
The Revelation and the End of Days 1 

Lesson 20: Deeper Study on the Signs of Christ Return in the 

Olivet Discourse – Part 2 

1. Deeper Study on the Signs of the End:  

(Note: (CGN) stands for the Combined Gospel Narrative from the Olivet Discourse in Matt. 24 & 

25, Mark 13 and Luke 21) 

 

a. Introduction: 

 

i. Last study we covered some of the signs Jesus provided in the Olivet 

Discourse. These included:  

a. False prophets and teachers as well as compromised believers. 

b. Increase of wars, famines and earthquakes. 

c. You will be Hated. 

d. Persecution of believers. 

 

b. False Prophets – False Religions: 

 

i. (CGN) Then many false prophets will rise and deceive many. (Matt. 24:11) 

 

a. In our last lesson we talked about False Prophets and the 

compromised believers. Let’s look a little into false religions. 

 

b. Rick Renner on False Religions: The truth is that there are multitudes 

of individuals and religious organizations that claim to be divinely 

authorized and inspired. But they are false in that they do not 

represent the truth of the Bible. Some of them might preach and 

adhere to some Bible truth. But the core Bible doctrines of salvation 

through Christ alone, His death and resurrection, and His present-day 

position and ministry are tainted and erroneous — to the great 

detriment of the followers of these groups.  

 

A few notable groups in this category that you would probably 

recognize are as follows:  

 

• Baha’i Faith  

• New Age religions  

• Buddhism  

• Scientology  

• Hinduism  

• Unitarianism  

• Christian Science  

• Islam  
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• Universalism (and Unitarian Universalism)  

• Edgar Cayce organization (mysticism)  

• Jehovah’s Witnesses  

• Mormonism  

• Sun Myung Moon (Unification Movement/“Moonies”)  

• Eastern cults (Hare Krishna, etc.)  

 

Each of these religious movements had an originator, or founder, 

who claimed some “special” visitation from God, whether by an 

angel, a dream, or some other supernatural means. He or she 

received so-called revelation that either does not exist within the 

Bible or that alters the meaning of the Bible.  

 

Let’s take a brief look at a few of the more well-known examples of 

modern-day false religions that began with a false prophet.  

 

• Joseph Smith, founder of the Mormon movement, claimed to 

have had a divine visitation with an angel that resulted in the writing 

of an entirely different book of revelation, the Book of Mormon. 

Today there are millions of Mormons who spread the extra-biblical 

teachings of Joseph Smith. The claims of Smith continue to be 

proclaimed today through the mammoth-sized organization called 

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.  

 

• Christian Science, whose founder, Mary Baker Eddy, claimed 

divine inspiration and a new revelation about health and healing, 

which she claimed to have found inside the Bible. During her lifetime, 

she had hundreds of thousands of followers who followed her 

teachings on healing. Although Eddy has been dead many years, cities 

across America are dotted with Christian Science reading rooms 

where one can read and hear the erroneous, “supernaturally 

inspired” writings of Eddy.  

 

• Edgar Cayce, the “sleeping prophet,” was so called because he 

gave psychic readings to thousands of seekers while he was in an 

“unconscious” state. His psychic activities drew a large group of 

followers who were completely dedicated to his claims of 

supernatural inspiration. Although he has been dead for decades, his 

organization continues with thousands of dedicated followers.  

 

• Reverend Sun Myung Moon was the father of the worldwide 

Unification Church. Moon claimed to have had a supernatural 

visitation with Jesus, in which Jesus admitted to having failed His 

mission because He was killed on the Cross. According to Moon, 

Christ chose him to take His place and to create the family of God 

throughout the earth. This led to the formation of the Unification 
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Church. Moon boldly referred to himself as the Prince of Peace and 

the Savior of the World. Hundreds of thousands of people around the 

world followed him through the years. Although Moon died in 2012, 

the Unification Church continues, so financially wealthy that it owns 

and operates a major newspaper and extensive properties across the 

United States.  

 

• The New Age movement is a conglomeration of all types of 

religions and spiritualist influences, filled with thousands of 

revelators, psychics, and mediums who claim to have tapped into 

some new stream of divine energy. It is a fact that multitudes — 

literally, millions of people — have been led in some form into the 

web of this great deception.  

