
HEAVEN’S CROWNS 

 

On Sunday Sept 8, 1998 the ballpark was packed even though the St. Louis Cardinals had no real 

chance of making the playoffs.  That day Mark McGuire hit home run number 62, beating the 

record that Roger Maris had set 37 years before.  For the next 3 weeks that record continued to be 

beaten until home run number 70 was hit over the fence on Sept 27, 1998.  Everyone cheered the 

home run.  They cheered the new record.  They cheered the one who had made it all happen.   

 

I remember watching that moment on TV.  Thousands of fans standing and cheering him as he ran 

around those bases, his hands help high in triumph.  I thought to myself, what would it be like to be 

him right now.  Have you ever secretly wanted to be in those shoes?  Hitting a new record in home 

runs or winning a gold medal?  Winning the Nobel Peace Prize or an Oscar for best actor?  Singing 

on Broadway in the lead?  Everyone in this life aspires to greatness but few of us will ever achieve 

it.  This world has a limited number of crowns – but the next life doesn’t.  Each of us will receive 

our reward.  Those who have never heard the cheer of men will hear the cheers of angels in heaven.  

The small will be great. The unnoticed will be made known.  The forgotten will be remembered. 

 

Today we are continuing in our series Counter-Culture Living.  God has called us to be different, to 

stand out in the world.  One of the things that makes us different than the people around us is that 

we know that this life is not the end.  We understand that we have an eternal future home that is 

waiting for us in glory.  

 

Rev 21:4  He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or 

crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away. 

 

Crowns have always been the sign of authority and Kingship. Charlemagne wore an octagonal 

crown. Each of the eight sides was a plaque of gold, and each plaque was studded with emeralds, 

sapphires, and pearls. Richard the Lion Heart had a crown so heavy that two earls had to stand, one 

on either side, to hold his head. The crown that Queen Elizabeth wears is worth over $20 million. 

Edward II once owned nine crowns, something of a record.  None of these crowns however 

compares to the crowns which we will receive in heaven.   

 

My name is Stephen.  It come from the Greek STEPHANOS which means "crowned one".  The 

truth is that all of us who are in Christ are crowned ones because we shall each be given not just 1 

but 4 different crowns: 

 

1. Crown of Life – no more death 

 

James 1:12  Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he 

will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him. 

 

Heaven will we wonderful not just because of who and what will be present but also because of 

what will be absent – death.  In heaven there will be no more death.  Can you imagine that!  For all 

of it’s amazing attributes, our bodies are very fragile.  Life could be taken from us at any moment.  

People spend so much time and energy working out and eating right and trying to keep their bodies 

in shape to live a long life and that is good, but there are no guarantees.  A plane crash, a car crash, a 

virus, a slip and fall – anything can take our life at any time.   

 



Back in 1911, a stuntman named Bobby Leach went over Niagara Falls in a specially designed steel 

drum—and lived to tell about it.  Although he suffered minor injuries, he survived because he 

recognized the tremendous dangers involved in the feat, and he had done everything he could to 

protect himself from harm.  Several years later, while walking down a street in New Zealand, Bobby 

Leach slipped on an orange peel, fell, and badly fractured his leg. He was taken to a hospital where 

he died of complications from that fall. He received a greater injury walking down the street than he 

sustained in going over Niagara Falls.   

 

Back in 2006, Steve Irwin (The Crocodile Hunter) was filming a documentary on the Great Barrier 

Reef.  This is a guy that had wrestled crocodiles and worked with countless other dangerous 

animals.  During a lull in the filming, he was just snorkeling for fun and came across a stingray.  

The stingray was startled and hit Steve Irwin in the chest with it’s barbed tail, striking his heart.  He 

bled to death before his friends could get him to a medical center.  Such a freak accident, but it 

illustrates the point that all of us are mortal. 

 

Sometimes death comes as a surprise.  You are just going about your routine and tragedy strikes and 

you are gone.  It can happen in a split second.  A slip on the ice or a car that does not see you.  Other 

times, death can come slowly.  You get a report from the doctor and you know that you are going to 

have a long painful road ahead of you.  Whatever the case, death is waiting for all of us.  None of us 

knows when it will come. 

