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I watched a heartwarming documentary called Duty Free (trailor: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAUhLmWZ1c8) 
 
A son, raised by a hardworking single mother, recounts the day she lost her job, as a senior she 
was still working cleaning hotel rooms to make ends meet. She had worked multiple jobs to put 
him through college. And now he had become a film maker.  
So, he made a film about it. A film that deconstructs ageism in the work place and about 
intergenerational connection.  
It’s wonderful, it’s the story of their adventures together and the positive relationship between 
two people from different generations offering their gifts to each other – it’s called Duty Free.  
 

Duty Free trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAUhLmWZ1c8 
 
 
 
Relationality is the very stuff our universe is made of. 
 
Physics researchers claim that the minimum unit of the universe is a place of active 
relationship. The quantum dance. A wisdom within the universe. Where all is in all. 
 
“Now more than ever our place in the universe and the place of the universe in us, is proving to 
be one of active relationship” Jeanette Winterston cited in Catherine Keller. 
 
Everything is beautifully entangled and not neatly separated as once thought. 
 
And this has massive theological implications. And perhaps helps us make sense of the strange 
seeming cannibalistic gospel we read today. 
 
 
We have a teaching about the flesh of God eaten by/taken into humans. 
 
Catherine Keller in her recent book: Cloud of the Impossible: Negative Theology and Planetary 
Entanglement  
 
Writes:  
 
“In John’s gospel there is [prolific imagery of mutual indwelling] and it offers a glimpse of 
[universal] relationality...” 
“We come all mixed up together” she writes. 



“In raw relation... The flesh is vibrant matter, alive, eating and eaten.  
 
In the opening verses of John’s gospel we read the Word becomes Flesh and appears in the 
midst of people—exposed— 
And here we are invited to imagine it in people—as food nurturing spiritual life.”  
 
Perhaps, she writes, it would be better to talk about the inter-carnation than simply the 
incarnation -  for no creature lives outside of bodied participation in its fellow.  
And therefore, in God.  
 
I realize that this is abstract and its profundity can be difficult to grasp.  
 
So - let’s bring it to the ground with a few examples… 
 
 
The first is an example from James Cone reflecting on Black History in North America. 
He writes:  

“All the hatred we have expressed toward one another cannot destroy the profound 
mutual love and solidarity that flow deeply between us – a love that empowered blacks 
to open their arms to receive the many whites who were also empowered but the same 
love to risk their lives in the black struggle for freedom. We were made brothers and 
sisters by the blood of the lynching tree, the blood of sexual union, and the blood of the 
cross of Jesus… What God joined together, no one can tear apart” 
 

 James Cone, The Cross and the Lynching Tree 
 
 
The second is from the writing of Indigenous Botonist, Robin Wall Kimmerer, from her book 
Braiding Sweetgrass:  
 
She explains that in  Western thinking, “subject” — namely, humankind — is imbued with 
personhood, agency, and moral responsibility. But “object” — the ecosystem — is not, making 
the latter ripe for exploitation. As Kimmerer says, “As if the land existed only for our benefit.” 
 
She says that when we see a bird or butterfly or tree or rock whose name we don’t know, we 
“it” it. “I would never point to you and call you ‘it.’ It would steal your personhood,” Kimmerer 
says. “‘It-ing’ turns gifts into natural resources. It gives us permission to see the land as an 
inanimate object. These beings are not ‘it,’ they are our relatives.” 
 
Instead, she encourages us to consider using the words: “ki” for singular or “kin” for plural. 
These are variants of the Anishinaabe word “aki,” meaning earthly being. And if you’re 
concerned that this amounts to appropriation of Native ideas, Kimmerer says that to 



appropriate is to steal, whereas adoption of “ki” and “kin” reclaims the grammar of animacy, 
and is thus a gift. 
 

R.W.Kimmerer. Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom,  
Scientific Knowledge and the Teaching of Plants (Milkweed, 2013) 

 
 
Kinship with all humanity and kinship with the natural world.  
 
Just this week the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is the United Nations 
body for assessing the science related to climate change. 
 
IPCC’s recent Report "Climate Change 2021: Summary for Policymakers” that was announced 
earlier this week (https://www.cbc.ca/news/science/united-nations-climate-change-
1.6134493). 
 
UN sounds alarm on 'irreversible' climate impacts, but offers hope 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/science/united-nations-climate-change-1.6134493 
 
We are invited to rediscover ways to live respectfully, and walk gently. 
It is urgent. We have reached a tipping point. 
 
In September during the church season of Creation – this invitation will be before us, week by 
week. 
 
Kinship with all humanity and kinship with the natural world.  
 
 
Similar wisdom is found for us in this ancient collection of sayings in the Hebrew book of 
Proverbs. The passage we read today is the end of the first section of this compilation.  
 
In chapters 1-9 we read of a Father giving wisdom to his son with interludes every now and 
then by Lady Wisdom passing on wisdom. 
  
In these verses Wisdom presents her case: an invitation to a marvelous feast. She has made all 
her preparations and has sent her servants to invite young people to participate in the life she 
provides: 
“Come, eat of my bread 
and drink of the wine I have mixed. 
Lay aside immaturity, and live, 
and walk in the way of insight.” (9:4–6) 
 
This is a wonderful picture of the relationality of wisdom.  



It is passed on. Human to human. In proverbs we read of elders passing wisdom to youth. 
 
But elsewhere we are also encouraged to head the wisdom that comes ‘from the mouths of 
babes” 
 
The seven Generations that are alive today:  
 
The Greatest Generation (born 1901–1927) 
The Silent Generation (born 1928–1945) 
Baby Boomers (born 1946–1964) 
Generation X (born 1965–1980) 
Millennials (born 1981–1995) 
Generation Z (born 1996–2010) 
Generation Alpha (born 2011–2025) 
 
It is the first time in history that 5 generations are present in the workplace. 
Each bringing their gifts… 
 
Silent Generation (born 1920s – 1945) influenced by the Great Depression and World War II. 
They are formal, hard-working and structured, with a “waste not, want not” mentality. 
 
Baby Boomer Generation (1946 – late 1960s) postwar generation, are passionately concerned 
about participation, motivated by vision, mission and strategy, and care about creating a fair 
and level playing field for all.  
 
Generation X (1970s – late 1980s) experienced an era of crises in which it was clear the adults 
didn’t know what was going on. They like options and are flexible and do well with change.  
 
Millennial Generation (1990s – 2000s) are living in an age of unprecedented diversity and 
exposure to other cultures. They are confident, understand technology, sociable, optimistic, 
environmentally aware, collaborative, influential and achievement-oriented. 
They are driven in their desire to work for change, particularly regarding global warming.  
 
 
What if we took kinship seriously?  
Embracing our atomic entanglement with each other, with all animals and trees, and with the 
mystery we call God. 
 
Perhaps the invitation is to embody a curiosity of life, each life, all life.  
 
To humbly offer our gifts and to receive the gifts of others. Let us co-generate! 

https://encore.org/cogenerate-livestream/ 
May it be so, 
Amen.  



 


