SEED TIME and HARVEST
NOISY OFFERING CHALLENGE — SEPT. 5 & 12
created by the northwest washington synod hunger team

Help the Northwest Washington Synod Hunger Team
gather funds to sponsor grants for local hunger work.

WELCOME
Grace and peace to you from the Northwest Washington Synod Hunger Team.
At the 2021 NW WA Synod Assembly, the Hunger Team distributed $500 grants to FIVE
congregations doing incredible work to feed and meet the needs of their community
members. The Hunger Grant recipients were:
● Emmaus Table (Seattle)
● Hope Lutheran (Lynden)
● Mt. Si Lutheran (North Bend)
● Northlake Lutheran (Kenmore)
● St. Matthew’s Lutheran (Renton)
Click on the image to watch the video shared during the 2021 NW WA Synod Assembly.

Pastor Anja Helmon, Northlake Lutheran (Kenmore)

The NW WA Synod Hunger Team has created a two-week Noisy Offering initiative for Sunday,
September 5 and Sunday, September 12 (“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday). YOU are invited
to help the NW WA Synod Hunger Team gather funds to sponsor future grants, which will be
distributed to local ELCA faith communities in support of their work to creatively address
hunger and food insecurity.
In this information packet, you will find:
● Suggestions for scripture readings, liturgy elements, & hymns on Sept. 5 & 12.
● Information about the “Noisy Can Contest.”
● Suggestions for collecting & counting your offering.
● A printable/downloadable graphic to promote the two-week noisy can offering
challenge.
● Two short, shareable videos explaining the noisy can offering to your community.
Thank you for exploring how you & your faith community can plant seeds which will be
harvested into grants to support local hunger ministries (possibly your own!) in the Northwest
Washington Synod.
Until all our fed,
The Northwest Washington Synod Hunger Team
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SEPT. 5 | SCRIPTURE SUGGESTIONS
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 (NRSV)

The sayings in the book of Proverbs impart the collective wisdom of centuries. Speaking of wealth
and poverty, these particular verses teach that those who are blessed by God should honor the poor,
for they are within God’s special care. Christians have used such passages to preach a
counter-cultural care for the dispossessed.

A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches,
and favor is better than silver or gold.
2
The rich and the poor have this in common:
the Lord is the maker of them all.
8
Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity,
and the rod of anger will fail.
9
Those who are generous are blessed,
for they share their bread with the poor.
22
Do not rob the poor because they are poor,
or crush the afflicted at the gate;
23
for the Lord pleads their cause
and despoils of life those who despoil them.
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Psalm 146 (NRSV)

We respond to the passage from Proverbs with Psalm 125, in which the people affirm their faith in
God’s protection for those who do good. Christians have taught that only because of Christ can
persons be upright.

Hallelujah!
Praise the Lord, O my soul!
2
I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
3
Put not your trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there is no help.
4
When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish.
5
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the Lord their God;
6
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
7
who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.
The Lord sets the captive free.
8
The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
the Lord loves the righteous.
9
The Lord cares for the stranger;
the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
10
The Lord shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!
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James 2:1-10, 14-17 (NRSV)

James, tell it like it is! We seem little better than James’s community at treating rich and poor equally.
For James, genuine faith will alter stereotypical societal values. The passage calls contemporary
believers to enact their salvation by their care for the poor and for the brother, sister, or sibling who
lacks daily food.

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord
Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly,
and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing
the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say,
“Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and
become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God
chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has
promised to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who
oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme the
excellent name that was invoked over you?
8
You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the
law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become
accountable for all of it.
14
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works?
Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16and one of you
says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their
bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.
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Mark 7:24-37 (NRSV)

Our life as a baptized people includes our ears being open to the suffering of the poor. How can the
resources of our small globe—enough food, safe water, clean air—be distributed in a way that
announces the power of our baptism?

From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did
not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, 25but a woman
whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came
and bowed down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She
begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the children be fed
first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered
him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her,
“For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home,
found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.
31
Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of
Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man who had an
impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside
in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched
his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be
opened.” 35And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke
plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more
zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”
24
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SEPT. 5 | HYMN SUGGESTIONS
God Bless to Us Our Bread // Bendice, Señor, nuestro pan
[All Creation Sings, #1056]
SPANISH
Bendice, Señor, nuestro pan,
y da pan a los que tienen hambre
y_hambre de justicia_a los que tienen pan.
Bendice, Señor, nuestro pan.

ENGLISH
God bless to us our bread,
and give bread to all those who are hungry,
and hunger for justice to those who are fed.
God bless to us our bread.
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Let Not the Needy Be Forgotten [All Creation Sings, #1058]
Let not the needy be forgotten.
And let not the hope of the poor be stripped away.

I’m a-Goin’-a Eat at the Welcome Table [This Far by Faith, #263]
[1] I’m a-goin’-a eat at the welcome table,
I’m a-goin’-a eat at the welcome table,
some of these days.
I’m a-goin’-a eat at the welcome table,
I’m goin’-a eat at the welcome table,
some of these days.
[2] I’m a-goin’-a feast on milk and honey,
I’m a-goin’-a feast on milk and honey,
some of these days.

