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Scripture: 
 Genesis 1-2:4 (the Message 

Community is Good 

God is good, all the time, all the time. God is good. Life is not always good, circumstances are 
not always good but God and God’s dream is always good.  

These last few months have been all about community building as I have started to create the 
CUP wholeness centre. You may or may not know that building community is my passion. 
Connecting with others, building one another up, finding ways to fill our cups is a calling I have 
embraced. The most difficult part of Covid for me has been not being in community with others. 
I can talk online, I’m better at email and a phone call well that takes every part of my energy 
because I just need to be face to face and that is what I have missed the most. In the last little 
while as things have stated to opened up again I have seen a few more people face to face and 
that has been such a gift and a blessing. Community has started to build again and I look forward 
to really being a part of it.  

This summer with the CUP we have been able to offer a couple weeks of camp that have allowed 
us to connect with new friends and families in new ways. It was abundantly exciting for me to 
have a few neighbourhood kids in our group that have never joined our camps before and the 
programs were exciting. Next week we have another camp and we sure would appreciate prayers 
from all of you as we connect with new families and create larger community together. At the 
end of August we have also partnered with “Rising Villages” to hold a retreat for moms. A time 
to get away, refuel, refresh and renew. I love this opportunity and I cannot wait to be more a part 
of more and more of these partnerships. SUC has always said being there for our community is at 
the centre of who we want to be and we are finding an abundance of new opportunities to do this 
as covid has reminded us that being together is way more important than we realized.  

One of the gifts of online worship is even I can go back and look at what we have done before 
and as I did that this morning I was reminded of what grounds me, what connects me to God and 
to the earth and to the soul of the Spirit that enlivens me.  

It can be easy to get lost as we get up and hit the ground running each and every day. It can 
become exhausting for me especially as I sit at my computer or in my office alone so as I 
reflected back to the inhabit conference from last year and as I looked back to some of the 
filming Lisa and I had done in our community last summer I started to re-engage our purpose to 
love our neighbours and truly inhabit our place.  

The creation story, the first story in our scriptures is meant to ground us in place. 



Jonathan Brooks says ‘we cannot talk about Jesus without talking about place.’ Why is that?
Because Jesus always entered a place as a guest and let them offer what they had to give before 
he offered himself. Jesus knew that is what it meant to be a guest. Jesus knew that to listen and 
learn first let people and communities know that he held them in esteem and saw their value first 
and foremost. Early Christians and church were about being and living in community together. 
They were a lot less about buildings and worship and a whole lot more about building 
community.  

We are not called to be religious we are called to be followers of the Jesus way. To be rooted in 
loving our place and its people.  Being a Christian is about being a neighbour created in the 
image of God and believing that your neighbour is too. Being with more than being for. Jesus 
was more of a guest than a host. He went into homes, he accepted meals, he listened and cared 
for others. I think we have actually gotten it all wrong for a long time. Jesus turns the kingdom 
life upside down. So today I am pondering once again how do we be Christians in our place and I 
am reminded that before we know that we have to know from where we came. That is why we 
go back to the creation story of our tradition and hear again that when God created the earth God 
said over and over it is good. 

Tov’ m’od - it is good. The relationship between God and all of creation. God says it is forcefully 
God - amazingly good. Fully good - Shalom. To be connected with God, with creation and with 
one another is what creates Shalom, wholeness. God didn’t look at certain parts of creation and 
say - well that’s not so good. As we get prepared to reopen the church building and come back 
together as a worshiping community let us be reminded that we are here for all. We have an 
opportunity to create new life together, to build together and flourish together. We have an 
opportunity to go back to the beginning and start again - fresh and new full of love and life.  

So in the next weeks as we rediscover our place as we are reminded of the land we inhabit and 
the neighbours we meet may we remember that the kingdom of God is all people fully alive. The 
glory of God is alive as God’s image is brought to life in all people. How will we be a part of the 
work God is already doing in the lives around us. How will we love one another, embrace one 
another and all of creation more fully.  

I invite you to pray with me now a prayer written by Montege Williams. 
A Lords prayer for our neighbourhoods. 


