
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acts 9:1 (NASB) Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest, 2 

and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and 

women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.  

BACKGROUND                                                        Acts 9:1-2 
 
 
 

Acts 26:9 (NASB) “So then, I thought to myself that I had to do many things hostile to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 
And this is just what I did in Jerusalem; not only did I lock up many of the saints in prisons, having received authority from 

the chief priests, but also when they were being put to death I cast my vote against them.  11 And as I punished them 
often in all the synagogues, I tried to force them to blaspheme; and being furiously enraged at them, I kept pursuing 

them even to foreign cities. 
 
 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:11 (NASB) He has made everything appropriate in its time. He has also set eternity in their heart… 

Romans 1:19 (NLT) For the truth about God is known to them instinctively.  God has put this knowledge in their hearts.  20 
From the time the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky and all that God made.  They can clearly see 
His invisible qualities - His eternal power and divine nature.  So they have no excuse whatsoever for not knowing God. 

Acts 14:15 (NIV) “We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the living God, who 
made heaven and earth and sea and everything in them.  16 In the past, He let all nations go their own way.  17 Yet He has 
not left himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; He 

provides you with plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy." 
 
 

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS                                                  9:3-9 

Acts 9:3 (NASB) As he [Saul] was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from 

heaven flashed around him; 4 and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting 

Me?"  

The first truth is that each of us must EXPERIENCE a personal encounter with Jesus.   
 
 
 
Acts 9:5 (NASB) And he [Saul] said, "Who are You, Lord?"  And He said, "I am Jesus whom you are persecuting… 

The second foundational truth to embrace is that we must SURRENDER to Jesus in repentance and faith.   

 
 
 
Acts 9:6 (NASB) … but get up and enter the city, and it will be told you what you must do."  7 The men who traveled with 

him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one.  8 Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, 

he could see nothing; and leading him by the hand, they brought him into Damascus.  9 And he was three days without sight, 

and neither ate nor drank. 

The third foundational truth is that God always gives a SUMMONS to go and do.   
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CONFIRMATION                                                        9:10-19 

Acts 9:10 (NASB) Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and the Lord said to him in a vision, "Ananias."  

And he said, "Here I am, Lord."  11 And the Lord said to him, "Get up and go to the street called Straight, and inquire at the 

house of Judas for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias 

come in and lay his hands on him, so that he might regain his sight." 

 
 
 
Acts 9:13 (NASB) But Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much harm he did to Your 

saints at Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your name." 

 
 
 
Acts 9:15 (NASB) But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles 

and kings and the sons of Israel; 16 for I will show him how much he must suffer for My name's sake." 

 
 
A confirmation process does three things: 

1. God’s direction and sovereignty is AFFIRMED. 
 

2. The new believer’s hope is ESTABLISHED. 
 

3. The new Christian is CONNECTED in a physical way to other Christians. 
 

 
Acts 9:17 (NASB) So Ananias departed and entered the house, and after laying his hands on him said, "Brother Saul, the 

Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and 

be filled with the Holy Spirit."  18 And immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he regained his sight, 

and he got up and was baptized; 19 and he took food and was strengthened.  Now for several days he was with the disciples 

who were at Damascus,  

 
 
 

THE EVIDENCE                                     Acts 9:20-22 

Acts 9:19b (NASB) Now for several days he [Saul] was with the disciples who were at Damascus, 20 and immediately he 

began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of God."  21 All those hearing him continued to be amazed, 

and were saying, "Is this not he who in Jerusalem destroyed those who called on this name, and who had come here for the 

purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?"  22 But Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews 

who lived at Damascus by proving that this Jesus is the Christ.  

1. There is a new relationship to JESUS CHRIST.  20 and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, 

saying, "He is the Son of God."   

Colossians 2:6 (NASB) Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk [order your life around] in Him, 7 

having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and 

overflowing with gratitude. 

Ephesians 3:16 (NIV) I pray that out of His glorious riches He [God the Father] may strengthen you with power through 

His Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.  And I pray that you, being rooted 

and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high 

and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge - that you may be filled to the measure of 

all the fullness of God [the Father].  
 
 
 



2. There is a new relationship to the CHURCH.  19b Now for several days he [Saul] was with the disciples who were 

at Damascus 
 
 
 
3. There’s a new FOCUS for his life.  20 …and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, "He 

is the Son of God." … 22 But Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who lived at Damascus by 

proving that this Jesus is the Christ.  
 
 
 
 
 
So, how can we know today, that we belong to Jesus?  Romans 8:9 (ESV) You, however, are not in the flesh but in 

the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you.  Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him.  

The Spirit of God has made a home in our heart. 
 
How do we know that the Spirit of God has made a home in our heart?  Galatians 5:19 (ESV) Now the works of the 

flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, 

dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those 

who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  22 But [in contrast] the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.  The fruit of the Spirit is 
evident. 
 
How can I know if the fruit of the Spirit is evident?  Colossians 3:12 (ESV) Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and 

beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a 

complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  14 And above all 

these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 

which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful.  16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 

admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to 

God.  17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through Him.  There is a continual change – continual growth – in our relationship with God the Father and with 
others. 
 
 
 

SERMON-BASED BIBLE STUDY QUESTIONS 

Getting Started 

1. What is the longest you have been without food or drink: Three days?  Three meals?  Three hours?  What 
was the net effect? 

2. What idea, concept, or quote captured your attention in this message? 

Digging Deeper 

1. Saul traveled over 150 miles to Damascus in order to expand what started as a local persecution against 
believers in Jerusalem (Acts 8:1).  What does that tell you about him? 

2. Saul’s former teacher was Gamaliel (Acts 22:3).  What had Gamaliel advised the Sanhedrin (the Jewish 
ruling council) regarding Christians in Acts 5:34-39?  How is Saul responding to this advice?  What does this 
show about him? 

3. Describe what happened in Acts 9:3-9 from the viewpoint of one of Saul’s traveling companions. 
4. How do you think Saul felt when confronted by Jesus (vv. 4-6)?  Given his previous activities, what would he 

be thinking about during those three days of blindness and fasting (v. 9)? 
5. How might you feel if you were Ananias’ place?  Since Jesus had already appeared to Saul directly, why this 

time would He want a person to go to him?  What is significant about the way Ananias addressed Saul? 
6. Saul becomes famous, but we never hear of Ananias again: Why did God involve him at all? 

Moving Forward 



1. How did God first get your attention?  Was it in some dramatic event like this or a quieter, more subtle way? 
2. What types of people do you assume are beyond God’s reach, so that, if God spoke to you about them, you 

would question Him?  How does this story challenge those assumptions? 
3. When have you, like Ananias, obeyed the Lord even when you had doubts about it?  What happened? 