 

Rev 2:10  Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you 

in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of 

death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

 

No matter what you have faced or gone through in life, in heaven you will never have to face death 

again.  It is so hard sometimes to really enjoy something knowing that it is about to end.  One of the 

hardest parts about living in Kuwait was coming home on vacation.  We really looked forward to 

our trips home, but we always knew that they were short.  You would unpack your bags and try to 

settle in, but you knew that in just a little while that you would be packing up that bag again and 

saying goodbye.   

 

The crown of life means no more goodbyes.  No more separations.  No more funerals and lonely 

graveyards.  No more death.  Life eternal.  The crown of life. 

 

2. Crown of Righteousness – no more sin 

 

The second crown which we will receive is a crown of righteousness.  In Jesus we have been 

imputed with the righteousness of Christ so that, in God’s eyes, we have been PRONOUNCED 

innocent.  However, we know that we still sin, we still make mistakes.  We say things that we do not 

mean to say and do things that we do not mean to do.  We all blow it, and in doing so often hurt not 

just ourselves but also the people around us.   

 

This past week we have been in the process of selling our house.  It has been a very tense and 

difficult week!  With all the pressure of having to leave every time there is a showing and the 

uncertainty of what will happen, nerves have been on edge.  There have been times when I have 

been short and downright cranky!   

 



The good news is that, when we get to heaven. We will not only be pronounced innocent, we will 

truly BE innocent.  There will be no more sin. 

 

2 Tim 4:7  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  8  Now there 

is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me 

on that day -- and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 

 

How many tears have you cried over stupid things that you have done?  Some people carry around 

guilt with them all through their lives.  Guilt over people they have hurt or promises to God that 

were broken.  On earth it is impossible to a perfect life. 

 

Christian apologist Ravi Zacharias died last year.  So many were grieved to find out after his death 

that an investigation had uncovered a number of very serious things that he had been done.  These 

things tarnished not only his reputation but the organization he founded and his family.  The truth is 

that everyone wrestles with sin.  The Apostle Paul wrote; 

 

Rom 7:22-24 For in my inner being I delight in God's law; 23 but I see another law at work in the 

members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law 

of sin at work within my members. 24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this 

body of death? 

 

This is the world we live in.  In this life, this is our reality – but not in the next.  All this will be 

different when we get to heaven. 

 

What will a world without sin look like?  What would the Garden of Eden have been like without 

that one tree?  Imagine a world without racism, or hatred, or lust.  Imagine a world where there are 

no more hurt feelings or arguments or unforgiveness.  Enemies on earth will walk hand in hand in 

heaven - the lion will lay down with the lamb.  There will be peace. 

 

The crown of life and the crown of righteousness; 

 

3. Crown of Glory – receiving your reward 

 

The third crown that you will receive in heaven is the crown of glory.   

 

In 1909 an old missionary couple that had been working in Africa for years and were returning to 

New York to retire.  They had no pension; their health was gone; they felt defeated and discouraged.  

They discovered they were booked on the same ship as President Teddy Roosevelt, who was 

returning home from one of his big-game hunting expeditions.  No one paid any attention to the old 

couple.  They watched the fanfare that followed the President, with passengers trying to catch a 

glimpse of the great man.  As the ship moved across the ocean, the old missionary said to his wife, 

"Something is wrong.  Why should we have given our lives in faithful service for God in Africa all 

these many years and have no one care a thing about us?  Here this man comes back from a hunting 

trip and everybody makes so much over him, but nobody gives two hoots about us."  "Dear, you 

shouldn't feel that way," his wife said. "I can't help it; it doesn't seem right."   

 

When the ship docked in New York, a band was waiting to greet the President.  The mayor and 

dignitaries were there.  The papers were full of the President's arrival. 



No one noticed this missionary couple.  They slipped off the ship and found a cheap appartment on 

the East Side, hoping the next day to see what they could do to make a living in the city. That night 

the man's spirit was broken.  He said to his wife, "I can't take this; God is not treating us fairly."  His 

wife replied, "Why don't you go in the bedroom and tell that to the Lord?"  A short time later he 

came out from the bedroom, but now his face was completely different.  His wife asked, "Dear, 

what happened?"  "The Lord settled it with me," he said.  "I told him how bitter I was that the 

President should receive this tremendous homecoming, and yet no one met us as we returned home.  

