
Newsletter - 15 August 2021 

Wonga Park CRC is a church that is committed to helping people grow in their faith, one step at a 
time. We believe people do this by encountering God in his living word, through prayer, and in 
community with other believers. 

New here? We would love to meet and connect with you, so please fill in your details on the back of 
this newsletter, place the it in the offering bag and one of our team will contact you. Alternatively 
send an email to pastor@wpcrc.org.au and we will get in contact with you. 

God’s Word: We encourage you to take notes in the place provided, to reflect on what God has 
been saying to you, and to discuss it with your family, friends and children. 

Prayer: We have several places in our worship service where we pray. We would also love to pray 
with you after the service. If you would like someone to pray with you, please remain in the main 
auditorium and a member of our prayer team will come and pray with you. 

Community: We encourage you to stay after the service for coffee and fellowship. If you are a 
visitor, please grab a free barista made coffee (available most mornings). We would love to meet 
you and get to know you more. We have a cry room off to the side of the church for parents with 
infants. During school terms we  also run a Sunday School program before the church service for 
high school aged children and during the church service for primary school aged children, and we 
have a crèche for ages 1-5 at the end of the main hallway. 

Groups: We have a number of growth groups that meet throughout the week to pray for people, 
gather around God’s word, and care for one another. If you would like to join a group, please 
contact pastor Chris (pastor@wpcrc.org.au). 

WELCOME 

THE FALL OF MAN 

Continues on following page... 

THE TEMPTATION AND THE FALL 
 
Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the wild animals that the Lord God had made. He said to the 
woman, “Did God really say, ‘You can’t eat from any tree in the garden’? ”  
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit from the trees in the garden. 3 But about the fruit of 
the tree in the middle of the garden, God said, ‘You must not eat it or touch it, or you will die.’ ”  
4 “No! You will certainly not die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “In fact, God knows that when you eat it 
your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 The woman saw that the tree was 
good for food and delightful to look at, and that it was desirable for obtaining wisdom. So she took some of its 
fruit and ate it; she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of 
them were opened, and they knew they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for 
themselves. 
 
 



Continued from previous page... 

SIN’S CONSEQUENCES 
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening 
breeze, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 So the Lord God called out to the 
man and said to him, “Where are you? ” 
10 And he said, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked, so I hid.” 
11 Then he asked, “Who told you that you were naked? Did you eat from the tree that I commanded you not 
to eat from? ” 
12 The man replied, “The woman you gave to be with me — she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 
13 So the Lord God asked the woman, “What have you done? ” 
And the woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”  
14 So the Lord God said to the serpent: 
Because you have done this, 
you are cursed more than any livestock 
and more than any wild animal. 
You will move on your belly 
and eat dust all the days of your life.  
15 I will put hostility between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and her offspring.  
He will strike your head, 
and you will strike his heel.  
16 He said to the woman: 
I will intensify your labor pains; 
you will bear children with painful effort.  
Your desire will be for your husband, 
yet he will rule over you. 
17 And he said to the man, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I com-
manded you, ‘Do not eat from it’: 
The ground is cursed because of you.  
You will eat from it by means of painful labor  
all the days of your life. 
18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, 
and you will eat the plants of the field.  
19 You will eat bread by the sweat of your brow 
until you return to the ground,  
since you were taken from it. 
For you are dust, 
and you will return to dust.” 
20 The man named his wife Eve because she was the mother of all the living. 21 The Lord God made clothing 
from skins for the man and his wife, and he clothed them. 
22 The Lord God said, “Since the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil, he must not reach 
out, take from the tree of life, eat, and live forever.” 23 So the Lord God sent him away from the garden of 
Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. 24 He drove the man out and stationed the cherubim and 
the flaming, whirling sword east of the garden of Eden to guard the way to the tree of life.  -- Genesis 3:1-24 
(CSB) 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

SERMON NOTES 

Q1) Do you believe that the way Eve was tempted was unique to Eve? Or is this the way we are all tempted? 
 
