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I’ve got great kids, but twice a day or so they develop an agenda for themselves that 
radically conflicts with the agenda of their parents. 
 
So, I was home for lunch one day this week when one of our boys was holding our cat 
while another of our boys attempted to wrestle it out of his hands.  And the cat, who was 
kind of committed to both of them, was getting longer and longer and developing a 
quizzical and panicked look in her eyes.  And that’s when mom walked around the 
corner and ruined the fun by saying “put the cat down.”   
 
But the boys had another agenda.  If either acquiesced, then the other would possess 
the cat.  And so they kept wrestling and the cat grew longer.  And mom repeated the 
command.  And then repeated it again.  And at that moment dad arrived home for lunch 
and both boys were sent for a visit to discuss the merits of conforming their wills to their 
mom’s agenda. 
… 
So last week we began a new series as we’ve come to a major transition in Mark.  
We’ve moved past the question of “who is Jesus”, and now are following Him on His 
way to the cross. 
 
And today we are in Mark 8.  So go ahead and grab your Bible, we are going to pick it 
up in verse 27.  And this is an amazing passage of scripture because in it, like my cat 
wrangling kids, Peter has his own agenda for himself and for Jesus.  But Jesus is 
surprisingly gracious.  Instead of letting him go his way Jesus leads him to the gospel. 
… 
So would you stand with me as we read?  Mark 8:27. Hear now the word of the Lord. 
 
[Read Mark 8:27-9:1] 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated. 
 
There is a lot here but I’m just going to dig three things out of this section.  First, Peter 
exposes the fact that we’ve all got an agenda that conflicts with Jesus.  But then Jesus 
shows us a better agenda – He wants to give us what we really hunger for, and finally 
He shows us the way to attain His glory and our good. 
 
So first, Peter exposes the fact that we’ve all got an agenda for Jesus.  Now last week 
we covered Jesus’ $1000 Jeopardy Daily Double question.  “What about you?  Who do 
you say that I am?” 
 
And Peter nailed it: “You’re the Messiah!”  Or some translations say “You’re the Christ!”  
Same thing.  It means You’re an anointed one or anointed king. 
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But in the first century no one was looking for an anointed one, they wanted The 
Anointed One – God’s Messiah.  The prophecies all said He was coming.  And He 
would be the King to end all kings and right all injustice.  
 
And this is what Peter means when he says “You’re the Messiah.”  And Jesus accepts 
it.  “Yes, that’s Me.”  
 
And Peter is beaming a thousand watts as he answers.  He’s the teacher’s pet and he’s 
got it right.  And all the other disciples are looking at him and wondering “why didn’t I 
think of that?  It could be me in the spotlight.”  But Peter’s the fastest.  He’s the best 
theology student in the room.  And so he gets to take the fall on all of our behalf. 
 
And that’s exactly what’s going to happen.  You see Peter’s answer is right, but it 
exposes something about him that isn’t just a Peter problem, it’s a people problem.   
 
And at this point the text moves incredibly quickly.  So Peter gets it right and then boom, 
verse 30: 

 But Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about Him. (Mark 8:30) 

  
Now Jesus is constantly saying this in Mark.  So back in verse 26 Jesus told the blind 
guy “Don’t even go into the village.”  And in chapter 5 He said “Talitha koum” and the 
little dead girl got up.  And then He gave strict orders not to let anyone know.  And in 
chapter 1 a demon possessed man cried out “We know who You are, You’re the Holy 
One of God.”  And Jesus rebuked him “be quiet and come out.”  Almost every time 
Jesus shows His power He commands silence. 
 
And there is some debate over exactly what Jesus is doing – Mark doesn’t explicitly tell 
us.  But I think Jesus is refusing to let anyone else tell His story because nobody else 
gets Him right.  The demons might be saying some true stuff, but they have no intention 
to give the full story.  And the people who have been healed have received an incredible 
encounter, but their experience is limited.   
 
And similarly here Peter gets the answer right but he too is no authority on who Jesus 
is.  Peter doesn’t have Jesus in a box.  Or rather Jesus will not climb into the box Peter 
has for Him.  Jesus is the authority on who Jesus is.   
 