And when I finished, it seemed as though the Lord put his hand on my shoulder and simply said, 

'But you're not home yet!'"    

 

Yes, there are rewards for faithfulness, but not necessarily down here. 

 

1 Peter 5:4  And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will 

never fade away. 

 

What Mark McGuire heard when the ball went over the fence you will hear when you get to heaven.  

He received a new Corvette for his record homerun.  You will receive something far better. 

 

1 Cor 4:5  ...At that time each will receive his praise from God. 

 

Can you imagine that!  God will not just praise those who were best or those who worked or 

achieved the most.  He will not delegate the job of praise to one of His angels – Michael will not 

hand out the crowns and Gabriel will not be the one to speak on God’s behalf.  Awards will not be 

given based on nationality or generation or family or church.  The crowns will be given one at a 

time.  God will call your name and then look you in the eye and proclaim “well done good and 

faithful servant”.   

 

Part of the crown of glory can also be found in the last crown: 

 

4. Crown of Thanks 

 

1 Thess 2:19  For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of 

our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you?  20  Indeed, you are our glory and joy. 

 

Paul writes that the Thessalonian church was his glory, joy and crown.  Imagine the day Paul when 

Paul died and went to heaven.  Think of all the people that were there waiting for his arrival!  All 

the people that greeted him on that day and stepped forward to say thank you for bringing us from 

darkness to light.  The same thing will happen to every one of us.  Some day we all will stand with 

Jesus in heaven and hear those words “well done good and faithful servant”.  Perhaps at that time 

Jesus will also say, “There are some people here that would like to meet you”.    

 

Who will be there on that day waiting for you?  I think that all of us will be surprised to find out the 

impact our life has had on others.  As I mentioned a few weeks ago, I have been in full time 

ministry now for 30 years.  Following Jesus has led me around the world and back again.  There are 

so many people that were part of that journey that have touched my life.  There are so many people 

who are now long gone that I look forward to saying thank-you to. 

 



Oskar Schindler certainly was not a saint.  He was a womanizer and a heavy drinker.  He bribed 

officials and was a member of the Nazi party.  However, he is today remembered for how he lived 

his life but for the lives of those that were saved through him.  During World War II he had 

compassion on those whom Hitler was seeking to kill.  He began a factory in Krakow Poland and 

eleven hundred Jews found their way onto his list – Schindler’s list.  If you saw the movie you will 

remember that powerful scene at the end.   

 

At the end of the war he, the now hunted, prepares to slip out into the dark.  Those who he had 

saved come to him to thank him, presenting him with a document signed by every worker stating 

what he had done and a gold ring made from a workers tooth.  What do you think went through his 

mind at that moment looking into the eyes of all those whose lives had been changed because of 

him?  Someday you will find out.  You will know that feeling when Christ comes again.  

 

Who do you think might come forward to thank you?   

 

In Frank Capra's classic movie “It’s a Wonderful Life” the main character George Bailey (played by 

James Stewart) wonders what it would have been like if he had never been born.  He then has the 

opportunity to see that for himself.  What about your life?  How many people have you lead to the 

Lord this year?  How many people have been positively influenced by the gospel as you have 

spoken it and lived it out to them? 

 

In Christ we are called to live lives that are counter-cultural.  We are called to stand out in the 

world.  We are different from the people around us because we have a different outlook, a different 

calling.  We also have a different destination, a different future.  We have an eternal home that is 

waiting for us.  We have hope that this world does not know or understand. 

 

At the end of the movie Oskar Schindler looks out on those who had been saved by his intervention.  

It is a time of joy for him and yet also a time of sadness because he begins to realize that there was 

so much more he could have done.  His watch could have been sold to save another life.  His car 

could have been sold and another family could have been saved.  Some day as we face death and 

heaven we will ask ourselves “is there more that I could have done?”  Don’t wait until then to ask 

that question – ask it now.  What more could you be doing now for the kingdom of God.  Are there 

people that you could have an impact on today or in the coming year? 