Q2) “Eve saw that the fruit was good…” How is our desire linked to our disobedience and sin? 
 
Q3) The Fall had massive and far reaching effects. Describe a time where something you thought was good, 
turned out evil because of sin? 
 
Q4) Why do you think God wanted to bar Adam and Eve from eating from the Tree of Life? Was this grace or 
punishment? 
 
Q5) Look back and read Genesis 1:28. How does the command to be fruitful and multiply become frustrated  by 
the curse of pain in childbearing? (3:16) How does the command to subdue the earth become frustrated by the 
ground being cursed? (3:17-19)   
 
Q6) Genesis 3:15 is known as the “proto-evangelium” – the first Gospel promise. What do you see in this pro-
nouncement from God?  
 
Q7) What truth in this chapter is most important for you?   
 
Q8) What does Genesis 3 tell you about human nature?  
 
Q9) What does Genesis 3 tell you about God’s nature? 



 DIARY 
WHAT’S HAPPENING  

Sunday 15 August 
10:00 am  Online Worship Service 
4.00 pm Zoom for Youth (Online) 

Thursday 19 August 
      

GIVING 

In our church we have 2 offerings every Sunday. The first offering goes toward the ministry of this con-
gregation. The second offering goes toward various ministry organisations we support. If you would like 
to support this work you can do so in a few different ways:  
In church giving: Simply add your offering to the offering bag. 
Bank Transfer: BSB: 063 167 Acc: 1015 8356.              For the Deacons BSB: 063167 Acc. 1015 8372 
Via Church App: Online or via our church app: https://wpcrc.org.au/give  

Neil Bester 8 August 
Anne Keegel 11 August 
Nicolette Wildenboer 12 August 
Alison Horner 12 August 
Martin Van der Merwe 13 August 
Mari Van Staden 14 August 
Ryan Weston 23 August 
   

Brendina Saul 24 August 
Arie Versteeg 24 August 
Emmaline Mae Van Der Jagt 27 August 
Nelleke Arnold 27 August 
Susannah Grace Van Der Jagt 27 August 
   



As required by Victoria Health we need to keep a 
record of who has been attending the church ser-
vice. We have set up a QR code that you can scan 
when you arrive at church on which your basic 
information will be captured securely onto a form 
in Elvanto.  

We will only use or disclose your check-in infor-
mation for coronavirus (COVID-19) contact trac-
ing.  Your data will then be deleted after 28 days. 
Your details won't be used for marketing or other 
purposes. 

We will also have some volunteers with iPads to assist people who are unable to check in using their 
phones. It may take a bit of time to get everyone through the process so please try to be a bit earlier at 
church than what you would normally be. 

The Newsletter team is looking for another volunteer!   

Unfortunately one of our team members is unable to continue as part of the team and we are 
looking for a replacement.  Full training will be given and you don’t need to be a computer wizz 
to join.  You  will only be rostered on for two weeks out of six and we are flexible to change ros-
ters around your other commitments.  For more information, please email the newsletter team 

BUDGET UPDATE 
Funds in: March was a better month in terms of offerings and 
funds received into our church bank account. 
Expenses: Payments for the month were much higher than budget, 
primarily due to some arrears CRC Australia ministry share contri-
butions that were brought up to date.  The year-to-date expenses 
as reported is now reasonably accurate and mostly in line with 
budget. 
Shortfall: Our year-to-date cash shortfall is about $25k, marginally 
better than budget.  This means y.t.d. we have drawn down on or 
depleted our cash resources to the amount of about $25,000. . 



PLANS FOR YOUTH MINISTRY 

Dear Church Family, 

We are very excited to share our plans for youth ministry with you. As you may know, with Tim’s departure to 
do his Vicariate, we have taken the opportunity to re-evaluate how our youth and children’s ministry pro-
grammes run. We have been very thankful for the input a number of you gave during our recent community 
consultation, and we have worked through the feedback with key leaders from both the existing Ignite youth 
group and our GEMS group. We are so thankful to have been able to get all this input in order to help us 
shape this vital ministry going forward. In this letter I would like to outline the key findings from your feedback, 
their implications, and then explain how this shapes the way forward. I realise that this makes for a lengthier 
than normal letter, but since this is so vital to our church, I think it is worthwhile taking the time to share this at 
length. 

