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Unlocking Generosity in the Lockdown
by Sandra Linsdell, Chair of the Outreach Committee
Toronto may have been in lockdown for the spring, but there was no
keeping Kingsway-Lambton’s outreach efforts locked down!
A heartfelt thank you to all of you who contributed to our Spring Outreach
Campaign – it was a wonderful response at such a time of need for our
seven outreach agencies! The volunteers and staff of our agencies, have
faced unprecedented challenges and risk to their own health so they can
help others. How good it was to give them help and hope. Thank you!

Sunday Services:
Regular Service:
10:00am
Fresh Start Service*:
8:45am
*Online services resume
Sept. 12, 2021
85 The Kingsway
Toronto, ON M8X 2T6
416.234.8224
Find us online at:
www.kingswaylambton.ca
@klambtonunited
@klambtonunited
Kingswaylambtonchurch
Kingsway-Lambton United
Church

But that’s not all! In April, Kingsway-Lambton’s Out of the Cold chefs
were out to lunch. Out to MAKE lunch, that is, for over 160 people in
our downtown core. The lockdown required some highly choreographed
logistics, and the production was a socially distanced masterpiece. Dozens
of sandwiches and cookies were made at twenty different homes early on
Tuesday morning and dropped off at Kingsway-Lambton. They were
whisked into the kitchen and packed into lunch bags with fruit and drinks.
By 9:30am, our Out of the Cold helper packed his car to the roof with the
lunches, and they were delivered to recipients at St. Luke’s United Church
on Sherbourne. Everyone worked together, apart – how great was that?!
We would like to give a shout of appreciation to Young’s Produce on Bloor
St., who generously provided the apples and oranges at cost, allowing us
to buy more and better fruit. Thanks to the Shirley and Mary for their fast
hands in packing the bags, and all the chefs and bakers who made this
easy, nutritious and delicious. Signs are pointing to in-person dinners next
year and Kingsway-Lambton will be there to serve them up!
Finally, we don’t want to mask the talents of our amazing mask-makers,
who continued to sew up a storm this spring. Our friends at Stonegate
and Youth Without Shelter were appreciative to receive high-quality
masks to keep their clients safe.
See photos next page
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Unlocking Generosity in the Lockdown
by Sandra Linsdell, Chair of the Outreach Committee
Continued from page 1

Mary Asquini, Shirley Eades-Smith,
and our Out of the Cold driver, Ben
Arsenault

Shirley Eades-Smith packs
the delicious and nutritious lunches

The Out of the Cold driver’s car
packed with lunches for more than
160 people

Well-Deserved Recognition of our UCW
The hard work and ongoing generosity of our Kingsway-Lambton
United Church Women was recognized by Community Living
Toronto, who bestowed their Leaders in Philanthropy award during
a virtual celebration on April 29th. Priscilla Knight represented the
UCW at the virtual event, and received a beautiful origami heart
created by Joshua Splude, an artist with Community Living
Toronto’s Big Dreams Art Company. In addition, a special star
will be displayed on their donor wall at 20 Spadina Road.

Hand-made origami heart
created by Joshua Splude

Celebrating a Joyous Arrival
Friends of Sam Needham, Presiding Minister for Fresh Start,
joined Sam and his wife Sarah to celebrate the recent arrival of
their baby, Beatrice (Bea) at a virtual event on July 13th. Those in
attendance were challenged by a Be-Bea Trivia game about all
things Bea. Sarah, Bea’s mother, obviously knows her “BEA’s”
because she won the game! A sampling of advice for new parents and recommended children’s books from church member
was also shared during the evening.
An example of the shared advice was “Bea generous with your heart, your hugs, your smiles, your humour
and your listening skills.” A wide selection of books were recommended, including two favourite Canadian
authors, Love you Forever by Robert Munsch and Jillian Jiggs by Phoebe Gilman. Sam and Sarah were also
presented with several books and a purse from members of the congregation. The evening ended with a
special visit from our friend Leanne Ketcham and a toast to the new family.
Thanks to all who joined us and congratulations to Sam and Sarah on their beautiful new daughter, Bea!

