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Campers and leaders were back at Camp Medley this summer. Here they 
are seen paddling on the St. John River on a calm morning in July. For 
more on the camping season, see page 10. 

Edith Nutter, centre right, surrounded by her family, speaks to Robert 
Harris, Roman Catholic bishop of Saint John, during her husband’s 
funeral in 2017.
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On the river at Camp Medley

 Obituary  
Edith Nutter 
1923-2021

Edith Maud Nutter passed away 
on July 29 with her family by 
her side in Perth, Ont. She was 
born in Boisetown, N.B. to the 
Rev. Bruce and Lulu (Silliphant) 
Carew. 

Beloved wife for 71 years of 
the late Most Rev. Harold Nutter, 
Edith is survived by her daugh-
ter Patricia (Paul Gervais); son 
the Rev. Bruce Nutter (Priscilla); 
two grandsons, Timothy (Ra-
chel) and Christopher Hunsley; 
and one great-grandson, Gavin 
Hunsley. She is survived by her 
brother, E Bayne Carew; prede-
ceased by her brothers Elmer 
and Hilton Carew.

Edith Nutter graduated from 

Mount Allison University in 
1945 where she met her future 
husband. She worked for the 
Children’s Aid Society and the 
Province of New Brunswick.

She was an extraordinary 
woman who had an extraordi-
nary life filled with family and 
friends, service to her commu-
nity and church. 

Edith was the constant help-
mate and partner to her husband 
in the parishes of Simonds and 
Upham, St. Luke’s in Woodstock, 
St. Mark’s Stone Church in Saint 
John, and Christ Church Cathe-
dral in Fredericton. 

She traveled with her hus-
band throughout the Diocese of 
Fredericton, Canada and inter-
nationally as he performed his 
duties as Bishop and Metropoli-
tan of the Ecclesiastical Province 
of Canada. 

Edith was active in the An-
glican Church Women (ACW), 

Sunday schools, and other par-
ish groups. 

She loved spending time at 
their cottage on Washademoak 
Lake and travelling the Mari-
times, especially Prince Edward 
Island. In 2011, Edith and 
Harold moved to Perth, Ontario 
to be closer to Patricia and her 
family.

The family is grateful to 
Lanark Lifestyles Retirement 
Residence and the staff, who 
cared for her during the past two 
years; Dr. Bob Van Noppen; and 
the caring staff at the Perth and 
Smiths Falls District Hospital. 

There are two funeral services 
planned. The first was held at St. 
James Anglican Church in Perth 
on Aug. 6. 

The second funeral service 
will be at Christ Church Cathe-
dral, Fredericton, at a later date, 
most likely in September. 
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D I O C E S A N     N E W S

Parish hall damaged in accident
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

No charges were laid in an ac-
cident that put a large hole in the 
Parish of Kingston hall.

The Rev. Douglas Painter was 
having a post-dinner rest June 
15 when he heard a large bang. 
Looking out, he saw nothing, 
but soon the fire department, 
paramedics and RCMP were on 
scene to deal with an SUV that 
had crashed through the front 
wall of the parish hall.

“I looked out and saw a car 
sticking out of the hall,” he said.

The SUV came to rest strad-
dling the stairwell to the base-
ment and breached an interior 
wall. The driver was taken to 
hospital as a precaution and later 
released.

“I contacted the family 
involved to make sure they were 
OK and that they [knew] we 
were thinking of them and pray-
ing for them in what will be a 
difficult time in terms of paper-
work and the work that has to be 
done now,” said Douglas.

Access was restricted until 
adjustors and inspectors visited 
and confirmed there was no 
structural damage. Even so, the 
hall has not been busy due to 
the limitations of the pandemic. 
With restrictions lifting in the 
coming weeks, the hall will get 
busier, hopefully just as the re-
pairs are being finished, he said.

Douglas is especially thank-
ful because the situation could 
have been much worse. There is 
normally a daycare operating in 

the basement, but the crash oc-
curred in the evening. Further, 
the parking lot is adjacent to the 
village school, and all children 
and buses had gone for the day.

As well, the custodian, 
Wayne, and the parish cat, Rico-
chet, were inside the hall at the 
time but uninjured.

“We are praying for all 
involved,” said Douglas. “We 
give thanks to the first respond-
ers, particularly to the fire 
department who were here very 
quickly, and the paramedics and 
the RCMP. We give thanks to the 
Lord.

“It is what it is, and we will 
cope. Everyone is safe and that’s 
the most important thing,” he 
said.

Extensive damage to Kingston Parish Hall occurred when a driver 
mistakenly drove through the exterior wall. No serious injuries 
resulted and no charges were laid by police.

DOUGLAS PAINTER PHOTOS
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September 26 
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Nerepis  
and St. John; 
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New Ministry of 

Cole Hartin, 
 Parish of  
Portland

September 27 -  
October 1 
ACC House  
of Bishops
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“SHARING HOPE & HELP”

Reading the bible as a mission document

David Edwards is  
Diocesan Bishop of Fredericton.

Michael Briggs is the diocesan 
stewardship officer. He lives in 
Moncton.

Mike Briggs

Lessons from the pandemic

T H E   B I S H O P’ S   P A G E

Archbishop David Edwards

Before I begin, I apologize 
for this article, because it 
is really a reflection about 

reading the Bible. 
What I mean by that is what 

lens do we use as we read? 
During an encounter with a 

teacher of the Law, Jesus asked 
this question: “What is written 
in the Law?” he replied. “How do 
you read it?” 

The Teachers of the Law or 
scribes were the highly educat-
ed class of people who interpret-
ed the Torah and other Jewish 
texts for the people. Perhaps the 
greatest of these was Ezra, who 
reintroduced the law after the 
return from exile in Babylon. 

Since the period of the En-
lightenment (around 1750 and 
later) people have looked at the 
Bible through a particular lens. 
It has been treated a little like 
a surgeon treats the person s/
he might be operating on. The 
patient is something to be diag-
nosed and repaired, but personal 
involvement is not necessary. 

During the late 19th century, 
novelists and others employed 
this technique in their writ-
ing. They were exploring ideas 
through stories and tried to 
remain separate from their sub-
ject matter. One of the leading 
exponents of this was the French 
writer, Emile Zola. 

In Biblical studies this type of 
reading became more and more 
the norm. It was certainly the 
way in which I was trained. In a 

sense we were taught to look at 
how the Bible came to be, who 
might have written what and 
when, rather than a concern for 
life application. 

We read the texts in isolated 
chunks, not as a whole. In fact, I 
was taught that it was wrong to 
try to interpret one book of the 
Bible in the light of another. I 
was marked down for it once 
and did not make that “mis-
take” again. 

As I moved into minis-
try, I began to realize that for 
the Bible to be effective in our 
lives we need to understand it 
in terms of the broad patterns of 
God’s purposes.

One area was suffering in 
creation. Where does the life of 
Jesus pick up this theme from 
the Old Testament? How is it 
seen in the writings of Paul? 

Although the Bible is compre-
hensive and interwoven, it also 
has threads running through it 
which can impact our reading 
of it.

If we are in midst of turmoil, 
we may read it as a document 
leading to peace. 

If, as a congregation, there is 
some great matter before us, we 
might read it in the light of that. 

This does not mean we are 
twisting scripture. It means we 
are applying part of the whole 
counsel of God as we need it to 
bring us understanding. 

As we move out of CO-
VID-19, I want to suggest that 
we need to read scripture as a 
mission document — to see our-
selves in terms of the people of 
God called for the benefit of all. 

This begins in Genesis 12 and 
ends in Revelation. 

During the pandemic, I 
have attended various 
services both here in 

N.B., in Nova Scotia and at other 
places like Canterbury Cathedral 
— all online. 

What I think this pandemic 
has shown us is that we do not 
need a building to worship. 
We can do this at home via the 
internet and join others all over 
the world for services. 

This has made me think of 
the 5th Mark of Mission — to 
strive to safeguard the integrity 
of creation and sustain and 
renew the life of the earth. 

It is a fact that the second 
most heat-inefficient buildings 
in Canada are worship spaces, 
not just Anglican, but most 
denominations. 

I know that this column will 
be controversial, but we need to 
think on what the last 18 months 
has shown us about worship and 
helping others. 

We have churches that are 
only used once a week, or 
perhaps not even that often, 
yet we use our parish resour-
ces for insurance, heating and 
maintenance. We have parishes 
that struggle to pay bills and are 
dependant on fundraising to 
continue. 

Stewardship is taking what 
God has given us and using that 
to spread the word on His abun-

dant love for us and His infinite 
mercy when we stray.

Is it good stewardship to keep 
buildings open for one day a 
week or month, or would we be 
better to repurpose these build-
ings or make them more avail-
able for the local community? 

For example, I can think of 
the Church of the Resurrec-
tion in Grand Bay-Westfield 
that consolidated a number of 
churches into one and is now 
serving the community with 
their play park and other com-
munity outreach programs. 

Equally, Stone Church in 
Saint John reimagined their 
space and now host various 
groups in the nave as the pews 
are gone. Safe Harbour House 
for youth in Saint John is on the 
site of a former Anglican Church 
in Saint John that the Diocese 
donated.

I know congregations are 
attached to their buildings, but 

you have to ask yourself if that is 
what God wants. 

We can worship anywhere 
— the pandemic has shown us 
this — but our task from God is 
not to preserve buildings but to 
go out into the world to spread 
His message, and minister to 
the neglected and poor. That is 
what stewardship of all His gifts 
is about. 

Yes, we have beautiful church-
es and on Sundays there is noth-
ing more moving than a service 
with organ music and singing 
the liturgy, but that is just one 
day. We do a lot of God’s mission 
outside the building — tending to 
the homeless, the sick, the needy, 
the food deprived. 

In his ministry, Jesus forced 
people to look at themselves to 
see if they were following what 
God expected. Most were found 
wanting, but Jesus showed them 
what to do. He lived with, and 
preached to, the marginalized, 
poor, sick and neglected and 
showed compassion and healing 
towards them. 

He did not need any build-
ings to worship God and do His 
works. Jesus criticized the tem-
ple vendors and often preached 
on the hillsides. 

We need to ask ourselves 
if we are truly following what 
Jesus taught or whether we are 
so attached to a building that 

we cannot use our resources to 
further God’s Kingdom.

I believe that this will cause 
a lot of discussion and disagree-
ment, but the way forward is for 
us to be able to come together 
to serve others as Jesus asked us 
to do. 

After discussing what needed 
to be done to help others, Jesus 
said in Matthew 25:40: ‘Truly 
I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did 
it to me.’ 

If we are so busy trying to 
keep our churches open that we 
neglect the less fortunate in our 
society, are we following this 
teaching? Good stewardship is 
doing all that we can, all of the 
time, with all that we have, to 
serve others.

These will not be easy dis-
cussions. We need to take the 
opportunity God has given us as 
we were out of our buildings to 
re-evaluate exactly what we want 
to do to help others. 

If the federal government had 
not started CEWS, how many 
parishes would be looking at 
closing? 

Do we have the courage to 
talk about this?

 
 

Say Say Yes!Yes! to Kids to Kids

anglicanfoundation.org/2021RFP

2021 Request for Proposals 
Support children, youth, and young 
adults in a post-pandemic world.

•  More than $100,000 in funding  
available

• Multiple grant categories and sizes 
up to $15,000 and under $5,000

• For new or existing initiatives in 
2022

•  Submit your proposal between  
September 1 and October 1, 2021

anglicanfoundation.org/2021RFP

.org
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Talking circle:  ‘We’ve heard a lot of truth’
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

Editor’s note: I struggled to 
write this story. I do not usually 
write stories in the first person, 
i.e. putting myself in the story 
using the pronouns I and me, or 
offering my own opinion. But 
this story is just too intimate 
and, in some way, too over-
whelming, to treat as a simple 
news story. 

The news aspect is this: 
An Indigenous talking circle 
ceremony was held in Sussex 
Corner on New Brunswick Day 
to allow all those present to 
express their feelings on the Sus-
sex Vale Indian School, the first 
of its kind in Canada, which 
operated from the late 1700s to 
the early 1800s; and the larger, 
more current issue of unmarked 
graves being recovered at resi-
dential schools in Canada. 

That was the news, but the 
emotion behind those facts was 
palpable. There were horrific 
stories, tears, gasps, gaffs and 
encouragement. 

However, much of what 
happened I cannot tell you. 
What is said in the circle stays 
in the circle, Nevertheless, I will 
recount what I can to help you 
understand what took place 
and why it is important. 

In June, news stories ap-
peared reminding us that Sus-
sex had been the site of a day 
school for Indigenous children 
on land where Trinity Angli-
can Church now sits at the 
corner of Main and Fowler. 

The Sussex Vale Indian 
School’s purpose, conceived 
by prominent Loyalist politi-
cians like the Rev. Jonathan 
Odell and operated by an 
Anglican priest named Arnold 
Oliver, was sinister: to school 
Indigenous children with the 
purpose of assimilating them 
and converting them to Protes-
tantism.

But the children returned 
to their parents at night, which 
came to be seen as a problem. 
The government’s goal of assim-
ilation was not being achieved, 
likely because the children were 
still connected to their commu-
nities and their culture. 

The school was eventu-
ally closed, and when another 
round of horrific government 
policies designed to control 
and even eliminate the Indig-
enous population was imple-
mented, it included residential 
schools, which often employed 

MCKNIGHT PHOTO

Grand Chief Ron Tremblay, 
Amanda, Grandmother Alma 
Brooks (speaking) and Mary 
Ann Coleman, who was one of 
the organizers. 