The feedback 
In working through the feedback from both the congregation and from the leaders, we identified a number of 
themes that helped shape our discussions. 

1) Some of our existing programs had only a few children but relatively large num-
ber of leaders. 
Many of our existing programs have 3-5 children/youth that attend. Due to childsafe reasons each program 
has to have at least 2 leaders and at least 2 children to run. Most of our programs have at least 3 leaders and 
sometimes only 1 child might attend a program. This means that there have been several instances where we 
have had to cancel events last minute simply because of our child safety requirements. This, along with COVID 
restrictions, has made it very difficult to achieve any kind of consistent momentum. Additionally, on a purely 
practical level, it feels much nicer for a young person to join a group of 5 or 10 other young people, than it 
does to be one of only 2. There is a critical mass of numbers needed to make youth group “feel” like something 
worth investing in. 

2) Parents wanted and needed something to support them in discipling their own 
children well. 
Many of the comments we received were that parents wanted something to support them in discipling their 
own children. We were very encouraged that parents were actively looking for ways to nurture their own chil-
dren’s faith as this is exactly what Scripture teaches! We also recognise that because of the unique geographic 
spread of our church members, it is often quite difficult for parents to drop off their children at youth pro-
grammes, and then drive home. This makes it difficult for some parents to commit to youth group events and 
has led other parents to sit in their cars, in the dark, while youth events are on. Clearly neither of these options 
are ideal.   

3) A desire to better integrate our existing programs into a cohesive program. 
We have significant overlap in a few of our youth programs, and untapped opportunities in others. Our existing 
Senior Sunday School curriculum overlaps considerably with the kinds of topics and material that is dealt with 
in both the GEMS and Youth Group programs. At the same time our Senior Sunday School program currently   



runs 30 mins before church, but this timeslot does not allow for our teachers to deal with the topics in any 
great depth. Our GEMS program has been incredibly effective at reaching out to our local community, but thus 
far we haven’t had many opportunities to integrate those community kids with the rest of our youth. We also 
don’t currently have anything for primary aged boys in our church. 

4) A desire to produce concrete discipleship-based outcomes in our programs. 
We also realised as leaders that we don’t have specific discipleship-based outcomes as goals for youth minis-
try. As leaders we mapped out the “Christian Skills” and outcomes we would want out youth and children to 
have before they start primary school, by the time finish primary school, and by the time they finish high 
school. This gave us good markers to help us tweak our junior Sunday school program, and will serve as a 
guiding principle for designing our senior Sunday school and youth program. In case you were wondering, 
here are the skills we would ideally like to see in our young people. 

The way forward 
Taking all the discussions above together, we believe that the following is a good way forward: 

Junior Sunday School: 
In essence we are going to keep the Junior Sunday School as is. We may tweak a few minor things here and 
there, to give the children more opportunities to learn and practice the skills mentioned above, but by and 
large, we will be leaving the Junior Sunday School as is. 

  3-4 year old End of Primary School End of High School 

Bible Listen to a bible story 
Read the Bible with par-
ents help if needed 

Read and Interpret Bible 
Well Individually 

Prayer 
Say a simple prayer with 
mum/dad 

Pray in a group 
Confidence to pray in a 
small group 

Theology 
God made the world, 
them, and loves them, in-
tro to cross and sin 

Articulate The Gospel well 
Articulate Reformed Doc-
trine in brief 

Ministry service 

Offering at Sunday school 
at least, encouraged to 
grab food for deacon 
work, simple tasks in 
church life 

Keen to serve and active 
in a helping others 

Actively serving in a min-
istry somewhere 

Evangelism 
Invite to Sunday School 
Concert 

Share faith to younger 
ones/rest of Sunday 
school 

Capable of sharing their 
faith 

Gifiting 
Taught about Fruit of the 
spirit 

Early Spiritual Gifts analy-
sis 

Understanding of their 
own spiritual gifts 

Worldview 
Singing Bible Songs about 
God's rule 

Intermediate Worldview 
Understanding 

Articulate Christian 
Worldview/Critically think 
through issues in a Chris-
tian way 