 

The common denominator of the majority of false religions is they 

had a founder — a so-called prophet, seer, or leader. From the time 

of their respective supernatural experiences, these leaders began 

teaching their unique revelations to people who would blindly 

believe and follow them. Over the years, aggregated millions have 

pledged their allegiance — which has included the resources of their 

money and their time — to these cults and false leaders. (Renner) 

(Emphasis added) 

 

c. Decrease in love and family affection  

 

i. (CGN) You will be betrayed even by parents, children, brothers, relatives and 

friends; and by their betrayal they will put some of you to death. (Luke 21:16 

& Mark 13:12) 

 

a. This is almost inconceivable, but it pictures the power of demon 

religions in their control of their victims. Religion caused the first 

betrayal and death (Gen_4:1-26) and it will cause the last ones 

(Rev_6:9-11; Rev_7:9-17; Rev_14:13; Rev_15:2-4; Rev_20:4-6; 

Mat_24:4-24). False religion has caused men to commit every known 

crime and the lowest of deeds while at the same time it made them 

think they were doing God service, and their inhuman deeds were 

righteous (Joh_16:2). (Dake) 

 

b. THEY WILL PUT SOME OF YOU TO DEATH. Ancient writers tell of how 

all the apostles (except John) died as martyrs (i.e., people who die for 

a cause or their beliefs) at the hands of those who persecuted them 

for their faith in and preaching about Christ. Many believers were 

tortured and killed in the early days of Christianity (Fire Bible: A Study 

Bible for Spirit-led Living, 2001) 
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ii. Matt. 10:21 (NKJV) “Now brother will deliver up brother to death, and a 

father his child; and children will rise up against parents and cause them to 

be put to death. 

 

a. This passage in Matthew chapter 10 was part of what Jesus told his 

12 disciples to the lost sheep of Israel. The same type of persecution 

was then, has continued and will be even greater the closer we get to 

the Tribulation. During the Tribulation it will be greater then ever was 

or will be.  

 

d. Increase of Lawlessness:  

 

i. (CGN) And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. 

But he who endures to the end shall be saved. (Matt. 24:12-13) 

 

ii. (CGN) Take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with 

carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you 

unexpectedly. (Luke 21:34) 

 

a. 1 John 3:4-7 (NKJV) Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, 

and sin is lawlessness. 5 And you know that He was manifested to take 

away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. 6 Whoever abides in Him 

does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him.  

Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices 

righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous. 

 

b. Lawlessness: In Greek, the word “iniquity” actually describes 

lawlessness. A literal translation of this verse could be, “…Because 

lawlessness will abound, the love of many shall wax cold.” The word 

“lawlessness” is plural in the Greek text, which tells us Jesus was 

foretelling a time when lawlessness would escalate around the world. 

But what does lawlessness mean? The word “lawlessness” in this 

verse refers to the actions of an individual, a group of people, a 

nation — or even an entire society or culture — that has chosen to 

live apart from God’s laws and principles. Although this person or 

group previously followed biblical laws and principles in general, they 

elected to forge their own ways of doing things that are not founded 

on the principles of God’s Word. Thus, they are lawless, or living by 

their own newly evolving principles that are not based on established 

truths so vividly portrayed in Scripture. (Renner) 

 

c. Grow (Wax) Cold: The words “wax cold” are a translation of a Greek 

word that means to progressively become cold-hearted. It depicts 

people who have become numbed — perhaps by personal sin, by the 

condoning of sin in others, or by a sinful environment. Perhaps they 

have become cold spiritually by allowing the moral changes in the 
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world around them to negatively affect their own standards. The 

lawlessness that abounds more and more may have rubbed off on 

them as well. (Renner) 

 

d. 2 Thess. 1-12 (NKJV) Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, 2 not 

to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or 

by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come. 3 Let no 

one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the 

falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of 

perdition, 4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called 

God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, 

showing himself that he is God. 
5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these 

things? 6 And now you know what is restraining, that he may be 

revealed in his own time. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already 

at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of 

the way. 8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord 

will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the 

brightness of His coming. 9 The coming of the lawless one is according 

to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10 

and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because 

they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 

And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they 

should believe the lie, 12 that they all may be condemned who did not 

believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

 

