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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
14531 Old Olga Road S.E.  

Ft Myers, FL 33905 
 Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 

Sunday School & Bible Class: 11:30 AM 
Church Office: (239) 694-3878 

bethlehemlutheranfortmyers.org 
E-Mail: bethlehemlc@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Karl P. Glander, Pastor 

Pastor’s Cell Phone: (239) 293-1489 
Pastor’s E-Mail Address: 

pastorkarlglander@gmail.com 
 Linda Kirsch, Church Secretary 

  
Sharing a meal together is a valuable way to 
nurture relationships. Invite friends, family, 
especially those who live alone to have a meal 
with you, so that you may get to know them better 
and bless them with your care. Talk about your 
recent highs and lows and then pray together.  
Ephesians 5:19 encourages us to “sing psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, 



2 
 

singing and making melody to the Lord in your 
heart.” Think of some of your favorite hymns, 
children’s songs, and psalms from the Bible. Sing 
them, read them as an offering to God, or listen to 
them online as music strengthens you in your life 
of faith. 

IT IS GREAT TO HAVE YOU IN WORSHIP 
WITH US TODAY!  

Here at Bethlehem Lutheran, we believe in the 
teachings of the Bible as taught by Jesus and the 
apostles and strive to live our lives in accord with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are all fellow 
sinners who live together in the mercy and grace 
of Jesus. Jesus is the heart and center of all that 
we say and do as we serve Him and live in 
Christian love with one another.  
If you would like to learn more about this church, 
or are looking for a church family, please talk to 
our pastor or one of the ushers or elders. They 
would be happy to talk with you! Regardless of 
whether you join or not, we welcome you and your 
family to worship with us any time! Please sign our 
guest register in the lobby and fill out the 
Communication Card in the bulletin and place in 
the offering plate in the Narthex. Please include 
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your local contact information and email. 
Members, please fill in your name for attendance. 
Thank you! 
Should you have something we could privately 
pray about for you this week, we invite you to let 
our pastor or one of our members know so we can 
seek the Lord’s face together.  
Come visit us again sometime soon and may the 
Lord richly bless you! 

ATTENDING COMMUNION AT 
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN  
The Lord’s Supper was established as a 

meal of fellowship and confession. In this meal, we 
confess together our one faith in Christ and our 
Confessions, especially the doctrine set forth in 
Luther’s Small Catechism. Therefore, those who 
are not one in membership in The Lutheran 
Church – Missouri Synod are asked to speak with 
the pastor. 
 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST   
August 15, 2021 

 
PRELUDE   
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T ORDER OF WORSHIP T 
 

HYMN OF INVOCATION 
 

729 I AM TRUSTING THEE, LORD JESUS 
 

1 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus, 
    Trusting only Thee; 
Trusting Thee for full salvation, 
    Great and free. 

 
2 I am trusting Thee for pardon; 

    At Thy feet I bow, 
For Thy grace and tender mercy 
    Trusting now. 

 
3 I am trusting Thee for cleansing 

    In the crimson flood; 
Trusting Thee to make me holy 
    By Thy blood. 

 
4 I am trusting Thee to guide me; 

    Thou alone shalt lead, 
Ev’ry day and hour supplying 
    All my need. 
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5 I am trusting Thee for power; 
    Thine can never fail. 
Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me 
    Must prevail. 

 
6 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; 

    Never let me fall. 
I am trusting Thee forever 
    And for all. 

 
(Please rise) 

 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is 

faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-
examination.) 

 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are 

by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 
Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 

die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



7 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 
INTROIT                                        Psalm 34:12–22 

P What man is there who desires life 
 and loves many days, that he may see good? 
 

C Keep your tongue from evil 
 and your lips from speaking deceit. 

 
P Turn away from evil and do good; 
 seek peace and pursue it. 
 

C The eyes of the LORD are toward the 
righteous 
 and his ears toward their cry. 
 

P The face of the LORD is against those who do 
evil, 
 to cut off the memory of them from the earth. 
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C When the righteous cry for help, the LORD 
hears 
 and delivers them out of all their troubles. 
 

P The LORD is near to the brokenhearted 
 and saves the crushed in spirit. 
 

C Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
 but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 
 

P He keeps all his bones; 
 not one of them is broken. 
 

C Affliction will slay the wicked, 
 and those who hate the righteous will be 
condemned. 
 

P The LORD redeems the life of his servants; 
 none of those who take refuge in him will be 
condemned. 