I’m a-goin’-a feast on milk and honey,
I’m goin’-a feast on milk and honey,
some of these days.
[3] I’m a-goin’-a wade ’cross Jordan’s river,
I’m a-goin’-a wade ’cross Jordan’s river,
some of these days.
I’m a-goin’-a wade ’cross Jordan’s river,
I’m goin’-a wade ’cross Jordan’s river,
some of these days.
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SEPT. 5 & 12 | LITURGY SUGGESTIONS
Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the
sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity,
☩ one God, whose teaching is life,
whose presence is sure, and whose love
is endless. Amen.
Let us confess our sins to the one who
welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God our comforter:
like lost sheep, we have gone astray.
We gaze upon abundance and see
scarcity. We turn our faces away from
injustice and oppression. We exploit the
earth with our apathy and greed. Free
us from our sin, gracious God. Listen
when we call out to you for help. Lead
us by your love to love our neighbors as
ourselves. Amen.
All have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩
Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness
of all your sins. Amen.

Offering Prayer

God of abundance, you cause streams
to break forth in the desert and manna
to rain from the heavens. Accept the
gifts you have first given us. Unite them
with the offering of our lives to nourish
the world you love so dearly; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
All who hunger and thirst, come.
The table is ready.

Prayer after Communion

Lord of life, in the gift of your body and
blood you turn the crumbs of our faith
into a feast of salvation. Send us forth
into the world with shouts of joy, bearing
witness to the abundance of your love
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Blessing and Dismissal

People of God, you are Christ’s body,
bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you
now and forever. Amen.
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in
you. Thanks be to God.
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SEPT. 12 | HYMN SUGGESTIONS
God’s Work, Our Hands (sung to the tune of “Earth and All Stars”)
[1] God's work, our hands: working together,
building a future, repairing the world,
raising up homes, planting new gardens,
feeding the hungry and shelt'ring the cold.

[3] God's work, our voice: singing together,
praising, proclaiming to all who will hear,
praying for peace, shouting for justice,
claiming God's love for the lost and the least.

[Chorus] Bless, God, our hands as we work in
your name, sharing the good news of your
Gospel.

[Chorus] Bless, God, our voice as we speak in
your name, sharing the good news of your
Gospel.

[2] God's work, our feet: trav'ling together,
following Jesus to places unknown,
walking as friends, marching for freedom,
running the race with God's future the goal.

[4] God is at work in and around us:
seedlings are sprouting & bread's on the rise!
Washed and set free, humbled and honored,
gifted by grace, we respond in God's love.

[Chorus] Bless, God, our feet as we follow
your way, sharing the good news of your
Gospel.

[Chorus] Bless, God, our lives as we answer
your call, sharing the good news of your
Gospel.

Click on the graphic above to learn more about “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday.
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Click the sheet music above to hear a recording of this hymn!
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“NOISY CAN” CONTEST | INFORMATION
You are invited to create your own “Noisy Can” in which to collect an offering for local
ministries addressing hunger on September 5 and 12. You can decorate a metal watering
can, a hardware store bucket, your usual offering basket, or something else entirely!

Then, post a picture of your decorated offering vessel to the Public Facebook Group called
“NW Washington Synod Hunger Team” to be entered into the Noisy Can Contest. The
winning faith community’s bucket will have a GOAT donated in its name to a community in
need through the ELCA Good Gifts program.

To learn more about ELCA Good Gifts, click on the motivational goat picture above.
11

NOISY OFFERING | COLLECTION
Due to COVID-19 precautions, we suggest placing the Noisy Can in a central location (like
the worship space or the church entrance) rather than inviting the community to pass
around the bucket. As community members walk past the Noisy Can, they can deposit their
own coins and hear the “clink” of their generous seeds being planted into local hunger
ministry efforts around the NW WA Synod.

Click on the image above to purchase a
4¼” metal bucket from IKEA for 79 cents.

Click on the image above to purchase a
88 oz metal watering can from IKEA for
$5.99.

If your community is not gathering in person at this time, do not fear! We encourage you to
invite your community to specify their September 5 & 12 online giving to your ministry site
under the line item “Synod Hunger Team Noisy Offering” (more information below!).

NOISY OFFERING | COUNTING
Here are a few ideas for how to count your Seed Time and Harvest offering:
● Invite the children & youth of your community to rolls the coins, so they can be
deposited into your congregation’s account before writing a check.
● Research local banks & credit unions in your area that have coin-cointing machines.
● Use Coin Star in local grocery stores. (Coin Star takes a small percentage of the
collection, but it is very easy.) Put coins in the counting machine, receive a ticket with
dollar amount, take to cashier, and receive the cash.
Checks should be written to the Northwest Washington Synod for (memo line) “Synod Hunger
Team Noisy Offering.”
Checks can be mailed to the Synod Office: 5519 Phinney Ave N, Seattle, WA 98103

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!
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NOISY OFFERING | VIDEOS

Click on the image above to watch the Seed Time and Harvest noisy offering promo video.

Click on the image above to watch the Seed Time and Harvest children’s message video.
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NOISY OFFERING | GRAPHIC

Click on the graphic above to download as a PNG (high quality image) file.
Click here to download a PDF for displaying in your worship or community gathering space.
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