrontations. My parents 
kept saying ‘do unto others…’  
Well, I felt like I was trying to be the kind of person God 
wanted but faced many obstacles to grace. My sister insisted 
on following me everywhere and truly tried my patience-
always wanting to be with me and MY friends.   

 
Even before kindergarten, my parents taught us to ‘be kind’ and “do unto others’.    
(Luke 6:31) It was pretty much said as a daily mantra in our home!  Honestly, we tried to 
follow it -well I did anyway.  We both went to Sunday School and heard the same thing-
over and over. So, it must be true-right? 
 
Through God’s grace I was shown bible verses supporting the ‘mantra’: 
Luke 6:31: “Treat others as you would like them to treat you.” 
Luke 6:35-38: “You must love your enemies and do good, and lend without expecting 
any return; …  Be compassionate, as your Father is compassionate; do not judge and 
you will not be judged; do not condemn and you will not be condemned; pardon and you 
will be pardoned; give, and gifts will be given you….  
For whatever measure you deal out to others will be dealt to you in turn.” 
 
I also strongly believe that God wants all of us to do whatever we can to help/serve/care 
for others. So, I try my best to help out when needed. 
I followed the ‘mantra’ throughout school and my working career and I truly believe it is 
the best way to think /act /behave. I admit, I am still a work in progress.  I am truly 
blessed with a great sister (we became very close) and also faithful friends who, I feel, 
also try to live their faith as I do.  
 
Blessings and Peace be unto you all. 
Your sister in Christ,  
Debb 
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Hiking trip: 
 
This year marked the second annual St. Luke's Hiking Trip which took place June 24th-
27th.  This year was different because we officially opened up the trip to any female 
members of the parish; no one took up the offer.  So, four hardy men headed out once 
again but this time we were walking in the David Thompson Country.  One other 
significant change was that we lost Mark Stang this year who was celebrating Chantel's 
graduation.  In his place, my son Benjamin took up the torch and represented the youth 
of St. Luke's.   The act of returning each year provided an interesting way of marking 
time and catching up on the stories/changes from the past year. 
 
The hike was beautiful as always.  It began with a long, flat, and quick walk along the 
Cline river.  The weather was pleasant with intermittent rain and the mood was 
high.  We continued on for a few hours like this until the day was growing later and we 
came to the really big hill.  A couple hours later we finally reached our camp and had 
dinner at about 8:00.  It was beautiful, spectacular, and full of mosquitos.  That night we 
enjoyed fellowship around the fire and a really smoky fire.  As luck had it, it was the 
feast of St. John the Baptist that night and so we honoured the saint with a drink.   
 
The next day was spent exploring the beautiful high mountains around us.  We walked 
far, climbed high, and found snow.  This was a day spent walking without trails and 
going wherever the spirit lead us.  At one point we split up and Michael managed to 
have a nap on some really sharp rocks.  We arrived back at camp later than planned 
again, but managed to remember to bring dome deadfall with us and this made the fire 
that night much easier than the first night.   
 
The next day was time to pack up.  We loaded our packs and headed out roughly in the 
same direction as the day before.  Along the way we met some curious and friendly fly-
fishermen who had been flown in that morning in a helicopter.  We then continued on 
through some snow to the really big hill for that day.  This was the first day (to my 
memory) of "super hot" that we experienced this summer.  The combination of super hot 
and very steep made for a slow climb.  However, it also made for a glorious lunch break 
at the summit of the pass.  At that point we assumed that we were practically home free 
with only the descent remaining.  And then we got lost.  We had a great time 
skate/sliding down the other side of the pass, but  apparently we went beyond the turn 
off to the main trail.  In some ways I'm sure we had a richer experience than simply 
following a trail.  Boring.  The down sides of this experience were almost losing Michael 
in a rock slide, sun-stroke, and an extra few hours of bushwhacking.  With God's grace 
we persevered and arrived at Daniel's car a few hours later than expected.   
 
It truly was an amazing trip.  Daniel provided the following thought to close things off.   
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"When I first started hiking I was struck by Creation's beauty. Today I'm no longer an 
observer, but I find myself interacting with it. I sense that I myself am God's creation and 
that I'm walking in His Cathedral in a state of worship." 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Phil 
 
 
                                                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eucharist August 28th: 
 
On the afternoon of August 28th an ‘in person’ Eucharist was held in the context of a 
Eucharist/campout/barbecue at Kevin and Leanne Schropfer’s property ‘Mallard Ponds’, 
on the bank of the Red Deer River.  The weather was perfect and the service was 
attended by 27 people, 5 dogs and 3 goats! 
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Around the church: 
 
Cleaning crew: 
  
Those of the cleaning crew who worked in the hall recently were Debb Mann, Bob 
Dixon, Louise Anderson and David Crozier Smith.  If you feel that you might be able 
to contribute to this ministry, and would like more information, contact Debb 
Mann at 403-350-4798 

Stone restoration: 

Shawn Thibault of Ravenstone Conservation has completed the work we contracted 
with him to do this summer.  He has replaced some stones in the lower part of the 
tower, the southwest wall of the nave and around what was a door on the nave.  These 
were areas that needed immediate attention.  He has assessed the upper part of the 
tower and has done work to make the tower safe so there will be no pieces falling from 
it as well as assessing what needs to be done to prevent further deterioration over time.  
He will be sending his report, possibly not until October, as he has some other projects 
to do this summer and fall.  On August 5th he took me up in his lift so he could show me 
the stonework higher up and give me some information about what should be done.  
There are some great views from up there! He said, that like most stone buildings this 
age, it is not in great shape, it is not really in bad shape.  Again, he was very impressed 
with the original construction.  Most of our issues have come from faulty re-pointing 
done in the past.  He said that what was done was done with what was appropriate at 
the time, without real understanding of what was needed.  What he does is very close to 
what would have been done originally.  The tower will need to have some stones 
replaced and work needs to be done on the wood louvres in the tower.  He felt the roof 
of the tower was actually in quite good shape.  We will have more information when we 
get his report which will include a lot of pictures. 

         

 

Some of the 
repairs 

 
The lift: 
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The remains of the speakers, 
used many years ago to 
broadcast from the tower, are still 
there. 
 
 
 

 
           The lift 
 
          
        
          Views from the lift 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GrammaLink Fabulous Fabric Sale 
 

This year’s fabric sale will be at Gaetz United Church on Friday, September 24th, from 
5-8 pm and on Saturday, September 25th, from 9 am-2 pm.  Admission is $2.00 and 
masks will be required.  All proceeds are donated to the Stephen Lewis Foundation to 
support African Grandmothers raising grandchildren orphaned by HIV/AIDS. 
If you have questions, call Elizabeth at 403-347-2114. 
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Prayer during a Pandemic 
This is from St. Paul's Church in Lexington, Kentucky and was provided by the Primate, Archbishop Linda Nicholls, to 
PWRDF, who posted it on their website. 

May we who are merely inconvenienced                                                           
Remember those whose lives are at stake.                                       
May we who have no risk factors,                                                   
Remember those most vulnerable.                                                                                  
May we who have the luxury of working from home                                            
Remember those who must choose between preserving their own health or making their 
rent.                                                                                                                                    
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close   
Remember those who have no options.                                                                       
May we who have to cancel our trips                                                                          
Remember those who have no safe place to go.                                                              
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 
Remember those who have no margin at all.                                                               
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home                                                       
Remember those who have no home.                                                                             
As fear grips our country                                                                                                   
Let us choose love.                                                                                                       
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other,             
Let us find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbour.                         
Amen 
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