1. Lawlessness is the opposite of righteousness, (2 

Corinthians 6:14). It is an integral part of Satan’s end time 

scheme, (2 Thess. 2:1-10). It characterized the condition 

of the scribes and Pharisees at the time of the first 

coming of Christ, (Matthew 23: 27-28). Similarly, it 

becomes implanted into the Kingdom of God prior to the 

second coming of Christ. Like tares adversely affect the 

wheat during harvest time, Satan uses lawlessness as a 

stumbling block to harm the people of God in the last 

days, (Matt. 13:36-43). When lawlessness goes 

unrestrained in the end times, it metastasizes into its 

most cancerous condition, causing the love of many 

throughout the world to grow cold, (Matt. 24:12). Its only 

cure is forgiveness through Jesus Christ, (Romans 4:7, 

Hebrews 10:17). Lawlessness is so bad that it must be 

restrained, for the overall good of the Church while it 

exists upon the earth. The Church is not appointed to 

experience lawlessness when it spreads throughout the 

world without further hindrance, and that’s why it is 
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Raptured out beforehand. As per 1 Thess. 5:9, the Church 

is likewise not appointed to the wrath of God, however 

lawlessness is not poured out by God, rather it is 

unleashed according to the working of Satan, with all 

power, signs, and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous 

deception among those who perish, (2 Thess. 2:9-10; 

abbreviated). (Salus) 

 

a. Rom. 4:7 (NKJV) “Blessed are those whose 

lawless deeds are forgiven, And whose sins are 

covered; 

 

2. SECRET POWER OF LAWLESSNESS IS ALREADY AT WORK. 

The “secret power of lawlessness” (or spirit of rebellion) 

is a behind-the-scenes activity of evil powers that has 

operated throughout the course of human history, 

preparing the way for the complete rebellion and the 

man of lawlessness.  

 

(1) It is a completely evil and skillfully destructive process 

that deceives and entraps those who reject Christ and do 

not accept God’s complete truth. It also prepares many 

within the church to turn from true faith and to accept 

the lies that will be increasingly common in some 

elements of the church. It involves a spirit or movement 

against true Biblical faith and God’s moral law. It seeks 

freedom from all moral restraint, and it takes pleasure in 

all forms of rebellious behavior against God (vv. 10-12…).  

 

(2) Though this spirit already existed in Paul’s day, it will 

be especially prevalent in the world–and in Christianity–in 

the end times (see Mt 24:11…; 2Ti 4:3-4…) (Fire Bible: A 

Study Bible for Spirit-led Living, 2001) 

 

iii. 1 Tim. 4:1-3 (NKJV) Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some 

will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of 

demons, 2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with 

a hot iron, 3 forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods 

which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe 

and know the truth. 

 

a. SOME WILL ABANDON THE FAITH. The Holy Spirit has clearly 

revealed and warned that in the end times many people will fall away 

from personal faith in Jesus Christ… and reject the truth of God’s 

Word (cf. 2Th 2:3; Jude 1:3-4).  
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(1) This will even include some ministers who are highly gifted and 

empowered by God. They may accomplish great things for God and 

preach the message of Christ effectively, but in the end they will turn 

from the faith and give in to the deception and enticement of evil 

spirits and false teaching. Because of their position, past effectiveness 

and former passion for God, these unfaithful ministers will mislead 

many. 

 

(2) Many believers will abandon their faith because they will fail to 

love the truth enough to defend it and obey it in the face of intense 

opposition (2Th 2:10). Because of their lack of devotion to the truth, 

they will not resist the God-defying trends of the last days (cf. Mt 

24:5, 10-12; see 2Ti 3:2-3…). Many in the church will not tolerate the 

truth if it challenges or contradicts their own behaviors and lifestyles. 

As a result, the distorted message presented by compromising 

ministers and educators will find little resistance in many churches 

(4:1; 2Ti 3:5; 4:3; see 2Co 11:13…). 

