
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 29, 2021

10 am Service 



Presider: Rev Sharon Smith 

Music: Rob Gloor

Gordon Lee, 

Robb Watt, 

Marc Kaiser & 

Vivian McGie

Coffee Group: Penny Zuk & Gillian  

Holland 

Greeters:        Tony Dodd 

Sharon Fedorak

Altar Guild:    Bonnie Grundy 

Readers:         Penny Zuk &          

Kim Mead

Intercessor:    Janet Johnston 

Livestream:      Armin & Sara



Gathering of the Community (By Tim Graves)

Presider: We gather on the unceded 

land of the Coast Salish peoples. 

These lands and waters, the 

creatures and plants have cared for 

and been cared for by Squamish and 

Tsleil-Watuth people from time 

immemorial. We commit ourselves 

to seek just and right relationship 

with them.

Presider: Open our minds.

All: May they be fertile soil for 

your word and ways.

Presider: Open our hearts.

All: May they be filled with 

love of neighbor 

and a passion for justice.



Presider: Open our hands.

All: That we use them to build 

a world of 

compassion and hope. 

Amen

Artist: Nyree (Ngari) Reynolds
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Gathering Hymn:  All are Welcome

Let us build a house where love can dwell

and all can safely live,

a place where saints and children tell

how hearts learn to forgive.

Built of hopes and dreams and visions,

rock of faith and vault of grace;

here the love of Christ shall end divisions.

All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome in this place.

Let us build a house where love is found

in water, wine and wheat:

a banquet hall on holy ground

where peace and justice meet.

Here the love of God, through Jesus,

is revealed in time and space;

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us.

All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome in this place.



Let us build a house where hands 

will reach

beyond the wood and stone

to heal and strengthen, serve and 

teach,

and live the Word they’ve known.

Here the outcast and the stranger

bear the image of God’s face;

let us bring an end to fear and 

danger.

All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome in this place.

Let us build a house where all are 

named,

their songs and visions heard

and loved and treasured, taught and 

claimed

as words within the Word.

Built of tears and cries and laughter,

prayers of faith and songs of grace,

let this house proclaim from floor to 

rafter.

All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome in this place.



Presider: The grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, and the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit, be with you all.

People: And also with you.

Gloria: 

Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Gloria, Gloria, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Gloria, Gloria, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Artist: Alice Pulvers



Prayer of the Day: 

Priest: For the freshness of this new 

day thanks be to you, O God. 

All: For morning’s gift of clarity 

its light like the first day’s dawn

thanks be to you. 

In this newborn light 

let us see afresh. 

In this gateway onto what has

never been before 

let our soul breathe hope 

for the earth 

for the creatures 

for the human family. 

Let our soul breathe hope. 

Amen 



The Proclamation of the Word

First Reading: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

The Ancient Israelites believed the law was a 

divine gift that provided guidelines for living 

out their relationship with God (covenant). 

They were to teach these principles to their 

children and their children’s children.

So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and 

ordinances that I am teaching you to 

observe, so that you may live to enter and 

occupy the land that the Lord, the God of 

your ancestors, is giving you. You must 

neither add anything to what I command you 

nor take away anything from it, but keep the 

commandments of the Lord your God with 

which I am charging you.



You must observe them diligently, for this will 

show your wisdom and discernment to the 

peoples, who, when they hear all these 

statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a 

wise and discerning people!” For what other 

great nation has a god so near to it as the 

Lord our God is whenever we call to him? And 

what other great nation has statutes and 

ordinances as just as this entire law that I am 

setting before you today?

But take care and watch yourselves closely, so 

as neither to forget the things that your eyes 

have seen nor to let them slip from your mind 

all the days of your life; make them known to 

your children and your children’s children.

Reader: Let us hear what the Spirit is saying.

All: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 15 (Paraphrase by Nan Merrill)

(The people are led by Penny Zuk)

Presider: O Beloved, whom will You 

invite into the abode of your 

Heart?

Who will dwell with You in 

Love?

People: One who walks with 

integrity, who is in harmony with 

your Word, and sings the heart's 

song;

Presider: Whose tongue speaks truth

judging not others and seeking 

only the good;

People: Whose eyes behold not the 

outer garments of the body, but 

see within the inner robe of 

Love;



Presider: Whose own weaknesses are 

acknowledged and brought to 

light in prayer;

People: Who is just in all affairs of life

and takes not advantage of

another.

