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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher presides & Colleen Lissamer preaches. 
Organ prelude - Nell Howard 

http://www.colwoodanglican.ca|admin@colwoodanglican.ca/
mailto:pschumacher@bc.anglican.ca


THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Welcome: Good morning, and welcome to this service of worship on this Thirteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost.  My name is Paul Schumacher, and I am the interim priest-in-charge at the 
Church of The Advent during this time of transition.   
As we meet today, we begin by remembering the Songhees and Esquimalt nations, on whose 
traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their stewardship 
of the land and water, the plants, and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet today, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent years—
the community of faith known as Church of the Advent.  Let us greet one another with words 
and signs of welcome.  
Come, come with your doubts, your strengths, your weaknesses, and your fears, for God loves 
us all and all are welcome in this space. We invite you to come and join our readers, prayer 
leaders, music director and choir members, along with our technical team, as we offer prayer 
and praise to our Creator.   
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day: Scripture shares with us, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have 
the words of eternal life.” 
 
Opening Hymn: CP #374 “Alleluia, Sing to Jesus” 
Text: William Chatterton Dix {1837-1898}. Music: Rowland Huw Prichard {1811-1887. Public Domain) 
 

  Alleluia! Sing to Jesus! His the sceptre, his the throne, 
  Alleluia! His the triumph, his the victory alone. 
  Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood, 
  Jesus, out of every nation, hath redeemed us by his blood. 
 
  Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in sorrow now, 
  Alleluia! He is near us, faith believes, nor questions how. 
  Though the cloud from sight received him, when the forty days was o’er. 
  Shall our hearts forget his promise, “I am with you ever more”?   
 
  Alleluia! Bread of heaven, thou on earth our food, our stay, 
  Alleluia! Here the sinful flee to thee from day to day, 
  Intercessor, Friend of sinners, earth’s Redeemer, plead for me, 
  Where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea. 
 
  Alleluia! King eternal, thee the Lord of lords we own, 
  Alleluia! Born of Mary, earth ty footstool, heaven thy throne. 
  Thou within the veil hast entered, robed in flesh, our great high priest, 
  Thou on earth both priest and victim in this eucharistic feast. 
 
   
 



Alleluia! Sing to Jesus! His the sceptre, his the throne, 
  Alleluia! His the triumph, his the victory alone. 
  Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood, 
  Jesus, out of every nation, hath redeemed us by his blood. 
 

Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Act of Praise:  (From the Lutheran Book of Worship) 
Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our choices and preserve 
us in your truth, that renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day:  Almighty God, we are taught by your word that all our doings without love 
are worth nothing. Send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of 
love, the true bond of peace and all virtue, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 

THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  
 
Chat @ the Chancel   
 
Song: MV # 92 “Like a Rock”  
(Text: Keri K. Wehlander; Music: Linnea Good. Text and Music ©1999 Borealis Music.) 

 
  Like a rock, like a rock God is under our feet 

Like the starry night skies God is over our head 
Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before 
Like the river runs to ocean, our home is with God evermore. 

 
Psalm: 84 (BAS Pg. 817)  
 
1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! * My soul has a desire and longing for the 
courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 
 
2 The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * by 
the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. 
 
3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * they will always be praising you. 



4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way. 
 
5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * for the early rains 
have covered it with pools of water. 
 
6 They will climb from height to height, * and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 
 
7 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; * hearken, O God of Jacob. 
 
8 Behold our defender, O God; * and look upon the face of your anointed. 
 
9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, * and to stand at the 
threshold of the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
 
10 For the Lord God is both sun and shield; * he will give grace and glory; 
 
11 No good thing will the Lord withhold * from those who walk with integrity. 
 
12 O Lord of hosts, * happy are they who put their trust in you! 
 
Second Reading: Ephesians 6:10-20 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armour of God, 
so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle is not against 
enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 
powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 
Therefore take up the whole armour of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil 
day, and having done everything, to stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth 
around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on 
whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of these, take the shield 
of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  
 Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and 
always persevere in supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a 
message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for 
which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak.  
 
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 



Hymn of the Day: CP #505 “Be Thou My Vision”  
(Text: Irish Hymn [8th Century] music arr. Martin Shaw[1875-1958];© Arr. Oxford University Press) 

    
  Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
  Naught be all else to me, save that thou art – 
  Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
  Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
  Be Thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word; 
  I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
  Thou my great Father; thine own may I be, 
  Thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee. 
   