Launch a new Friday Night Program for Parents and Youth 
Given the significant overlaps in material we thought that it would be best to combine the GEMS, Senior Sun-
day School and Youth programs into a single, cohesive, Friday night program. This will allow us to run the pro-
gram with fewer leaders, deliver a better and more in-depth teaching time that is more closely aligned with the 
outcomes listed below, and help us capitalise on the existing community connections we have. 

 This program will be a normal youth group program, with two distinct differences. The Friday Night program 
will include both primary and secondary aged children, and their parents. As part of this program, we will be 
launching a parent’s growth group that runs at the same time as the youth group. As part of this group, we will 
work through various Christian parenting workshops and bible studies together, as well as just being a place of 
fun and fellowship for the parents. We also aim to share a meal together each Friday night with everyone who 
attends. The exact mechanics of how this would work is still being fleshed out, but it is likely to either take the 
shape of a potluck, or some sort of roster. 

It is envisaged that each evening would look something like this:  

 

 

 

 

Timeline 
Obviously, this is a relatively new concept for our church, and we do have some training and planning to do 
before we roll this out. We will begin this new program at the start of Term 4 Lord Willing, and Covid Permit-
ting. It is likely that we will need to tweak a few things here and there, so we will be keen to hear your feedback 
throughout term 4, so that we can adjust things for 2022. Exact dates will be confirmed. 

What do you need to do? 
1: We want to ask you to pray for this program. Our aim, is to disciple our children well as a church. We recognise 
that God has put families at the centre of his discipleship plan, so we want to embrace that. Please pray that 
this program will help both our young people and their parents grow. 

2: If you want to be a volunteer or a leader in this program please contact me directly (pastor@wpcrc.org.au or 
0423 889 913). 

3: Keep an eye out for further information as we work through the finer details. 

4: Give your feedback. Obviously we have not yet finalised all the details and we are keen to hear your input. If 
you would like to talk about any aspect of this, either contact me directly or send me an email. 

5: If you have questions: please let me know. I would love to talk to you about this more! 

 I look forward to seeing what God does with this! 

Blessings,   Pastor Chris 

7:30pm Arrive with Dinner to share (parents and children/youth share together) 

8:00pm Parents group begins 
Devotion then break off into age 

and gender specific groups 

Volunteers clean 
up after dinner 

then join groups 

9:00pm Games time, parents encouraged to join but optional 

9:30pm Home time. 



PRAYER POINTS 

Continues on following page... 

  I think Christians fail so often to get answers to their prayers because they do not wait long enough on 
God. They just drop down and say a few words, and then jump up and forget it and expect God to answer 
them. Such praying always reminds me of the small boy ringing his neighbor's doorbell, and then running 
away as fast as he can go.  E. M. Bounds 
 
As we go into the coming week let us daily pray; 

That the Lord will help us to be patient and to persevere keeping our eyes on him without letting circum-
stances overwhelm us. 

Patient endurance is what you need now, so that you will continue to do God’s will. Then you will receive all 
that he has promised. (Hebrews 10:36 NLT) 

Give praise and thanks to God our Father that all things work together for the ultimate good of those who love 
him, even the bad things. 

Please continue to pray for Phillip and Suzanne Nel pray that the Lord will be their strong tower. 

Please pray for others amongst us struggling with age related infirmities, Johann and Hanna van der Walt, Ev-
eline van Dortland, Ina de Graaf and family members of our congregation. 

Pray for those among us who have family in South Africa as covid infections are over 2.5 million with more 
than 75,000 deaths in that country. 

Pray for all those who are affected by the lockdowns through loss of employment and closing down of busi-
nesses. 

Pray that the Lord will use the pandemic to awaken our nation to the need to seek him and turn away from all 
that is against his holy law. 

