
Squamish United Church 
August 29, 2021 

Every good and Perfect Gift 
 

Welcome  
 
As we enter into worship let us consider how 
Every generous act of giving is a tribute to God’s love for us. 
So let us be people of generous and abundant gifts for others. 
Be ready to listen and slow to react in anger. 
Let us be peaceful people. 
with hearts and spirits ready to serve and love one another 
May our hearts be open to hear and respond to words of life in the service 
of hope and peace. 
 
Hymn Spirit Open My Heart MV 79 
 
Scripture Reading: 
James 1:17-27 
17 Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or 
shadow due to change.[a] 18 In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us 
birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of 
his creatures. 
 
19 You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, 
slow to speak, slow to anger; 20 for your anger does not produce God’s 
righteousness. 21 Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank 
growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word 
that has the power to save your souls. 
22 But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive 
themselves. 23 For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are 
like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 24 for they look at 
themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. 
25 But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and 
persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be 
blessed in their doing. 
26 If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but 
deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and 



undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in 
their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 
 
Opening Prayer 
Creating God, 
you are the source of summer’s splendour— 
the beauty and fragrance of delicate flowers, 
and sweet sound of birdsong. 
We come to you this morning 
with delight and gladness, 
grateful for all of your wonders. 
As the fields produce their harvest, 
may your love grow within us, 
that we too may produce a harvest 
of love, hope, and joy. Amen. 
 
Hymn Canticle of Turning MV 120 
 
Reflection Slow to Anger 
 
Hymn Come O Fount      VU 559 
 
Benediction 
 
As we go from this space, 
give us eyes to see afresh the beauty of relationship, 
give us ears that are quick to listen, 
give us mouths that are slow to speak, 
give us hands whose actions are compassionate, 
give us feet to walk only with You, 
and give us a heart to know and share the blessings of God, 
that the whole world may be transformed. 
Amen 