All: One who does all these 

things, will join the Dance of 

Life! will sing the Song of Joy! 

Amen. 



Second Reading: A letter from 

Rabbi Daniel

A well-known Polish leader of 

early Chasidut named Rabbi Simcha

Bunim said the following famous 

words: “In every coat there should be two 

pockets. In one pocket should be a piece 

of paper that reads, ‘For my sake was the 

world created’ In the other should be a 

piece of paper that reads, ‘I am only dust 

and ashes.'”

I was given a similar piece of advice as 

a 19 year old camp counselor when, mid-

summer and deprived of sleep, I 

approached the camp director to tender 

my resignation



I was overwhelmed, and didn’t think I 

could physically or emotionally make it 

through the rest of the camp season. I was 

at low point. He suggested that I rest and 

sleep (which might have been the most 

important piece of advice), but then 

shared words that have remained with me 

through every professional setting I’ve 

worked in since.

He said, “when you are at camp, pretend 

you have a piece of paper in each pocket. 

In one pocket, there is a piece of 

paper that says, ‘camp is the most 

important Jewish experience of this young 

camper’s life.’ In the other is a piece of 

paper that says, ‘it’s just camp.’

I remained at camp that summer, 

thank goodness, and in fact that camp 

became such a central part of 

my young adulthood that I was married 

there.



I used to look at these words as 

an indication that we should strive to find a 

moderate middle road, one of balance. 

These days, however, I recognize that life 

isn’t like that – it is in fact filled with 

extremes, ups and downs and everything in 

between, and it is meant to be dynamic. 

Now I understand the advice as helping 

us move through the ups with an 

appropriate degree of humility and through 

the downs with a sense of purpose and 

strength. It isn’t about living life as if you 

are on a moving walkway. It is about living 

fully and meaningfully, which means being 

present on the roller coaster, and just 

remembering that taking a moment to 

check what is written in your pockets can 

help you move forward proactively, 

purposefully and mindfully.



I encourage you to think about the 

messages you carry in your own 

pockets, and whether or not you 

need to edit or revise them. 

Shabbat Shalom, Dan

Reader:  Let us hear what the 

Spirit is saying.

All:         Thanks be to God.



Gospel Hymn: Lord, We Hear Your Word 

Lord, we hear your word with gladness; 

you have spoken- we rejoice: 

words of love and life and freedom-

help us make their truth our choice!

Now in holy celebration

for your Word we worship you; 

spoken, written, known in Jesus, 

ours today to prove anew. 

May we hear with understanding, 

by your Spirit taught and led; 

may the springs of all our being

by your living Word be fed; 

may our hearts accept with meekness

all the grace your light makes known; 

may obedience mark our footsteps

till we make each word our own!



Gospel Reading: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

In Mark’s gospel Jesus challenges traditional 

ways in which religious people determine 

what is pure or impure. For Jesus, the 

observance of religious practices cannot 

become a substitute for godly words or deeds 

that spring from a faithful heart.

Presider: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Presider: The Holy Gospel of our 

Lord Jesus Christ according 

to Mark.

People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Now when the Pharisees and some of the 

scribes who had come from Jerusalem 

gathered around [Jesus], they noticed that 

some of his disciples were eating with defiled 

hands, that is, without washing them. (For 

the Pharisees, and all the Jews, 

‘



do not eat unless they thoroughly 

wash their hands, thus observing the 

tradition of the elders; and they do 

not eat anything from the market 

unless they wash it; and there are 

also many other traditions that they 

observe, the washing of cups, pots, 

and bronze kettles.)

So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, 

“Why do your disciples not live according to 

the tradition of the elders, but eat with 

defiled hands?” He said to them, “Isaiah 

prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as 

it is written, 

‘This people honors me with their lips,

but their hearts are far from me;

in vain do they worship me,

teaching human precepts as doctrines.’

You abandon the commandment of God and 

hold to human tradition.”



Then he called the crowd again and said to 

them, “Listen to me, all of you, and 

understand: there is nothing outside a 

person that by going in can defile, but the 

things that come out are what defile.”

For it is from within, from the human 

heart, that evil intentions come: 

fornication, theft, murder, adultery, 

avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, 

envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil 

things come from within, and they defile a 

person.”

Presider: The Gospel of Christ.

