
‘Hey, Adam, thanks for nothing!’ 8th 

August, 2021. 

I decided to grab the thorns today - I really 

didn’t want to, but I thought I couldn’t just let 

these readings pass us by without dealing with 

the elephant in the kitchen. 

On Friday, I went shopping in the village.  Not 

a huge event, you may say, but since I haven’t 

really found out all the hidden treasures that 

Agassiz has to offer yet, it was a voyage of 

exploration. 

I went to the Deli, and bought some meat ends 

that the dogs and I like to share, and as a 

treat for a couple of my meals, I bought a 

German burger (that’s the edible variety), and 

a schnitzel. 

I also went to Shoppers, the Red Apple, and 

Supervalue - twice. 

O n r e t u r n i n g h o m e , I w a s g r e e t e d 

enthusiastically by Gracie and Niko, who came 

to help me unpack the car.  Being unable to 

carry all my shopping into the house in one 

trip, Gracie and I ascended the stairs with one 

load, and then went back for the next.  Niko 

would normally be hoofing around, checking and 

occasionally marking the neighbours front 

yards, but was nowhere to be seen - until I 

found him up in the back of the car with my 

schnitzel in his mouth.  The German burger 
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(that’s the edible variety, you remember) had 

gone without a trace. 

I retrieved my schnitzel from imminent 

departure down his throat, and discouraged 

him forcefully from further attempts to eat 

my supper.  Did I tell him he was a bad boy?  

Did I smack him?  Did I hold a grudge?  Was 

he a ‘sinful’ dog? 

None of the above.  Niko was doing what any 

opportunistic dog would have done, faced with 

a ready meal that was all alone.  He kept it 

company.  If anyone was to blame, it was me. 

So now I have to ask if any of the men in here 

were present at the births of their children?  

I’m not going to ask you, ‘How was that for 

you?’ But rather that when the midwife had 

cleaned up the mucky mess that became your 

adored offspring, wrapped the little thing in 

the appropriate pink or blue towel - probably 

rainbow-coloured now, just to be safe - and 

handed you your child, were your first 

thoughts, ‘What a loathsome sinful human 

being you are!’ 

Probably not.  But that is what the concept of 

‘Original Sin’ expects us to believe. 

I knew - just as all of you did - that my 

daughters were the most perfect little beings 

God ever created - and we were all right.  

What happened later is another story, but 
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right at that moment, you held perfection in 

your arms. 

I have delivered quite a few babies in my 

lifetime, and some of them have been in a bit 

of a rush for the sake of mother and/or child, 

but even then, the feeling of having introduced 

a beautiful and perfect creation into the world 

was one that has never left me.  Of course 

there were some that were not perfect, came 

at the wrong time, parts missing or in the 

wrong place and so on - but those stories are 

not relevant here and not for your tender ears 

anyway.  I’ll chat with Karol and Dorothy later, 

if they want. 

The doctrine of original sin requires that you 

totally buy into the story of Adam and Eve and 

our mystery snake in the Garden of Eden. 

From my reading, I have not found any other 

religion, belief system or culture that believes 

that the newborn are inherently sinful as some 

think our bible would have us believe.  We have 

mainly St Augustine to thank for spreading 

this concept, and his influence in the Roman 

Catholic Church for its spread across the 

globe. 

Original sin is also called ‘Ancestral Sin’, 

because we inherited it from Adam, but it is 

time to accept the Eden story for what it is - 

just a story -  made up to help us come to 
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terms with our origins which, at the time that 

the Pentateuch was written, were unknown, 

and the science of evolution had not been 

postulated. 

Those who subscribe to the Fall of Adam 

story, buy into it by association.  The 

argument goes that we are ‘all on the same 

team’, and so if one person commits a foul, 

then the whole team is penalized.  The 

corollary is that when Jesus appears and dies 

for our sins - then we automatically switch to 

his team - so we’re saved by association.  Easy, 

huh? 

Rather too easy, I fear - and facile beyond 

belief. So by not doing a thing, you are both 

condemned to hell and raised to heaven - and 

you never even knew about it!  What sort of 

religious claptrap is that? 

No other religion in the world - that I can find 

- believes such a story.   

Even the Jewish traditions are subject to 

question.  The manuscript of the Hebrew Bible 

dates to the year 1008 AD/C.E., so it is a 

medieval text, but it is the oldest complete 

textual witness to the Pentateuch. This seems 

to leave us in a very awkward position: We are 

dealing with an allegedly 2500-year-old text, 

but its earliest textual attestation is only 

1000 years old.  More difficult too is the 

suggestion that Moses wrote the first five 
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books of the bible, because he would then have 

apparently described his own death in the last 

part of Deuteronomy.  Tricky, that. 