3

A Healing Journey

13

For it was you who formed my inward parts;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works;
that I know very well. Psalm 139:13-14 (NRSV)

The summer time is usually a time when the pace changes. We slow down. We relax a little. This summer,
like last summer, has had some differences. Both have been part of our ongoing story of dealing with COVID19. The story is more hopeful this year as people get vaccinated. We have made progress. This is still a lot of
uncertainty with elements of the population vaccine-hesitant and variants of concern threatening a fourth
wave. There are no magic buttons. We need to continue to care for one another and value one another.
This summer and last have been shadowed by more than COVID-19. Last May, the murder of George Floyd
was an awakening that brought new waves of awareness of the racism woven into our society. This May, the
discovery of unmarked graves of indigenous residential school children in Kamloops was another awakening.
We are confronted by our past and our present to make a different future. There are no quick solutions. We
need to continue to care for one another and value one another, to love one another as Jesus has loved us.
I thought it important to raise to awareness some of the efforts of the United Church of Canada in this long
and patient journey of healing.
The recent discovery of the graves was a new occasion for grief, a graphic reminder of the cost of the crime
of residential schools, retraumatized residential school survivors, and woke many to a national shame. The
efforts of the United Church of Canada to own and address its involvement in residential schools did not
begin this May.
The United Church and its forerunners operated 15 of the 139 residential schools identified in Canada
between 1849 and 1969. We recognize that as Canadians we are complicit in all 139 and the system of
racism and genocide committed against first Nations Peoples beyond the residential schools.
In 1981 a lifelong member of the United Church, Alberta Billy, a member of the Laichwiltach We Wai kai
Nation in British Columbia and representative for Aboriginal church members at the Executive General
Council, stood before his fellow leaders of the United Church and asked the church to apologize to the
Native peoples of Canada for “what you did to them in residential schools.” That initiated a journey of
education and repentance, a reorganization of the place and value of indigenous members of the church
and Canadian society that came to fulfillment in an apology given to Canadian Indigenous peoples at the
General Council meeting in Sudbury in 1986. This included a commitment to work of healing and
reconciliation. This was the first apology made by any of the bodies that were involved in residential schools.
The 1986 apology was not accepted but gratefully “acknowledged.” The difference being that there was so
much work to do it was to be seen how the church lived into its words of apology. The church has lived into
its words, committing funds, hearts, and understanding to this complex and multi-generational crime. One
of the steps along the way was to create the Healing Fund in 1994 which gives grants to grass roots healing
initiatives in Indigenous communities to address the ongoing impacts of the residential school system.
Continued on page 4
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A Healing Journey
Continued from page 3
Since 1994, these grants have amounted to about $1 million a year. You have supported the Healing Fund
through your Mission and Service dollars and direct contributions from our Kingsway-Lambton Benevolent
Fund. But beyond the healing fund, since 1994 the United Church of Canada has directed financial resources
to Aboriginal ministries and reconciliation on an average of $3 million to $4 million per year.
In 1998, the United Church of Canada issued a second apology specifically to Former Students of United
Church Indian Residential Schools, and to Their Families and Communities for its role, again with a
commitment to live out the words of its apology. This apology was formally accepted by National First
Nations Elders. In 2000, the UCC created the Justice and Reconciliation Fund to provide grants to regions,
congregations, outreach/community ministries, and theological education centres to foster dialogue,
reconciliation, and relationship-building between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples.
In 2007 a settlement was reached with survivors of residential schools and the United Church paid its full
obligation according to the settlement but continues to go far beyond the settlement in funds committed
to the work of reconciliation. One of the results of that settlement was The Truth and Reconciliation
Commission that began its work in 2008 and ended the first stage in 2015. The church has endeavoured
to follow the recommendations of that commission and made the work of healing and reconciliation an
emphasis of the church work and mission going forward. More information on this history and the full text
of the apologies can be found on the United Church of Canada website.
As an aside, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission found that Egerton Ryerson was NOT “an architect” of
the residential school system (The Final Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada, vol.
1. The History, Part 1. Origins to 1939 (Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen's University Press, 2015), pp. 75
-78.) Ryerson learned Ojibway and argued for the land claims of the Mississaugas of the New Credit. Out of
respect and deep friendship Ryerson was given an Ojibway name, that of one of their deceased chiefs,
Cheechock, meaning “bird on the wing”. In contemporary terms Ryerson would be labelled an ally.
In 2019, Kingsway-Lambton also committed to more emphasis on our relationship with Indigenous Peoples
and began to use the land acknowledgement in our services. Plans have been derailed by COVID-19 but you
may have noticed the number of sermon stories and illustrations I have used over the last five years and
more drawn from the life and witness of Indigenous peoples. Stephen Milton conducted the blanket exercise
with us in 2019.
There is more to be done. A great wrong was done. We are fortunate to have in our midst Dr. Alicia
Dunlop who has worked with Indigenous people in her practice on and off reserve since 1984. She has done
tremendous work and has learned tremendously from the resilience and depth of the people she has served.
We look forward to hearing from Alicia sometime next fall. One thing that Alicia taught me is that among the
people she works with, there is no word for failure. Rather than “failure”, they use the word “learner”. We
are all learners in coming to terms with this legacy.
This September 8th, our anti-racism team is conducting an event with Nakuset, a Cree woman who has
become a powerful voice for the rights of Indigenous women and Indigenous children in care moderated by
Tony Snow, Indigenous Minister for Chinook Winds Region. You can register for this event on our website
(see more information on page 5). You might also want to join them in reading Seven Fallen Feathers, by
Tanya Talga. The author delves into the deaths of seven Indigenous high school students in Thunder Bay
over an 11-year span.
Continued on page 5
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A Healing Journey
Continued from page 4
At the initiative of our Official Board Chair Charles Donley, we are also invited donations to the United
Church Healing Fund, through Kingsway-Lambton. (See more details about this on page 7.)
The discovery of the unmarked graves in May and later was, as many said, shocking but not a surprise. It was
I pray more than shocking but also an awakening to a deeper commitment and awareness on this journey of
healing and reconciliation begun so tentatively four decades ago.
I pray this summer does offer you time to slow down and rest. We need to take care of ourselves as we care
for one another remembering “we are fearfully and wonderfully made” and have a measureless divine love
to grow into.
With Love,
Rev. Hugh