People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus 

Christ.



Gospel Hymn (continued)

You have spoke; yours the fullness, 

ours the wealth of this your Word: 

debtors, then as living letters, 

we must make our gospel heard!

By your Spirit’s power transform us; 

shed your savings light abroad 

till your lives by love in action 

show our world the truth of God! 

Homily – Rev Sharon Smith 

Reflective silence follows

: 



Affirmation of Faith 

Presider: Moses said, 

All: Hear, O Israel, the Lord 

our God, 

the Lord is one. 

Presider: And Jesus affirmed: 

All: Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, 

with all your soul, with 

all your mind, 

And with all your 

strength.

This is the first and the 

great 

commandment, the second is 

like it:  Love your neighbor as 

yourself.

There is no commandment 

greater than these. 

All: Spirit of God, search our hearts. 

Prayers of the People





Confession 

(Adapted from the Book of Alternative 

Service)

Presider: Let us in silence remember our 

own faults and failings. 

Reflective silence follows.

Presider: In the community of 

Christ’s Church and in the presence 

of all God’s people:

All: We confess to God that we have 

sinned in thought, word and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved God, cared for 

God’s world, or respected God’s 

people as we should. We own our 

responsibility and pray for God’s 

pardon. 



Presider: May God forgive us, 

Christ befriend us, and 

the Spirit renew and change our 

lives. Amen.

The Passing of the Peace 

(Iona Community Worship Book, 2017)

Presider: Friends not an easy peace,

not a conditional peace,

not a half-hearted peace,

But the peace of the Risen Christ 

be always with you.

People: And also with you

The community, standing at our seats, 

greet one another saying or gesturing: 

‘Peace be with you”.



Preparation of the Table: 

The Love of Jesus Calls Us

The love Jesus call us 

our joyous praise to sing; 

our deeply felt thanksgivings

we now together bring, 

for all God’s many blessings, 

unmasked yet still received, 

and for the generations

who faithfully believed. 

The love of Jesus call us,

that we may always be

companions on a journey, 

where all the world may see 

that serving Christ is freedom

which time does not destroy; 

where Christ’s command is duty, 

and every duty joy. 



The love of Jesus calls us 

to go where he would go, 

to challenge all their limits, 

to change, to learn, to grow, 

to know that Christ has freed us, 

that prisons are no more; 

for those who seek his kingdom, 

Christ opens every door.

Artist: Carmel Sayer



Invocation before communion

(By Tim Graves, Liturgy Bits) 

Presider: Come to the Table. 

People: We come to the 

Table. 

Presider: Share yourselves. 

People: We come to share our 

whole selves. 

Presider: Share your gifts. 

People: We come to the Table 

to share our gifts, 

our hurts, and our 

uncertainty. 

Presider: Come. Christ calls you.

All: Amen

The Eucharistic Prayer: 

(Preface: A Wee Worship Book, Wild 

Goose Resource)

Eucharistic Prayer: Evangelical Lutheran 

Worship, #10)



Presider: May God be with you

People: And also with you

Presider: Lift up your hearts

People:  We lift them up

Presider: Let us give thanks to God our Creator

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise

Presider: Yes, it is right to give you thanks and 

praise for the life you lived among us. 

Speaking our language, learning our 

ways, Sitting at our tables, 

Listening to our complaints, 

And never giving up on us,

never giving up on us.

So we gladly celebrate your life 

as in concert with the church in heaven 

and earth we join the song of your 

unending praise.



Sung Sanctus (St Brides setting) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full 

Are full of your glory. 

Blessed is the One who comes 

in the name of the Lord. 

Hosana in the highest. 

Hosana in the highest. 

Presider: O God most mighty,

O God most merciful,

O God our rock and our 

salvation,

hear us as we praise,

call us to your table,

grant us your life.

When the earth was a 

formless void,

you formed order and 

beauty.



Presider: When Abraham and Sarah were 

barren,

you sent them a child;

When the Israelites were enslaved,

you led them to freedom.

Ruth faced starvation, David fought 

Goliath,

and the psalmists cried out for 

healing, and full of compassion, 

you granted the people your life.

You entered our sorrows in Jesus 

our brother.

He was born among the poor,

he lived under oppression,

he wept over the city.

With infinite love, 

he granted the people your life.

Presider: In the night in which he was 

betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 

bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 

is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of 

me.