And so as soon as the words are out of Peter’s mouth Jesus responds with verse 31: 
“The Son of Man must suffer.”  It’s totally unexpected.  And Peter can’t handle it so he 
vomits up the rebuke of verse 32: 

He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him. 

(Mark 8:32)  

 
Now the word “rebuke” here is as harsh a word as you can use to talk to someone.  It’s 
the same word Jesus uses to exercise demons – He rebukes them.  And this is what 
Peter does to Jesus. 
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You see Peter has an agenda for himself and for Jesus that is not congruent with 
suffering.  And so Peter objects as forcefully as he can – he calls Jesus to the carpet 
and attempts to exercise this stupid idea out of Jesus.  That’s how vulgar this is. 
 
But this isn’t a Peter problem, this is a people problem.  You see he is doing what every 
one of us wants to do to Jesus.  Yes, Peter’s got an agenda for Jesus, but so do each of 
us.  So what’s Peter’s agenda?   
… 
Well, what Peter wants is peace and comfort.  And He wants a Messiah who will give it 
to him.  He wants Jesus to go to Jerusalem and climb on a throne, defeat Peter’s 
enemies and give Peter power and resources and social recognition and health for him 
and his loved ones.  Peter wants Jesus to make his life better.  And we all want this. 
 
I mean what do you want Jesus to do for you?  Maybe you aren’t a believer at all, but 
you are open to Jesus giving it His best shot.  And if He would just do this or that for you 
then you would consider worshipping Him.  Maybe if Jesus would heal your sickness or 
the sickness of a loved one.  Or if Jesus would miraculously pay off your debt or free 
you from an addiction then you would worship Him.  History is full of stories of people 
who made deals with God – or at least thought they did. 
 
Or maybe you are a believer but you are at a bit of a standstill with Jesus right now.  He 
saved you, which is great, and you’ve returned the favor by believing in Him.  And now 
you would kind of like to get on with pursuing peace and comfort.   
 
And so, if you took the hours of a week, which is 168, and you work full time so that’s 
40, and you sleep 8 hours a day so that’s 56 more, that leaves 72 hours of relative 
freedom in a week.  That’s an incredible wealth we have – time is our biggest resource. 
 
So how do you invest your 72 hours a week?  Are you living for Jesus or for peace and 
comfort and maybe entertainment? 
… 
The average North American spends between 3-6 hours a day on their phones and 
another 2-3 on streaming services like Netflix.  And these things are designed around 
our comfort and entertainment.  We are literally pacifying ourselves to death.  And really 
what we want from Jesus is to stand out of the way while we get what we really want. 
 
So when you have a hard conversation with a coworker you take some time to cool 
down on YouTube.  And after a long week at camp or work you deserve to veg a little.  
“I just need some me-time and Jesus will understand.  And if He doesn’t really that’s His 
problem.” 
 
Does this sound so foreign?  What are you asking Jesus to do for you or understand 
about you if He is going to have any part of your life?  And if He steps out of line will you 
rebuke Him and put Him in His place? 
… 
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Well Peter tries.  But Jesus is so merciful and gracious.  You see sometimes I get the 
stupid things I ask for.  Actually I usually get everything I want.  But Jesus is so gracious 
with Peter and His disciples.  Instead of letting Peter get away with his desires, Jesus 
calls him to account.  Verse 33: 

But when Jesus turned and looked at His disciples, He rebuked Peter. “Get behind 

Me, Satan!” He said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely 

human concerns.” (Mark 8:33) 

 
This is the most gracious thing Jesus can say to someone He loves but who is deeply 
committed to their own broken and death-bound agenda.  Oh how terrible it is when we 
see things from a merely human point of view and give our lives to achieving them. 
… 
I wonder, have you ever been blessed to not get what you want from Jesus and then 
seen it later as a good thing?  Has your agenda ever not worked out as He graciously 
drew you into His own? 
 
