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Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church.  As you prepare for  
Worship, please silence your cell phone, complete the connection 
card and place it in the offering plate. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Mary’s role is not limited to giving birth to Jesus and mothering him in 
his childhood. In John’s gospel, she is among the women standing 
near the cross; in Acts, she is among the disciples awaiting the gift of 
the Spirit. Through all that happened she continued to see how God 
was at work through her son, keeping the ancient promises to her 
ancestors, brushing aside the rich and powerful, and focusing on those 
as poor and powerless as Mary herself. 
 

GATHERING 
 

In order to keep us all safe for the time being there will be no singing of 
the liturgy or the hymns because the spread of the virus is greatly 

increased by singing.  
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE  “Prelude on Evan”                                                    - Young                            
                                                                                                  

Please kneel or sit 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundant grace, let us confess our 
sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God, our provider, help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to 
share. We question your ways when they differ from the ways 
of the world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and 
your ways. Turn us again to you for you alone have the words of 
eternal life. Forgive us, renew us, and strengthen us, so we may 
live in the world showing your gifts of faith and eternal life. Amen.  
 

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed 
and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more 
than enough. Through Jesus, the bread of life, you are shown God’s 
mercy: you are forgiven of all your sins and loved into abundant life. In 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Please stand 
 
 
 



3  

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 

KYRIE                                                                       READ TOGETHER 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy. 
 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord.  
Lord have mercy. 
 
For the peace for the whole world, for the well-being of the church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy. 
 
For this holy house and for all who offer their worship and praise, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy. 
 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  “Glory to God”                          READ TOGETHER 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship 
you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus 
Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the 
Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on 
earth. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together. 
Almighty God, in choosing the virgin Mary to be the mother of your 
Son, you made known your gracious regard for the poor, the lowly, and 
the despised. Grant us grace to receive your word in humility, and so to 
be made one with your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

 
Please be seated 
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WORD 
 
FIRST READING                                                             Isaiah 61:7-11 
The prophet proclaims a hopeful message: God loves justice and will 
make an everlasting covenant with Israel and her descendants. In 
response, the prophet sings a joyful song, like Mary many generations 
later, about God’s mercy and salvation. 
 
7Because [the] shame [of God’s people] was double, and dishonor was 
proclaimed as their lot, therefore they shall possess a double portion; 
everlasting joy shall be theirs. 8For I the Lord love justice, I hate 
robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 9Their descendants 
shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among the 
peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people 
whom the Lord has blessed. 10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my 
whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the 
garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a 
bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its 
shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the 
Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all 
the nations. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM   34:1-9                 READ RESPONSIVELY 
1I will bless the Lord at all times; 
  the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth. 
2I will glory in the Lord; 
  let the lowly hear and rejoice. 
3Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; 
  let us exalt God’s name together. 
4I sought the Lord, who answered me 
  and delivered me from all my terrors.  
5Look upon the Lord and be radiant, 
  and let not your faces be ashamed. 
6I called in my affliction, and the Lord heard me 
  and saved me from all my troubles. 
7The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear the Lord 
  and delivers them. 
8Taste and see that the Lord is good; 
  happy are they who take refuge in God! 
9Fear the Lord, you saints of the Lord, 
  for those who fear the Lord lack nothing.  
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SECOND READING                                                      Galatians 4:4-7 
In the promise of the Incarnation, Jesus Christ embodies God’s mother
-father heart, in love claiming people as adopted children. 

 

4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under 
the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 6And because 
you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if 
a child then also an heir, through God. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. Greetings, O favored one! The Lord is with you. The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you. Alleluia. (Luke 1:28, 35) 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 1st chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL                                    Luke 1:46-55 
Mary’s song, the Magnificat, serves as a thematic anthem for God’s 
work in the world and therefore for the ministry of her son, Jesus. In 
Mary’s praise we hear of a saving God who remembers the humble, 
scatters the proud, lifts up the lowly, and fulfills all things. 
 
46Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior, 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his 
servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49for 
the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.  
50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.  
51He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in 
the thoughts of their hearts. 52He has brought down the powerful from 
their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with 
good things, and sent the rich away empty. 54He has helped his 
servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55according to the 
promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants 
forever.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated 
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SERMON 
 

Please stand 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”               
                                                                                                  ELW 265 
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not sing. Please read the 
words as she plays. Even in our silence the meaning of the hymn will 

be present to us.  
 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
with wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame: 
"All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, 
most highly favored lady." Gloria! 
 

"For know a blessed mother thou shalt be, 
all generations laud and honor thee; 
thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
most highly favored lady." Gloria! 
 

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head; 
"To me be as it pleaseth God," she said. 
"My soul shall laud and magnify God's holy name." 
Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 
 

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
in Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, 
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 
"Most highly favored lady." Gloria! 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED    
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell.  
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for 
the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
You have revealed your love for people overlooked and cast aside, 
sending your son to be born among the humble and poor. Send your 
church to proclaim good news to those who feel abandoned, despised, 
or rejected and make our congregations places of genuine welcome 
and hospitality. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
All creation longs for healing and restoration. Thwart the destruction of 
plant and animal habitats and amplify the voices of those who 
advocate for wise stewardship of the earth’s resources. God, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We remember your promise to our ancestors and look to you for 
justice. Expose pride, greed, and exploitation wherever it is found and 
raise up humble leaders who act on behalf of those who are poor, 
oppressed, or in other need. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Your Spirit lives in our hearts and makes us heirs of salvation. Rescue 
us from shame and dishonor. Lift up the lowly, fill the hungry with good 
things, and have mercy on those who turn to you for help (especially). 
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Mary’s song of praise and amazement echoes through this assembly. 
Attend to those in this congregation expecting a child and console 
those struggling to conceive. Come to the aid of those enduring a 
difficult pregnancy and those who have experienced a miscarriage. 
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We give thanks for the saints who have found refuge in you, O God 
(especially Mary, mother of Jesus). As you have delivered them from 
all their afflictions, so save us from all our earthly troubles until that day 
when we sing your praise together in heaven. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the 
promise of your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

(Everyone is to remain in their pew for the passing of the peace.  
To share the peace with someone sitting near you, share a slight bow, 

wave, or cross your arms with hands touching the opposite arm,  
a gesture of embrace.) 

 
Please be seated 

 
ORGAN OFFERTORY  

 
The Ushers will collect the offering 

 
OFFERTORY 

 
Please stand 

 
MEAL 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and 
called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE - SAINTS 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the witness of the saints you show 
us the hope of our calling, and strengthen us to run the race set before 
us, that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in glory. 
And so, with all the saints, with the choirs of angels and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                      Read Together 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of 
power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the  
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you 
for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the 
light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed are you 
in the prophets’ hope and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s open-
ness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son, Jesus, the Word made 
flesh. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body , given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me.  
 
Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
        hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Friends of Jesus, come to the table.  
Receive nourishment for your journey. 
 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward by the center 
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice, re-
ceive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received 
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving 
communion or blessing, return to your pew by the side aisle, depositing 
empty cups in the basket.  You may choose to remain at the altar for 
extra time in prayer or return directly to your seat. 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”      ELW 490 
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not sing. Please read the 
words as she plays. Even in our silence the meaning of the hymn will 

be present to us.  
 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly-minded, for with blessing in his hand 
Christ our God to earth descending comes full homage to demand. 
 

King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of lords in human vesture, in the body and the blood, 
he will give to all the faithful his own self for heav'nly food. 
 

Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way; 
as the Light of light, descending from the realms of endless day, 
comes, the pow'rs of hell to vanquish, as the darkness clears away. 
 

At his feet the six-winged seraph, cherubim with sleepless eye, 
veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry: 
"Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!" 
 
 
Please stand 
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COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 
you in eternal life.  
Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we 
could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen 
us to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray.  
Amen. 
 

 
SENDING 

 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and            
forever.  
Amen. 
 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
POSTLUDE  “Jubitate”                                                                - Young 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permis-
sion under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004243.  New 
Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Edu-
cation of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Revised Common Lection-
ary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg For-
tress. Used by permission. 
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