 

(3) The increasing popularity of unbiblical teaching will be primarily 

the result of Satan and his demonic forces of evil intensifying their 

opposition to God’s work. Christ’s second coming will be preceded by 

an increase in satanism (i.e., devil worship), spiritism (i.e., supposed 

communication with the dead), the occult (i.e., religious practices 

involving magic and witchcraft), demon possession (i.e., evil spirits 

inhabiting the bodies of humans and taking control of their lives) and 

deception from evil spirits. These things will occur in the world at 

large, as well as among people in the church (Eph 6:11-12…). 

 

(4) The Christian’s protection against deception involves complete 

dependence on and loyalty to God and his inspired Word. It also 

involves recognizing that individuals with great charisma and God-

given ability can be deceived and can, in turn, deceive others with 

messages that mix truth with error. This awareness must be joined by 

a sincere determination to fulfill God’s purpose (Jn 7:17), to do what 

is right by his standard and to live with an appropriate fear of God–an 

attitude that reminds us of our accountability to him and causes us to 

depend on him (Ps 25:4-5, 12-15…). 

 

(5) Faithful followers of Christ must not think that the widespread 

rebellion and faithlessness within Christianity during the last days will 

prevent authentic revival or successful evangelism. God has promised 

that during the “last days” he will save all who call on his name (cf. Ac 

2:21; Ro 10:13). This refers to those who sincerely entrust their lives 

to him and refuse to take part in the corrupt beliefs, behaviors and 

lifestyles that are so common in the world. God promises to pour out 

his Spirit on such people–young and old–to fill and empower them for 
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faithful and effective ministry in the last days (Ac 2:16-21, 33, 38-40; 

3:19). (Fire Bible: A Study Bible for Spirit-led Living, 2001) 

 

iv. 2 Tim. 3:1-7 (NKJV)  But know this, that in the last days perilous times will 

come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, 

proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, 

unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 

traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 

having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn 

away! 6 For of this sort are those who creep into households and make 

captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts, 
7 always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

 

a. WITHOUT LOVE. In the last days, God’s people must be prepared to 

face an overwhelming rise in ungodliness as history enters its final 

stages.  

 

(1) Paul prophesies that Satan will bring great destruction on the 

family. Children will be “disobedient to their parents” (v. 2), and men 

and women will be “without love” (Gk astorgoi). This can be 

translated “without family affection” and refers to a lack of natural 

tenderness and love, as shown by a mother who rejects her children 

or kills her baby, a father who abandons his family or children who 

neglect their aging parents (see Lk 1:17…).  

 

(2) Men and women will become lovers of money and pleasure and 

will pursue their own selfish desires with no thought or concern for 

God or others (v. 2). Many will consider parenthood, with its demands 

for sacrificial love and nurture, an unworthy or undignified task (vv. 2-

4). Parents with true love for their children will be rare; they will be 

replaced more and more by those who are selfish and brutal and who 

abandon their children, emotionally and physically (cf. Ps 113:9; 

127:3-5; Pr 17:6; Tit 2:4-5…). 

 

(3) If Christian parents are to safeguard their families in the difficult 

times of the last days, they must protect them from evil influences 

(cf. Ac 20:28-30) and teach them to reject the corrupt values of the 

society in which they live (Ac 2:40; Ro 12:1-2…). They must accept 

God’s plan for the family (see Eph 5:21-25…) and live differently from 

those who do not serve God and follow Christ (Lev 18:3-5; Eph 4:17). 

Christians, as well as their families, must truly become strangers and 

aliens on earth (Heb 11:13-16), even while they continue to pray for 

and reach out with compassion to those who are spiritually lost 

without a personal relationship with Christ. (Fire Bible: A Study Bible 

for Spirit-led Living, 2001) 
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b. Thirty characteristics of wicked Men: 

1. Lovers of themselves (2Ti_3:2). Greek: Philautos (G5367), 

fond of oneself; selfish. Only here 

2. Covetous (2Ti_3:2). Greek: philarguros (G5366), fond of 

money. Only here and Luk_16:14 

3. Boasters (2Ti_3:2). Greek: alazon (G213), braggarts; self-

exalted. Here and Rom_1:30 

4. Proud (2Ti_3:2). Greek: huperephanos (G5244), self-

important… 

5. Blasphemers (2Ti_3:2)… 

6. Disobedient to parents (2Ti_3:2). Head-strong children 

(2Ti_3:2; Rom_1:30) 

