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“And the Publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but 

smote upon his breast saying, God be merciful to me a sinner” 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost Amen! 

This morning we draw near to the heart of our Blessed Lord to once again learn those spiritual 

truths that are of such importance to all of us as we seek to discover His Will for us, and walk 

with gratitude and humility in that heavenly Way! 

Today’s Gospel is a call from our Lord Jesus to be awake to the ever present danger of trusting 

in our own selves, our own accomplishments, our own sense of what is good and true and holy. 

Christ is warning us of the spiritual perils that await those whose hearts are full of themselves 

and empty of Divine Grace! 

Our Lord relates the parable of the Pharisee and the Publican who went up to the Temple to pray. 

Remember that at the end of last week’s Gospel, we heard of the Lord Jesus entering the Temple, 

casting out those who bought and sold, and reminding the people that the temple was a sacred 

place-set apart as a house of prayer and sacrifice! Both of these men enter the temple to appeare 

before the presence of God-to offer their worship , to open their hearts before the God of Israel, 

and to seek the good of their souls. This time of prayer should have been for both of these men a 

time to honestly seek the mercy and favour of God- a time to stand before God with lowly and 

contrite hearts- a time for forgiveness and renewal in Grace!The Pharisee- a man intimately 

acquainted with the law of God makes his prayer first. His prayer is not the prayer of the poor 

suppliant, but rather is a prayer of self promotion before the face of God. He reminds the Lord of 

all of the reasons that his prayer should be heard- He has kept himself from the sinful crowd, and 

has been careful to fulfill the exacting demands of the Law. In and of itself he has acted 

correctly, according to the Divine will, and yet He is very, very far from the attitude of heart that 

will open the merciful heart of the Lord to his prayer and call down the blessings of God on his 

life. 

Here is a necessary warning for us as well dear friends! Prayer is the humble speaking of a 

contrite soul to the Father of Mercies! It is not a time to bargain for the love of the Father-it is 

rather a time to simply appear before Him with repentance and love- a love that has it’s origin in 

the miracle of forgiveness granted to a sorrowing and broken heart! It is a love that brings 

nothing before God except a desire for good- a desire to walk more closely with the God of All 

Power and mercy. So the Pharisee’s prayer was really no prayer at all! It was in fact a porayer 

that did nothing more than show his soul’s poverty and blindness to the Holy will of God. It is no 

wonder that this poor Pharisee’s prayer did nothing more than sustain his attitude to those who 



did not measure up to his standards-he despised anyone and everyone that didn’t measure up to 

his self-centred spiritual practise. 

In contrast we next hear the simple, heartfelt cry of the Publican- one of those who were treated 

with such contempt by those who should have known better. Here in this broken hearted man 

and his simple prayer for mercy, we learn the great secret of prayer! We learn that what the Lord 

is really seeking from us is honesty and a willingness to come to Him when all that we have to 

offer Him is a poor, sinful heart that knows the depths of its sinfulness, and yet is unafraid to 

open the inner wounds of our lives and hearts to the healing medicine of Love and Grace that 

flow from the Heart of God to us! 

Here in these few words” God be merciful to me a sinner” we have a prayer that will fly straight 

to the One who is the great Saviour and Lover of mankind! Such a few words, and yet they are 

words that our Blessed Lords will receive with such joy and pity- the words of a simple man that 

can find peace only be throwing himself upon the Mercy of God! And what will become of this 

man’s prayer-offered with such sorrow and hope? Will our Lord Jesus hold Himself at a distance 

from this poor penitent until he measures up to where he should be in his relationship to our 

Lord? No dear friends, the Lord Jesus comes to all those who will simply come to Him with a 

broken and a contrite heart-to those who simply seek His forgiveness and a new life of faith and 

trust-to all who will turn away from fear and doubt, and be willing to trust in Him alone. 

The Lord Jesus tells us that the Publican went away from his prayers that day being justified-

being forgiven and filled with new life and assurance. In other words the Pharisee who took such 

great pains to appear before the Lord with his list of reasons why the Lord should listen and 

honour his prayer was left empty with nothing in his heart except contempt for those who were 

not up to his standard, and the Publican who approached the Lord with love and lowliness was 

granted a fresh sense of his Father’s care! 

Our blessed Lord’s warning in this parable is painfully clear isn’t it! If we place ourselves above 

others, if we imagine that we have got it altogether when we really don’t, when we imagine that 

somehow our Lord is more interested and open to our prayer because we think that he owes it to 

us, then we must be careful. We need to be absolutely convinced of this one thing-that our 

Lord’s love is never withheld from any who come to him for rest and forgiveness. Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners, and that includes everyone of us. We dare not despise any 

who come to our Lord, rather let us rejoice that the Love of Christ is shed upon all in such rich 

abundance. 

This attitude toward our prayers, and to the whole of our Christian vocation is not easy! It is so 

easy for us to slide into the trap of seeing ourselves as somehow  more deserving of our Father’s 

love. We can become influenced by the unhealthy promptings of Satan to think that our inner 

spiritual life is a matter of our own efforts aimed at presenting our Lord Jesus with a completed 

list of requirements that will open the door of heaven to us based on our misdirected works. But 



it really isn’t about that at all! This inner life of prayer and spiritual growth is much more about 

getting out of the way so that we can permit our Gracious God to do His work of healing and 

restoration. It is a matter of learning to joyfully follow wherever and however He may choose to 

lead us. It is really about letting Him have His way in our hearts and lives-no matter what the 

cost, and it is above all a matter of keeping a humble and lowly heart burning with a desire to 

make Him the Lord of All. 

Friends, let us keep watch over ourselves, so that we don’t allow ourselves fall into the trap of 

imagining ourselves as more deserving of the love of God than others might be! Let each of us 

approach our prayers in purity of heart, faith and lowliness of mind. If we will do this, then we 

will come before the Father of All with a joy and love that is based not upon ourselves, but rather 

upon the sure and tender mercies of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

As we come to receive the Most Precious Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, let us ask 

Him to give us the Grace of Humility-the kind of Grace that filled the heart of the Publican in the 

Temple, and that was reflect in his simple prayer of trust and love “ God be merciful to me a 

sinner” May we always have this prayer on our lips and in our hearts as we seek to draw ever 

closer to our Lord Jesus in Love and Obedience. 

May each one of us find our highest joy in His service ! 

 Glory be to God for All Things- Amen 

 


