
 

 
 

August 15, 2021   -   “Living With Trust”   -   Proverbs 3:5-6  
 

OPEN 

 
Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding. 

In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight. 

 

Did you memorize this as a child?  Did you receive it on a birthday card?  In 
Proverbs we find concentrated instruction for all of life.  What is more, wisdom 
is found in Jesus Himself.  And wisdom leads us into to moral skillfulness.  
Thus far we have considered living in obedience (vv.1-2) and faith (vv.3-4).  
Do you remember our responsibility in faith?  How did you retain, retell, or 
record God’s kindness and truth this past week?  Today we tackle the topic of 
trusting God to guide our lives.  Do you rember what American poet Robert 
Frost has written facing the choice of one path over another? 
 

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood 
And sorry I could not travel both 
And be one traveler, long I stood 

And looked down one as far as I could 
To where it bent in the undergrowth 

 
Then took the other, as just as fair 

And having perhaps the better claim 
Because it was grassy and wanted wear 

Though as for that the passing there 
Had worn them really about the same 

 
And both that morning equally lay 

In leaves no step had trodden black 
Oh, I kept the first for another day 

Yet knowing how way leads on to way 
I doubted if I should ever come back. 

 
I shall be telling this with a sigh 

Somewhere ages and ages hence 
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I –  

I took the one less traveled by 
And that has made all the difference. 

DIG 

 
Frost’s phrases tend to put guidance for the future into an “either-or” formula – 
to the point that we sigh with sadness, about “could have been”. 
 
However, Proverbs 3:5-6 changes the focus from the path to a Person – God 
Himself who pledges to personally guide those who will trust in Him. 
 
The question is whether we will focus on that which is the perfect path or will 
we put our lives into God’s perfect care? 
 
These two verses unfold in a very similar fashion to verses 3-4.  We have an 
expectation followed by a promise.  In addition, the expectation 
(responsibility) is stated in three parts. 
 
 
One:  what is the prerequisite?     Verses 5-6a   
 
The command is “trust (batah) in Yahweh”.  What are the particulars of this 
prerequisite?  There are three ways in which we can meaningfully express our 
trust in God. 
 

• Sincerely – “with all your heart” (labe) which refers to the “inner man, 
mind, will, heart”.  Do we trust with a wholistic, sincere attitude? 
 

• Selflessly – “do not lean on your own understanding” (binah, 
sometimes “discernment”; “truth”.  We must consider carefully whether 
we are depending on human or divine resources.  
 

• Submissively – “in all your ways acknowledge Him” (yaw-dah') 
which means “to know” and speaks about giving over our will. 
 

In Renovation of the Heart, Dallas Willard (NavPress, 2002) comments, 
“Single-minded and joyous devotion to God and his will, to what God wants 
for us – and to service to him and to others because of him – is what the will 
transformed into Christlikeness looks like.” 
 
Are you placing your trust in God in these ways?  In his book Shade of His 
Hand (Marshall, Morgan, & Scott, 1962, 3) Oswald Chambers writes that “The 
Wisdom of the Hebrews does not…enter into speculating enquires…”   
 
How do you and I approach the wisdom found in Proverbs 3:5-6a?  Do we 
speculate on whether God has enough capacity or compassion to lead our 
lives? 
 
If we do not act sincerely, selflessly, and submissively we will fall short of 
trusting God as He deserves to be. 
 
 

 



Two:  what is the promise?     Verse 6b  
 
After trust there is blessing and the reward.  This is the fact that God has 
pledged to lead and guide our lives.  In verse 6b this has to do with the 
straightening of our paths.   
 
God’s call to trust Him comes first…then comes the clarity.  Think of God’s call 
upon people like Joshua, Gideon, David, Mary and many more.  First came 
the divine instructions to trust…the details come later. 
 
What God promises to do is “make straight” (yaw-shar') our “paths” (o'-rakh) 
meaning simply “a way”. 
 
But we must be careful as we define what a “smooth, straight, or right” way is.  
Consider four facts. 
 

1. Straight paths are contrasting.  A smooth way is presented in 
Proverbs as a way that is in sharp contrast to crooked or perverse 
paths of the wicked – see Proverbs 11:5 and 15:21. 
 

2. Straight paths are current.  God's guidance is something He is doing 
for us in real time.  It is not just about a desirable destination.  By 
living in submission to Him we are in the process of experiencing His 
guidance…even if we are “going, not knowing” like Abraham. 
 

3. Straight paths are challenging.  We must also not conclude that 
God is not leading us if the way diligence and perseverance.  If God’s 
part was only to “grant our wish” this proverb would be not much more 
than expedience and entitlement.  
 

4. Straight paths are correcting.  In Psalms 32:8-9 followers of God 
are promised He will lead and guide.  However, correction may be 
required – we must not be like the horse or mule.  Horses can be 
presumptions/impetuous; mules can be reluctant/resistant.  We must 
keep God’s pace! 

 
 

REFLECT 

 
 
Can you reflect back to a very 
significant occasion when you 
needed God’s guidance? 
 

Did you express trust in Him the 
way Proverbs 3:5-6 instructs? 

 
 

 
In Wales he is considered one of the greatest national poets.  He was a key 
leader of the 18th Century Welsh Revival.  Some regard him as one of the 
most influential figures in the history of Wales.  But to most of us, William 
Willams is the author of these words of trust in God’s guidance. 
 

Guide me, O my great Redeemer, pilgrim through this barren land; 

I am weak, but you are mighty; hold me with your powerful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me now and evermore. 

 

Open now the crystal fountain, where the healing waters flow. 

Let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through. 

Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer, ever be my strength and shield. 

 

 
 

 
Are you prepared to trust God sincerely, selflessly, and submissively?  When 
we are abandoned to His will, He will lead us in His way. 
 
 
In his blog Peter Scazzero writes of Ignatius of Layola’s trust in God… 
 

By indifference, he does not mean apathy or disinterest. He simply 

means we must become indifferent to anything but the will of God. 

Ignatius taught that the degree to which we are open to any outcome 

or answer from God is the degree to which we are ready to really hear 

what God has to say. If we are clutching or overly attached to one 

outcome versus another, we won’t hear God clearly. Our spiritual 

ears will be deafened by the racket of our disordered loves, fears, and 

attachments. In such a state, it is almost a forgone conclusion that we 

will confuse our will with God’s will.       read more 
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