
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Attitudes toward Sharing Our Faith 

• IGNORANCE –  
 

• INDIFFERENCE –  
 

• FEAR –  
 

• PREVIOUS Experiences - 
 
 
Understanding Three Critical Ideas 

1. This is a skill to be LEARNED.   
 
 
2. Start with that which is EASIEST – answering the question, “What has Jesus done for you?”   

 
1 Peter 3:15 (NIV) But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 

asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, 

so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.  

 
3. The song of the gospel must have both LYRICS and MUSIC.   
 
 
Acts 8:25 (NASB) So, when they [Peter, John, and Philip] had solemnly testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they 

started back to Jerusalem, and were preaching the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans.  

 
 

Acts 1:8 (NASB) “… but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth." 

 
 
 
Acts 8:26 (NASB) But an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip saying, "Get up and go south to the road that descends from 

Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a desert road.) 

SEIZING THE MOMENT 

1. Seizing the moment is more about divine ENCOUNTERS than arranged appointments.     8:26 
 
 
 
John 5:17 (NASB) But He answered them, "My Father is working until now, and I Myself am working." 

 
 
Acts 8:27 (NASB) So he [Philip] got up and went; and there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen 

of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure; and he had come to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and he was returning 

and sitting in his chariot, and was reading the prophet Isaiah.  

2. Seizing the moment involves being AVAILABLE.     8:27-28 
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Acts 8:29 (NASB) Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go up and join this chariot."  30 Philip ran up and heard him reading 

Isaiah the prophet, and said, "Do you understand what you are reading?"  

3. Seizing the moment means being ready to take the first STEP. 
 
 

 
Once you ask someone that question - LISTEN to them. 

 
 
 
Acts 8:31 (NASB) And he [the official] said, "Well, how could I, unless someone guides me?"  And he invited Philip to 

come up and sit with him.  

4. Seizing the moment means to anticipate and respond to questions TACTFULLY.       8:31-34 
 
 
 
 
Acts 8:32 (NASB) Now the passage of Scripture which he was reading was this: "HE WAS LED AS A SHEEP TO SLAUGHTER; 

AND AS A LAMB BEFORE ITS SHEARER IS SILENT, SO HE DOES NOT OPEN HIS MOUTH.  33 "IN HUMILIATION HIS JUDGMENT WAS 

TAKEN AWAY; WHO WILL RELATE HIS GENERATION?  FOR HIS LIFE IS REMOVED FROM THE EARTH."  34 The eunuch answered 

Philip and said, "Please tell me, of whom does the prophet say this? Of himself or of someone else?"  

 
 
 
Acts 8:35 (NASB) Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him.  

5. In seizing the moment, share what you KNOW!     8:35 
 
 
 
 
 
Acts 8:36 (NASB) As they went along the road they came to some water; and the eunuch said, "Look!  Water!  What 

prevents me from being baptized?"  

6. In seizing the moment, be CONFIDENT that what comes next is under God’s sovereignty.  
8:36-38 

 
 

The FIRE Method of Starting Conversations 

 Family – Ask them if they are married or single.  Do they have children or grandchildren?  Ask where they 
live or grew up.  Almost everyone loves to talk about their family. 

Interests – Ask them about their work, their schooling, or their hobbies.  If you're in their home, you may 
notice some clues – like a bass mounted over the fireplace or some kind of collection. 

Religious background – Inquire if they go to church or if they’ve had any church experience in their life.  Ask 
them to share about the experience.  Sometimes, the answer to this question gives you a hint of where they 
are “at” spiritually. 

Exploratory question – Ask them a question that allows you to understand their spiritual condition.  It might 
be a question like: “In your opinion, what do you understand it takes for a person to go to heaven?”  



Matthew 13:3 (NASB) "Behold, the sower went out to sow; 4 and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, and the 
birds came and ate them up.  5 Others fell on the rocky places, where they did not have much soil; and immediately they 
sprang up, because they had no depth of soil.  6 But when the sun had risen, they were scorched; and because they had 

no root, they withered away.  7 Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them out.  8 And others 
fell on the good soil and yielded a crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty. 

 
Matthew 13:18 (NASB) "Hear then the parable of the sower.  19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 

not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart.  This is the one on whom seed 
was sown beside the road.  20 The one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word 
and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when affliction or 

persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls away.  22 And the one on whom seed was sown among the 
thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and the worry of the world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, 
and it becomes unfruitful.  23 And the one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears the word 

and understands it; who indeed bears fruit and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty." 
 
 
Acts 8:37 (NASB) And Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may."  And he answered and said, "I believe that 

Jesus Christ is the Son of God." 

 
 
Acts 8:38 (NASB) And he [eunuch] ordered the chariot to stop; and they both went down into the water, Philip as well as 

the eunuch, and he baptized him.  

 
 
 

FURTHER ADVENTURES 

Our mission is to glorify God together by loving God passionately, by loving others sacrificially, and by making 
disciples deliberately. 

 
Acts 8:39 (NASB) When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; and the eunuch no 

longer saw him, but went on his way rejoicing.  40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he kept 

preaching the gospel to all the cities until he came to Caesarea.  

 
 
1. Seizing the moment starts with PRAYING for lost people. 
 
 
2. Seizing the moment continues with being able to tell succinctly MY STORY. 
 
 
3. Seizing the moment also continues with telling HIS STORY. 
 
 
4. Seizing the moment reaches its end when we begin to HELP the new believer grow. 

I believe that there are four basic areas of involvement for a new Christian: 

1.  READING God’s Word. 

2.  TALKING to God in prayer. 

3.  INTERACTING with other believers (getting involved in a church). 

4.  CONNECTING you with his or her wider circle of friends. 
 

John 6:44 (NASB) "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last 
day.” 