I remember when Jaxon was in children’s hospital for 8 weeks which was totally not my 
agenda.  I remember begging God to make it stop.  But I came back from that time 
having spent hours praying and watching sermons online.  And I found myself strangely 
inspired and encouraged. 
… 
So Peter’s got an agenda that’s in conflict with Jesus, but Jesus has a better agenda.  
He wants to give us what we really hunger for – His glory and our good.  
… 
So verse 31 is where Jesus lays out His agenda.  And this is what Peter objects so 
harshly to.  But it’s an incredible agenda.  And the words here are so rich we’ve got to 
unpack them piece by piece.  Verse 31 says: 

Then Jesus began to tell them that the Son of Man must suffer many terrible 

things and…be killed, but three days later He would rise from the dead. (Mark 

8:31) 

 
This is Jesus’ agenda, and it’s absolutely full of God’s glory and our good.  And Jesus 
won’t let Peter get away from it.  Instead He says “I am King, not you.  But I’m not like 
any king you would imagine.  I’m not a king on a throne, I’m the King on a cross.  And 
this is for My glory and your ultimate good.” 
 
So let’s take this apart.  First notice that Jesus refers to Himself as the Son of Man.  
This is Jesus’ favorite way of talking about Himself.  And at a core level it just means 
He’s a person – He’s the son of a person.  But Jesus is saying more than that.   
 
So the phrase actually comes from Daniel 7 where a mysterious person shows up to 
fight injustice.  He’s human – a son of man – but he possesses the authority and 
sovereign power of God Himself.  And all the nations bow before Him.  And this is how 
Jesus refers to Himself – that’s a pretty big claim.  And then down in verse 38 He lets us 
know this wasn’t a slip of speech.  You heard right, The Son of Man is coming back at 
the end of the age and how we relate to Him will determine how that day goes for us. 



5 
 

 
If Jesus is anything less than God this is a completely preposterous thing to say. 
 
But with this as the context what Jesus says in the next breath is totally unexpected.  
Jesus says “The Son of Man must suffer.”  Not He will suffer.  Not He is going to suffer.  
But He must suffer.  The wording here is very careful and incredibly important. 
 
Jesus says I am the Messiah, but I’m not the king on a throne you’re looking for, I’m the 
king on a cross.  But tying together the Messiah with suffering didn’t compute for Peter.  
Now yes, he knew the prophecies like Isaiah 53’s Suffering Servant: 

He was beaten so we could be whole. 

    He was whipped so we could be healed. 

All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. 

    We have left God’s paths to follow our own. 

Yet the LORD laid on him 

    the sins of us all. (Isaiah 53:3-6) 

 
We know this as a Messianic prophecy, but people back then thought it was talking 
about someone else.  They didn’t think this was the Messiah.  After all, how could the 
Messiah come and defeat evil and injustice by being killed by it.  That’s ridiculous.  And 
that’s why Peter rebukes Jesus.  How dare You talk this way about Yourself; “You’re not 
going to die, You’re going to Jerusalem to reign!” 
 
But Jesus says “I am going to Jerusalem, but not to live, I must die.  I’m not going to 
take power.  I must lose it.  I’m not going to rule, I must serve.  And that’s how I’m going 
to defeat evil and injustice.  I must suffer and be killed.” 
 
Now theologians have spent the last 20 centuries unpacking this verse – it’s one of the 
big ones.  So I have no plans to do it justice, I just want to bring out one thought here as 
to why Jesus must suffer.  And that is that there was no other way for Him to buy the 
forgiveness we all really hunger for. 
… 
So if a friend gets annoyed at you, and in a fit of immaturity grabs your phone and 
throws it into traffic there is an injustice that has occurred.   
 
And at this point two things can happen to make it right.  Either, he can buy you a new 
one – that will be a thousand bucks please – or, you can forgive him and let him off the 
hook.  But if you forgive then you have to pay.  Someone has to absorb the cost unless 
you intend to bear the loss and just have no phone.  But no matter how you look at it 
someone pays. 
 
And this is how things work with big hurts too.  So if someone takes something from you 
that can’t be replaced – an opportunity or a happiness or a dignity – a great injustice 
has been committed.  And when this happens there is a profound sense that this person 
owes you.  And you can’t simply shrug it off.  Someone has to pay. 
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And so we try to hurt people back.  This is what is going on in our world right now.  We 
try to charge them or shame them or take away their freedom.  But when we seek this 
kind of justice our souls deteriorate.  We become a pain inflictor and oppressor just like 
them.  And the end result is that instead of one act of injustice now there are two. 
 