7. Unthankful (2Ti_3:2). Greek: acharistos (G884), 

ungrateful. Here and in Luk_6:35 

8. Unholy (2Ti_3:2). Greek: anosios (G462), without piety; 

no reverence… 

9. Without natural affection (2Ti_3:3). Living in unnatural 

affection sins; perverts; homosexuals; sodomites… 

10. Trucebreakers (2Ti_3:3)… 

11. False accusers (2Ti_3:3). Greek: diabolos (G1228), 

slanderer; adversary… 

12. Incontinent (2Ti_3:3). Greek: akrates (G193), no control 

of appetites and passions. Only here 

13. Fierce (2Ti_3:3). Greek: anemeros (G434), wild; savage; 

uncivilized. Only here 

14. Despisers of good men (2Ti_3:3). Greek: aphilagathos 

(G865), unfriendly to good men. Only here 

15. Traitors (2Ti_3:4). Greek: prodotes (G4273), betrayers. 

Only here; Luk_6:16; Act_7:52 

16. Heady (2Ti_3:4). Greek: propetes (G4312), rash; hasty; 

reckless; headstrong. Translated "rashly" in Act_19:36 

17. Highminded (2Ti_3:4). Greek: tuphoo (G5187), senseless; 

conceited; silly… 

18. Lovers of pleasure (2Ti_3:4). Sensual gratification is their 

god (2Ti_3:4) 

19.  Having a form of godliness (2Ti_3:5). Greek: morphosis 

(G3446), a semblance; sketch; form. Only here and 

Rom_2:20. Their religion is only in their creed and formal 

confession of faith, not in their hearts 

20. Denying the power of godliness (2Ti_3:5). Destitute of 

godliness, having no faith that one can be godly in this 

life. From such turn away 

21. Use their show of piety to gain entrance into homes to 

deceive (2Ti_3:6) 

22. Capture for their own pleasure silly (foolish) women 

whom they deceive (2Ti_3:6) 
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23. Ever learning fallacies but never the knowledge of the 

truth (2Ti_3:7) 

24. Resist truth (2Ti_3:8) 

25. Have corrupt minds (2Ti_3:8) 

26. Reprobate concerning faith (2Ti_3:8) 

27. They are evil (2Ti_3:13). 

28. They seduce women—entice them to surrender chastity 

(2Ti_3:6, 2Ti_3:13). 

29. They increase in evil (2Ti_3:13). 

30. They deceive and are themselves deceived (2Ti_3:13). 

(Dake) 

 

c. HAVING A FORM OF GODLINESS. Paul is referring to those who claim 

to be Christians, appear to be religious and seem to do the right 

things, but who do not have an authentic personal relationship with 

Jesus. Their lives are not characterized by the spiritual power that 

frees people from sin (i.e., their own God-defying ways), selfishness 

and ungodly behavior. Such people tolerate immoral behaviors and 

lifestyles in their churches and among those who claim to know God. 

They even teach that a person may practice the sins listed in vv. 2-4 

and yet still be spiritually saved and have a part in God’s kingdom (cf. 

vv. 5-9; 4:3-4; 2Pe 2:12-19; see 1Co 6:9…). While Christians need to 

reach out and maintain positive relationships and influence with 

people who do not know Christ, they are to “have nothing to do with” 

hypocritical people who pretend to follow Christ but are simply trying 

to fool God and others. Such people tend to distort Christ’s message, 

mislead others spiritually and cause divisions in the church (cf. Ro 

16:17).  (Fire Bible: A Study Bible for Spirit-led Living, 2001) 

 

e. Gospel preached to the whole world  

 

i. (CGN) And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a 

witness to all the nations, and then the end will come. (Matt. 24:14) 

 

a. THIS GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM … THE END. Mt 24:14 The end will 

come only after the “gospel of the kingdom” has been adequately 

preached throughout the entire world.  

 

(1) This “gospel of the kingdom” refers to the NT message of 

forgiveness and new life made available through the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. This message will continue to be 

preached in the power of the Holy Spirit, and it will be accompanied 

by powerful signs of God’s authority and truth…  

 

(2) Only God will know when this task is accomplished according to 

his plans. His followers must faithfully and persistently spread his 
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message “to all nations” until the Lord returns to take his church (i.e., 

all true followers of Jesus) to heaven (see 28:19-20…; Jn 14:3…; 1Th 

4:13…). 