Post Card of the children at the 
Qu’Appelle Indian Residential 
School, date unknown.

Sept-Îles Residential School 
dormitory, Québec, Canada, 
Unknown date, taken after 
1952.

the RCMP, church officials 
and early versions of social 
workers to physically take 
children from their parents, 
and in many cases, from their 
communities and even their 
provinces. One of the aims was 
to violently break the parental 
and cultural bond. 

On July 1, people gathered 
at Trinity in Sussex to hold a 
ceremony of remembrance 
for residential school victims. 
That was followed by a potluck 
feast. I was disappointed to 
learn I had missed it, as I was 
on vacation.

So when I learned of a 
Talking Circle planned for 
New Brunswick Day, I asked 
for an invitation. There were 
44 people present, including 
Archbishop David Edwards, 
his wife, Debbie, and the Rev. 
Sean Davidson, rector of St. 
Mark’s in Sussex Corner.

The talking circle ceremony 
was led by Wolastoqewi Kci-
Sakom spasaqsit possesom, 

also known as Ron Tremblay, 
Wolastoq Grand Chief morn-
ingstar burning; and Alma 
Brooks, Grandmother. There 
were several other Indigenous 
people in attendance, while the 
rest of us were settlers.

Settlers, colonizers — those 
are words we might not use 
to describe ourselves. Never-
theless, they aptly epitomize 
our collective role. We are the 
people who have land today 
because our ancestors took it 
or were gifted it by the Crown, 

and we have benefitted from 
that white rule, power and 
privilege ever since.  

Smudging 
As the afternoon began, Ron 
explained that it would start 
with a smudging ceremony. 

“You smudge yourself for 
unity of heart and mind,” he 
said. “It is the spiritual and 
traditional way to connect our 
minds, hearts and spirits.”

Each person took the smoke 
to their face and heart, and 

Spencer, a member of the Lis-
tuguj First Nations, smudged 
each person’s back using a 
large, beautiful eagle feather. 
As he did so, songs were sung 
in the Wolastoqey language.

The elaborate ceremony 
continued, with Ron taking the 
burning medicines around the 
entire room and speaking in 
his language. 

“We acknowledge our an-
cestors who dwell in the east, 
south, north and west,” he said. 
“They bring the power to heal 
and join us today and watch 
over us as we gather.”

He spoke of Mother Earth, 
and gave thanks for the 
medicines that grow, the river 
systems that sustain all life, 
the mountains and forests, the 
animals, the above world of 
sky, moon, stars and sun. 

“We always end with ‘may 
that be so, may that be the 
truth,’” he said.

This was followed by a water 
ceremony, led by the women, 
and a tobacco ceremony, led by 
the men.

These ceremonies honour 
their ancestors and creation 
and offer gratitude for life 
because all life is sacred. 
 
The Talking Circle 
Ron showed those gathered a 
small, perfectly round stone he 
had been gifted. As the talking 
circle ceremony was about to 
begin, he explained that when 
the stone was set in front of 
you, it was your turn to speak.

Amanda, another leader, 
outlined the customs of the 
talking circle.

“The talking circle means all 
are engaged in the ceremony,” 
she said. “It is a collective way 
of sharing. Everyone is equal 
in the circle. You are all ‘in 
ceremony’ now. We conduct 
ourselves respectfully, one 
person at a time.”

She also reminded everyone 
of confidentiality, and encour-
aged everyone to quiet their 
mind while others spoke.

“Tears are considered 
sacred,” she said, and with that, 
the talking began, and contin-
ued until 43 of the 44 people 
gathered had said what was 
on their minds. There were 
sacred tears, horrific recount-
ing of traumas and pledges to 
become allies. 

The talking, in total, took 

Talking circle continued on 
page 5

WIKIMEDIA COMMON PHOTOS
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several hours. Both Ron and 
Alma offered concluding state-
ments before those gathered 
shared a potluck feast. 

CONCLUSION 
“When we started this today, 
it was cloudy, raining, dark,” 
said Ron. “Now the clouds 
have parted and we can see the 
sky. It’s symbolic of what we’ve 
heard today. We’ve heard a lot 
of truth.”

Ron told the story of his 
high school near Neqotkuk 
(also known as Tobique First 
Nation), when three Indig-
enous friends all quit school 
because of a vicious, racist 
teacher. 

“I was the only Indigenous 
person left in the class,” he said. 

That day, the teacher asked 
him to stay behind, then said, 
‘why don’t you quit like the rest 
of your people — get drunk 
and draw welfare? You will 
amount to a piece of shit.’ 

“I was distraught. I told my 
mother, and she told me to go 
talk to my grandfather.”

Ron relayed those hurtful 
words, but his grandfather sat 
silently for a very long time. 
Finally, he said, ‘do you believe 
him?’

“Do I believe him? What 
does that mean?” said Ron. “I 
didn’t understand.”

But he returned to school, 
graduated, attended the Uni-
versity of New Brunswick and 
St. Thomas University and be-
came a teacher of his language 
and culture.

One day he had to attend a 
presentation on building rela-
tionships between home and 
school, and “low and behold,” 
the man leading the presen-
tation was his racist former 
teacher.

“I sat front and centre, ready 
to blast him,” said Ron, adding 
that his former tormentor kept 
looking at him peculiarly as if 
he knew him.

But by the end of the 
presentation, Ron had remem-
bered his grandfather’s gentle 
teachings, and though he 
wanted to say many things, he 
said nothing.

“I went home and slept like 
a baby that night,” he said. “I 

thank him for allowing me to 
prove him wrong.”

In her closing remarks, 
Grandmother Alma told those 
gathered that the residen-
tial school policy was not to 
educate Indigenous children or 
even convert them to Protes-
tantism.

“It was not cultural geno-
cide, it was genocide,” she 
said. “Senator Murray Sinclair, 
who chaired the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, 
estimated 15 to 20 thousand 
graves based on what survivors 
told him.” 

The number of recovered 
graves in North America stood 
at over 5,000 by Aug. 1.

“The government policy 
was to have no Indians, no In-
dian department, no Indians,” 

Talking 
circle
truths
Talking circle continued from 
page 4

The effects of residential schools 
The term residential schools refers to an exten-

sive school system set up by the Canadian govern-
ment and administered by churches that had the 
nominal objective of educating Indigenous children 
but also the more damaging and equally explicit 
objectives of indoctrinating them into Euro-Cana-
dian and Christian ways of living and assimilating 
them into mainstream white Canadian society. 

The residential school system officially oper-
ated from the 1880s into the closing decades of 
the 20th century. The system forcibly separated 
children from their families for extended periods 
of time and forbade them to acknowledge their 
Indigenous heritage and culture or to speak their 
own languages. 

Children were severely punished if these, among 
other, strict rules were broken. Former students 
have spoken of horrendous abuse at the hands of 
residential school staff: physical, sexual, emotional, 
and psychological. 

Residential schools provided Indigenous stu-
dents with inappropriate education, often only up 
to lower grades, that focused mainly on prayer and 
manual labour in agriculture, light industry such as 
woodworking, and domestic work such as laundry 
work and sewing.

Residential schools systematically undermined 
Indigenous, First Nations, Métis and Inuit cultures 
across Canada and disrupted families for genera-
tions, severing the ties through which Indigenous 
culture is taught and sustained, and contributing to 
a general loss of language and culture. 

Because they were removed from their families, 
many students grew up without experiencing a 
nurturing family life and without the knowledge 
and skills to raise their own families. The devastat-
ing effects of the residential schools are far-reach-
ing and continue to have a significant impact on 
Indigenous communities. 

The residential school system is widely consid-
ered a form of genocide because of the purpose-
ful attempt from the government and church to 
eradicate all aspects of Indigenous cultures and 
lifeworlds.

From the 1990s onward, the government and 
the churches involved—Anglican, Presbyterian, 
United, and Roman Catholic—began to acknowl-
edge their responsibility for an education scheme 
that was specifically designed to “kill the Indian in 
the child.” 

On June 11, 2008, the Canadian government 
issued a formal apology in Parliament for the dam-
age done by the residential school system. In spite 
of this and other apologies, however, the effects 
remain.

From: indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/the_
residential_school_system/

The Anglican Church of Canada issued a formal 
apology in 1993 for the role it played in the 
residential school system. It reissued the apology 
in 2019. You can read more on this website:  
www.anglican.ca/tr/apology/

said Alma. “It was a well-or-
chestrated plan.

“How could they? What 
kind of person would do this? 
Were they human beings? 
Some of them are still alive 
today.

“We will carry this until we 
can work through this,” she 
said.

As Amanda sang a final 
song, Alma had these words 
for those gathered: “This has 
nothing to do with guilt. It has 
everything to do with respon-
sibility. Once you know, you 
are all responsible.”

Now we know, and we are 
responsible — to listen to 
these truths, use our privilege 
as settlers to demand justice, 
educate ourselves and learn 
how to be allies.  

Children’s shoes collect on the steps of Christ Church Cathedral, 
Fredericton, in early June as the news broke of more and more 
recovered graves at residential schools in Canada. It started with a 
single pair of moccasins and grew from there, as people wanted to 
share visible remembrances of the lost children.

KIRSTEN MCKNIGHT PHOTO

It was not cultural genocide, it 
was genocide. Senator Murray 
Sinclair, who chaired the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, esti-
mated 15 to 20 thousand graves 
based on what survivors told him.
(Grandmother Alma Brooks)

“
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Over the next few months, the 
New Brunswick Anglican will 
feature stories that focus on 
discernment, what that means, 
how it has played out in the 
lives of several people, and a 
bit about discerning ordained 
and licensed lay ministries. 
     This series is offered in the 
hope that Anglicans will take 
time to listen for — and be 
open to — God’s call on their 
life journey. 

 Introduction by Cathy Laskey:
Then I heard the voice of 

the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?” 
And I said, “Here am I; send 
me!” Isaiah 6:8

Then the Lord called, 
“Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, 
“Here I am!” 1 Samuel 3:4

These two verses of scrip-
ture reflect what many have 
shared as being in their minds 
and on their hearts — a kind of 

awareness and deep realization 
of God encouraging something 
other than what currently is.  

As the vocations co-ordina-
tor, I have the joy of engaging 
in conversation with many 
people about their desire to 
discern God’s call in their life. 

I think discernment is best 
described within the Ignatian 
tradition. It involves, first and 
foremost, prayer and weighing 
facts and feelings about the 
several good choices God has 
for the person which ultimate-
ly lead to a choice about what 
is the best fit.

Living in the world today 
means there are so many op-
portunities to serve in ways 
that will reflect Jesus’ love and 
God’s Kingdom in the here and 
now of everyday life.  Needs 
abound (people are hungry, 
lonely, lost or homeless) and 
many are searching spiritually 
(have baggage in their rela-

tionship with God, confused 
about life or haven’t even been 
introduced to Jesus).  

When we encounter these 
situations and people, do 
we desire something differ-
ent? Could “Here I am; send 
me” be echoing in your heart? 

Is our Lord calling you to 
lead by engaging with that 
need, to respond in a way to 
make the Trinity known and 
a reality to someone?  Please, 
take the time to be still and 
pray.

Ministry comes in many 
forms and the diocesan dis-
cernment process provides 
an opportunity to discern 
in a structured way a call to 
ordained ministry as deacon 
and/or priest.  

Everyone by virtue of our 
baptism is already serving in 
ministry. Archbishop David, 
myself and other church lead-
ers are committed to walking 

with you to discern further 
when you feel called to begin 
the discernment process to-
wards ordination.  

If you are leaning even just a 
tiny bit to say, “Here I am” like 
in the scripture verses above, 
please reach out to me before 
you give in to all the “buts” or 
“I couldn’t possiblies.” Let’s sit 
down and have a conversation 
together to listen to what our 
Lord may be saying.   

I thank April Medford, 
Tyler McKenna and Rick 
Cunningham for sharing their 
stories of discernment to date 
and how they are responding 
with “Here I am.” 

The Ven. Cathy Laskey oversees 
discernment of vocations; 
theological education; and 
clergy and clergy family 
pastoral care and support in the 
Anglican Diocese of Fredericton. 
Contact: claskey@diofton.ca

Tyler McKenna
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

Tyler McKenna, 27, spent 
three months with the Ven. 
Kevin Stockall this summer 
during an internship. How this 
Moncton man ended up in 
Fredericton, and in the Angli-
can Church, is a story of twists 
and turns.

“I started off as a Roman 
Catholic,” said Tyler. “That’s 
where I started my discern-
ment — as a Roman Catholic.”

After graduating from 
high school in 2011, Tyler 
spent a few years as a cashier 
at Sobey’s. Then he spent one 
year at Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Seminary in Denton, Ne-
braska. 

“It was purposely very strict 
to push you and test you,” he 
said. “It was the kick in the 
butt I needed. It was a really 
good and positive thing.”

But in the end, after the 
first-year assessment, “they 
found I needed more experi-
ence in the world. I agreed 
with them. It was a crucial 
moment in my life.”

He spent another year in 
Moncton, working and won-
dering ‘where do I belong?’

During that time he started 
visiting St. George’s Anglican 
Church in the downtown. 

“At first it was curiosity. 
What so different about Angli-
canism? I thought maybe this 
was for me. I was on the line 

for quite awhile.” 
At odds with what to do, he 

applied to the Bachelor of The-
ology program at Dominican 
University in Ottawa.