Continue to pray for our leaders both state and federal that they will learn to rely on God’s wisdom and not 
their own. 

Please pray for all those struggling with their sexual identity. Laura Perry believed from a young age that she 
should have been born a boy. She completely transitioned into living as and legally being a male. But a request 
by her mother to design a Bible study website put her on the path to discovering the truth about God and who 
she was created to be. Here’s her story, in her own words: “As a little girl, I was full of energy, very hyper and 
very athletic. I had a hard relationship with my mum who was very quiet and much closer to my brother who 
was a very quiet obedient child, so I really began to believe that boys were loved more. Very early in life I be-
gan to believe a lie that I wasn’t loved as a girl and everything in life sort of got put through this lens of ‘I 
should have been a boy.” “When I was 8 I was molested by a boy who was a year older than me, and that 
really began to change me and I became very sexualized. 
 
I got into pornography so in high school I was trying to be more of a girl to get the attention of the boys. I be-
gan sleeping around giving them whatever they wanted, and the more I did that the more they treated me like 
trash. “In coming years, I got more and more into pornography. I looked for random sexual encounters, but 
nothing was satisfying anymore, so I began recounting all the fantasies I had as a child of feeling like a boy. I 
thought I was never happy because I was supposed to be the man in the relationship. So I went to a trans-
gender group and was amazed that everyone was telling me how wonderful this is and how brave I was for 
coming out.’ “I began to take the hormones and at first, it was the greatest thing ever. I was on cloud nine. I 
began to grow a beard and sideburns. My voice began to get lower, even the body shape began to change. 
In 2009, I legally changed my name, and eventually later that year I went to have a double mastectomy with a 
chest reconstruction to look like a male and I thought it was the epitome of everything I’d ever wanted. I was 
really excited about the results, and I liked how I looked physically, but I realized that my surgery hadn’t made  
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me a man. I was legally a male, but I realised I was still the same person just without breasts. This was devastat-
ing to me ‘cause I really had believed that I would become a man.” “I had hardly talked to my parents in years 
but one day, my mum asked me to make a website for her Bible study and I didn’t have any interest in the Bible, 
but I thought okay, I’ll make a website for you. As I began to read her notes, I was blown away by what I was 
reading and I thought, I have never seen the Bible like this. 
 
I had always seen the Bible as God’s rule book. Now I could see a loving and faithful God, not the judgmental 
God that I had always seen before. I called her one day and I said, mum, you’ve got to explain this to me. I was 
so curious. I went from never talking to her to talking to her every single day. Then one day a crisis came up in 
my life and she said, ‘Honey you just need to trust the Lord’ and I was blown away at that moment. I had never 
heard my mum say that and I said mum what has happened to you, you are a totally different person from the 
one I grew up with. She had been radically transformed and it was at that moment that I knew the Gospel was 
true that I knew that Christ was alive and that there was a transforming power because I could see how my 
mum had been totally changed. That night I asked the Lord into my heart. 
 
But I really wanted to be a man of God. I thought I could still stay as a man because as much as I had realized I 
couldn’t be a man, I could not face being a female. There was so much pain attached because of what all those 
guys had done, all those lies I had believed all my life. I felt like it was a shameful thing to be a female.” “After 
about a month of crying out to the Lord, I had a clear vision of Jesus getting down on one knee. He reached His 
hand out and said, ‘Do you trust Me?’ I remember at that moment thinking, if I take His hand, I will have to 
leave everything. But I knew it was my only way out. I knew I was never going to have peace if I didn’t.” “So I 
took His hand and I walked away from my entire identity, my partner, my job, my financial security, the life that 
I had built for myself and left it all to follow Christ.” 
 
Source: CBNNews 

Genesis: 3.24 

 

He drove the man out 
and stationed the 
cherubim and the 
flaming, whirling sword 
east of the garden of 
Eden to guard the way 
to the tree of life.   