Listening Circle #3: Becoming Nakuset - The Lived Experiences of a Sixties
Scoop Survivor
Join us for Kingsway-Lambton’s next Anti-Racism learning event: a virtual presentation and panel
discussion focusing on the Sixties Scoop, an under-examined piece of Canada’s history that perpetuated
the coercive assimilation of Indigenous people, as witnessed in the Residential School system.
Date: Wed. Sept. 8, 2021
Time: 7:00 – 8:30 pm
Nakuset, well known Indigenous activist and Executive
Director of the Native Women's Shelter of Montréal, is
Cree from Lac la Ronge, Saskatchewan. As a young child,
she was taken by Indian agents from her home in Thompson,
Manitoba and adopted into a Jewish family in Montreal. The
2020 award-winning short film Becoming Nakuset is her story. Join us for this virtual event as we hear
from this courageous survivor of the Sixties Scoop who struggled to reclaim her identity.
Following a screening of the 12-minute documentary, Tony Snow, Indigenous Minister, Chinook Winds
Region, will guide us through a Listening Circle with both Nakuset herself and Dan Milner, also a survivor
of the Sixties Scoop agenda.
This event is sponsored by the Anti-Racism Learning Series, Kingsway-Lambton United Church.
Register using this link to the United Church of Canada’s United in Learning website.
Watch a video trailer at: https://www.dropbox.com/s/1va79rayi1ioio8/Becoming%20Nakuset%
20Trailer.mp4?dl=0 (copy this address into your browser).
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Youth Ministry Update
by Jennifer Visser and Alana Martin

Teen Drop-In
The Kingsway-Lambton teens have been busy the past few months
escaping virtual Harry Potter escape rooms, being confirmed,
watching outdoor movies and having a backyard distant social.
Now that we are able to safely meet in person in groups fewer
than ten, the teens have begun to meet outside for events and
fellowship.