“I didn’t know if I was An-
glican or Roman Catholic,” he 
said. “I knew there were really 
good Anglican churches and 
really good Catholic churches 
in Ottawa. I ended up in an 
Anglican Church. It feels like a 
good fit.”

Tyler earned the bach-
elor’s degree in Ottawa, and 
is in year two of a Masters of 
Divinity program via online 
education at Wycliffe College 
in Toronto. 

In the meantime he did a 
six-month placement with the 
Rev. Canon Chris VanBuskirk 
at St. George’s, the church he 
calls home, and three months 
this summer at St. Mary’s in 
Fredericton. During all of that, 
going through the discernment 
process, he has experienced 
profound moments crucial to 
his development as a potential 
priest. 

One of them was a sugges-
tion from Archbishop David 
Edwards that he try working 
a short-term job of manual 
labour with people he would 
never normally rub shoulders 
with. That led to a three-
month stint at an off-grid 
farm, sharing a cabin with five 
other workers.

“I learned how to commu-

nicate, how to listen to others, 
that everybody is in a differ-
ent place, that conflict is not 
necessarily a bad thing,” he 
said. “It’s quite impactful to be 
living so close to the land.”

While he was the only 
Christian at the farm, “I’m so 

grateful for that place,” he said. 
His summer placement at 

St. Mary’s has been an exercise 
in learning parish ministry. 
Apart from visiting parishio-
ners, one of his goals was to 
be more confident in speaking 
with people, which has led to 

his preaching several sermons.
“It’s been a really good op-

portunity and the congregation 
has been open to it,” he said. “I 
think it’s a good fit. And after 
last summer [at the farm], it’s 
very much tame.

“It’s been an important part 
of my learning — learning 
about parish life.”

He is thankful for the sup-
port and guidance of both 
Kevin and Chris. Their real-life 
examples of how to respond as 
a parish priest “are things you 
don’t learn in school.”

While Tyler would like to 
think that in five years, he 
could be a parish priest, he’s 
taken a lot of unanticipated 
turns, so he’s content to say he 
will be where God wants him 
to be. One thing he’s quite sure 
of, though, is that he’ll be in 
New Brunswick.

“I’m quite committed to my 
diocese. There’s a lot of work to 
be done here,” he said.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Tyler McKenna outside St. Mary’s Anglican Church in Fredericton 
this past summer.  Earlier, he took a manual labour job — on a 
farm — at Archbishop David Edwards’ suggestion, to help discern 
his way forward in life. Those three months turned out to be full of 
life lessons.

At first it was cu-
riosity. What so 
different about 
Anglicanism? I 
thought maybe 
this was for me. 
I was on the line 
for quite awhile.

“
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April Medford
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

The turning point for April 
Medford, when she truly knew 
she was on the path God had 
chosen for her, was in 2019. 
She was painting a little church 
on the island of St. Vincent, a 
former British colony in the 
Caribbean. 

Her father had been born 
on the island, and she was 
there on a mission trip with 
fellow parishioners from the 
Church of the Resurrection in 
Grand Bay-Westfield.

“I walked into that church 
and God brought me to 
my knees,” she said. “I felt I 
couldn’t keep carrying this 
burden. I said ‘I don’t know 
what you want, but I’ll stop 
fighting you. Here I am.’”

After her talk with God, 
“I got up, picked up my paint 
brush and went back outside,” 
she said, not knowing what 
that conversation would lead 
to. “But I knew I’d never be the 
same.”

That night, talking to her 
daughter, her heart felt lighter, 
their relationship felt lighter 
and when they visited her 
father’s birthplace, she felt a 
sense of calm and peaceful-
ness.  

MISSION TRIPS 
Mission trips were never her 
thing. She had no desire to go 
on one. But when her son pes-
tered her to join him in Belize 
in 2013, she finally gave in.

“It was not something I 
wanted to do,” she said. “But 
God put it on my heart. God 
spoke clearly through that trip 
and I began a new journey.”

That led to another Belize 
trip in 2015, which she co-led, 
and a third that she led in 
2017. In the meantime, she’d 
visited St. Vincent in 2016 and 
was telling her cousin, who 
lived there, about her upcom-
ing mission trip to Belize. 

‘You could come here for a 

mission trip,’ he told her. The 
seed was firmly planted.

When the group left Belize, 
April knew she would not 
be returning. But when the 
church started talking about 
going again, she remained 
silent, feeling that it was up to 
someone else to question the 
destination of their next trip. 

During prayer and discus-
sion, someone asked ‘are we 
supposed to go back to Belize?’ 
Eventually, she mentioned her 
thoughts on St. Vincent, and 
that became the focus of their 
2019 trip. And that’s how she 
got to the little church where 
God brought her to her knees. 

IN THE BACKGROUND 
April is one of those people 
who likes to plan and organize, 
even launch projects, but she 
prefers the background to the 
stage.

“I can do what needs to be 
done and I enjoy getting things 
set up, but never do I feel the 
need to be front and centre,” 
she said. “Somebody else can 
lead it. That’s been my script 
over the years.”

God did not agree. Through 
many trials and experiences, 
he showed April that she 
could, in fact, lead, and that he 
would equip her for whatever 
role he chose. But at the same 
time, he showed her that she 
was getting in his way. 

“The roadblocks I had been 
putting up, God was taking 
down,” she said. “I realized I 
was the roadblock.”

That was her mindset as she 
left St. Vincent. 

ON THE PATH 
She was not home even a full 
day when her priest, the Rev. 
Mike Caines, showed up at 
her door. They’d had several 
conversations over the years 
about what God had in store 
for her, and this was another 
one of them.

“He sat at the kitchen table 

and said, ‘you were made for 
this. It’s heavy on my heart. 
God is asking me to ask you, 
are you ready?’ I said yes.”

She should have seen it 
coming. Others had said simi-
lar things to her. When she was 
helping a visiting priest during 
a service, he looked at her and 
asked, ‘and when is your ordi-
nation going to be?’ Another 
time, a woman in the congre-
gation, watching April lead, 
pulled her aside later and said, 
‘the glow of Jesus is all around 
you. You are at your best at the 
front of this church.’

And then there was the 
church conference she attend-
ed, where a stranger looked 
at her and said, ‘I just had a 
vision of you wearing a collar.’

Hearing things like that 
sometimes discomforted her.

“I felt I wasn’t enough,” she 
said. “That’s what held me 
back. It’s my weakness, even 

now. But God has told me ‘You 
are enough. You are my child.’”

After the kitchen table con-
versation with Mike, she began 
a path of official discernment.

“From there, I talked to 
[the Ven.] Cathy [Laskey] and 
started the process,” she said.  
 
A HUMBLING JOURNEY

“It is profoundly amazing 
that at every step, God puts 
someone in my path who, 
without even knowing it, 
speaks to my insecurity. He 
uses someone to break my 
insecurities and fears. It’s a 
humbling part of the journey. 
I walk away deeply knowing I 
am a child of God.”

April believes the parishio-
ners of her church have played 
a huge role in putting her on 
this path to ordination.

“Without my church family 
believing in me and seeing me 
as God sees me, I would not 

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Rev. Mike Caines introduces April Medford during the official opening of the Sunrise Play Park, 
part of the Church of the Resurrection in Grand Bay-Westfield, in January 2020.

be the person I am today,” she 
said. “He has placed me in a 
church that loves me and feeds 
me.”

At her church, she is the 
manager of the Sunrise Play 
Park and a lay pastoral assis-
tant. In the next five years, she 
hopes to finish her education 
to qualify for the priesthood 
and begin work in missions, 
perhaps in her own commu-
nity, perhaps elsewhere, but 
missions is where she feels 
called. 

“Just raising people up to be 
the best they can be,” she said. 
“That’s where I am at my best.”

But April has learned that 
it’s not up to her.

“God will take me where 
he needs me,” she said. “I’ve 
absolutely learned to hold 
plans loosely. But that’s OK. 
Following God is not as scary 
as it used to be!”
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Rick Cunningham
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

The only thing Rick Cunning-
ham, 41, ever wanted was to be 
a firefighter. He realized that 
dream long ago. He’s a platoon 
captain of the civilian firefight-
ing force at Base Gagetown. 

But God planted a seed long 
ago that has led to another 
possible career path. 

“It started when I was a 
teenager,” said Rick, who lives 
in Saint John. “My mother 
took my sister and me to con-
firmation classes. That’s where 
we met Rufus — at St. Paul’s 
Valley.”

Rufus is the Rev. Rufus On-
yewuchi, now retired. But he 
had a huge impact on Rick.

“Getting to know Father 
Rufus, his spirit, the Anglican 
Church, the seeds were defi-
nitely planted,” said Rick. “He 
was supportive and encourag-
ing.”

So much so, that when Rick 
was in Grade 12 and had the 
opportunity to do the co-op 
program, he chose to job 
shadow Rufus for a semester.

“It was my first exposure 
to ministry,” said Rick. “He 
changed his schedule to ac-
commodate me. Looking back 
on that, it was a wonderful 

time in my life.”
 

DRIFTING
But adulthood and univer-
sity saw Rick drift away, not 
from faith so much, but from 
church.

“I stopped being a regular 
attender. Ministry didn’t seem 
right,” he said. “I had a lot of 
growing up to do, though I 
didn’t realize it at the time.”

After graduating from the 
University of New Brunswick 
with a history degree in 2001, 
he worked and he met his 
future wife, Genevieve. 

Then he went to firefighter 
school in Nova Scotia, worked 
there briefly, and then got the 
job in Gagetown. 

“For a long time I was hap-
py and oblivious. I did a lot of 
growing in the fire service, but 
looking back, I see where God 
was nudging me, directing me. 
It was a long, slow process.”

Because of the influence 
Rufus had on him, Rick want-
ed to work with the poor, so he 
volunteered at Romero House, 
the city’s soup kitchen. 

“I didn’t recognize it as a 
calling,” he said. “I was happy 
just getting to know the folks 
there, learn about their story. It 
all goes back to Father Rufus.”

GOD’S NUDGING
By 2010, he was back to seri-
ous church-going, and God 
chose 2018 to make a big 
move. Good Friday, in fact.

“The nudging of God 
got intense. I was doing the 
Stations of the Cross at the 
Church of the Good Shepherd, 
praying, thinking, and this 
feeling just wouldn’t go away. 
The nudges became more like 
shoves.”

Then came the doubts. Was 
volunteering where he was 
supposed to be? He’d walked 
away from God once. Was he 
fit?

“I was doubting myself. I 
don’t have the intelligence. 
I’m not articulate enough to 
preach the gospel. What skills 
do I have?”

Then the Rev. Chris Mc-
Mullen came over to drop off 
a book, “and I worked up the 

courage to tell him.”
Rick expected a confirma-

tion of his doubts. Instead he 
got encouragement to move 
forward.

“So since 2018, I’ve been 
learning the process of dis-
cernment,” said Rick. 

His wife was shocked at 
first, “but she knew I was 
serious. I’m the type of person 
who thinks and prays a long 
time before taking the leap.”

DOUBTS
One big doubt, though, was 
where he would go to earn a 
masters degree. He had a full-
time job, a child and a preg-
nant wife. Then God addressed 
that doubt in the form of the 
Rev. Peter Gillies and Bishop 
David Edwards.

Peter was filling in at Good 
Shepherd, and by way of intro-
duction, talked about his call 
to ministry as a family man in 
his 30s.

“I realized God had already 
been through this with Peter,” 
said Rick.

And in a meeting with the 
bishop, he learned he could 
attend St. Stephen’s Univer-
sity, a much closer alternative 
than Nova Scotia, Ontario or 
Quebec. 

He’s completed two se-
mesters of a masters degree 
already, no small feat for the 
husband, father, platoon cap-
tain and volunteer. 

This summer, he’s stretched 
his limits with a 15-hour a 
week, three-month placement 
at Stone Church in uptown 
Saint John.

Rick Cunningham spent the summer ministering at Stone Church in Saint John’s uptown as part 
of his placement. It was one more step in his journey that began with mentoring by the Rev. Rufus 
Onyewuchi more than two decades ago.

MCKNIGHT PHOTO

“I get a lot of strength from 
my studies and this place-
ment,” he said. 

“Firefighting was my dream. 
I thought it was 100 per cent 
right for me,” said Rick. 

“But I feel like it’s work. 
Now, studying, the church, 
here with Jasmine and Ter-
ence, it never feels like work. It 
feels 100 per cent right. I get so 
much energy from being here.”

The Revs. Jasmine and Ter-
ence Chandra are the priests-
in-charge at Stone Church.

PLACEMENT
The Ven. Cathy Laskey chose 
his placement, but he was 
hoping for Stone all along. It’s 
much like the work he did with 
Father Rufus. 

“Jasmine and Terence have 
taken me under their wing and 
I’ve learned so much,” he said. 
“The whole congregation has 
welcomed me. 

“I want to be a parish priest, 
but I’ve learned what a com-
munity parish priest is. It’s 
really up my alley. It’s what I 
see as my ministry.”

He’s also serious about 
chaplaincy in emergency 
services, which he has been 
exposed to during the place-
ment. 

Rick has a long list of sup-
porters he’s grateful for: Father 
Rufus, Cathy Laskey, Chris 
McMullen, his wife, Jasmine 
and Terence and the churches 
of Stone and Good Shepherd.

