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Worship Guide – August 22 

9:30 AM Worship 

Communion 

 

+ WE GATHER BEFORE GOD + 

 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE   If Though but Suffer God to Guide Thee – J.S. Bach 

 
Public Domain 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

If you come into this place 

with the hope of growing deeper, 

with the hope of connecting, 

with the hope of glimpsing God, 

and if all of those things take place, 

and your spirit is moved, 

and you swear God is near, 

and you feel more than lucky for the gift of faith, 

and then the service comes to an end, 

and it’s time for you to leave, 

and you ask yourself, 

“Where do we go from here?” 

Then I would say to you, 

“Go out into the world 

to love and to share and to learn, 

but come back soon, 

because this is the beginning. 

This is only the beginning. 

So come on in. 

Fill your cup here. 

Be present here. 

God is here.” 

Let us worship Holy God. 

 

OPENING HYMN  ELW 818 O Master, Let Me Walk with You 

O Master, let me walk with you in lowly paths of service true; 

Tell me your secret; help me bear the strain of toil, the fret of care. 

 

Teach me your patience; share with me a closer, dearer company,  

in work that keeps faith sweet and strong, in trust that triumphs over wrong. 
 
Text:  Washington Gladden 

Music H. Percy Smith 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 
    

CALL TO CONFESSION 

One of the things I love about the prayer of confession is it allows us to claim that we are works 

in progress, and there is beauty in that.  You don’t have to be perfect here. You don’t have to 

have it all figured out here.  You don’t have to have a five-step plan for what’s next here. 

You just have to show up with your messy, beautiful self, and be honest. 

So friends, let us be honest. Let us pray the prayer of confession together. . . 
      

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy God, 

we are naturals when it comes to stalling out. 

We reach a certain point in the relationship, in the conversation, 

in our faith, and then we stall. 

We buy property on the top of the plateau and build a house there, 

destined to never dig deeper or climb higher. 

Forgive us for giving up on the things that matter. 

Forgive us for confusing the plateau with the mountain top. 

Forgive us for taking the easy way out 

instead of doing the hard work of curiosity, relationship-building, 

vulnerability, and connection. 

Inspire us to see new paths for where we can go from here. 

With hope and honesty we pray, 

Amen. 
       

Family of faith, 

We are works in progress, but we are works in progress designed, created, and claimed by God. 

No matter what you have done or left undone this week, today is a fresh start. 

Hear and believe the good news of the gospel: 

God is with me on the mountain top, and God is with me on the plateau. 

I am loved, claimed, and forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen. 
     

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy God, 

we know that you are always speaking— 

through strangers and friends, 

through sunrise and sunset, 

through random acts of kindness 

and feelings that stir hope awake in us. 

We know that you speak through dreams and prayer, 

through a still, small voice and bursts of overwhelming joy.  

We know that you are always speaking, 

but we also know that we are inclined to miss it. 

Settle our spirits now to hear your word fully. 

We want to be part of the conversation. 

Gratefully we pray, 

Amen. 
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+ WE HEAR GOD’S WORD + 

 

SONG OF PRAISE. ELW 876  Let the Whole Creation Cry 

 

Let the whole creation cry, “Glory to the Lord on high!” 

Heav’n and earth, awake and sing, “Praise to our almighty king!” 

Praise God, angel hosts above, ever bright and fair in love; 

Sun and moon, lift up your voice; night and stars, in God rejoice. 

 

Servants striving for the Lord, prophets burning with the word, 

Those to whom the arts belong add their voices to the song. 

Pow’rs of knowledge and of law, to the glorious circle draw; 

All who work and all who wait, sing, “The Lord is good and great!” 

 
Text:  Stopford A. Brooke 

Music:  Jakob Hintze, arr. J.S. Bach 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

READING: Ruth 1:1-22 

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain man of 

Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he and his wife and two sons. The name 

of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were 

Mahlon and Chilion; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the 

country of Moab and remained there. But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was 

left with her two sons. These took Moabite wives; the name of one was Orpah and the name of 

the other Ruth. When they had lived there for about ten years, both Mahlon and Chilion also 

died, so that the woman was left without her two sons or her husband. 

Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for she had heard 

in the country of Moab that the LORD had had consideration for his people and given them 

food. So she set out from the place where she had been living, she and her two daughters-in-law, 

and they went on their way to go back to the land of Judah. But Naomi said to her two daughters-

in-law, ‘Go back each of you to your mother’s house. May the LORD deal kindly with you, as 

you have dealt with the dead and with me. The LORD grant that you may find security, each of 

you in the house of your husband.’ Then she kissed them, and they wept aloud. They said to her, 

‘No, we will return with you to your people.’ But Naomi said, ‘Turn back, my daughters, why 

will you go with me? Do I still have sons in my womb that they may become your 

husbands? Turn back, my daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. Even if I 

thought there was hope for me, even if I should have a husband tonight and bear sons, would you 

then wait until they were grown? Would you then refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, it 

has been far more bitter for me than for you, because the hand of the LORD has turned against 

me.’ Then they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. 

So she said, ‘See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after 

your sister-in-law.’ But Ruth said, 

‘Do not press me to leave you 

   or to turn back from following you! 
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Where you go, I will go; 

   where you lodge, I will lodge; 

your people shall be my people, 

   and your God my God. 

Where you die, I will die— 

   there will I be buried. 

May the LORD do thus and so to me, 

   and more as well, 

if even death parts me from you!’ 

When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more to her. 

So the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they came to Bethlehem, the 

whole town was stirred because of them; and the women said, ‘Is this Naomi?’ She said to them, 

‘Call me no longer Naomi, 

   call me Mara, 

   for the Almighty has dealt bitterly with me. 

I went away full, 

   but the LORD has brought me back empty; 

why call me Naomi 

   when the LORD has dealt harshly with me, 

   and the Almighty has brought calamity upon me?’ 

So Naomi returned together with Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-in-law, who came back with 

her from the country of Moab. They came to Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON                                                                                                         Rev. Becky Schanely 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW 659 Will You Let Me Be Your Servant 

 

Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you? 

Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, too. 

 

We are pilgrims on a journey, we are trav’lers on the road; 

we are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load. 

 
Text:  Richard Gillard 

Music Richard Gillard, arr. Betty Pulkingham 

Text and music c. 1977 Scripture In Song, admin.  Integrity Music 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We believe that God is a conversationalist, drawing close to us and asking, 

“What do you need? Where does it hurt? Who do you long to be?” 

 

We see this conversational God in Jesus Christ, God’s own flesh, who walked the earth 

speaking with the poor, the hungry, the lonely, and the outcast. 

 

Therefore, we believe that our call as people of faith is to continue this holy conversation 

with those who look and think like us, as well as with those who share little in common with 

us. We believe that through these conversations, we are able to catch a glimpse of the Kin-

dom of God, so we continue the conversation in hope. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

 

MUSICAL OFFERING    Wither Thou Goest – Heinrich Schuetz 

Kevin Shanely, tenor 

 

 
c. 1951 & 1979 Chantry Music Press 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 

these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in 

feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

In this meal, Christ comes close, 

and in this meal, we are united with the community of Christ. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

As Jesus taught us, we are bold to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

SHARING OF COMMUNION 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.  Satisfy the hunger still 

around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all 

people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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+ WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE + 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

BLESSING 

Family of faith, 

as you leave this place, may God grant you 

the curiosity to counter assumptions, 

the vulnerability to befriend, 

the bravery to speak your truth, 

the wisdom to listen, 

the strength to ask for help, 

the resiliency to chose love, even when it’s hard, 

and the awareness of the Holy Spirit always beside you. 

Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN ELW 774 Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 

What a fellowship, what a joy divine, leaning on the everlasting arms; 

What a blessedness, what a peace is mine, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms; 

leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 

What have I to dread, what have I to fear, leaning on the everlasting arms? 

I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 

Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms; 

leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 
Text:  Elisha A. Hoffman 

Music:  Anthony J. Showalter 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

DISMISSAL 

In the name of the Great Connector—Love itself, 

go in peace. 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE    Festival Voluntary – Flor Peeters 

 
c. 1958 Oxford University Press 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 
The liturgy for today’s worship service was reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 2021 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45176 or was written by Rev. Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | 

sanctifiedart.org.. The hymns and songs unless otherwise noted, are covered under copyright licenses; CCLI 

1490857, OneLicense.net A-709256, or are Public Domain. Copyright 2021.   
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A Celebration of Life Service  

for Pastor Charles Eiss 

will be held Saturday, September 4th at 11am.   

 

Lunch will follow. Masks are required. The service will be available via zoom. 

