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St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the  
Lekwungen speaking people. 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria 

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of 
this community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive 
and serving community which is open to all. 
Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long 
history and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and 
opportunity for prayer and to be a part of our community. 
We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) 
are available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 

In these times of COVID-19, appropriate protocols are in place. We continue to require masks and physical 
distance for any in-person gatherings and ask all to observe careful hand hygiene.  

The Sunday morning service takes place in-person, via live stream and is accessible on Zoom. Please 
check our website on how to book to attend or receive the Zoom 
link: https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca or contact admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca   
Sunday Evensong will continue livestreamed weekly on the church website and Facebook pages, as 
well as in-person attendance.  
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording.  

Contacting Us: The church office is now open Monday-Friday, 9am-12 Noon. We are checking phone messages 
and answering emails. The main email for contact is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive 
prayer for yourself or for another, there will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their 
prayers. Please contact: the church office at the above email address.  
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. 
Please stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

Assisting with tonight’s Liturgy 

Officiant: Stephanie Wood, Curate; Sermon: Kieran Wilson, Intern. 
Music:  The MacRae Choral Scholars 
Videographers: Karen Coverett and Ryan Qu 

A note about language 

In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder – realising that any 
language about God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God 
as male, or in terms which elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not 
to restrict or define our understanding of God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about 
the Divine: instead we use the beauty of the words and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of 
the God beyond all words. 

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation.  
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

Organ prelude 

The Responses   

 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
  Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.) 

Psalm   ` Psalm 119.9-16 

9  Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way * 
 even by ruling himself after thy word. 
10  With my whole heart have I sought thee * 
 O let me not go wrong out of thy commandments. 
11  Thy words have I hid within my heart * 
 that I should not sin against thee. 
12  Blessed art thou, O Lord * 
 O teach me thy statutes. 
13  With my lips have I been telling * 
 of all the judgements of thy mouth. 
14  I have had as great delight in the way of thy testimonies * 
 as in all manner of riches. 
15  I will talk of thy commandments * 
 and have respect unto thy ways. 
16  My delight shall be in thy statutes * 
 and I will not forget thy word. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost, 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen. 
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First Lesson    Text: Exodus 12.21-27 

Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, ‘Go, select lambs for 
your families, and slaughter the passover lamb. Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in 
the blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the 
blood in the basin. None of you shall go outside the door of your house until 
morning. For the Lord will pass through to strike down the Egyptians; when he 
sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the Lord will pass over that 
door and will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you down. 
You shall observe this rite as a perpetual ordinance for you and your children. 
When you come to the land that the Lord will give you, as he has promised, you 
shall keep this observance. And when your children ask you, “What do you mean 
by this observance?” you shall say, “It is the passover sacrifice to the Lord, for he 
passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt, when he struck down the 
Egyptians but spared our houses.” ’ And the people bowed down and worshipped. 

Magnificat Text: Lk. 1:46-55  Music: Thomas Morley, Fauxbourdons 

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from 
henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath 
magnified me; and holy is his Name.  And his mercy is on them that fear him 
throughout all generations.  He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath 
scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He hath put down the 
mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He hath filled 
the hungry with good things; and  the rich he hath sent empty away.  He  
remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel;  As he promised to our 
forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  
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Second Lesson   Text: Matthew 4.23-5.20 

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the 
people. So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought to him all the 
sick, those who were afflicted with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, 
epileptics, and paralytics, and he cured them. And great crowds followed him 
from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.  
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:  
‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  
‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  
‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  
‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  
‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  
‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.  
‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.  
‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under 
foot.  
‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one after 
lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives 
light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.  
‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not 
to abolish but to fulfil. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not 
one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is 
accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of 
the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  
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Nunc Dimittis   Text: Luke 2:29-32. Music: Morley 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all 
people; To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people 
Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    

Apostles’ Creed 

 All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the 
Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He 
descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended 
into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of 
sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects 

 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 
 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And 
forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us 
not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the Queen; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
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First Collect, of the day: The Episcopal Church 
LORD of all power ad might, who art the author and giver of all good things: Graft 
in our hearts the love of thy Name, increase in us true religion, nourish us with all 
goodness, and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever.. Amen. 

Second Collect, for Peace: 
  O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 

proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we 
being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

Third Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 
  LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 

us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Anthem    Text: Translation of Te lucis ante terminum, King’s Primer, 1545. Music: Anon. (c. 1548) 

O Lord, the maker of all thing, 
We pray thee now in this evening 
Us to defend through thy mercy 
From all deceit of our enemy. 

Let neither us deluded be, 
Good Lord, with dream or fantasy; 
Our hearts waking in thee thou keep 
That we in sin fall not on sleep. 

O Father, through thy blessed Son, 
Grant us this our petition, 
To whom, with the Holy Ghost always, 
In heaven and earth be laud and praise. 

Intercessions 
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Hymn    Text: Thos. Ken (1637-1711). Music: Thos. Tallis (1505-85); vs. 2 arr. T. Ravenscroft (1621) 

The congregation is invited to join in verses 1, 3, and 5. 

1. Glory to thee, my God, this night 
for all the blessings of the light; 
Keep me, O keep me, King of kings, 
Beneath thy own almighty wings. 

2. Forgive me, Lord, for thy dear Son,  
the ill that I this day have done, 
That with the world, myself, and thee, 
I, ere I sleep, at peace may be. 

3. Teach me to live, that I may dread 
The grave as little as my bed; 
Teach me to die, that so I may 
Rise glorious at the awful day. 

4. O may my soul on thee repose, 
and with sweet sleep mine eyelids close, 
Sleep that may me more vigorous make 
to serve my god when I awake. 

5. Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
praise him, all creatures here below, 
praise him above, ye heavenly host, 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Sermon 

 

Final Hymn (CP 439) Text: John Keble (1792-1866) and the Mitre Hymn Book, 1836.  

 Music: FRANCONIA, Wm. H. Havergal (1793-1870) 

1 Blest are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see our God; 
the secret of the Lord is theirs, 
their soul is Christ's abode. 

2 The Lord, who left the heavens 
our life and peace to bring, 
to dwell in lowliness with men, 
their pattern and their King; 

3 Still to the lowly soul 
he doth himself impart, 
and for his dwelling and his throne 
chooseth the pure in heart. 

4 Lord, we thy presence seek; 
may ours this blessing be; 
give us a pure and lowly heart, 
a temple meet for thee. 

The Blessing or Grace  

Organ Voluntary  
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