“All those people have been 
right behind me, even in times 
of self-doubt.”
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Ordinations
 

BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

Sharon Arbeau was ordained 
to the vocational diaconate at 
Trinity Church in the Parish of 
Kingston on May 23.

A socially distanced crowd 
attended, seated both on the 
main floor and the balcony. 
Before beginning, the Rev. 
Douglas Painter gave a thor-
ough rundown of COVID pro-
cedures for the crowd, which 
included many visitors. 

Archbishop David Edwards 
presided. This being Pentecost 
Sunday, his sermon focused on 
the book of Acts.

“On the day of Pente-
cost, the Holy Spirit came to 
empower the Church,” said 
David, adding the canon stalls 
at Christ Church Cathedral 
are always a good reminder 
for him, since each one has a 
carved flame above the head of 
the person sitting there.  

In speaking of Sharon’s or-
dination, David said the office 
of deacon had been historically 
ignored in the Church.

“But that has changed,” he 
said. “The deacon is symboli-
cally the interface between the 
church and the community. 
The deacon is to represent the 
community to the church, and 
the church to the community.”

Some might see this role as 
something new to Sharon, but 
she’s had it, more unofficially, 
for a long time. 

“It’s a culmination of min-
istry that has existed for many 
years,” he said of her ordination.

Regarding chapter 2 of the 
Book of Acts, David said with 
the speaking in tongues, God 
showed his willingness to 
bring the whole of humanity 
back together. But what will 
that look like? he asked.

Then he told the story of 
a parish church in a village 
in England. About 35 years 
ago, they began praying for a 
way to make God known in 
their community, to bring the 
Church to the people. 

Their church had burned 
down, and their prayers came 
from a new location. They 
wondered what they could do 
in this new place, which hap-
pened to have a soccer field 
next door.

“The soccer team was the 
most important, unifying 
force in the village, but there 
was no kids’ team, so they set 
up a kids’ team,” said David. 
“Then others wanted to help, 
and eventually, the guys from 
the church got on the soccer 
board.”

Later on, they were asked, 
“Do Anglicans do catering?” 

Why, yes, we do, was the 
answer. They catered the end 
of season banquet, and in the 
meantime, were asked if they 
could provide an after-dinner 
speaker.

The group went to “Chris-
tians in Sport” and got a Chris-
tian soccer player to speak.

The church has put on 
this event, with catering and 
Christian speaker, every year 
since, “and now soccer and the 
church are integrated,” he said.

Since then, they’ve expand-
ed their building to include 
after school programs and 
other community events.

“Now the church is the hub 
of the village,” said David. “It 
started with a few guys praying 
for what they could do in their 
community. The Holy Spirit 
inspired the whole congre-
gation to be a deacon. The 
congregation represents the 
church to the community, and 
represents the community to 
the church.

“The ministry here can’t 
be wholly Sharon’s or wholly 
Douglas’s,” he said. 

Every church is meant to 
carry the image of God into 
our communities.

“The Holy Spirit will meet 
us there, and help us discover 
our role in the community.”

David recounted the week’s 
eNews story of the food forest 
at St. Mary’s church in Frederic-
ton. Recently, the congregation 
and partners gathered to plant 
fruit trees, berries, nut trees, 
perennial vegetables and herbs 
for those who could use it.

It creates a beautiful spot, 
produces food for those in 
need and invites a community 
to harvest and share it.

“That’s about justice. All 
those things are the character 
of God,” he said. “There are all 
kinds of ways to do the work 
of God — representing God 
to people so they might find 
peace, joy, and justice of God.

“All of us have this diaconal 

responsibility as part of the 
Body of Christ,” he said.

During the consecration, 
Sharon’s good friend, Sandra 
Currie, and Douglas were 
her presenters. Ella Roberts, 
Sharon’s granddaughter, vested 
her. 

David presented her with 
her ordination certificate and 
licence. Sharon will continue 
her ministry in the Parish of 
Kingston. 

Sharon Arbeau 

Bob Cheatley
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

All Saints Church in St. 
Andrews played host to the 
ordination of the Rev. Deacon 
Bob Cheatley to the priest-
hood on June 6. A group of 
fellow priests, mostly from the 
Archdeaconry of St. Andrews, 
joined Bob in support. 

Archdeacon John Matheson 
outlined the COVID proto-
cols and Archbishop David 
Edwards presided. Musicians 
were Steve Braithwaite on the 
organ, and the duo of Ruth 
Dunfield and Dawn James on 
guitar and voice. The service 
was recorded by local televi-
sion station CHCO, allowing 
Bob’s mother to watch the 
ordination when it’s broadcast.

During the ceremony, Bob 
read out the declarations and 
then signed them. John acted 
as Bob’s presenter. The visit-
ing priests, Keith Osborne, 
Kevin Borthwick, Mary Anne 
Langmaid, Ross Hebb and Jim 
Crighton, were invited to lay 
hands on Bob as they prayed. 

In David’s homily, he noted 
that he and Bob have known 
each other for at least 20 
years, their connection being 
education — David at Thresh-
old Ministries and Bob at St. 
Stephen’s University. 

“It’s wonderful to see Bob 
arriving at the place he was 
meant to be,” said David.

Matthew 9:36-38, which 
Bob had just read, is one of 
David’s favourite passages of 
scripture, he said.

“It’s a pivotal point in Mat-
thew’s gospel, where Jesus 
leaves behind the mission of 
trying to convert the institution 
of Judaism, to [implement] the 
new priesthood,” he said. 

“The motive of Jesus is 
spelled out very clearly:  Jesus 
saw the crowds and he was 
moved with compassion, for 
they were like sheep without a 
shepherd.”

Matthew, as a writer, was 
always drawn to the multi-
tudes — those who never fit 
in with the ways of established 
religion, said David.

“They haven’t found their 
rest in God,” he said. “We are 
all to be motivated by the same 
sense of compassion to people 
who haven’t found wholeness 
and healing in Christ, to have 
compassion for those who 
haven’t found their shepherd.

“I ask that you and I seek 
ways to work so that those not 

yet in the fold find their way.”
Near the end of the service, 

parish wardens Nancy Carson 
and David Lord presented 
Bob with a gift. Flowers in the 
church were sent by long-
time friends, the Rev. Keith 
and Elinor Joyce. Keith is the 
former dean of Christ Church 
Cathedral.

David presented docu-
ments, including a licence, to 
Bob, who will continue his 
ministry in the Parish of St. 
Andrews. He also took the op-
portunity, while at All Saints, 
to present a layreaders certifi-
cate to Cheryl Hooper. 

John assured those gathered 
that a public reception to mark 
Bob’s ordination is planned. 

TOP:  The Ven. John Matheson, Archbishop David 
Edwards and the Rev. Bob Cheatley after the 
service. ABOVE: Archbishop David and the Rev. 
Sharon Arbeau during the service. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
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Half capacity is better than 
zero capacity in the Rev. John 
Galbraith’s mind. While the di-
rector of Camp Medley would 
love to see 130 kids running 
around on any given week, 68 
campers onsite was a blessing 
to behold during the second 
week of July.

Camp Medley was closed 
last year, so they concentrated 
on facility upgrades, and held 
family drop-in days to keep 
interest up. 

Fortunately this summer, 
provincial protocols have al-
lowed overnight camping.

“Some camps in New 
Brunswick were able to open 
last year, but we weren’t 
comfortable doing that,” said 
John. “But after a year, kids are 
used to it and we felt we could 
operate. We’ve had two very 
good weeks so far. The kids are 
saying they’ve missed it.”

New this year are biking 
trails in the woods and new 
basketball equipment. But 
not new this year is Savana 
Somers, who spent last sum-
mer in the camp office produc-
ing Facebook videos to keep 
campers’ interest up.

This year, she’s involved 
with Medley Makers camp, 
instructing kids in bracelet 
making, string art, painting 
and hand puppets, to name a 
few. 

“We will be making snow 
globes,” she said. “I’m having a 
blast. It’s nice.”

Emma Burke was a counsel-
lor two years ago and is happy 
to be back. She graduated with 
a science degree in the spring 
and is headed back to the Uni-
versity of New Brunswick for 
its Education program in the 
fall, so this will probably be her 
final year at camp.

Emma, from Cambridge 
Narrows, is a counsellor who 
also does program support and 
administration, She has been 
assigned as tour guide for our 
visit, and her enthusiasm is 
evident.

“No other job is so reward-
ing,” she said. “Like when a 
camper tells you they’ve had 
the best week. I had a camper 
tell me last week they didn’t 
know what the bible is. An-
other didn’t know about the 
cross. I got to explain it.

“I get to make connections. I 
get to be with these kids. I want 
all the kids, including gay kids, 
to feel accepted. I feel Camp 
Medley does that very well. The 
staff is very respectful.”

Emma outlines a typical 

day:  There is no sleeping in at 
camp. Wake up is at 7:30, with 
everyone expected to be at 

the flagpole at 8 a.m. for cabin 
skits and grace, followed by 
breakfast. Chapel is next, with 

cabin clean-up immediately 
after. The rest of the morning 
includes 50-minute sessions. 

Each cabin moves from session 
to session:  canoeing, swim-
ming, sports, crafts, drama and 
so on. 

After lunch, there is another 
session, then tuck (canteen) 
and rest. The remainder of 
the afternoon could include a 
group adventure, cabin time, 
or another program.

After supper there’s an eve-
ning program, with campfire 
and snack, followed by chapel 
and cabin devotions. Then it’s 
lights out.

“It’s a full day,” said Emma.
Canoeing is very popular, 

and this year, the camp ac-
quired a few kayaks. The Rev. 
Dan McMullen, assistant di-
rector for the summer, teaches 
each child how to be safe in 
the water.

“When it’s calm, we can go 
all the way to the other side,” 
said Emma, pointing to Route 
102 across the St. John River. 
“We do canoeing in the morn-
ing because the water is more 
calm.”

John is really pleased with 
this year’s staff, and he’s proud 
to show off the upgrades to 
them, campers and visitors: 
an efficient hot water boiler 
system, new dishwasher, new 
large deck outside the dining 
hall, flower garden, and cabin 
and bathroom upgrades. Every 
light in the camp is now LED. 

It’s hard not to notice all the 
lush grass, which replaced an 
uneven, rocky field.

“The nurse hasn’t seen any-
one for playing or falling on 
the grass this year,” he said. 

“A lot of people put a lot 
of work into this,” he said, 
spreading his arms wide. “Last 
year alone we had more than 
500 volunteer hours. It’s price-
less.”

John expects propane use 
will be cut in half by the boiler. 
The new lights will help cut the 
electricity bill. 
     This season saw a larger 
than usual number of requests 
from parents who could not 
afford the fee to send their 
children to camp.

“There’s been a high 
demand on our sponsorship 
program this year,” he said. “If 
people want to help, we’d really 
appreciate it.”

If you’d like to help offset 
the cost of sending a child 
to camp, or want to help in 
some other way, contact John:  
506-488-2874 or director@
campmedley.ca .

PHOTOS, from top:  Campers enjoy the new grass this season; gaga ball is a very popular 
sport at Camp Medley; canoeists prepare for launching on the St. John River at Upper 
Gagetown. 
PAGE 11, clockwise from top:  Christopher Pillay, under the basketball net, leads a game; 
campers work on a string art project; campers work on bracelet making; counsellor 
Emma Burke helps launch a canoe with the Rev. Dan McMullen paddling; campers work 
on their string art projects during Medley Makers camp in mid July.

Campers are back

at Camp Medley
MCKNIGHT PHOTOS

More photos  
on page 11
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“No other job is so rewarding,” said Emma Burke. 
“Like when a camper tells you they’ve had the 
best week. I had a camper tell me last week they 
didn’t know what the bible is. Another didn’t know 
about the cross. I got to explain it. I get to make 
connections. I get to be with these kids. I want all 
the kids, including gay kids, to feel accepted. I feel 
Camp Medley does that very well. The staff is very 
respectful.”
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BY GISELE MCKNIGHT 

Mansour Najjar’s arrival story was 
published in the June 2020 edition of 
the New Brunswick Anglican. This is a 
follow-up. 

One night during Syria’s civil war, 
Mansour Najjar and his family went to 
sleep as usual in their historic city of 
Aleppo. 

“We went to bed and woke up, and 
Aleppo was gone,” he said. 

The largest city in Syria, with a 
population of 4.6 million residents, 
was devastated. That was 2013, and 
he and his family fled as refugees to 
Lebanon.

Mansour learned their home was 
destroyed once they left — inten-
tionally, because they are Assyrian 
Christians. 

“We left with nothing,” said Man-
sour. “They burned our house as soon 
as they learned we were Christian.” 
     In fact, they marked it with the 
Arabic character NUN, representing 
Nazareth, to show who lived there, 
and then burned it as they have other 
Christian homes. 

Today, sitting in a Tim Horton’s res-
taurant in Saint John, those horrible 
memories are still fresh for Mansour. 
How he got here has everything to do 
with his tenacious nature, the kind-
ness of a priest and the hand of God. 

LEBANON 
For refugees, life in Lebanon is not 
pleasant. The country has been in-
undated with Syrian refugees, and it 
treats them badly to discourage their 
presence.  
     They are blamed for taking jobs 
from the Lebanese, yet they aren’t 
allowed to have jobs legally. Mansour 
remembers a social media campaign 
that directed residents to beat up any 
Syrians they saw on the street.

“They know us by our dress, our 
accent, and because we walk every-

where,” said Mansour. “Syrians aren’t 
allowed to own cars or businesses.”