Hello to my new friends at St. John’s! If you have and/or, are interested in participating in the 

musical life of St. John’s, please contact me, preferably via e-mail to let me know what your 

specific interests are, e.g. choir, praise team, handbells, instrumental or vocal solos, etc. It’s 

important that I have plenty of information for planning purposes, especially in light of social 

distancing protocols.  You can reach me at bmod7@comcast.net.  Thank you! Ben 

 

Help Wanted—On August 29, our worship service will be a service of Travels, Trips, and 

Journeys: A Service of Word and Song.  We are in need of five readers to do a reading of 

scripture, followed by a responsive prayer.   

If you plan to be in worship on August 29 and would be willing to be one of the readers, please 

email Pastor Becky by Sunday, August 22. 

 

 NO Food Collection for Open Link Labor Day Weekend—Sept 4th 

 

 Order your Hoagies by Thursday, September 9th.  Please contact Elaine Keller by phone 

(215.262.5366) or email elaineakeller@comcast.net  before Sept 9th for a Sept 16th pick up.  

If you have any questions about the hoagies or our trips, please contact Elaine.  

 

For the remainder of the summer, St. John's will be taking up a collection of items needed by the 

Martin Luther School in Plymouth Meeting.  Since YPO has not been able to visit with the 

children who reside there as result of the pandemic, we hope you'll join us in this collection.  The 

items below will be collected thru Sunday, September 5 and will then be taken to the school for 

the children to enjoy. Please drop all items in the bins in the narthex and parlor.  

Items needed are art supplies, which includes crayons, markers, colored pencils and sketch 

pads, and journals that are NOT spiral bound. 

JOIN THE A/V TEAM—  Do you or someone you know have an interest in video or audio 

technology?  We could use more help on the A/V team on Sunday mornings.  No special skills 

are required, we will teach you everything you need to know.  If you are interested in giving this 

part or our ministry a try, please contact Colleen Carlin (colcarlin@hotmail.com; 215-813-4776) 

or Brian Gegan (briangegan@amsentrp.com; 215-429-5768).  Please consider joining the team. 

The Book Club is reading The Midnight Library by Matt Haig. 

Pick up a copy and join us at the firepit or zoom in on  

Tuesday, September 14th at 7pm. 

mailto:bmod7@comcast.net
mailto:elaineakeller@comcast.net
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You can support St. John’s every time you shop at Amazon—and it costs you nothing! 

Simply go to smile.amazon.com to select St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran, Green Lane as your 

supporting charity.  Then all purchases you make through smile.amazon.com (same prices as 

amazon.com) will donate a percentage on to St. John’s. If you use Amazon’s mobile app, you 

will have to go into the app to turn Amazon Smile on.  Just go into the Amazon app, click on 

settings, then click on AmazonSmile and follow the prompts to select St. John’s and turn on 

AmazonSmile so all your purchases count!  For more information, call the church office! 

 Several Dates are available—Please sign up TODAY! 

Meal Train for Brian & Jennifer Allebach 

A meal train, to provide a meal on Saturdays, continues. To access the meal train sign-up, see 

what dates are available and find out all the pertinent information, see the weekly email or 

contact the church office.Brian also loves to receive cards - so feel free to drop one in the 

mail to their home address, which is: Brian Allebach, 1096 Soffa Road, East Greenville, PA 

18041. Thank you for your tender care for this family at this challenging time. 

  

Pastoral Care Volunteers Needed Peter Becker Community, Harleysville will be holding a 

three hour Abiders training in September 2021. Abiders provide a reassuring, comforting 

presence to persons in the last hours of their life who would otherwise die alone.  Attending 

training does not obligate you to become a volunteer.  Your time of service can be very flexible. 

Vaccination for COVID 19 is a requirement. Contact Director of Pastoral Care, Merlin Hedrick 

at 215-513-6817 or mhedrick@peterbeckercommunity.com 

  

 
Worship Attendance 

8/15/2021 – In Person 68, Zoom - 19 households 

Giving Amounts Total received 

between  

7/26-8/15/2021 

Amount Needed 

between  

7/26-8/15/2021 

General Fund 12,608.83 $11,216 

Building Fund $322.14   

Weekly average is based on the 2021 budget. A weekly building fund amount needed is no longer 

reported as the building fund has been used for the mortgage, which has been paid off.  All other 

building expenses are included in General Fund budget and giving.  The above numbers include 

electronic giving. Mint duty is being done every other week for the time being. 

Capital Campaign Activity Update 

Capital Campaign Contributions Pledged $ 260,000.00 

Capital Campaign Contributions received between  

7/26-8/15/2021 
$170 

Capital Campaign Contributions received to date $ 251,149.65 

A gift to the kitchen fund in memory of Martine E. Hersh was received from the Musselman and 

Miller families.  

 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE 


