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LESSONS FROM FAMOUS LAST WORDS: 
JOSHUA’S CHALLENGE FOR GOD’S PEOPLE

T E X T:  J O S H UA  2 4 : 1 4 - 2 5

Often what’s needed is for the older generation to give the current and 
younger generation a charge or a challenge. A younger Joshua had his fair 
share of being challenged. Moses gave Joshua a charge to not be afraid but 
be very courageous. This was many years ago and now it was Joshua’s turn 
to be the old man that gave a challenge.

1. The choice to make

 “Now therefore fear the Lord… choose you this day…”

 a. A clear choice

  —  Vs. 14 “…fear the Lord, and serve him… and put away the gods…”

  —  Sincerity and truth: clear, genuine

  — Put away: intentionally, distinctly

  — Serve: to labour for the purpose given by a sovereign

 b. A timely choice

  — Vs. 15 “And if it seem evil…”

 c. A daily choice

  — Vs. 15 “…choose you this day…”

2. The context to consider

 a. The response based on what they know

  —  Vs. 16 “And the people answered…”

  i.  the deliverer

  ii.  the preserver

  iii. the protector

 b. The reminder based Joshua’s learning

  — Vs. 19 “And Joshua said unto the people…”

  i. God’s holiness vs. 19

  ii. God’s judgement vs. 20

3. The commitment of the crowd

 — “…Nay; but we will serve the Lord.”

 a. The witness of their own declaration

  —  Vs. 22 “…Ye are witnesses against yourselves…”

  — His affection was evidenced in what he gave.

 b. The withdrawal of their own deities

  —  Vs. 23 “…put away… the strange Gods…  
incline your heart unto the Lord…”

 c. The will of their own decisions

  —  Vs. 24 “…and his voice will we obey.”

Joshua’s response was to set a covenant forward for the people. It was a 
promise by the people to the Lord. He wrote it in a book, a public record 
of their commitment. He set a stone, a public memorial of all that they 
had declared. This was a historic moment. Whilst Joshua was finishing his 
course, it was what the people needed to set their course for the future.

You know the choice that you have to make. I’ve come to the end, but 
you’re only getting started. Serve the Lord, obey His voice and incline your 
heart to Him. Your future is dependent on that commitment, so make it 
again today.
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