Mansour began forming a plan to 
get out of the country that did not 
want him, even if it meant leaving his 
mother and brothers behind. 

“I was looking to travel anywhere. I 
just wanted to get out. I tried going to 
Europe and Australia,” he said.

He also tried Canada. He found the 
Canadian immigration website, and 
discovered a list of sponsoring agen-
cies that help refugees. It was divided 
by province and listed alphabetically, 
so he began with Alberta. 

He’d read the sponsoring agency’s 
name, copy and paste the information 
and use Google to find the contact 
information. Then he’d call or email, 
asking for help. He went through 
Alberta, British Columbia, Manitoba, 
New Brunswick and Newfoundland 
before someone responded.

“Honestly, I called so many church-
es,” said Mansour. “I had given up 
— almost. A lady answered and Paul 
called me back. It was very good.” 

HOPE 
That was in January 2017. The Rev. 
Paul Rideout, then a priest in New-
foundland, called Mansour back 
and struck up a conversation which 
became a friendship. 

“He told me the heartbreak-
ing story of how his once beautiful 
country was ravaged by ISIS and other 
extremist groups as well as the spread 
of civil war; of persecution for being 
Christian; of friends and neighbours 
who were killed; and of hopes for his 
future that were crushed,” said Paul. 

“It was a desire to start a new, 
peaceful life away from the horrors 
of war and terrorism that led him to 
reach out desperately to churches in 
Canada, looking for someone to help.”

When Paul relocated to the Parish 
of Rothesay, he shared Mansour’s story 
with the Missions Beyond team.  They 
reached out to the Catholic Diocese of 

Saint John, which had a sponsorship 
agreement with the federal govern-
ment. The two agreed to partner to 
bring Mansour to Canada.

Once the paperwork was filed, it 
was only a matter of months until 
Mansour was preparing to leave Leba-
non — in February 2020.

“When I left at the airport in Leba-
non, they said, ‘we are banning you for 
five years.’ I said, ‘no, ban me for life.’

“Another one said, ‘you’re from 
Aleppo, you should be going to hell, 
not Canada.’”

That was his departure, and he’s 
never regretted leaving.

Arriving in a strange new country, 
“I had nobody but my friend, Paul,” he 
said. “I wasn’t scared. Honestly, I got 
to the point where I don’t care if I’m 
alive. I had nothing to lose. But it was 
exciting and I’d do it again.” 

SAINT JOHN 
“I got here and I couldn’t believe it,” 
said Mansour. “I honestly didn’t care 
about the weather.”

He stayed with Paul for a few days, 
and then moved into his apartment 
in the city’s uptown. Since then, he’s 
discovered a city he loves.

“I like how organized everything is 

mansour najjar

ABOVE:  Fiancée Emily and Mansour;  ABOVE RIGHT:  Allepo, Syria 
in December, 2016 during the civil war;  RIGHT:  Mansour volunteering 
with Inner City Youth Ministry at Christmas.  FAR RIGHT:  A map shows 
Mansour’s birthplace of Apello, Syria and its proximity to Beirut, Lebanon, 
where his mother and brothers live as refugees. 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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— the traffic. They let you in,” he said. 
“I like how nice people are. I’ve been 
treated well.”

He’s taken the opportunity to vol-
unteer with Inner City Youth Minis-
try, run by Paul’s wife, Erin. He’s also 
found a girlfriend, Emily, whom he 
describes as his best friend. 

What he doesn’t like is the crime 
he’s seen. His car was broken into, 
as was his neighbour’s apartment. 
He doesn’t like the drug use he sees, 
either. And he’s found it’s difficult to 
find a job at times.

“I worked at Crosby’s [Molasses] 
for six months,” he said. “As a foreign-

er I didn’t expect to get promoted but I 
was moving up.”

During his off time, he delivered 
packages, a great way to get to know 
his new city, although he was working 
day and night six days a week. Then he 
was laid off from Crosby’s. He got a se-
curity job working nights, and is now 
licenced to work security, but recently 
got laid off as COVID rules have 
relaxed. He now works odd jobs but is 
seeking something more steady.

Despite some setbacks, he supports 
his family in Lebanon, without which 
they would be destitute. He’d love 
to be able to bring them to Canada 

eventually, because he has no plans to 
return to either Lebanon or Syria.

“Never!” he said. “I don’t want to 
go somewhere that reminds me of my 
old life.”

Mansour, now 26, has two mes-
sages he’d like to share.

“I want to be helpful to my gen-
eration. I meet a lot of young people 
upset with what they have. I tell them 
‘you live in heaven.’”

Second, he does not want the world 
to forget about the torment and dan-
ger he left behind.

“I would like people to know — 
there are still people suffering there.” 

Early in the civil war, ISIL began 
marking the homes of Christians 
in Syria with the letter N — NÜN 
— for Nazarene.  
     ISIL demanded that Assyrian 
Christians convert to Islam, pay 
tribute or face execution. Many 
abandoned their homes and fled. 
     Outraged, Christians around 
the world began an interna-
tional social media campaign of 
support, changing their profile 
photos to the letter NÜN.
     The letter has become known 
as the “Mark of the Nazarene.” 
Mansour knows several Assyrian 
Christians who have had the let-
ter tattooed on the backs of their 
necks.

From Wikipedia:  Assyrian Christians 
are an ethnic group indigenous to the 
Middle East. 
     Modern Assyrians are Syriac 
Christians who claim descent from 
Assyria, one of the oldest civilizations 
in the world, dating back to 2500 BC 
in ancient Mesopotamia.  
     Most adhere to the East and West 
Syriac liturgical rites of Christian-
ity. The churches that constitute the 
East Syriac rite include the Chaldean 
Catholic Church, Assyrian Church of 
the East, and the Ancient Church of 
the East, whereas the churches of 
the West Syriac rite are the Syriac 
Orthodox Church and Syriac Catho-
lic Church. Both rites use Classical 
Syriac as their liturgical language.

Traditional Assyrian territory in-
cludes parts of Syria, Jordan, Leba-
non, Israel, Turkey, Iraq and Iran. 
Many wars and massacres, through-
out the ages and more recently, 
have scattered Assyrian Christians 
throughout the world.

RELIGIONNEWS.COM

The letter NÜN

Assyrian Christians

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS PHOTO

WIKIVOYAGE.COM
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Diocesan 
Council 
highlights

BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

Diocesan Council met via 
Zoom May 29 with about 25 
people participating.

Parish Development Of-
ficer Shawn Branch reminded 
everyone of the methods for 
voting, and Archbishop David 
Edwards began the meeting 
with Morning Prayer. 
 
Diocesan Committee  
& Team Structure 
David Peer reported on the on-
going process of studying the 
committee and team structure. 
What he and his small team 
have found is a structure that 
lacks clear roles and responsi-
bilities and finds communica-
tions difficult. Some teams and 
committees are not function-
ing at all. 

From his report, he noted:  
“Our diocesan governance 
structure needs review, par-
ticularly how our committees 
and teams function within it 
and how they might more ef-
fective.”

There are three recommen-
dations:  
1. The bishop establish a com-
mittee to support his responsi-
bility for missional work in the 
diocese. 
2. Engage an expert in gover-
nance to examine our structure 
and make recommendations. 
3. That Diocesan Council 
should decide the new struc-
ture. 

Diocese of Ho 
Sufficient funds have come 
in to move forward with the 
purchase and equipping of a 
mobile medical clinic for the 
Diocese of Ho in Ghana. A 
fundraising effort had been 
in place this spring to meet 
the goal. The Rotary Club is 
heavily involved as a partner in 
moving this project forward. 

Anglican Foundation 
Council heard from Cathy 
Laskey about supporting the 
Anglican Foundation and 
the need for education at 
the parish level to increase 
understanding of the Founda-
tion and how it can benefit 
parishes.  

Chancellor’s Report 
Chancellor David Bell recom-
mended a change to Policy A-9 
(Purchase of Real Property and 
New Construction), by adding 
the word ‘renovations’ to the 
title and policy itself. 

In his report, David noted 
the proposal would include 
non-routine building renova-
tions of at least $10,000. These 
renovation projects would 
therefore come before the 
Property Committee.

“There was a realization 
that it would be appropriate to 
include renovations,” he said. 
“It’s intended to capture those 
things that the Property Com-
mittee can help with.” 

His motion was passed by 
council.  
 
Finance Committee Report
Susan Jack spoke on the cur-
rent cycle of grants. Eleven 
parishes applied for dioc-
esan or Anglican Foundation 
grants, with seven diocesan 
grants approved at a total 
amount of $68,000. One grant 
was funded through an 
alternative source, and two 
grants were recommended for 

forwarding to the Anglican 
Foundation for consideration. 

“We’ve been able to give out 
more diocesan grants than we 
normally would, primarily be-
cause we’ve reduced spending 
during COVID. We thought 
a good way to use the money 
would be for grants,” she said.

Diocesan treasurer Heather 
Harris-Jones noted that there 
was more demand than antici-
pated, and that there is greater 
demand in the spring than in 
the fall. She proposed a motion 
that would see the following 
applications sent to the Angli-
can Foundation:

Parish of Portland’s request 
for $15,000 to help fund a lift/
elevator. Their lift is at the end 
of its life cycle. 

Parish of Lancaster’s request 
for $10,000 for stained glass 
preservation.

Both Susan Jack and David 
Barrett were excused to a 
breakout room to avoid a 
conflict of interest. The motion 
was approved. 

Susan noted in her report 
that, as of the end of April, our 
portfolio has a 5.52 per cent 
return, good news considering 

the budget projected a return 
of four per cent.

Heather reported that the 
process to consolidate portfo-
lios has begun and the over-
all markets have been quite 
steady. The shared ministry 
budget at the end of April 
stood at 96 per cent, the same 
as in April 2019. 

In answering a question 
from Brent Ham, Heather 
noted that the money gained 
from the sale of Bishop’s Court 
and the Synod Office has been 
invested and earmarked for 
future office space.

Heather outlined three fac-
tors that have led to increased 
diocesan spending: upgrades 
to Synod property (Camp 
Medley); retired clergy health 
plan rates have risen; and the 
hiring of a part-time adminis-
trator in the Synod office.

Camp Medley 
Abp. David gave an update on 
Camp Medley, saying they are 
preparing for 200 campers this 
season, staff has been hired 
and they are working on pro-
grams. Provided the camp is in 
level Yellow, residential camp-

ing will happen this summer.
“I believe registration is 

going well,” he said. “Counsel-
lors are in place, including 
Matthew Pitman who is here 
this morning.” (Matthew is a 
Diocesan Council member.)

David announced that 
Camp Brookwood, Diocesan 
Choir School and St. Michael’s 
Youth Conference will not 
operate this summer. 

Diocesan Synod
Abp. David told council that 
plans are underway for a 
Diocesan Synod, subject to 
pandemic regulations, to be 
held in early November. 

“I assume we will have a 
synod and it will be live,” he 
said.

David Peer noted that, 
in talking to other dioceses, 
additional resources would 
be required if synod is held 
online. With the number of 
people involved, we would 
need contracted support for 
online voting.

“But we’re not there yet,” he 
said.

The next meeting of Dioc-
esan Council is Sept. 25.

Members of Diocesan Council. This photo was taken in February 2020 at a council meeting in St. George, which was the last time council 
met in person.  Back row, from left: Brent Ham, Matthew Pitman, Bob LeBlanc, Perry Cooper, Michael O’Hara, David Edwards, Ted 
Quann, Geoffrey Hall, Mary Anne Langmaid, Lionel Hayter.
Front row, from left:  David Peer, William Ross, Paul Ranson, Keith Osborne, John Matheson, Cheryl Young, Susan Jack, Coralie Losier, 
Joni Richardson, Eric Beek, Rob Marsh, David Barrett, Chris Hayes, Rosemarie Kingston (attending on behalf of ACW president Linda 
Fury).
Missing from photo: Kathy Asch, David Bell, Rod Black, Ken Brien, Heather Harris-Jones, Cathy Laskey, Siobhan Laskey, Robert Taylor. 

MCKNIGHT FILE PHOTO
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The vicar of  
Kings Landing

BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

It’s been a long time since 
Kings Landing Historical 
Settlement had a vicar. That 
changed July 25 during a ser-
vice to induct the Rev. Canon 
Walter Williams as the vicar of 
St. Mark’s Chapel of Ease.

Archbishop David Edwards 
presided.

“Forty years ago when I 
was in [the Parish of] Zea-
land, Canon Ted Eaton was 
vicar,” said Walter. “He was on 
paid staff. He told me, ‘Some-
day maybe you’ll be vicar.’ I 
laughed.”

The arrival of CEO Mary 
Baruth to Kings Landing has 
brought about changes, and 
Walter’s new position is one of 
them. 

Earlier, Walter went to meet 
with Mary to do some plan-
ning for the summer services 
at the chapel.

“The next thing I know, I’ve 
got a licence from the bishop!” 
said Walter.

Not only did Mary want 
Walter to be the vicar, she 
wanted him and his wife, 
Lorna, to drop in during the 
week, in period costume.

“So we go more or less once 
a week and visit the various 
homes, talk to the staff and the 
visitors,” he said. 

The first weekday he was on 
site, there was a baseball game 
going on. He was told he was 
pitching an inning.

“So I pitched an inning in 
my cassock,” he said.

Walter finds his new role 
similar to parish ministry, 
visiting homes, chatting and 
taking tea. And Mary has told 
the staff they are free to talk 
with Walter in confidence. He 
is their vicar.

