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Worship Guide for Christ the Good Shepherd 
August 22, 2021 – 13th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION  

OPENING SONG: You Are the Way–ELW 758 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h5Q8DKrJtZs 
1 You are the way; to you alone 
from sin and death we flee; 
all those who search for God, you find 
and by your grace set free. 

2 You are the truth; your word alone 
true wisdom can impart; 
you only can inform the mind 
and purify the heart. 

3 You are the life; the rending tomb 
proclaims your conqu'ring arm; 
and those who put their trust in you 
not death nor hell shall harm. 

4 You are the way, the truth, the life; 
grant us that way to know, 
that truth to keep, that life to win, 
whose joys eternal flow.  

 

INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Based on Exodus 20) 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.Most merciful God,  
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.   
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
Through Jesus Christ, your son our Lord. He live and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and 
forever.  Amen.  

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray: (A brief silence)  
Almighty Eternal God, your kindness is far more than we desire or deserve. Generously pour out your mercy 
to forgive where our conscience is afraid and to provide what by ourselves we do not even presume to pray. 
Through Jesus Christ, your son our Lord. He live and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and 
forever.  Amen. 
 
1st READING:  A reading from Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 
In the Near East, covenant means “agreement” or “alliance.” It describes relationships and is the 
primary word used to characterize the relationship between God and Israel. By delivering Israel, God 
has already begun the relationship. Joshua calls upon the people to respond.  

1 Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, 
and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 2a And Joshua said to all the people, 
14 “Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that 
your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 Now if you are unwilling to 
serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region 
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beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, 
we will serve the Lord.” 
16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; 17 for 
it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and 
among all the peoples through whom we passed; 18 and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the 
Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 
Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 34:15-22 
The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous. (Ps. 34:15) 

One: The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and God’s ears are open to their cry. 
All: The face of the Lord is against those who do evil, to erase the remembrance of them from the earth. 
One: The righteous cry, and the Lord hears them and delivers them from all their troubles. 
All: The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves those whose spirits are crushed.  
One: Many are the troubles of the righteous, but the Lord delivers them from every one. 
All: God will keep safe all their bones; not one of them shall be broken. 
One: Evil will bring death to the wicked and those who hate the righteous will be punished.22 O Lord, you 
redeem the life of your servants, and those who put their trust in you will not be punished. 
 

2nd READING:  A reading from Ephesians 6:10-20 
Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this letter closes by calling on Christians 
to be equipped for spiritual warfare against evil. The full armor of God includes truth, righteousness, 
peace, faith, the gift of salvation, and the word of God inspired by the Spirit. 

10 Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, so that you 
may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and 
flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so 
that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14 Stand 
therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. 15 As 
shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16 With all of 
these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 
17 Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
18 Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always 
persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19 Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be 
given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in 
chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 
Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
We say together:  
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.  

 +++ THE HOLY GOSPEL According to John 6:56-69  Glory to You, O Lord.  
The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his followers must eat his flesh and drink 
his blood. The followers who return to their old lives know something about how odd this sounds. Simon 
Peter, on the other hand, knows something about the scarcity of living, gracious words. He asks the 
most important question: “To whom shall we go?” 

[Jesus said,] 56 “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57 Just as the living 
Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58 This is the 
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bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who 
eats this bread will live forever.” 59 He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at 
Capernaum. 
60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” 61 But Jesus, 
being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 62 Then what 
if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the spirit that gives life; the 
flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But among you there are some 
who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the 
one that would betray him. 65 And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me 
unless it is granted by the Father.” 
66 Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. 67 So Jesus asked 
the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You 
have the words of eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

MESSAGE – Pastor Curtis Zieske  
 

SONG: Blessed Assurance  ELW 638 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuyf1YQvcwY 
1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

Refrain: 
This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long. 
This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long. 

2 Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
visions of rapture now burst on my sight. 
Angels descending bring from above 
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. [Refrain] 

3 Perfect submission, all is at rest. 
I in my Savior am happy and bless’d, 
watching and waiting, looking above, 
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. [Refrain] 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
This is what we believe and teach: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He descended to the dead. On 
the third day he rose again; He ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father, And he 
will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life + everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. A brief silence. 