(Please rise) 
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KYRIE 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation 

let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-

being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here 

their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 

Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
♫THIS IS THE FEAST♫ 
C This is the feast of victory for our God. 
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Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and 
honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Sing with all the people of God, and join in 
the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God 
and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His 
reign. Alleluia. 
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This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, 
grant us to know Your Son, Jesus, to be the 
way, the truth, and the life, that we may 
steadfastly follow His steps in the way that leads 
to life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 

(Please be seated) 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING      Proverbs 9:1–10 
The Way of Wisdom 

1Wisdom has built her house; 
 she has hewn her seven pillars. 
2She has slaughtered her beasts; she has mixed 
her wine; 
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 she has also set her table. 
3She has sent out her young women to call 
 from the highest places in the town, 
4“Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!” 
 To him who lacks sense she says, 
5“Come, eat of my bread 
 and drink of the wine I have mixed. 
6Leave your simple ways, and live, 
 and walk in the way of insight.” 
7Whoever corrects a scoffer gets himself abuse, 
 and he who reproves a wicked man incurs 
injury. 
8Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you; 
 reprove a wise man, and he will love you. 
9Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be 
still wiser; 
 teach a righteous man, and he will increase in 
learning. 
10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
wisdom, 
 and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight. 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE                                     Ephesians 5:6–21 
 6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for 
because of these things the wrath of God comes 
upon the sons of disobedience. 7Therefore do not 
associate with them; 8for at one time you were 
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk 
as children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in 
all that is good and right and true), 10and try to 
discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no 
part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead 
expose them. 12For it is shameful even to speak of 
the things that they do in secret. 13But when 
anything is exposed by the light, it becomes 
visible, 14for anything that becomes visible is light. 
Therefore it says, 

“Awake, O sleeper, 
 and arise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.” 

 15Look carefully then how you walk, not as 
unwise but as wise, 16making the best use of the 
time, because the days are evil. 17Therefore do not 
be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord 
is. 18And do not get drunk with wine, for that is 
debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 
19addressing one another in psalms and hymns 



14 
 

and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to 
the Lord with all your heart, 20giving thanks always 
and for everything to God the Father in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21submitting to one 
another out of reverence for Christ. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please rise) 
 
♫ALLELUIA AND VERSE♫ 
C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                 John 6:51–69 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth 

chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 51[Jesus said:] “I am the living bread that came 
down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, 
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he will live forever. And the bread that I will give 
for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
 52The Jews then disputed among themselves, 
saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to 
eat?” 53So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 
54Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood 
has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last 
day. 55For my flesh is true food, and my blood is 
true drink. 56Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks 
my blood abides in me, and I in him. 57As the living 
Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, 
so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because 
of me. 58This is the bread that came down from 
heaven, not as the fathers ate and died. Whoever 
feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59Jesus said 
these things in the synagogue, as he taught at 
Capernaum. 

The Words of Eternal Life 
 60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, 
“This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” 61But 
Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were 
grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take 
offense at this? 62Then what if you were to see the 
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Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 
63It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is of no 
avail. The words that I have spoken to you are 
spirit and life. 64But there are some of you who do 
not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning 
who those were who did not believe, and who it 
was who would betray him.) 65And he said, “This is 
why I told you that no one can come to me unless 
it is granted him by the Father.” 
 66After this many of his disciples turned back and 
no longer walked with him. 67So Jesus said to the 
Twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 
68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall 
we go? You have the words of eternal life, 69and 
we have believed, and have come to know, that 
you are the Holy One of God.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
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973 THY WORD IS A LAMP 

 
ref Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path. 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path. 

 
1 When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, 

Still You’re there right beside me. 
And nothing will I fear as long as You are near. 
Please be near me to the end. Refrain 

 
2 I will not forget Your love for me, and yet 

My heart forever is wandering. 
Jesus, be my guide and hold me to Your side; 
And I will love You to the end. Refrain 

 
SERMON   "Offensive Wisdom"   . . .  Pastor Karl 
 

(Please rise) 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
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     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the 
dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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P   Lord, in Your mercy 
C   Hear our prayer. 

 
(Please be seated) 

OFFERING 
 
♫OFFERTORY RESPONSE♫ 
 

805 PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL 
BLESSINGS FLOW 

 
(Please rise) 

D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
    Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love 
for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by 
taking on the form of a servant, becoming 
obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. 
Risen from the dead, He has freed us from 
eternal death and given us life everlasting. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with 
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 
♫SANCTUS♫ 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and 

might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for 

You have had mercy on those whom You 
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 
repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 
of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of 
Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. 
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His 
blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of 
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 
which has no end. Graciously receive our 
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, 
O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 COMMUNION HYMN 
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I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE 
 

I am the bread of life. 
He who comes to me shall not hunger; 
he who believes in me shall not thirst. 
No one can come to me 
unless the Father draw him. 
 
And I will raise him up, 
and I will raise him up, 
and I will raise him up on the last day. 
 
 
The bread that I will give 
is my flesh for the life of the world, 
and he who eats of this bread, 
he shall live for ever, 
he shall live for ever. 
 