Another big change is the 
Sunday service time. Now at 2 
p.m., it allows visitors to more 
easily catch the last wagon 
back to the entrance, and staff 
have permission to attend, 
since they work every Sunday 
during the season.

The Rev. Canon Walter Williams  
will play an integral role at  
the historical settlement

“Now there’s 10 or 12 staff 
members attending,” he said.

On Rogation Sunday, Kings 
Landing held a church picnic 
after the service, using newly 
built, old-style picnic tables 
and enjoying treats made at 
the houses. 
 
THE INDUCTION SERVICE 
As the bell rang to call vil-
lagers to prayer, a woman 
played Rock of Ages on the 
pump organ. Curious visitors 
wandered in and took a seat. 
For this special occasion, 20 
staff members joined Walter 
as he led the congregation in 
Evening Prayer.

Archbishop David preached 
a homily, which began with 
a recollection of what he had 
been doing 24 hours earlier — 
sticking his feet in a neigh-
bourhood wading pool with 
his wife, Debbie and grandson, 
Isaiah.

“It was his first sleepover 
with Nana and me,” he said, 
adding that Isaiah was there 
without his older sister, Grace 
— a big deal to a four-year-old.

Then David recounted a 
verse from Romans that Walter 
had read that mentioned Abba 
— not the band, he noted. 

“It’s also the name of God,” 
he said.

“During the sleepover, 
Isaiah didn’t cry, he didn’t de-
mand to go home. He knew he 
was safe, protected and cared 
for,” said David. 

You, too, can feel safe, pro-
tected and cared for when you 
call on Abba, he said.

“He loves and cares for us,” 
said David.

As David presented Walter 
with his licence, making his 
appointment as vicar official, 
the congregation broke into 
applause. Walter is already 
well-known to the staff.

On a sad note, David an-
nounced the death of Darrel 
Butler, a retired staffer at Kings 
Landing and member of Christ 
Church (Parish) Church, and 
prayed for Daryl and his family.

After the service, the group 
was invited to Ingraham 
House for fellowship and re-
freshments. Staff from several 
houses had prepared the fresh 
cream, chocolate cake, apple 
squares and other dainties, 
plus glasses of port for guests.  

OTHER CHANGES 
Mary is originally from On-
tario and has many years of 
experience in the field of living 
history, including re-enact-
ments. She began as Kings 
Landing’s new CEO in January, 
2020, just before the pandemic 
hit. She’s thrilled that Walter 

is the vicar and she sees the 
results in her staff.

“We have a lot of regular 
churchgoers, all different 
denominations, and they ap-
preciate the opportunity [to 
attend church],” she said. 

“The staff love seeing Walter 
on-site. It lends itself to a more 
authentic experience,” she said, 
adding that in any 19th cen-
tury village, the vicar, his wife 
and the church would play a 
central role in the lives of the 
inhabitants. 

Last December, they had a 
glimpse of what having a vicar 
would be like. Walter was able 

to lead a Lessons & Carols ser-
vice during a public Christmas 
event. Mary played the violin, 
and other staff played instru-
ments and did readings.

“It was packed,” said Mary. 
Music will now play an 

integral role at the site, with 
her own violin playing, staff 
members learning an instru-
ment from co-workers, and the 
creation of a staff choral group 
that sings for visitors.

“Mary is making church an 
integral part of Kings Landing 
again,” said Walter. “I’m quite 
pleased with the direction it’s 
taking.”

ABOVE: The Rev. Canon 
Walter Williams shows 
off his licence, appointing 
him vicar of Kings 
Landing, presented 
by Archbishop David 
Edwards. 

RIGHT: Lorna and Walter 
Williams at the Ingraham 
House tea following the 
service of induction on 
July 25. 
 
BELOW RIGHT: Kings 
Landing staff members 
take tea with clergy at 
Ingraham House July 25 
following the induction 
service: Evelyn Fidler, 
Jeff Chamberlain, Mary 
Baruth (CEO of Kings 
Landing) and Patricia 
Graham.

MCKNIGHT PHOTOS
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Remembering 
Gerry Carty
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

Editor’s note:  After the story 
called ‘Do you remember 
Dolph Carty?’ was published 
in February, several Frederic-
tonians asked for a story on his 
brother, Gerry. This is the story 
of a remarkable man who loved 
nothing more than to sing in the 
Christ Church Cathedral choir. 
But singing was just one of his 
many talents. 

Pioneer, trailblazer, a man 
of firsts — they’re all good 
adjectives to describe Gerry 
Carty. The man had a list of 
talents, skills and hobbies that 
would boggle the mind. He 
was always busy, always enjoy-
ing himself, always making 
friends.

He was the first Black pilot 
in the Royal Canadian Air 
Force, and the youngest com-
missioned officer at 18. He 
flew 35 sorties over occupied 
territory during the Second 
World War. 

While recovering in Eng-
land from a plane crash, he 
studied electronics, and when, 
post-war, Air Canada rejected 
him as a potential pilot, he 
opened his own electronics 
store. 

He was the first to bring 
cable television to Frederic-
ton. He set up a tower in his 
backyard to facilitate an early 
communications system for 
the Fredericton Police Force. 
And with partners, he opened 
a charter air service in the 
province. 

But that’s not all. He taught 
people to fly and helped found 
the Fredericton Flying Club. 
He was a beekeeper, Air Cadet 
commanding officer, musician 
and gymnastics coach. You 
could often find him at the 
YMCA. And he was a family 
man, raising four children.

It’s difficult to overstate the 
positive impact Gerry Carty 
had on his community, his 
province and his country. 

THE BEGINNING 
Gerry and his four brothers — 
Don, Adolphus, Bill and Clyde 
— were raised in Saint John. 
They were heavily involved in 
their community — sports, 
Scouting, music, church at St. 

Mary’s on Waterloo Street. All 
five joined the military to fight 
in the Second World War and 
all five returned.

They were following the 
tradition of their father, Albert, 
who had fought in the First 
World War. Albert was born 
on St. Maarten, in the Caribbe-
an, and immigrated to Canada 
as a young man.

“Back when the Roots (TV 
show) thing was happening, I 
had the Carty wanderlust,” said 
Gerry’s son, John. “I decided to 
go to the Caribbean.

“There were Cartys every-
where. I found my grandfa-
ther’s sister, Zada, and moved 
in with her for a few months.”

John looked after the chick-
ens and goats, fished with the 
fishermen, and found his own 
roots along with his grandfa-
ther’s.

“I saw gestures in Zada that 
I saw in my dad and in myself,” 
said John. 

POST-WAR 
Gerry returned home and 
opened an electronics store 
on Westmorland Street, then 
moved to the corner of Regent 
and Charlotte. When his shop 
burned, he relocated it to his 
house.

“He repaired TVs, radios, 
record players,” said John. “We 
had the first colour TV.”

If electronics was his career, 
flying was his love. 

“He was an intelligent, 
busy guy,” said John. “He had 
a plane in the garage. He was 
president of the flying club. He 
started an airline.” 

A Sunday drive for most 
readers was a Sunday flight for 
John, who invariably pleaded, 
‘do I have to?’ 

“We were always flying. 
I spent my childhood in the 
back seat of a plane. I became 
so sick of it.”

John sees his father as a role 
model, for the youngsters he 
mentored, for himself and his 
siblings. 
     “I think what we learned 
from Dad was ‘just do it.’ Don’t 
be afraid of things — we can 
do whatever we want,” he said. 
“He would tackle anything. He 
loved people and he loved life.”

Gerry died in 2008 at the 
age of 84. 

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
People at Christ Church Ca-
thedral knew Gerry very well. 
It was hard not to.

“He had a very active place 
in the Cathedral,” said Marilyn 
Lewell. “He had a big belly 
laugh and he always flashed 
that smile of his. He loved to 
tell stories.”

After choir practice, you 
could find Gerry and sev-
eral others enjoying a drink 
together.

“We had a special booth at 
the Sheraton (now the Delta),” 

said Marilyn. “We had many 
meals there.”

Marilyn recalled his fond-
ness for his grandchildren, 
making sure they were in-
volved in music and sports.

“He was so proud of his 
family,” she said.

Lois Baker remembers a 
television she did not buy from 
Gerry, but needing him to 
come by and fix it more than 
once.

“Gerry used to come and 
spend the afternoon,” said Lois. 
“He’d fix my TV and drink tea. 

We had the most wonderful 
time.”

She remembers him as a 
man who loved to have fun, 
and loved to talk to people.

“Gerry would come in the 
Cathedral, and it would take 
him 10 minutes to get up to 
the choir. Everyone wanted to 
talk to him. He was one of the 
nicest men I have ever known.”

One of Lois’s role at the 
church was to have the chil-
dren make cards for shut-ins 

From top of page:
War time group shot.

Evening Times-Globe story from 
1945 highlighting the impressive 
involvement of the Carty brothers 
in the war effort. 

Gerry Carty as a young boy playing 
saxophone on the radio.

Carty continued on page 17
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Gerry Carty, continued

at Christmas and Easter. When 
Gerry was in the hospital, she 
took him a card that a child 
had drawn an airplane on. 

“I took it up to him and he 
laughed and laughed,” she said. 
“I don’t think he ever had a 
negative thought. He was just 
one of those beautiful people.”

Bill Turney remembers 
Gerry as a friend and a highly 
respected professional. 

“He knew his way around 
machinery,” said Bill. “He was 
very responsible and very 
popular.”

At church, his deep bass 
voice was hard to forget. 

“He was a good singer. He 
sang a few solos and spirituals.”

Gerry had a building in his 
backyard he called his office, 
where he spent a great deal of 
time in his older years.

“We had many meetings in 
his office!” said Bill.

Bill and Gerry were part 
of a group, with Carl Eric-
son, Harvey Malmberg and 
Eric Wright, known as the 
ROMEOs — retired old men 
eating out — that got together 
regularly. 

“We went to lunch a lot,” 
said Bill.

“I want to emphasize how 
social he was,” said Bill. “It 
would take him 20 minutes to 
get out of church. He was just 
of those great people. He made 
a great contribution to the 
Anglican Church.”

ABOVE:  Gerry Carty, third from left, with others at the Fredericton Flying Club.  BELOW LEFT:  From an unknown book, with the page title ‘Trailblazer in Aviation and 
Technology.’  BELOW RIGHT:  A Maclean’s magazine article on “The War Generation” April 3, 1995.

Carty continued from page 16
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Canadian deacons meet for online conference
BY DEBBIE EDMONDSON

Anglican deacons from coast 
to coast Zoomed in to the Na-
tional Conference “Deacons in 
a Pandemic and its Aftermath: 
Coming Together in a Virtual 
Community” on July 9-10. 

Special guests were the 
Most Rev. Linda Nicholls (Pri-
mate of the Anglican Church 
of Canada) and the Rev. Susan 
C. Johnson (National Bishop 
of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Canada). 

Deacons from the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in 
Canada (ELCIC) also joined 
the event. (NOTE: The An-
glican Church of Canada and 
the ELCIC are in full commu-
nion).  

The conference began with 
a welcome from Bishop Susan 
Bell and a worship service was 
led by Father Tom Vaughan, 
chaplain to College of Dea-
cons, Diocese of Niagara. 

After the primate’s keynote 
address, we were assigned to 
breakout rooms to discuss 
three key points from her ad-
dress. Her full speech can be 
found here: https://www.angli-
candeacons.ca/news/primate-
gives-keynote-address-at-adcs-
virtual-conference

After feedback and discus-
sion, the second breakout 

asked the question: “How is 
our ministry of community 
engagement and worship being 
impacted by the pandemic?” 

How wonderful to hear 
from deacons across the 
country and how different the 
dioceses and parishes have 
adapted to ministry in this 
time of COVID! Technology 
can be a wonderful thing, and 
being able to have our confer-
ence virtually attested to that. 

There are, however, many 
places and people still on 
the margins that cannot be 
reached technologically. Dea-
cons are in the middle of it all. 

Later on Day 1, we had 
greetings from Ted Dodd, 
president, Diakonia of the 
Americas and Caribbean. 
His slide show was called 
Love Your Neighbour, Do 
Justice. Do Justice, Love your 
Neighbour. He challenged us 
with the questions like what 
concerns are you holding 
and where do you feel God is 
nudging you to put your love 
into action? 

We concluded the day with 
Contemplative Prayer led by 
Canon Stuart Pike (rector, St. 
Luke’s, Burlington). Closing 
and dismissal was led by Dea-
con Jean Ruttan-Yates (Diocese 
of Niagara). 

What a wonderful day it 

was that left us all yearning to 
return the next day for more!  

We were not disappointed. 
Day two began with a worship 
service led by members of the 
diaconal community of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Canada followed by remarks 
from ELCIC National Bishop. 

There were three webinar/
workshops planned, from 
which each participant chose 
one: Migrant Workers - Fa-
ther Antonio Illias; Prejudice 
and Inequality - Deirdre Pike; 
Truth and Reconciliation - 
Archdeacon Val Kerr

This was followed by the 
Anglican Deacons Canada 
members meeting. 

The membership commit-
tee reported that as of June 6, 
2021, there are 351 active dea-
cons in Canada, plus 82 retired 
and 13 persons in formation, 
for a total of 446.    

The name of the organiza-
tion was voted on and accepted 

as Anglican Deacons Canada 
(ADC) from the former As-
sociation of Anglican Deacons 
in Canada (AADC).  