Confirmations
Special blessings and congratulations go out to our 2021 confirmands: Peter Lang, Rebecca Collett,
Lia Mayhew, Emily Barmania, Jacob Barmania, Mia Cornell, and Will Christie. Know that this community
surrounds you with love and commitment to support your faith journey in every stage!

Jacob Barmania

Emily Barmania

Rebecca Collett

Peter Lang

Will Christie
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Residential Schools, Our Response?
With our indigenous sisters and brothers, we mourn the discovery of the unmarked
graves of children at residential schools in Canada. What has been and is our response
as a church at Kingsway-Lambton, and as the national church?
As a national church, The United Church of Canada (UCC) made the first apology of
the institutions involved in residential schools in 1986, which was acknowledged with
gratitude, and in 1998, a second apology which was formally accepted. Since 1994, the
UCC has committed an average of $4.5 million per year to Indigenous ministries and
initiatives including $1 million per year in grants from the Healing Fund to Indigenous
initiatives. In 2000, the church also created the justice and reconciliation fund for church initiatives. In 2007,
the UCC fully paid its share of the negotiated compensation to victims of residential schools, but continues
and recognizes the need to do much more, changing both structures and symbols of the church (e.g. the
United Church Crest) toward ending racism in the church and honouring the full dignity and participation
of Indigenous Peoples in our church and nation.
Our congregation has been part of this funding through our Mission & Service donations, and our Regional
Council assessments. Our Benevolent Fund has also made donations to projects of the Healing Fund.
The Kingsway-Lambton Anti Racism Learning Series, in co-operation with the National Council Office will hold
a virtual event on Wednesday, September 8th to view and discuss Becoming Nakuset, a conversation with a
Sixties Scoop survivor. Please refer to Anti-Racism Initiatives on the Kingsway-Lambton website, and see the
article on page 5 of this newsletter for more information.

However, as a church, both locally and nationally, we know that much more needs to be, and can be done.
In addition to study and reflection, as a practical step, please consider making a gift through KLUC to the
Healing Fund by the end of August. The “Donate Now” link on the website outlines the various methods by
which you can make your donation. Simply designate it for “UCC Healing Fund” in the message section of
an e-transfer or on the memo line in the case of a cheque.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration of your response. Let us learn more deeply how to love one
another as Jesus has loved us.
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Governance Review Team Report
by Mireille Khayat
A few years ago, Kingsway-Lambton United Church created the Financial Oversight Committee (FOC) to
support the church’s overall continuity, safety and governance. The FOC manages the risk management
program, which has included conducting an annual survey that queries operational and strategic areas.
Those surveyed include members of the Official Board, including Session, Stewards and their subcommittees. The FOC presents results to the Official Board to help the Board assess and monitor risks
and develop plans to address the most serious risks.
The 2020 survey included a new category: COVID-19 pandemic related risks. In the 2020 survey results, the
highest-ranked risks included pandemic risks, filling key committee roles, and membership engagement. In
response to these findings, the Official Board agreed to an assessment of the church’s governance structure.
A working group, the Governance Review Team (GRT), was formed in February 2021 to review and
recommend appropriate changes to our current governance structure to modernize, streamline and
help KLUC effectively fulfill its mission. The GRT’s objective is to propose a lighter and more agile structure
that, in turn, will be more appealing to volunteers who wish to serve Christ in this way.
The GRT has met several times since February and has been busy researching and gathering information,
including holding interviews with five different United Churches. Each of these GTA-based churches has
already undertaken governance reform in response to concerns and challenges similar to KLUC’s.
The GRT estimates that the review process will take six to nine months. The process will include regular
updates to the Official Board and to the congregation, and a larger “round table” session to seek wider
feedback. The GRT hopes to make its recommendation before the end of 2021.