And I will raise him up, 
and I will raise him up, 
and I will raise him up on the last day. 
 
 
Unless you eat 
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of the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink of his blood, 
and drink of his blood, 
you shall not have life within you. 
 
And I will raise him up, 
and I will raise him up, 
and I will raise him up on the last day. 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He 

was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after 
supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 
this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 
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DISTRIBUTION  
(This is where congregation will take communion) 

 
♫THANK THE LORD♫ 
C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell 
ev’ryone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly 
bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people 
forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
♫LORD’S PRAYER♫ 
 
Our Father who art in heaven,  

hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth  

as it is in heaven;  
give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom  
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and the power and the glory  
Forever. Amen. 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 
we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN 
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643 SENT FORTH BY GOD’S BLESSING 
 

1 Sent forth by God’s blessing, 
    Our true faith confessing, 
The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 
    The Supper is ended. 
    O now be extended 
The fruits of this service in all who believe. 
    The seed of His teaching, 
    Receptive souls reaching, 
Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
    His grace did invite us, 
    His love shall unite us 
To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 

 
2 With praise and thanksgiving 

    To God ever-living, 
The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face. 
    Our faith ever sharing, 
    In love ever caring, 
Embracing His children of each tribe and race. 
    With Your feast You feed us, 
    With Your light now lead us; 
Unite us as one in this life that we share. 
    Then may all the living 
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    With praise and thanksgiving 
Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear. 

 
BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give 
you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE 
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        Serving the Lord with Gladness 
 

Rev. Karl P. Glander 
Organist: Holly Bell 

Elder: Paul Rugenstein 
Altar Guild: Pam Rugenstein, Betty Willis 

Ushers: Richard and Terri Gerlach 
Reader: Terri Gerlach 

Acolyte: Raul Puga 
 

The Flowers at our altar this morning 

were given to the Glory of God 
by Bethlehem. 

 
Birthday Greetings!!  
8/15: Chester Rust 
 

Anniversary Greetings!! 
8/21: Ginny & Pastor Karl Glander 
(27yrs) 
8/21: Cyndi & Mark Hebert (17yrs) 

8/21: Judy & John Wittenberg (50yrs) 
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Refreshments were provided by the 
Gerlach’s. Thank you! 
   

Pray for all the students that headed back 
to school. 
 

Stewardship & Attendance 
Monthly Giving              Weekly Attendance 
Offerings:  $6286       Worship Service – 35  
Expenses: $8936       Bible Class – 11 
 

Air Conditioning Fund: 
Air Conditioning Fund: The air conditioning 

units for the sanctuary were installed about 15 
years ago. They have required more frequent 
maintenance and repair in the last year. We have 
begun raising funds to replace these units. The 
estimated replacement cost is approximately 
$25,000.  We have raised $12,500. so far. Please 
label your donations as “A/C Fund “. 
 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 
ADULT BIBLE CLASS WILL SUNDAY ~ 
TODAY, at 11:30 a.m. 



30 
 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY ~ AUGUST 18, 
2021, at 10:30 a.m.  

 

SPECIAL NEWS & NOTES 
 

SUNDAY ~ AUGUST 22, 2021 
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship 

 
ADULT BIBLE CLASS WILL SUNDAY ~ 
AUGUST 22, 2021, at 11:30 a.m. 

 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY ~ AUGUST 
25, 2021, at 10:30 a.m.  
 

Flower Calendar: The 2021 Flower Chart 
is up in the narthex. The flowers decorating 
the chancel at Bethlehem are placed there 
as an act of worship and devotion to glorify 

God. They are also, an expression of the beauty 
and goodness of God. Members of the  
congregation may donate altar flowers as an 
expression of thanksgiving to God, in  
remembrance of departed loved one, on the 
occasion of a special event, such as a baptism, 
birthday, wedding anniversary, or simply to praise 



31 
 

God. If you wish to donate flowers for use on the 
chancel, the cost is $40.00 for two vases, if you 
would like to just purchase 1 vase at $20.00  
that’s okay, but please put up there 1 vase and 
someone can sign up with you for the other. It is 
also tax deductible. Please place money in an 
envelope marked flowers in the offering basket. 
 
Prayer Chain: Life presents challenges to all of 
us, but sometimes those challenges can feel like 
it’s just too much. If you are experiencing 
situations, whether physical, emotional, or 
spiritual, you may give your prayer requests to 
Linda Kirsch 239-693-5026 or e-mail: 
jlkirsch3@comcast.net or call or email Linda if you 
would like to become a part of our Prayer chain. 
“Hear my prayer, O Lord; listen to my cry for 
mercy.” 

 
Bertha Bos 
Frederick Dreischerf 
Vi Hacker 
 

 