Judaism regards the violation of any of the 

613 commandments as a sin. (And you thought 

there were only 10 commandments and 7 

deadly sins!) Judaism teaches that to sin is a 

part of life, since there is no perfect man and 

everyone has an inclination to do evil "from his 

youth", though man is born sinless.   

So there is no support even from the Jewish 

tradition that man is born guilty - we have 

Augustine to thank for that.  Christianity has 

for centuries been filling people with guilt and 

shame for what God created ‘good’ - for 

heaven’s sake! 

Because we have been reading psalm 51 

recently, in which we find ‘in sin did my mother 

conceive me’, I felt it important to rid you of 

any idea that you were born guilty of sin from 

your first breath - or as David would have it in 

his psalm, from conception.  

Those who employ Psalm 51:5 to buttress the 

doctrine that sin is inherited from one’s 

mother are faced with a serious problem. 

Jesus was both conceived by and brought 

forth from a human mother (Luke 1:31). If 

original sin is inherited from one’s mother, 

Christ had it. If, however, someone should 
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suggest that depravity is received only from 

the father, Psalm 51:5 cannot be used to prove 

it, for it mentions only the mother! 

The truth of the matter is, the doctrine of 

original sin is not Biblical. It had its origin in 

the writings of the so-called “church fathers” 

in the post-apostolic era. Such men as 

Tertullian (160-220) and Cyprian (200-258) 

first formulated the doctrine and it was later 

popularized by Augustine and John Calvin. 

Just whipping around a few other religions, I 

thought you might be interested to learn that 

the Baháʼís consider humans to be naturally 

good, fundamentally spiritual beings. Human 

beings were created because of God's 

immeasurable love for us. However, the 

Baháʼí teachings compare the human heart to 

a mirror, which, if turned away from the light 

of the sun (i.e. God), is incapable of receiving 

God's love. It is only by turning towards God 

that spiritual advancement can be made. In 

this sense, "sinning" is to follow the 

inclinations of one's own lower nature, to turn 

the mirror of one's heart away from God. One 

of the ma in h indrances to sp ir i tua l 

development is the Baháʼí concept of the 

"insistent self" which is a self-serving 

inclination within all people. Baháʼís interpret 

this to be the true meaning of Satan, often 

referred to in the Baháʼí Writings as "the 

Evil One”. 
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In Buddhist thinking the whole universe, men 

as well as gods, are subject to a reign of law. 

Every action, good or bad, has an inevitable 

and automatic effect in a long chain of causes, 

an effect which is independent of the will of 

any deity. Even though this may leave no room 

for the concept of 'sin' in the sense of an act 

of defiance against the authority of a personal 

god, Buddhists speak of 'sin' when referring 

to transgressions against the universal moral 

code.” 

Sin is an important concept in Islamic ethics. 

Muslims see sin as anything that goes against 

the commands of God (Allah), a breach of the 

laws and norms laid down by religion. Islam 

teaches that sin is an act and not a state of 

being. It is believed that God weighs an 

individual's good deeds against his or her sins 

on the Day of Judgement and punishes those 

individuals who their evil deeds outweigh their 

good deeds. These individuals are thought to 

be sentenced to afterlife in the fires of 

jahannam (Hell). 

The Shinto concept of sin is inexorably linked 

to concepts of purity and pollution. Shinto 

does not have a concept of original sin, instead 

believing that all human beings are born pure. 

Sin, also called Tsumi, is anything that makes 

people impure (i.e. anything that separates 

them from the kami). However, Shinto does 

not believe this impurity is the result of human 
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actions, but rather the result of evil spirits or 

other external factors. 

Aboriginal people see their way of life as 

already ordained by the creative acts of the 

Dreaming beings and the blueprint that was 

their legacy, so their mission is simply to live in 

agreement with the terms of that legacy.  This 

is quite complex to explain, and here is not the 

place or time to do it. 

Our own Indigenous People - the First Nation, 

the Métis and the Inuit - because they are 

made up of so many different tribes, have 

even more systems of belief, which it would 

take a whole book to tell. 

But my message to you today is that there is 

no such thing as Original Sin, which was 

entirely invented by the early Church Fathers 

- who have a lot more to answer for too - like 

celibacy for the priesthood, which was 

essentially that they shouldn’t marry, but that 

didn’t mean that they were abstinent from 

physical relations with women, and indeed, 

there is now a fund in the Vatican for child 

support for their so-called ‘celibate’ priests. 

So go on your way with joy that you were not 

born a sinner, nor guilty, but that the choices 

you make (and I make) every day are what 

keep us either in touch or out of touch with 

Jesus and the God of our understanding.
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