Committee of Stewards Report
by Geoff Butler, Chair of Stewards Committee
Financial results to June 30, 2021 indicate a small operating deficit of about $6K, a little ahead of the deficit
projected in our budget for this point in the year. Total Revenue, including Offerings, was $31K below
budget, but this has been offset by significant savings in Operating Expense categories, some of which reflect
the ongoing closure of the church building.
With relaxing of COVID-19 restrictions over the past number of weeks, rental activity has picked up, including
the return of the Brickworks summer camp (on a reduced scale), a film company rental, and a music teacher
renting space for piano lessons. This increase in activity will help the revenue picture during the second half
of the year.
Jim Gallagher and the property team continue to provide excellent oversight and management of the church
building and property. Santiago will be taking his family leave from August to November this year, and we
wish he, Camila, and Alicia well. Rosie Arriola and Ali Salazar will capably handle the custodial duties in his
absence.
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Help Keep the Kingsway-Lambton Art Show & Sale Alive!
The Art Show & Sale is a significant fundraiser for our church and for our community. From its inception,
the Art Show & Sale has raised over $500,000 for charities. View the current list of charities supported
here.
Now it’s time for a New Vision and New Leadership to join the established and experienced Art Show team.
We invite men and women to become involved in creating the future of the show.
Without new volunteers to lead this initiative, the 23-year legacy of the Art Show & Sale will come to an
end. This is a wonderful opportunity to make a difference in our community with a team of art/community
enthusiasts. With your involvement, we can create a future for this exciting show!
In order to have a 2022 Art Show & Sale, we must have a full committee in place by September 2021.
Please join NOW…. Planning starts in September.
Interested? To learn more please contact Lois at: loistownsend07@gmail.com
Read the complete Volunteer Appeal letter here.

Keep in Touch!
Visit www.kingswaylambton.ca/artshow

Anti-Racism Summer Reading Series
This summer, the Anti-Racism team held its first summer reading series!
Book #1 was I'm Still Here. Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness
by Austin Channing Brown. Discussion was held via Zoom on Tuesday, July 6th.
Book #2 was Seven Fallen Feathers by Tanya Talaga (available at The Novel Spot at Humbertown).
Discussion was held via Zoom on Tuesday, August 10th.
Interested in participating in future reading and reflecting? Have any books to suggest? Email
arlskluc@gmail.com
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Kingsway-Lambton Worships with You at Home

Sunday Worship at Home
We continue to provide Sunday services virtually to enable you to worship at home. Fresh Start has
been on summer hiatus since May 31. The 10 am service has been pre-recorded and uploaded (Rev
Hugh until end of July and Rev Sam for month of August). Visit our website for links to the videos of
these services, and take comfort worshipping in your home at a time that works for you. Fresh Start
service will resume on September 12 at 8:45 am and Rev Hugh returns that day also for his "Welcome
Back" service at 10:00 am.
We are working on acquiring new live streaming technology and will let you know when we are ready
to welcome you back into the sanctuary!

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
Starting again this Fall, join Rev. Hugh D. Reid and the online Bible Study Group on
Wednesday mornings at 10 am for thoughtful discussion on weekly scriptures and
how they relate to our everyday lives.
To join in the discussion, please register at this link. The information to join the
weekly group will be emailed out weekly prior to the meeting time.
There is a short tutorial video (click here) that will show you what to do to connect
to our meeting. Please do this before the time of the video-conference. The tutorial
is less than one minute.

Teen Drop-in
Teen Drop-in for youth who want to connect with
other youth. Meet up Tuesdays and Fridays at
8:00-9:00pm.
For Zoom information contact Alana Martin at
alana@thegoproject.ca
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Announcements

Baptism

Archibald Cameron Ewing
Parents: Sarah (Thomson) Ewing and Alexander Ewing
Sibling: Avery
Godparents: Steve and Tricia Knowles
June 20, 2021

In Memoriam
Paul Culver
July 12, 2021

Have a Great Summer!

