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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher preaches & presides with Colleen Lissamer. 
Organ prelude - Nell Howard 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Welcome: Good morning, and welcome to this service of worship on this Fourteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost.  My name is Paul Schumacher, and I am the interim priest-in-charge at the 
Church of The Advent during this time of transition.   
As we meet today, we begin by remembering the Songhees and Esquimalt nations, on whose 
traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their stewardship 
of the land and water, the plants, and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet today, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent years—
the community of faith known as Church of the Advent.  Let us greet one another with words 
and signs of welcome.  
Come, come with your doubts, your strengths, your weaknesses, and your fears, for God loves 
us all and all are welcome in this space. We invite you to come and join our readers, prayer 
leaders, music director and choir members, along with our technical team, as we offer prayer 
and praise to our Creator.   
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day: Scripture shares with us, “The Creator brought us forth by the 
word of truth that we should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures.” 
 
Opening Hymn: CP #445 “God the Creator”  
(Text: John Bell {1949-}. Music: Melody Gaelic traditional; arr. The Iona Community (Scotland). Used by permission 
of G.I.A. Publications Inc., exclusive agents.) 
 

  God the Creator, you in love made me 
  Who once from nothing but now have grown, 
  I bring the best of all my life offers, 
  For you I share whatever I own. 
 
  O Christ the Saviour, you in love called me 
  Who once was no one lost and alone, 
  I pledge to go wherever you summon, 
  Making your will and purpose my own. 
 
  O God the Spirit, you in love move me 
  Who once was no where and felt unknown, 
  I know my need of you for companion, 
  All things can change when not on my own. 
 
  And with the people summoned together 
  To be the church in which faith is sown, 
  I make my promise to live for Jesus 
  And let the world know all are his own. 
 

 



Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Act of Praise: (From the Lutheran Book of Worship) 
O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us from all 
dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within 
ourselves, that we may be preserved through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day:  Author and Giver of all good things, graft in our hearts the love of your 
name. Increase in us true faith and nourish us in all goodness. In your great mercy, keep us as 
your loving children, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 

THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  
 
Chat @ the Chancel   
 
Song: MV # 92 “Like a Rock”  
(Text: Keri K. Wehlander; Music: Linnea Good. Text and Music ©1999 Borealis Music.) 

 
  Like a rock, like a rock God is under our feet 

Like the starry night skies God is over our head 
Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before 
Like the river runs to ocean, our home is with God evermore. 

 
Psalm: 45: 1-2, 7-10 (BAS Pg. 762)  
 
1 My heart is stirring with a noble song; let me recite what I have fashioned for the 
 king; * my tongue shall be the pen of a skilled writer. 
 
2 You are the fairest of men; * grace flows from your lips, because God has blessed you for 
ever. 
 
7 Your throne, O God, endures for ever and ever, * a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of 
your kingdom; you love righteousness and hate iniquity. 
 
8 Therefore God, your God, has anointed you * with the oil of gladness above your fellows. 
 



9 All your garments are fragrant with myrrh, aloes, and cassia, * and the music of strings from 
ivory palaces makes you glad. 
 
10 Kings’ daughters stand among the ladies of the court; * on your right hand is the queen, 
adorned with the gold of Ophir. 
 
Second Reading: James 1:17-27 
Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfilment of his 
own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first 
fruits of his creatures.  
 You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to 
anger; for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. Therefore, rid yourselves of all 
sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word 
that has the power to save your souls.  
 But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are 
hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for 
they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. But those 
who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget 
but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing.  
 If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their 
religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care 
for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.  
 
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn of the Day: CP #439 “Blest are the Pure in Heart”  
(Text: St. 1,4 John Keble {1792-1866}, alt., st. 2,3, Mitre Hymn Book, 1836, 1alt. Music: Melody Johan Balthair Konig 
{1691-1758}; adapt. William Henry Havergal {1793-1870}.) 
 

  Blest are the pure in heart, for they shall know our God, 
  The secret of the Lord is theirs; their soul is Christ’s abode. 
 
  The Lord who left the heavens our life and peace to bring, 
  To dwell in lowliness with us, our pattern, and our King. 
 
