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LUKE 1:46-55  MARY MOTHER OF OUR LORD  8/15/21 
 
 
 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. The gospel 
text comes after the arch angel Gabriel visited Mary and she agreed to be the mother of God’s child,  
the holy one, named Jesus. Next Mary traveled to see her cousin Elizabeth who was also expecting a 
child in her old age (that child was John the Baptist.) In response to Elizabeth’s blessing of Mary, she 
sings this song of praise and thanksgiving to God we heard a moment ago. This song is sung by us 
during the office of evening prayer as the Gospel canticle. 
 
 Mary sings God’s praises and give thanks, because God regarded her, recognized her, and 
chose her to be the mother of his child. She is grateful because God did not shun her, because she  
was a lowly, poor girl from a town that had a bad reputation. Mary was delighted by God’s favor, and 
she hoped that others in the future may think well of her. Here we are several generations later being 
inspired by her willingness to serve God in a very important way. She doesn’t count the cost to 
herself, because she is so happy that God chose her, called her to be God’s servant. Mary 
recognizes how important God’s plans are for the people of Israel, and that God has done great 
things for her, by including her in the plan of God’s redemption and salvation. 
 
 Her song declares the greatness of God’s mercy for all who fear God and do God’s will. She 
also has felt God’s mercy.  Now she is setting the stage for God’s plan that will be set in motion 
through her.  She tells us too that God’s action will not in any way reflect the values of the world. God 
doesn’t accept the ways of the proud, who live self-sufficiently, as though God doesn’t exist, believing 
they are in control of life and calling the shots. Nor does God tolerate the powerful who oppress the 
lowly; they will go down. God disrupts the proud, the powerful and the wealthy, so they will repent and  
embrace God’s sovereignty, God’s power and God’s love for them so that they will trust in God and 
God’s grace to sustain them, not they themselves.  
 
 In God’s calling Mary to be his servant by bearing God’s son, God is fulfilling the promises 
made to the ancestors of Israel, to Abraham and his descendants forever. While this promise begins  
with Israel, for those who are descendants of Abraham, like us, these promises are fulfilled through 
our Lord Jesus- God’s son, born of Mary. It is in and through Jesus we receive redemption and grace. 
Once Jesus begins his ministry his only allegiance is to his Father. For he challenged the authority of 
the political and religious powers that be. He rejected the political and social- religious structures he 
saw, because they did harm to the least, the poor of God’s people. Jesus is all about justice, 
compassion, love, and never taking advantage of or exploiting anyone. God loves all of us and 
expects us who follow Jesus, to live out our faith by doing what Jesus did, standing for what Jesus 
stands for. 
 
 Since we have experienced the compassion, mercy, and love of God through Jesus, we know 
what these gifts look like.  We have received the forgiveness of our sins. God provides the 
necessities of our life in abundance. However, now, as in Mary’s time too, God’s abundance doesn’t 
get to all our neighbors. There are always it seems people who are poor and hungry.  I guess things 
haven’t changed. Then I started to wonder, if we had to choose who would we pick to be the mother 
of God’s child?  Would it be Mary or the daughter of the high priest? Would we even notice Mary? 
She probably didn’t stand out except for the fact that she was poor and lived in a town with a 
questionable reputation. As we have been reminded many times in the scriptures, God doesn’t see 
like we see. 
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 When Mary agrees to be the mother of our Lord, God is ready to launch God’s kingdom, for 
that kingdom first appears with Jesus. The kingdom of God doesn’t work like the world. The kingdom 
lifts up those who are God’s servants, those who humble themselves, those who are thrilled and 
excited to take part in God’s plan- to serve and love God, and Jesus, with the Spirit’s leading to love 
and serve the neighbor. Mary was a very willing servant who did not count the cost of serving God 
which was great and also risky for her.  To use an old English phrase, she was over the moon that 
God chose her! 
 
 Can we be as excited and as joyful as Mary for we are not only God’s servants, but also God’s 
children? God loves us too very much. You and I are among those that God needs to be servants in  
God’s name in the world right now! For we have been joined to Jesus, his death and resurrection in 
baptism and also sealed with the Holy Spirit who joins us to God and to each other, as servants and 
more as adopted children chosen by God, like Mary. So, may we sing with her that our spirits rejoice 
in God our Savior, because he has looked with favor on us too, seeing us as beloved children and  
servants in his kingdom in the world. God calls us to do this so that other may see Christ Jesus our 
Lord in some way in us and come to have faith, hope, and trust in him- who is Son of God + son of 
Mary our Savior and Redeemer, and the Savior and Redeemer of the world. + Amen. 