 Wednesday Nights (Online) 
Contact: Tim Gray 

timothygray000@gmail.com 
0448 660 291 

  
Wednesday Nights (Online) 

Contact: Chris Pretorius 
pastor@wpcrc.org.au 

0423 889 913 
  

Thursday Mornings (In person) 
Contact: Wendy Harrison 

wendy@tagroofing.com.au 
0407 801 630 

GROWTH GROUPS 

We have a number of growth groups in our church, please contact the person listed below to 
connect to one.   We have a few specific groups (noted below) as well as some general groups. 

Sunday afternoons (Afrikaans in person) 
Contact: Lourens Geldenhuys 

insightabs@bigpond.com 
0409 990 398 

  
Monday Nights (currently online) 

Contact Peter Williams 
pw4@live.com.au 

0431 500 006 
  

Wednesday Nights 
(Young Adults, hybrid in person and online) 

Contact: Kasha Schubert 
kasha.schubert@hotmail.com 

0450 012 177 
  

Wednesday Nights (In person) 
Contact: Lynette Pretorius 

pretorius.lynette@gmail.com 
0423 889 912 

PASTORAL CARE TEAM 
Most of our pastoral care takes place within our growth groups, but we also have a dedicated pastoral 
care team to supplement this. If you would like to be visited, please feel free to contact any of our pas-
toral care team  

Peter Williams  
0431 500 006 

 

Lourens Geldenhuys 
0409 990 398 

 

Jack Organtzoglou  
0403 377 559 

 

Martin Van der Merwe 
0458 908 148  

 

Harry Berends 
0421 302 418  

 

Neil Bester 
0429 569 149 

Kasha Schubert  
0450 012 177 

 

Lynette Pretorius 
0423 889 912 

 

Michelle Organtzoglou  
0488 777 517 

 

Joy Van Veen 
0409 199 840 

 

Ina Du Plessis 
0425 833 596 



CONNECT WITH US 

 
 

Newsletter Editors 
newsletter@wpcrc.org.au 

Enè Crous 
0450 211 133 

Neil Bester 
0429 569 149 

Gina Herft 
0411 694 316  

 
Treasurer 

Nelleke Arnold 
treasurer@wpcrc.org.au 

0448 469 569 
 

Child Safe Coordinator 
Lynette Pretorius 

0423 889 912 
 

 

Prayer Ministry 
prayer@wpcrc.org.au  

Herman Linde 
0411 069 808 

 
Music Ministry 
Mia Van Wyk 
0420 817 800 

 
Sunday School Coordinator 

Nicky Bester 
0439 084 987 

 
Audio Visual 

Cassie Van Veen 
0499 230 872 

 
Crèche ministry 

Abigail Remminga 
0497 370 820 

 
GEMS  

(primary aged girls group) 
Lynette Pretorius 

0423 889 912 
 

Kids Hope Coordinator 
Enè Crous 

0450 211 133 
 

CAP Money Course 
Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 
Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 14 
 

Pastor 
Chris Pretorius 
0423 889 913 

pastor@wpcrc.org.au 
 

Youth Pastor 
Tim Gray 

0448 660 291 
youth@wpcrc.org.au 

 

Chairman and Worship Services 
Peter Williams  
0431 500 006 

 

Finance 
Lourens Geldenhuys 

0409 990 398 
 

Growth Groups 
Jack Organtzoglou  

0403 377 559 
 

Martin Van der Merwe 
0458 908 148  

 

Harry Berends 
0421 302 418  

 

Neil Bester 
0429 569 149 

KEY CONTACT DETAILS 

ELDERS DEACONS MINISTRY LEADERS 

ADMINISTRATION 

Joy Van Veen 
0409 199 840 

 
Sandra Stork 
0418 592 206  

 
Lizet Kritzinger  
0405 762 190  

 
Dale Reed  

0412 216 300  
 
 

If you would like someone from church to connect with you, please fill in this page, tear it off and put it in the 
offering bag.  

Your name:         Contact number: 

Contact email: 

Notes: 

ADMINISTRATION 

Session Clerk & Church  
Administrator  

Currently vacant 
clerk@wpcrc.org.au   

admin@wpcrc.org.au 