  Still to the lowly soul his presence doth impart, 
  And for a dwelling and a throne chooseth the purse in heart. 
 
  Lord, we thy presence seek, may ours this blessing be, 
  Give us a pure and lowly heart, a temple fit for thee. 



Gospel: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered 
around him, they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, 
without washing them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly 
wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; and they do not eat anything from 
the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the 
washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, ‘Why do 
your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?’ He 
said to them, ‘Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, 
“This people honours me with their lips, 
   but their hearts are far from me;  
 in vain do they worship me, 
   teaching human precepts as doctrines.”  
You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.’  
 Then he called the crowd again and said to them, ‘Listen to me, all of you, and understand: 
there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are 
what defile.’ For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, 
theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 
All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.’  
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon: Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
 
Affirmation of Faith:   
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 



RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
 

Prayers of the People        
 

Creator God, you call us to love and serve you with body, mind, and spirit through loving your 
creation and our sisters and brothers.  Open our hearts in compassion and receive these 
petitions on behalf of the needs of the church and the world.  

I will end each petition with “Lord, in your mercy.”  
Please respond with “Hear our prayer.” 

 
We pray for the church, that we might show forth our faith in action, regard all with 
impartiality, and be quick to listen and slow to anger.   

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for our nation, that whenever trials may befall us, that God may grant us endurance 
and wisdom.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the world, that the lowly may be raised up, and that mercy may fall on us all. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
We pray for the sick, the injured, the vulnerable, and those undergoing all forms of adversity, 
that they might all be raised up; We pray for Travis, Bill, Christopher, Dianne, Sheila, Barb, Kian, 
and Sierra.  I invite you now to pray aloud or silently for any others you hold in your heart.   

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, we pray for all our Military, fire fighters, police, and all who put their lives in jeopardy 
every day to protect us. Keep them safe and return them to their loving families.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Holy One, hear our prayers and make us faithful stewards of the fragile bounty of this earth so 

that we may be entrusted with the riches of heaven. Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners and invites them into his grace.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness.  
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.        
May the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good 



that you may do his will; working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and Saviour.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, And the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   
And may the blessing of the God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, be with you 
this day and forever more.  Amen. 
 
Shared Ministry:  
 
Commissioning Hymn: CP #444 “Your Hand, O God, Has Guided”  
(Text: Edward Hayes Plumptre {1821-1891}, alt. © Rev The Sisters of St. John the Divine. Music: Basil Harwood 
{1859-1949} Music published by permission of the executors of the late Dr. Basil Harwood.) 

 
  Your hand, O God has guided your flock from age to age, 
  The wondrous tale is written, full clear, on every page. 
  Our forebearers owned your goodness and we their deeds record, 
  And both of this bear witness: one church, one faith, one Lord. 
 
  Your heralds brought glad tidings to greatest as to least, 
  They bade them rise and hasten to share the royal feast. 
  And this was all their teaching, in every deed and word, 
  To all alike proclaiming one church, one faith, one Lord. 
 
   
 
 



And we shall we be faithless, shall hearts fail, hands hang down? 
  Shall we evade the struggle and cast away the crown?  
  Not so, in God’s deep counsels some better gift is stored, 
  The covenant of promise, one church, one faith, one Lord. 
 
  Your mercy will not fail us, nor leave your work undone, 
  Your right hand to help us, your people shall be one. 
  And then, by all creation, your name shall be adored, 
  And this shall be their anthem, one church, one faith, one Lord. 
 
Commissioning: O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the 
sake of the world. Keep us humble by his blessed example. Point us to the path of obedience to 
your will, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour.    
Amen. 
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TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for the Episcopal Church of South Sudan. 
Pray for Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, Anna our Bishop,  

& Paul our Interim Priest-In-Charge. 
Pray for the Congregation of S. Columba, Tofino & Diocese of Yukon. 

In the Selkirk Region for Military Chaplaincies. 
 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Christopher, Dianne, Sheila, Barb, Carol Ann, Bill, Kian, Sierra, & Travis. 
We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.   

 