So what can we do?  Well we can forgive.  And only by forgiving can we avoid 
becoming like those who have hurt us.  But we can’t “just forgive” like people say.  If we 
forgive we pay.  We let them off the hook and bear the cost ourselves.  And when the 
cost is immense as it is in situations of racial injustice or sexual oppression you can see 
how impossible a situation this becomes.  There is no simple answer.   
 
If you steal my identity or my dignity; if you kill my loved ones, it’s simply too heavy for 
me to bear.  And if I can’t get even without dropping to your level and if I can’t cover the 
cost of forgiveness myself then what options do I have?  Can you see the predicament 
our world is in right now? 
 
And so Jesus speaks into this impossibility and says “the Son of Man must suffer and 
be killed.”  The only way injustice can be dealt with is for someone who can carry it to 
take it on.  And only God is that big.  There is no other way.  If God is going to let us off 
the hook He must climb onto the hook Himself.  And that is what Jesus does.  The Son 
of Man must suffer, there is no other way 
… 
Now Peter can’t possibly see this, but it’s the power of the gospel.  And here we get 
something amazing.  When Peter objects to Jesus’ agenda we read: 

[Jesus] rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!...  You do not have in mind the 

concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” (Mark 8:33) 

 
Oh how gracious and carefully Jesus speaks.  And how relevant His words 2000 years 
later.  You see Peter isn’t possessed in this moment – Satan isn’t in him.  But when 
Peter sides with the voice of oppression and says “No Jesus, You aren’t going to die.  
You are going to Jerusalem to rule and to make me great.”  Jesus exposes that behind 
every selfish injustice the demonic is present.   
 
This isn’t simply Peter getting it wrong, this is Satan rearing his ugly head at the 
prospect that God would deal with injustice – He takes that.  But Jesus acts to redeem 
His world for His glory – He gets to be Saviour.  And it’s for our good – we gain 
forgiveness for the injustice each of us has perpetrated and the shame that haunts us, 
in order that we can live the life of freedom He created us to enjoy. 
… 
So how does this work?  How can I enjoy the forgiveness I don’t deserve and become 
the messenger of forgiveness this world needs?  Jesus answers this in verse 34:   

“If any of you wants to be My follower, you must give up your own way, take up 

your cross, and follow Me. If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if 

you give up your life for My sake and for the sake of the Good News, you will 

save it. (Mark 8:34-35) 

… 
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Now last week we talked about Paul’s path to salvation which, Romans 5 tells us, 
involves confessing Jesus as Lord and believing God raised Him from the dead.  And 
Jesus isn’t contradiction that.  But He is fleshing out what belief means.  And for Jesus 
belief means following. 
 
For Jesus it is utterly ridiculous to imagine that you could believe in Him and yet walk 
another way.  There are no converts in Christianity who are not also disciples.  And that 
means we must follow Jesus on His way to the cross. 
… 
But here’s the beauty of Jesus’ cross: the cross was God’s sovereign plan from ages 
past.  It’s plan ‘A’ and He’s totally thought it out. 
 
You see God became a man and died in our place not so that we would have to worship 
Him, but so that we could want to worship Him – that’s His glory.  When Jesus redeems 
us He doesn’t change what we do, He changes what we want to do.  And He 
accomplishes this on the cross. 
 
On the cross Jesus took all the injustice and selfish agendas we all have and paid the 
debt of injustice we all owe.  And He did this so that if we will see what He has done on 
our behalf, and actually understand it, then our victim mentality and hardened hearts 
can soften and be healed.  And this is our good. 
 
You see nobody wants to be destroyed by the desire for revenge and retribution.  
Nobody sets out saying “I just want to spend my whole life angry at the people who 
have hurt me.”  And nobody wants to go through life guarded against love in case 
someone takes advantage of us again.  But these things happen. 
 
And they happen when we, like Peter and my cat wrangling kids have agendas for 
ourselves and for Jesus that we think are going to make us happy.  We think we know 
what will bring us peace and comfort but we’re wrong – we have in mind only human 
concerns. 
 
But Jesus knows a better way – the path to what we really want – and it is in following 
Him on the way to the cross.  So will be transformed by the forgiveness He has bought?  
If you will then He will touch your heart and soften it; He will fill you with the concerns of 
God, and you will become the agent of forgiveness that our sin-soaked and agenda-
laden world so desperately needs.   
 

 
 