Presider: Again, after supper, he took 

the cup, gave thanks, and gave 

it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant 

in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance 

of me.

Presider: Remembering his death, we 

cry out Amen.

People: Amen

Presider: Celebrating his resurrection, 

we shout Amen.

People: Amen

Presider: Trusting his presence in every 

time and place, we plead 

Amen. 

People: Amen



Presider: O God, you are Breath: 

All: send your Spirit on this meal.

Presider: O God, you are Bread: 

All: feed us with yourself.

Presider: O God, you are wine: 

All: warm our hearts and make us one.

Presider: O God, you are Fire: 

All: transform us with hope.

Presider: O God most majestic, O God most 

motherly,

O God our strength and our song,

All: you show us a vision of a tree of life

with fruits for all and leaves that heal 

the nations.

Presider: Grant us such life,

the life of the Father to the Son,

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior,

life in you, now and forever. Amen.

Presider: And now as our Saviour taught us, let us 

pray in the language of our hearts: 



All: Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come, your 

will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily 

bread.

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin 

against us.

Save us from the time of 

trial and deliver us from 

evil,

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours, now 

and forever. Amen.



Fraction (Breaking of Bread):

Presider: As Jesus broke bread, 

People: We break bread.

Presider: As Jesus shared wine,

People: We share this cup.  

Invitation to the Table: 

Presider: Friends, these are the 

gifts of God for the people of 

God.

People: Thanks be to God.

Communion: 

All people are welcome to receive 

Communion of one kind (Wafers). Gluten 

free wafer are available upon request.

Please wear your mask and sanitize your 

hands before receiving. We ask that you 

wait until you have returned to your seat 

before removing your mask and consuming 

the wafer.



While the communion is being 

administered, we respectfully ask that 

you keep the silence. 

Communion: Lord, Take my Life   

Take my life, and let it be

Yours, my Lord, eternally;

Take my moments and my days,

Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my hands, and let them move

At the impulse of your love;

Take my feet, they must not stray

From your true and faithful way.

Take my will, my deep desire,

Fill me with prophetic fire;

Take my heart: it is your own;

It shall be your royal throne.



Take my love; my Lord, I pour

At your feet its treasure-store;

Take myself, my vows renew:

Ever, only, all for you.

Prayer after Communion 

(Iona Abbey Worship Book, 2016)

Presider: Give thanks for all God’s 

goodness. 

All: God’s love shall last 

forever.

Presider: Generous and faithful God, 

All: you have fed us at your 

table.

May the nourishment we 

have received 

Enable us to enrich the 

lives of others

Where-ever we may go 

from here. Amen



Announcements

Blessing: 

Presider: On this day the blessing of 
heaven. 

People: On this day, The 
blessings of earth, 

Presider:On this day, The blessings 
of sea and of sky, 

People:To open us to life, to 
ground us in life, to fill 
us with life and with 
wonder.

Presider:On those we love this day 
and on every human family 
the blessing of heaven. 

All: The blessing of earth, the 
blessing of sea and of 
sky. Amen 



Closing Hymn: You Are Salt For the Earth

Leader: You Are Salt For The Earth, 

Oh People,

All: Salt For The City Of God!

Leader: Share The Flavor Of Life, 

Oh People:

All: Life In The Kingdom Of 

God!

REFRAIN (All)

Bring Forth The Kingdom Of Mercy,

Bring Forth The Kingdom Of Peace.

Bring Forth The Kingdom Of Justice,

Bring Forth The Kingdom Of God!

Leader: You Are A Light On The 

Hill, Oh People,

All: Light For The City Of God!

Leader: Shine So Holy And Bright, 

Oh People:

All: Shine For The Kingdom Of 

God!

REFRAIN



Leader: You Are A Seed Of The Word, 

Oh People,

All: Bring Forth The Kingdom Of 

God!

Leader: Seeds Of Mercy And Seeds Of 

Justice,

All: Grow In The Kingdom Of God!

REFRAIN

Leader: We Are The Bless’d And 

A Pilgrim People,

All: Bound For The Kingdom Of 

God!

Leader: Love Our Journey And Love Our 

Homeland:

All: Love Is The Kingdom Of God!

REFRAIN



Dismissal: 

Presider:In the name of the Light that 

came into the world go in 

peace. 

People: Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Artist: Carmel Sayer 