 

(3) Many interpreters believe “the end” refers to the time when “the 

dead in Christ will rise” and the faithful people of Christ’s churches 

“will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 

in the air” (1Th 4:16-17…). Christ gives more details about this sudden 

and unexpected coming to take his followers to heaven in vv. 37-44. 

(Fire Bible: A Study Bible for Spirit-led Living, 2001) 

 

b. The word “preached” is a form of the Greek word kerux, which 

depicts one or many who “preach” the Word of God. The word 

“world” is translated from the Greek word oikoumene. It is a 

compound of oikos, meaning a house, and meno, which means to 

stay, abide, or inhabit. Compounded as one word, oikoumene in this 

phrase “in all the world” describes the inhabited world where people 

live in cities, towns, and villages — in various types of homes — all 

over the earth.  

 

In other words, this Gospel of the Kingdom will be potentially heard 

wherever people live and dwell all over the world!  

 

Jesus also said the Gospel will be preached for a “witness” — the 

Greek word marturion. This word depicts a witness who stood in a 

court of law. It also refers to those who might possibly bear the brunt 

of being faithful to what they have proclaimed.  

 

Those who bore “witness” in a court of law in ancient times realized 

that they could later risk the brunt of persecution for speaking the 

truth. Likewise, Jesus foretold that in the last of the last days, there 

could be ramifications for being a witness to the truth. This dovetails 

with what we studied in Chapter Nine, where we saw that 

approximately 215,000,000 Christians per year are being hassled, 

bullied, and seriously persecuted for their faith — some persecuted to 

the point of death because of the truth they bear witness to.  

 

Jesus said, “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all 

the world for a witness unto all nations....” The word “nations” is the 

Greek word ethnos, which could be translated as nations or ethnic 

groups. In this verse, Christ proclaimed that at the very end of the 

age, the Gospel will be proclaimed to every nation and every ethnic 

group.  

 

Since this is the case, we must consider how many unreached nations 

and ethnic groups have yet to hear the Gospel. How will this miracle 
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occur — that each nation and group will be penetrated with the 

message of the Gospel in such a short time as we come to the end of 

the age? (Renner) 

 

f. The Second Coming of the Son of Man 

 

i. (CGN) “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be 

darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, 

and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then the sign of the Son of 

Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, 

and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power 

and great glory. (Matt. 24:29-30, Mark 13:24-26 & Luke 21:25) 

 

a. This refers to the satanic hosts that now rule the air  (Eph_2:1-3; 

Eph_6:12). They are now above us, but will not be at the coming of 

Christ, for they will be cast down to earth 3 1/2 years before then 

(Rev_12:7-12). Isaiah (Isa_24:21-22; Isa_34:4) spoke of them being 

defeated at the end of this age. Both Isaiah and Jesus made 

predictions of them while they were powers in the heavenlies. At 

Christ’s coming they not only will be shaken and completely defeated, 

but will be cast into prison for 1,000 years (Isa_24:21-22; Rev_20:1-

10). The planets and the hosts of heaven are distinguished in 

2Ki_23:4-5. The hosts of heaven are intelligent beings and have been 

worshiped and served by men in past ages (2Ki_17:16; 2Ki_21:3, 

2Ki_21:5; 2Ch_33:3-5; Jer_8:2; Jer_19:13; Zep_1:5; Act_7:42). That 

they could not refer to the material heavens is clear from Heb_12:26 

where God says He will shake heaven only once more and this will be 

when the heavens and earth are renovated by fire at the end of the 

Millennium, or 1,000 years after "the host" and "powers of heaven 

are shaken" as in the above prophecies (2Pe_3:5-13). The word 

"host" means a mass of persons, an army, great company, and is so 

used 491 times of men and angels. (Dake) 

 

b. THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED. At the conclusion of the tribulation 

period, extraordinary things will happen in the heavens, and then 

Christ will appear. Christ’s return to earth “with power and great 

glory” (v. 30) will not take tribulation Christians by surprise if they pay 

attention to God’s Word and observe the obvious signs related to the 

sun, moon, stars and the shaking of the heavens and the earth (see 

Isa 13:6-13…). (Fire Bible: A Study Bible for Spirit-led Living, 2001) 

 

ii. (CGN) And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they 

will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to 

the other - from the farthest part of earth to the farthest part of heaven. 

Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift your heads, 
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because your redemption draws near.” (Matt. 24:31 & Mark 13:27) 

 

a. THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN. Jesus’ statements about “the 

coming of the Son of Man” have a double reference:  

 

(1) to the first stage of his coming at an unknown and unexpected 

time to take his followers to heaven (i.e., the rapture of the church… 

and  

 

(2) to the second stage of his return after the tribulation, when he will 

destroy the wicked and gather all the righteous into his kingdom (Rev 

19:11–20:4) (Fire Bible: A Study Bible for Spirit-led Living, 2001) 

 

b. GATHER HIS ELECT. When Jesus Christ returns to earth after the 

tribulation, the following events will take place:  

 

(1) God’s conquest over the wicked (v. 30; Rev 19:11-21), the 

antichrist (Rev 19:20) and Satan (Rev 20:1-3);  

 

(2) the separation and judgment of people alive on earth when Christ 

returns (see 13:41…; 25:32-46…);  

 

(3) the gathering of God’s people of all time, including those already 

in heaven (cf. Mk 13:27; see Jn 14:3…; Rev 19:14…; 20:4, 6) and those 

alive on earth at Christ’s return (see 13:40);  

 

(4) Christ’s thousand-year reign on earth (i.e., the millennium; see Rev 

20:4…). (Fire Bible: A Study Bible for Spirit-led Living, 2001) 

 

c. Twenty-four signs of the second coming: 

1. Deceptions (Mat_24:4-5, Mat_24:11, Mat_24:24) 

2. False Christs (Mat_24:5, Mat_24:23-26) 

3. Wars and rumors of wars (Mat_24:6-7) 

4. Famines (Mat_24:7; Rev_6:5-6) 

5. Pestilences (Mat_24:7; Rev_6:8) 

6. Earthquakes (Mat_24:7; Rev_6:12-17) 

7. Anti-semitism (Mat_24:9; Mar_13:9, Mar_13:13) 

8. Offenses (Mat_24:10; cp. Mat_18:1-10) 

9. Betrayals (Mat_24:9; Mar_13:12) 

10. Hatred (Mat_24:10; 2Ti_3:1-9) 

11. False prophets (Mat_24:11, Mat_24:24; Rev_13:1-18) 

12. Lawlessness abounding (Mat_24:12) 

13. Love decreasing (Mat_24:12-13; 2Ti_3:1-17) 

14. Increased missionary work (Mat_24:14) 

15. Abomination of desolation (Mat_24:15; Dan_9:27; 

2Th_2:4; Rev_13:1-18) 
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16. New Jewish nation in Judea (Mat_24:9, Mat_24:15-26; 

Eze_37:1-28; Dan_9:27) 

17. New Jewish temple (Mat_24:15, Mat_24:26; Rev_11:1-2; 

Dan_8:9-13; Dan_9:27; Dan_11:45; 2Th_2:4) 

18. Great tribulation of 3 1/2 years (Mat_24:21; Dan_12:1; 

Rev. 12:1-19:21) 

19. Martyrdoms (Mat_24:9, Mat_24:22; Dan_8:24; Rev_7:9-

17; Rev_11:7; Rev_15:2-4; Rev_20:4-6) 

20. Flight of Jews from Judea (Mat_24:16-21; Rev_12:6, 

Rev_12:14; Isa_16:1-5; Psa_60:4-8; Dan_11:40-45; 

Eze_20:33-38; Hos_2:14-16) 

21. Increased satanic powers (Mat_24:24; 2Th_2:8-12; 

Rev_13:1-18; Rev_16:14; Rev_19:20) 

22. Surfeiting (Mat_24:38; Luk_17:28; Luk_21:34) 

23. Sex crimes (Mat_24:38; Luk_17:27) 

24. Procrastination and lethargy (Mat_24:39) (Dake)  
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