  Riches I heed not, nor the world’s empty praise; 
  Thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
  Thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
  High King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
  High King of heaven, when victory is won, 
  May I reach heaven’s joys, bright heaven’s Sun! 
  Heart of my own heart, whatever be-fall, 
  Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
  
Gospel: John 6:56-69  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living Father 
sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. This is 
the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. 
But the one who eats this bread will live for ever.’ He said these things while he was teaching in 
the synagogue at Capernaum.  
 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, ‘This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?’ But 
Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, ‘Does this offend 
you? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the 
spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 
But among you there are some who do not believe.’ For Jesus knew from the first who were the 
ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. And he said, ‘For this 
reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.’  
 Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. So Jesus 
asked the twelve, ‘Do you also wish to go away?’ Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom 



can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are 
the Holy One of God.’ 

 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon: Colleen Lissamer 
 
Affirmation of Faith:   
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
 

Prayers of the People       August 22, 2021 
 

Our God is indeed the God of our holy ancestors, faithful to all the promises made to our 
people.  Wanting to serve our God and trusting that we will be protected in time of trial and 
preserved in time of evil, we bring our needs and longings into the divine presence. I will end 
each petition with: Good and faithful God. Please respond with: Lord, hear our prayer 
 
We pray that you may bless our church and raise up in our midst holy people to proclaim your 
gospel, celebrate your sacraments, and minister to those who long for your saving help, we 
pray to you,  

Good and faithful God.   
Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
We pray that you may bless our world and deliver it into the hands of leaders who trust in your 
providence, serve others in your name, and work to establish a reign of justice and peace, we 
pray to you,  

 
Good and faithful God. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

 



We pray that you may bless our homes so they may be free from hatred, filled with love, and 
hospitable to those who are lonely, isolated, sick, or poor, we pray to you,  

Good and faithful God.   
Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
We pray that you may bless those who share your life with others, physicians who seek to bring 
health where there is sickness, educators to seek to bring wisdom where there is ignorance, 
and artists who seek to bring beauty where there is squalor - we pray to you, 

Good and faithful God.   
Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
We pray for Travis, Bill, Christopher, Dianne, Sheila, Barb, Jamie, Kian, and Sierra.  I invite you 
now to pray aloud or silently for any others you hold in your heart.   

Good and faithful God.   
Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Lord, we pray for all our Military, fire fighters, police, and all who put their lives in jeopardy 
every day to protect us. Keep them safe and return them to their loving families.  

Good and faithful God.   
Lord, hear our prayer. 

That you may bless those who have gone before us in faith that they may abide in peace and 
pray for us who continue life's journey, we pray to you, 

Good and faithful God.  
 Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
All good and merciful God, you indeed are faithful to the covenant you have made with your 
people. May you hear our prayers as we prepare to enter a renewal of that covenant by 
celebrating the mystery of your Son's death and resurrection. We make this prayer through 
him, Jesus Christ the Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the power of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners and invites them into his grace.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness.  
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.        
May the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good 
that you may do his will; working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and Saviour.  Amen. 



The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, And the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   
And may the blessing of the God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, be with you 
this day and forever more.  Amen. 
 
Shared Ministry:  
 
Commissioning Hymn: CP #425 “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”  
(Text: Henry Van Dyke{1852-1933}, alt. Music: Ludwig van Beethoven {1770-1827}; arrangement: Edward Hodges 
{1796-1867}) 

 
  Joyful, joyful we adore, God of glory, Lord of love, 
  Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above. 
  Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the dark of doubt away, 
  Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 
 

All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heaven reflect thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around thee, centre of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
Chanting bird and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in thee. 
 
Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, 
Well-spring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! 
Thou art Father and our Mother, all who live in love are thine, 
Teach us to love each other, lift us to the joy divine. 
 

 



Commissioning: O God, you know that as fragile creatures surrounded by dangers and things 
unknown, we cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give us strength of mind and body, so that 
even when we suffer because of human sin, we may rise victorious through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 
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TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for The Anglican Church of South America. 
Pray for Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, Anna our Bishop,  

& Paul our Interim Priest-In-Charge. 
Pray for S. George the Martyr, Cadboro Bay & Diocese of New Westminster 

In the Selkirk Region for Regional Chaplaincies in Corrections. 
 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Christopher, Dianne, Sheila, Barb, Jaimie,  

Carol Ann, Bill, Kian, Sierra, & Travis. 
We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.   

 


