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It sounds more ‘churchy’ to talk of ‘perseverance’, but persistence or 
obstinacy might do just as well.  I prefer ‘stickability’ as a word without any 
pejorative overtones.

Looking at my grandsons, and certain aspects of my own life, I realize how 
transient some of my efforts have been to engage in things I thought I 
really wanted to do.  Some I would give up at the earliest opportunity, and 
others I would battle on with until it became clear that I had no talent for 
whatever it was, and I would relinquish the exercise with a sigh of relief.

Some pursiuts have, however, been life-long, and I have reaped the 
benefits from them.


But two things I have found my ‘stickability’ with throughout my life so far - 
but not without pain in either case.  The first is a profound belief in the 
power of love, and the second is a solid belief in God.


“Well,” you may say, “I should bloody well hope so - you’re a vicar, for 
heaven’s sake!”  But it’s never that easy, and wearing a plastic collar on 
my shirt doesn’t make me exempt from the battles and lures of life.  In 
fact, it makes me a target.

But this isn’t supposed to be about me - rather some thoughts to help you.  


When things are new and ‘shiny’ they seem particularly attractive (like my 
first day in the dissecting room, though you might not all share that feeling 
with me), or the first few weeks of a new love affair, whilst your amazing 
partner is still ‘divine’.

But eventually, (and not to be downbeat about it) the sparkle wears off, 
and you are left with the niggling choice of whether to put in the effort to 
make it work, or if you’re going to find something new to energize and put 
the pizazz back in your life.  (The few serial monogamists I know never 
seem really happy).


So the years of dissection and the accumulation of all the minutiae of the 
anatomy of the human body, do not stop in the university medical school, 



but must be translated into the operating theatres of the world, and your 
knowledge tested against live people who bleed when you cut them.

Similarly, deciding for the worth of your erstwhile ‘divine’ partner will 
ensure that you have a life-time of effort and love to pour into that 
relationship.  Make no mistake about it - love is not a feeling (that’s 
emotion), but a state of the will.  You have to love someone even when you 
don’t like them.


The same is true of God - and that’s a pretty uncomfortable place to be 
sometimes.  When we don’t like what it appears that God is putting in our 
path, there are probably two possible reasons for it.  First, that we are 
simply not on the path that He wants, so He is making sure it is 
uncomfortable for us; and second, that He is honing us to make us sharp 
for a particular task, which we cannot see at present.

Consider Job, who was honed to within an inch of his life - even to the 
point where he challenged God to face him with what he had supposedly 
done wrong.  No - no spoiler alert here - if you want to find out what 
happened - go read the book in the bible!


My thrust is that we will need strength to deal with these tests and trials, 
whether they be in the areas of relationships or faith.  We all need 
‘stickability’ - and the Gorilla Glue of ‘stickability’, is prayer.
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