A motion to adopt updated 
mission and vision statements 
was accepted. 

Vision: Deacons, by the 
stirring of the Holy Spirit, 
proclaim the radically inclu-
sive and challenging Gospel of 
Jesus through action, prayer, 
and prophetic word to call the 
church to action to enable the 
compassion and justice of God 
to be realized in the world.

Mission: Through its mem-
bers, Anglican Deacons Can-
ada (ADC) calls and encour-
ages the church to respond to 
human need by loving service, 
to seek to transform unjust 
structures of society, to pursue 
peace and reconciliation, and 
to protect, sustain and renew 
the life of the earth.

ADC supports deacons and 
aspirants to the diaconate and 
educates the church about the 
role of deacons in the ministry 
and mission of the Anglican 
Church of Canada.

The new Board of Directors 
includes Kyn Barker (Diocese 
of Toronto), Jessica Bickford 
(Diocese of Montreal), Lisa 
Chisholm-Smith (Diocese 
of Ontario), Edward Hayley 
(Diocese of British Columbia), 

Roderick McDowell (Diocese 
of Niagara), Robert Mummery 
(Diocese of Calgary), Cheryl 
Rafuse (Diocese of Nova Scotia 
& PEI), Deb Wilson (Diocese 
of Toronto) and Eileen Scully 
as Priest/Presbyter representa-
tive.

After the closing worship 
and final dismissal there was 
an optional social hour with 
newly elected members of the 
Anglican Deacons Canada 
board.

It was a fantastic conference 
during which deacons from 
coast to coast were able to con-
nect, meet, learn and share. As 
good as it all was, we all agreed 
that when we can meet in 
person, it will be a wonderful 
time indeed.

Anglican Deacons Canada: 
https://www.anglicandeacons.
ca/ or on Facebook

DIAKONIA World Federa-
tion: https://diakonia-world.
org/ or on Facebook

Special thanks to the Col-
lege of Deacons in the Angli-
can Diocese of Niagara which 
organized this tri-annual event 
and hosted the video confer-
ence.
The Rev. Debbie Edmondson 
is a deacon at Christ Church 
Cathedral, Fredericton.

ABOVE LEFT:  Samson Hitchcock was baptized at St. John’s in Salisbury on July 4.  Samson’s maternal family has attended St. John’s for generations, and 
continues to be present and active in the parish today. From left, sponsor Charlotte Butt, dad Trent Hitchcock, mom Faith Jones holding Samson (age one month), 
sponsor Daniel Dejong, and the Rev. Chris Hayes.
ABOVE RIGHT:  Mom Aisha Trentowsky, the Rev. Chris Hayes, and dad Kenneth Trentowsky hold young Jack Trentowsky (just short of three months old) during 
his baptism July 11 at St. Andrew’s in Petitcodiac. A beautiful morning saw the church filled as much as allowed for the morning service. Jack was baptized in the 
same font as his sister, Spencer, a few years earlier. His mom and dad were also married in the parish. Jack’s maternal family has roots in the parish dating back to 
the early 20th century, while his dad’s family’s roots grow from Trinity Church in uptown Saint John. 

Baptisms in Salisbury / Petitcodiac
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Senior care comes to Stone
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

Concern for parishioners and 
others was the driving force 
behind the Rev. Jasmine Chan-
dra’s idea to develop a social 
program for seniors.

“I was concerned about 
people being able to socialize 
and get the care they needed,” 
she said. “I knew this was an 
issue during the pandemic.” 

She was worried that the 
isolation had accelerated aging 
symptoms and she knew the 
Memory Café had not been 
meeting in person.

“I noticed a number of 
people in the congregation 
developing dementia,” she said 
of Stone Church in Saint John, 
where she and her husband, 
Terence, are the priests in 
charge.

Then she found out about a 
grant, got together with like-
minded activists in the city 
and the planning began.

Jasmine and Terence’s 
mission, Pennies & Sparrows, 
partnered with the Waterloo 
Village Neighbourhood As-
sociation and the provincial 
Department of Social Develop-
ment to access federal money 
under the “New Horizons for 

Seniors” programs. 
The grant is meant to run 

six events for seniors around 
dementia and Alzheimer’s. The 
aim is to enrich the lives of 
seniors, give them time away 
from home, and expose them 
to friends, fun, information 
and social interaction. 

While Jasmine and others 
help facilitate the program, it’s 
seniors who choose the date, 
decorations, door prizes, take-
home snack bags and musicians. 

“It’s all led and planned by 
seniors,” said Jasmine, adding 
that some of the organizers 
are Stone parishioners. “The 
seniors do everything.”

Held at Stone Church, they 
already have one event under 
their belts, an invitation-only 
affair as their trial run which 
included 21 people. Besides 
the music, there were presenta-
tions by David Goss on history, 
and Mark Harris from the 
Alzheimer’s Society on aging. 

The feedback so far has 
been positive.

“For a number of seniors, 
this was the first social event 
since COVID,” she said. “All 
protocols were in place, social 
distancing and masks, and 
they really enjoyed it.”

Jeanette Savoie, in blue, was one of several seniors who enjoyed the first senior care program held at 
Stone Church in Saint John. The program is a partnership with the Chandras’ Pennies & Sparrows 
ministry and the Waterloo Village Neighbourhood Association, with funding from the provincial 
Department of Social Development.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

They have until next March 
to fulfill the grant objectives 
— five more events. Jasmine 
planned a second one for the 

summer. 
The Rev. Jasmine and the 
Rev. Terence Chandra lead a 
mission in Saint John’s priority 

neighbourhoods called Pennies 
& Sparrows. They are also 
the priests-in-charge at Stone 
Church.

MISSION IN MOTION:  seniors

During the summer, the entire building of St Mark’s church in Jackson Falls in the Parish of Richmond was lifted, the old rock foundation removed and a new ‘ice 
block’ foundation put in place. With the building back on a firm foundation, the surrounding ground needed to be restored and re-seeded. On July 12 the warden 
called for assistance in picking rocks to prepare the ground for loam and grass seed. The surrounding community heard the call for help and joined in with many 
hands and equipment to make the rock picking a shared task that proceeded quickly. The congregation at St. Mark’s, and the entire Parish of Richmond, are 
sometimes small in number, but our communities count on us being there and are ready to help in return.  The centre photo features Ciara Clark hard at work.

A solid foundation in Jackson Falls
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Celebrating 100 Years in Perth-Andover
BY KATHLEEN MCCARTHY

On a sunny Saturday after-
noon, June 5, a beautiful 
celebration took place in 
honour of Helen Miller’s 100th 
birthday. 
     Attending the drive-
through party, which took 
place at her home in Perth-
Andover, were many friends 
and neighbors as well as Mayor 
Marianne Bell, MP Richard 
Bragdon and MLA Margaret 
Johnson. 

Helen was born and raised 
in River de Chute, a small 
community south of Andover 
where her parents made their 
living on a small farm. 

Along with two brothers 
and one sister, she attended a 
small country school and had 
a very happy childhood. She 
speaks of her childhood with 
fondness and credits her love 
of horses to her early years on 
the family farm.

At that time horses were es-
sential to the operation of farm 
as well as transportation. 

Helen went to high school 
in Andover, where she boarded 
with her aunt and uncle, local 
undertaker Gordon Graham 
and his wife. She earned a 
nursing degree at St. John 
General hospital and worked 

there for awhile before her 
marriage.

When asked what was the 
happiest day of her life, she 

promptly replies, “The day I 
was married!” while glancing 
at the picture of she and Don 
on their wedding day. 

Donald Miller was a local 
cabinet maker and owned his 
own shop. When I asked if 
they had a honeymoon, she 
replied with a smile, “I jumped 
in Don’s old pick-up truck and 
we headed for Niagara Falls.” 

They had one daughter, 
Ann; and were blessed with 
grandchildren Charles and 
Emily; and great grandchil-
dren, George and Josephine.

Many pictures adorn the 
stands and shelves of Helen’s 
living room. Through a set of 
beautiful glass doors one can 
see a wall of books. Yes, books! 
Helen’s love of books and read-
ing is evident in her eloquent 
speech when she reads a poem 
or recites a verse. 

Though she declared many 
times that she wasn’t a singer, she 
always sings along when I start 
singing a song. One of her favou-
rite songs is “The Isle of Capri.”

A lifetime of church activity
Helen’s mother, Ola, started 
playing the organ at St. 
George’s Anglican Church at 
the age of 12 when the organist 
had left. 

This being the church where 

Helen and her siblings were 
taught the Anglican doctrine, 
they developed a deep-rooted 
faith in the Anglican church. 
After her marriage to Don, 
they lived in Andover and 
became active members of 
Trinity Anglican Church. 

Helen is a lifetime member 
of the ACW, a member of the 
Altar Guild, worked at church 
suppers, and the Christmas 
Bazaar. In those days the 
church was the hub of the 
community, and a beehive of 
activity. 

Helen misses being able 
to attend church but she is 
very pleased that Rev. Harold 
Boomer, who is presently serv-
ing Trinity Church, visits and 
gives her holy communion. 

Music for the birthday 
party was provided by Sabrina 
Perry Drover and Kathleen 
McCarthy. Violin tunes, “One 
Hundred Pipers” for 100 years, 
Amazing Grace and several 
more lovely old selections were 
enjoyed. 

The blessing of the food 
was asked by our local Baptist 
minister, Nathan Drover. Cake 
was served by Charlene Baird. 
Charlene’s grand daughter, 
Mazie, accepted birthday cards 
from drive-through visi-
tors. 

The Rev. Harold Boomer, Woodstock deanery priest, makes a visit 
and gives communion to Helen Miller at her home.  

KATHLEEN MCCARTHY PHOTO
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Finding a new mission during COVID-19
BY DAVID BARRETT

For many years now, St Luke’s 
Church in the Parish of Portland 
has had a very active outreach 
program assisting the people of 
the Old North End of Saint John 
and throughout the city.  

This included three hot 
meals a week, a free clothing 
closet, free haircuts and free 
footcare.  

Many volunteers from the 
parish and throughout the city 
made this run smoothly, and 
donations of food and cloth-
ing were received from other 
parishes.  

When COVID-19 hit 18 
months ago, we tried to con-
tinue meals through take-outs. 

A group of volunteers came 
in to put together bag lunches, 
and these were passed out at 
the door by the Rev. Cole Har-
tin in an effort to limit possible 
exposure to our volunteers.  

Over time, the Nick Nicole 
Centre started providing hot 

meals daily and the need for 
our lunches ended. As a result, 
we contributed financially to 
the Centre to help with their 
expenses.  

Soon they no longer needed 
our assistance, so we contrib-
uted to Romero House Soup 
Kitchen, the Inner City Youth 
Ministry who were provid-
ing groceries to those in need, 
and to the medical van for our 
companion Diocese of Ho.

Fast forward to 2021 and in 
the early part of the year, we 
were still unable to re-open 
our doors for outreach servic-
es, with the exception of foot 
care, provided by Cleo Cyr of 
the Parish of Hammond River. 

We were looking for 
another ministry to support 
when an email was received 
from Bobby’s Hospice, solicit-
ing donations of food items 

and staples. 
We placed a box in the Nar-

thex and it soon overflowed. 
On April 28, these items were 
delivered to Bobby’s Hospice. 

Outreach is at the heart 
of the ministry of St. Luke’s 
Church and we never dreamed 
that we would have to be cre-
ative in finding ways to use our 
outreach money! 

We look forward to soon 
providing one meal a week, 
coordinating with the Nick 
Nicole Centre and Rivercross 
Church. 

We pray, with all of you, 
that this pandemic will soon 
come to an end so that we may 
resume all our ministries.   

The Rev. Canon David Barrett is 
chaplain of Saint John hospitals 
and the former priest-in-charge 
of St. Luke’s. 

The congregation of St. Luke’s, Parish of Portland, was generous 
with its donations to Bobby’s Hospice is Saint John. Here, former 
priest-in-charge David Barrett is shown with Sue Cunningham.
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LEFT:  All Saints Anglican Church in the 
Parish of Bright did a spring outreach 
program and delivered rhubarb treats to 25 
seniors in the Keswick area. Beautiful “feel 
good” rocks were painted by Christine Adams 
and given to each of the seniors. This was 
definitely a “feel good” event for all! Here 
Lance and Mavis Jones are shown with the 
treats ready for delivery.   

RIGHT:  The Holy Trinity Hammond River 
ACW collected items for the Coverdale Centre 
for Women in Saint John during late spring 
and early summer.  The Coverdale Centre is 
dedicated in raising the profile of women’s 
issues for marginalized women. They have 
been renovating a new property for housing 
single women in a safe environment. With 
the help of our parishioners at Holy Trinity 
Hammond River, we were able to collect 15 
pairs of pajamas, 26 pairs of socks, 2 pairs of 
garden gloves, 7 journals,  6 puzzle books, 
$100 gift card to Superstore and a cheque 
for $330. We are so thankful for all the 
contributions to this worthwhile centre. 