God of courage, bless all leaders of your church. Make them ready to proclaim the gospel of peace and 
strengthen them to preach your loving word. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of creation, bless fields and orchards. Protect the land from drought and bring life-giving rain to support 
growth. Instruct your people in wise treatment of the world you have provided for all your creatures. Lord, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 

God of community, bless all who seek justice between nations and peoples. Give guidance to bridge-
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builders, heal divisions, and inspire cooperation in times of crisis, disaster, and war. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of compassion, bless all who are in any need. Accompany all who are lonely and feeling abandoned and 
remind them of your abiding presence. Accompany all who are persecuted and exploited and open us to 
their cries. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of change, bless our transitions. Guide all who are embarking on new stages in life such as a new job, 
new school, or new community (especially). Sustain enduring friendships and kindle new relationships and 
interests. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered 
Jack Johnson, prayers of healing.  
Paula Davis and family, at the passing of her brother, John Jongeling, who is known by many at CGSLC. 
The family and friends of Ilene Whelden, who passed away last week.   
The family and friends of Mary Ann Kniss who passed away last week. 
Lois, Mary’s Michener’s friend, with broken hip.    
Linda, Diane Hawkins' sister, diagnosed with cancer.  
Sharon Reynolds. 
Pastor Shelley.  Prayers for good health.  
Miles and Stephanie's daughter Lucy, with medical diagnosis. 
Kathy Moredock for health.  
Nancy Ostrem recovering from shoulder replacement surgery.  
Josie, Mary's friend, injured from a fall.  
Rev. Elwin Bergstraesser, with lung cancer, wife and family for peace.  
Mary, recovering at home from fall, balance issues and increasing vision.  
Julie, Mary’s daughter, healing from surgery. 
Eleanor Norman for healing after a fall. 
Anna Christie for healing and strength during recovery. 
Gary Drager, peace after the trauma of a fall. 
Hunter Baker, student of Kelsey Hallin, for healing of fractured vertebrae. 
Ian, recovering from surgery and dealing with mental health issues.  
Sara and her unborn baby as she undergoes chemo. 
Coleen Brown with serious health issues and recent hospitalization. 
Cora Lee recovering from kidney surgery.  
Jamie Sauer recovering from surgery and hoping to release to work. 
Paul, recovering from knee surgery. 
Ron Mohr’s mother Vi, recovering for broken hip. 
Karen Hafner recovering from surgery. 
Willie Dolan and family at the passing of his twin sister. 
Sami, Juliana and family Abu Ghazaleh protection during violence in Jerusalem. 
Communities affected by fire, flood, earthquake, tornado and heat. 
All diagnosed with COVID-19 and families that support them. 
Continuing progress in the area of racism and reconciliation. 
Shut-ins experiencing loneliness. 
Vicar Sena Norton as she prepares for pastoral leadership in September and daughter Mae transitioning to 
new state, home, school, friends & family. 
 

God of comfort, bless all who mourn the deaths of their beloved ones. We give you thanks for the saints 
who have gone before us (especially). Renew our confidence in your promise of resurrection and life in the 
world to come. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
     The peace of our risen lord Jesus Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
     Worshippers share a sign of peace with one another. 
 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
Almighty God, with golden fields of grain you offer bread for all. We claim a part through daily work and 
hope to stretch your hand to feed the world. Accept our gifts as prayers to find good ways to eat and share 
this bread that everyone may taste and trust your love. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to 
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the 
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.   And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn of praise, saying: 
 
SANCTUS (Holy, Holy, Holy) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest. + Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

CANON FOR THE FEAST OF PENTECOST 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.  You are most holy and great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in you may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things 
for our salvation.  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat, for this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  (All 
bow) 
Again, after supper, he took the cup; gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: this cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  (All bow) 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink of this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection 
and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with 
your Word and Holy Spirit to bless + us, your servants, and these your own gifts of + bread and + wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sins, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our 
inheritance with all your saints.  
To you, O God, (all bow) Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and 
forever.   Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
And now, as our Savior has taught us, we pray boldly:  Our Father… 

 

FRACTION (Breaking of the bread) 
God brings forth wine to gladden us (Psalm 104.15)  
And bread to strengthen the human heart. (Psalm 104.15) 

AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
ALL ARE INVITED TO RECEIVE THE BREAD/BODY AND WINE/BLOOD OF CHRISTAFTER ALL HAVE RECEIVED: 

The body and blood of Christ our living Lord, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 
Let us pray:  O Lord, we came hungry for righteousness, and you have satisfied us with the feast of 
forgiveness. Help us multiply your generous gift through mercy and hospitality to all. We bless you now and 
evermore.  You are the Lord forevermore. Amen. 