Parish missions
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RADVO (short for Radical Vocation) is a conference that 
provides an opportunity for lay people and clergy to 
explore their vocations. 
     Held in Dallas, Texas, RADVO offers an impressive 
lineup of plenary speakers such as N.T. Wright, Stanley 
Hauerwas and Tish Harrison Warren among others. In 
addition to hearing these speakers the conference offers 
deep times of worship and opportunities to network and 
connect. 
     The Rev. Terence and the Rev. Jasmine Chandra 
(Pennies and Sparrows ministry in uptown Saint John 
and priests-in-charge at Stone Church) have been invited 
to participate as Breakout speakers at the 2021 RADVO 
conference. 
     There are three breakout sessions between plenary 
speakers that attendees can choose to attend. Terence and 
Jasmine will be giving a presentation on their ministry in 
one of these sessions. 
     The conference takes place Sept 23-25. Prayers go with 
them for a successful trip and conference. You can find 
out more at radvoco.org and you can visit the Chandras’ 
website at this address: penniesandsparrows.org .
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Texas bound!

1

Brought  
to our Knees
Prayers during Covid-19

by Judy Rois

 

Brought to our Knees 
Prayers during Covid-19
by Judy Rois

Prayers for individuals with Covid-19, front-
line workers, summer rest, faith communities, 
musicians & choirs, and students.

anglicanfoundation.org
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The Rev. Chris Hayes is a 
musician as well as a priest 
serving in the Parish of 
Salisbury and Havelock. 

New music from newcomers Lion&Bear. Oh my!
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M U S I C   C O M M E N T A R Y

Episcopal 
Announcements

Mansour Najjar, permanent resident of Canada 

Favourite book of the Bible - Job
Birthplace - Aleppo, Syria
What you love most about God – I love how understanding God is
Favourite place on Earth – Wherever my fiancée and children are 
Farthest you’ve been from home - Canada
Favourite meal or dessert – Pizza
Biggest fear – Something happening to my two families
Hidden talent – I sing during shower and I play guitar
Favourite movie or book – Walk The Line
Your hobby – Guitar and video games
Three things always in your fridge – Milk for the baby, pizza for me, 
and sometimes beer
Favourite sports team - Barcelona

Summer is usually a quiet 
time for new releases 
across all genres of music, 

and the summer of the second 
year of a worldwide pandemic 
just makes things weirder.  

A quick look through the 
listings shows lots of live 
version of past materials and 
new singles on offer, but little 
in the line of newly released 
full albums. Lion&Bear seek 
to address this with their new 
album, Hollows, released on 
June 25.

Lion&Bear are not a musi-
cal act that came about in typi-
cal ways. Their name harkens 
to King David in the Bible, 
and his triumphs as a young 
shepherd over the wild beasts 
that threatened the flocks.  

Andrew Enos and Mi-
chael Landingham have been 
friends since childhood, and 
through happenstance also 
became brothers-in-law. Both 
families experienced the loss of 
children, which brought both 
men to an understanding that 
many people do not know how 
to grieve.  

The resulting project is this 

new album, filled with songs 
that seek to praise God in good 
times and bad, in feelings of all 
sorts. It is a praise album that 
describes everyday life.

Like its creators, this album 
goes against the grain. 

For me, the album actually 
gets better as it progresses, 
rather than the opposite. The 
songs, lyrics, and energy get 
stronger, larger. 

The connective thematic 
tissue of every track is living 
with grief in the reality of God 
loving you. Such a theme usu-
ally comes through in reflec-
tive, almost pensive music that 
dares not become anything 
that could be accused of being 
too exuberant.  

“Stillness” begins in that 
quiet, reflective vein, but grows 

in strength and decibels, show-
ing that the band understands 
that grief can still contain a 
love for God.  

“Woke up this morning 
with feelings I don’t recall / Try 
to remember feeling better but 
I can’t at all…” leads to “There 
is nothing I can’t do / When 
I’m resting in the stillness / 
There is nothing You won’t do 
To keep me, keep me in the 
stillness.”

Several tracks were released 
earlier this year as singles, 
including fan favourites “The 
Reason,” “Held By Your Love,” 
and “Warrior King.” 

All were well-received. And 
to further push back against 

the stereotype of grief songs 
being slow, sad songs, the band 
offers, in the middle of the 
record, a swinging, stomping 
tune called “Trust.” 

This song also serves as a 
kind of turning point for the 
album, as the songs get much 
more forthright, confident in 
the lyrical themes, and stron-
ger in expressions of faith.  

“Lighthouse,” another 
earlier-released single, is a 
beautiful song crafted with the 
theme of a lighthouse guiding 
sailors to safety and shelter 
(perhaps a bit in the tradition 
of the great tune by the same 
name by Rend Collective).  

“Warrior King” is a quiet 
song that, incredibly (consid-
ering what brought grieving to 
the band’s families in the first 
place), features the voice of a 
young child reading the bibli-
cal passages that inspired this 
song: Romans 8:31, 1st Samuel 
17:37, and Exodus 15:3 in suc-
cession. *insert chills down 
your spine here.* Wow.

“Wherever I Go” is the 
final song on the album, and 
because nothing on this album 

is typical, the song has a trium-
phant, declamatory feel to it, 
and rightly it should: God has 
triumphed over the debilitat-
ing fears and crippling doubts 
and questions.  

To have listened to this 
album in its entirety is to have 
travelled this journey. “So take 
your doubts and all your fears, 
let them fall and disappear / 
Depression and anxiety with 
bow before the King of Kings / 
For the best is yet to come.”  

This album, I feel, is impor-
tant, regardless of the time in 
which it was written, or what 
might have challenged its 
creation.  

It speaks to feelings we all 
experience, and reminds us of 
a core truth of our faith: Jesus 
Christ is our Saviour; He walks 
with us, and the best is yet to 
come.  

The Rev. Kevin McAllister has 
resigned as priest-in-charge of 
the Parish of Marysville, effec-
tive Aug. 31. 
 
The Rev. Wendy Amos-Binks’ 
appointment as incumbent in 
the Parish of St. James, Monc-
ton, has been extended to Jan. 
31, 2022. 

Rick Cunningham, of the Par-
ish of Lancaster, has been made 
a postulant in the diocese.  

Archbishop David has recom-
mended the appointment of 
the Rev. Dr. Cole Hartin as 
the Diocese of Fredericton’s 
representative to the Atlantic 
School of Theology Senate for 
a three-year term, renewable 
once. 

The Rev. Dr. Cole Hartin is 
appointed rector of the Parish 

of Portland effective July 1. A 
celebration of this new minis-
try will be held at St. Luke’s on 
Sunday, Sept. 26 at 4 p.m. 

The Rev. Canon Gerald 
Laskey is appointed Re-
gional Dean of the Deanery of 
Chaleur-Miramichi for a term 
ending May 31, 2024. 

The Rev. Canon Walter Wil-
liams has been appointed 
Vicar of St. Mark’s Chapel of 
Ease, Kings Landing, effective 
June 1.

Archbishop David Edwards 
has accepted the resignation 
of the Rev. Ann Fairweather, 
Parish of Restigouche, in order 
to retire, effective Oct. 31.
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“SHARING HOPE & HELP”

T H E   A R U S H A   C A L L 

The Arusha Call to 
Discipleship 

This is a call to life
CAROLYN V ON UNSPLASH

The text of the Arusha Call: 
As disciples of Jesus Christ, both individually and collectively: 
• We are called by our baptism to transforming discipleship: a Christ-connected way 
of life in a world where many face despair, rejection, loneliness, and worthlessness. 
• We are called to worship the one Triune God—the God of justice, love, and grace—at 
a time when many worship the false god of the market system (Luke 16:13). 
• We are called to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ—the fullness of life, the 
repentance and forgiveness of sin, and the promise of eternal life—in word and deed, 
in a violent world where many are sacrificed to the idols of death (Jeremiah 32:35) and 
where many have not yet heard the gospel. 
• We are called to joyfully engage in the ways of the Holy Spirit, who empowers people 
from the margins with agency, in the search for justice and dignity (Acts 1:8; 4:31). 
• We are called to discern the word of God in a world that communicates many contra-
dictory, false, and confusing messages. 
• We are called to care for God’s creation, and to be in solidarity with nations severely 
affected by climate change in the face of a ruthless human-centered exploitation of the 
environment for consumerism and greed. 
• We are called as disciples to belong together in just and inclusive communities, in 
our quest for unity and on our ecumenical journey, in a world that is based upon mar-
ginalization and exclusion. 
• We are called to be faithful witnesses of God’s transforming love in dialogue with 
people of other faiths in a world where the politicization of religious identities often 
causes conflict. 
• We are called to be formed as servant leaders who demonstrate the way of Christ in a 
world that privileges power, wealth, and the culture of money (Luke 22:25-27). 
• We are called to break down walls and seek justice with people who are dispossessed 
and displaced from their lands—including migrants, refugees and asylum seekers—
and to resist new frontiers and borders that separate and kill (Isaiah 58:6-8). 
• We are called to follow the way of the cross, which challenges elitism, privilege, per-
sonal and structural power (Luke 9:23). 
• We are called to live in the light of the resurrection, which offers hope-filled possi-
bilities for transformation. 

 
We are called to live in the light 

of the resurrection,  
which offers hope-filled  

possibilities for transformation.

BY DAVID EDWARDS 

The World Council of 
Churches’ Conference on 
World Mission and Evange-
lism met in Arusha, Tanzania, 
in March 2018. From this 
meeting the more than 1,000 
participants, who were all 
regularly engaged in mission 
and evangelism, issued the 
Arusha Call to Discipleship. 

At our own national church 
General Synod in 2019, resolu-
tion A-129 was passed that 
we affirm the Arusha Call; 
encourage bodies within the 
General Synod to integrate this 
call into the guiding principles 
of baptismal living for the 
shaping of national ministries; 
and commend the Arusha Call 
to dioceses for study and inclu-
sion in their considerations 
of evangelism, witness and 
discipleship. 

For the past year, Spiritual 
Development Team members 
and others have offered reflec-
tions on the 12 points within 
this call. This is the final reflec-
tion, from Archbishop David 
Edwards.

In 2018 the World Council 
of Churches (WCC) issued the 
Arusha Call to Discipleship, 
then there was COVID-19. 
The pandemic has highlighted 
many of the issues which 
Arusha raised, but also points 
to something very important. 
We are one. It does not matter 
what the issue is, as residents 
of this planet we are in this 
together. 

The Arusha call is a call to 
live in ways that are faithful to 
the Gospel. The first line is of 
vital importance, “As disciples 
of Jesus Christ, both individu-
ally and collectively…”. It then 
goes on to list the 12 points 
of the call. We learn to be dis-
ciples of Jesus as individuals, 
but also together. In John 17:20 
Jesus prays for those who will 
believe because of the words 
of the disciples that we may be 
one with each other and with 
him and the Father.  

This is part of the bigger 
story. In John 20: 30 -31 the 
Apostle writes: 

“Now Jesus did many other 
signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not writ-
ten in this book. But these are 
written so that you may come 
to believe that Jesus is the Mes-
siah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may 
have life in his name.” 

The Gospels are not a ran-
dom collection of stories with 
meaning. They are intentional 
about revealing the purposes 
of God. One of the ways in 
which this is done is through 
living a different life in unity 
with the resurrected Jesus and 
each other, to demonstrate 
what the people of God look 
like, that others might see and 
believe. 

In essence the final point of 
the Arusha call is a call to life, 
that being to live in the light of 
the resurrection, which offers 
hope for transformation. This 
happens on all levels, relation-
ship with God, relationship 
with others and relationship 
with creation. 

During the past year I 
have read three very sad and 
disturbing books. They were 
written by “successful” Chris-
tian leaders from different 
denominations who have not 
only turned their backs on 
church, but also on God. 

Individually, they had 
various reasons for leaving, but 
one thing was consistent: ei-
ther they or their congregation 
members were not living trans-
formed lives. They were not 
necessarily talking about moral 
failing, but that following Jesus 
did not seem to be transforma-
tive in the way people looked 
at the world. The models of the 
world had been adopted by the 
Church. 

I sometimes ask myself 
what it is to live life in the light 
of the resurrection? Although I 
am sure we could all pick holes 
in the Arusha Call, its overall 

trajectory tells us what this is 
like. It involves looking away 
from self and towards others, 
once again on both the per-
sonal and collective levels.  
     This can be something very 
simple, but there will be a cost. 
One of our parishes has part-
nered with a local coffeeshop/
restaurant in a pay-it-forward 
scheme. They bought a num-
ber of free coffees for those 
who cannot afford them. Cards 
have been stuck to a board and 
anyone can take one. This has 
inspired other people to join in 
paying it forward.  

There are also the big things 
that we are called to and which 
we do collectively on a large 
scale, such as the issues sur-

rounding Residential Schools 
and Indigenous Peoples. This is 
something we are working on 
as a national church. 

If we look to Jesus, we see 
the resurrection life being 
lived. It is not centred on self, 
but on others. That is the call 
we are faced with.  
     As the Arusha document 
reminds us, this has to be sur-
rounded with prayer. 

“This is not a call that 
we can answer in our own 
strength, so the call becomes, 
in the end, a call to prayer: 
Loving God, we thank you for 
the gift of life in all its diversity 
and beauty. Lord Jesus Christ, 
crucified and risen, we praise 
you that you came to find the 

lost, to free the oppressed, to 
heal the sick, and to convert 
the self-centred. Holy Spirit, 
we rejoice that you breathe in 
the life of the world and are 
poured out into our hearts. As 
we live in the Spirit, may we 
also walk in the Spirit. Grant 
us faith and courage to deny 
ourselves, take up our cross 
and follow Jesus: becoming 
pilgrims of justice and peace 
in our time. For the blessing of 
your people, the sustaining of 
the earth, and the glory of your 
name. Through Christ our 
Lord, Amen.”  

David Edwards is the 
archbishop of Fredericton. 