SENDING SONG: Good Good Father - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5m_naj292o 
1. I've heard a thousand stories 
Of what they think You’re like 
But I've heard the tender whisper 
Of love in the dead of night 
You tell me that You’re pleased 
And that I'm never alone 

Chorus: You're a Good Good Father 
It's who You are 
It's who You are 
It's who You are 
And I'm loved by You 
It's who I am 
It's who I am 
It's who I am 

2. I've seen many searching for answers 
Far and wide 
But I know we're all searching for answers 
Only You provide 
Because You know just what we need 
Before we say a word 

Bridge 
You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us 
 

3. Love so undeniable I can hardly speak 
Peace so unexplainable I can hardly think 
As You call me deeper still 
As You call me deeper still 
As You call me deeper still 
Into love love love 

 

CCLI Song # 7036612 Anthony Brown | Pat Barrett © 2014 Capitol CMG Paragon (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
 
BENEDICTION 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. Thanks be to God. 
All Songs used by permission: OneLicense A-706738, CCLI License# 1419993 
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Announcements! 
Pastoral Care Needs 
Please contact our U-Matters Team through Twila Anderson at (503) 871-5253.   In addition, Pastor Curtis 
Zieske, our bridge pastor, is available for critical needs: 507-351-9580. Twila will coordinate with him. 

Office Hours: Office hours are 9-3:30, Monday-Thursday 
Rose is now working in the office Monday-Wednesday and working from home on Thursdays.  Please call the 
church number to reach her during these hours.  Rose will be off Thursday August 19th & Monday August 
23rd.   
 Please send prayers, praise, and announcements to office@christthegoodshep.org or share with Heidi 
Dupuis. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Outreach Meeting Zoom 
September 4 10AM   
Meeting ID: 823 2680 4809  
Passcode: 164756 

Sunday Worship - 10 AM 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83761159516  or 

dial in to: (253)215-8782  -  
Meeting ID: 837 6115 9516.  

Please have your communion elements ready. 

*To improve the flow of the Zoom service, 
prayer requests will be taken before the 

service starts, between 9:50 and 10:00, and 
through the chat in Zoom during worship.* 

School Supplies are currently being 
collected for this year's Summer School 
Supply Giveaway.  Financial donations 
are always welcome through Tithe.ly or 
mail your check to the church with your 
offering designated: "School Supplies."  
Contact the office to drop off supplies: 
office@christthegoodshep.org 
Drop boxes are in the Christ House and 
on the front porch of the Christ House.   

2021 School Supply Giveaway 

Newsletter Deadline 
August 25, 2021 
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CGS REFLECTION FOR SUNDAY AUGUST 22, 2021 ON ST. JOHN 6. 56-69 

The U.S. withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan has begun, marking the bringing to an end of America’s 
longest war.  However, the withdrawal of troops does not mean that the effects of that war cease.  There 
are thousands upon thousands of men, women and children that have provided supportive services for 
our presence in their country that is now being overtaken and overrun by the Taliban.  Those lives are in 
danger, and life opportunities especially for women will be radically altered, despite assurances of the 
Taliban that such will not be the case.  I recall the witness of a 13 year old girl a few years ago that 
remains a living testimony to the ruthlessness of Taliban law, order and justice. 

Nobel Laureate Malala Yousafzai, at 13 years of age, began blogging about conditions in schools in the 
Swat Valley under the Taliban, advocating for opportunities for girls.  Two years later, she was targeted 
by a Taliban gunman.  She was shot in her head and left for dead.  Miraculously, she survived that 
attack.  Today, as a student at Oxford, she continues her commitment to the goal that “all girls receive 
twelve years of free, safe, quality education.” (see Malala.org). 

Many of you know of my friendship with Sami and Juliana Abu Ghazaleh and their children Natalie, 
Ramez and Taleen, in the Holy Land.  They are part of the minority of Christians that make up a very 
small percentage of the Arab population of the West Bank and the majority of them are in Bethlehem.  It 
is an Arab and largely Muslim culture, a culture that does not value the education and equality of 
women.  We have a significant Lutheran presence in the Holy Land – Christmas Lutheran Church and its 
ministry of the International Center for peace and cultural expression; and the Dar al-Kalima School and 
the Dar al-Kalima University that provides a quality education for Arab -- Muslim and Christian alike -- 
men, women and children, half of whom are women and girls such as Natalie and Taleen.  The 
Christmas Lutheran Church, the International Center, the School, and the University are largely 
dependent on the generosity and goodwill of people who support their work of quality education and 
opportunities for women (such as scholarship programs or providing classroom supplies, for example). 

No matter one’s religion, following shalom (peace) and human dignity as proclaimed by Jesus will be 
met with resistance and often violence (see St. John 21. 19, Jesus’ words to Peter following the 
resurrection and their encounter on the shore of the Sea of Galilee).  Knowing the outcome of St. Peter’s 
story heightens the pathos of Peter’s response to Jesus in today’s Gospel 
lesson:  “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life.  We 
have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”  

 Reflection by Pastor Curtis Zieske 

 

Malala Yousafzai 


