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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher preaches & presides with Colleen Lissamer. 
Organ prelude - Nell Howard 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Welcome: Good morning, and welcome to this service of worship on this Twelfth Sunday after 
Pentecost.  My name is Paul Schumacher, and I am the interim priest-in-charge at the Church of 
The Advent during this time of transition.   
As we meet today, we begin by remembering the Songhees and Esquimalt nations, on whose 
traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their stewardship 
of the land and water, the plants, and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet today, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent years—
the community of faith known as Church of the Advent.  Let us greet one another with words 
and signs of welcome.  
Come, come with your doubts, your strengths, your weaknesses, and your fears, for God loves 
us all and all are welcome in this space. We invite you to come and join our readers, prayer 
leaders, music director and choir members, along with our technical team, as we offer prayer 
and praise to our Creator.   
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day: Scripture shares with us, “Hail, O favoured one, the Lord is with 
you! The Holy Spirit will come upon you.” 
 
Opening Hymn: CP #362 “Tell Out my Soul”  
(Text: Song of Mary; Timothy Dudley-Smith {1926-} Para. © 1962, renewal 1990 Hope Publishing Company. Music: 
Walter Greatorex {1877-1949}; desc. David Iliff {1939-}; alternate harmony Derek Homan{1931- }. Melody and 
Harmony © Oxford University Press. Desc © Hope Publishing Company) 

 
  Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
  Un-numbered blessings, give my spirit voice; 
  Tender to me the promise of his word; 
  In God, my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
 
  Tell out my soul, the greatness of his name! 
  Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
  His mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
  His holy name – the Lord, the mighty one. 
 
  Tell out my soul, the greatness of his might! 
  Powers and dominions lay their glory by; 
  Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
  The hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 
  Tell out my soul, the glories of his word! 
  Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
  Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
  To children’s children and forever more. 
 



Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Act of Praise:  (From the Lutheran Book of Worship) 
Gracious God, you have taken to yourself the blessed Virgin Mary, mother of your incarnate 
Son. May we who have been redeemed by his blood, share with Mary the glory of your eternal 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day:  God of all people, your loving arms reach out to embrace all those who call 
upon you. Teach us to love the world with compassion and grant us the will to stop the 
devastation of your gift of Creation. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 

THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  
 
Chat @ the Chancel   
 
Song: MV # 92 “Like a Rock”  
(Text: Keri K. Wehlander; Music: Linnea Good. Text and Music ©1999 Borealis Music.) 

 
  Like a rock, like a rock God is under our feet 

Like the starry night skies God is over our head 
Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before 
Like the river runs to ocean, our home is with God evermore. 

 
Psalm: 132: 6-10, 13-14 (BAS Pg. 889)  
 
6 ”The Ark! We heard it was in Ephratah; * 
we found it in the fields of Jearim. 
 
7 Let us go to God’s dwelling place; * 
let us fall upon our knees before his footstool.” 
 
8 Arise, O Lord, into your resting-place, * 
you and the ark of your strength. 
 
9 Let your priests be clothed with righteousness; * 
let your faithful people sing with joy. 



10 For your servant David’s sake, * 
do not turn away the face of your anointed. 
 
13 If your children keep my covenant 
and my testimonies that I shall teach them, * 
their children will sit upon your throne for evermore.” 
 
14 For the Lord has chosen Zion, * 
he has desired her for his habitation: 
 
Second Reading: Galatians 4:4-7 
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 
in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 
And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! 
Father!’ So, you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.  
 
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn of the Day: VU #16 “Mary, Woman of Promise”  
(Text: Mary Frances Fleisbaker [1988] Music: Alfred V. Fedak [1988]; © 1994 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.)  

 
  Mary, woman of promise,  

Bearer of your people’s dreams, 
  Through your open, willing spirit, 
  Waters of God’s goodness stream. 
 
  Mary, song of holy wisdom, 
  Sung before the world began, 
  Faithful to the Word within, 
  You carried out God’s wondrous plan. 
 
  Mary, Morningstar of justice, 
  Mirror of the Radiant Light, 
  In the shadows of life’s journey, 
  Be a beacon for our sight. 
 
  Mary, model of compassion, 
  Wounded by your offspring’s pain, 
  When our hearts are torn by sorrow, 
  Teach us how to love again. 
   



Mary, woman of the Gospel, 
  Precious home for treasured seed, 
  Help us to be true disciples, 
  Bearing fruit in word and deed. 
  
Gospel: Luke 2: 1-7   
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
And Mary said, 
‘My soul magnifies the Lord,  
   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,  
 for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 
   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  
 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
   and holy is his name.  
 His mercy is for those who fear him 
   from generation to generation.  
 He has shown strength with his arm; 
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  
 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
   and lifted up the lowly;  
 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
   and sent the rich away empty.  
 He has helped his servant Israel, 
   in remembrance of his mercy,  
 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
   to Abraham and to his descendants forever.’ 
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon: Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
 
Affirmation of Faith:   
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  



He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
 

I will end each petition with “In faith we pray to you, O God;” 
Please respond with “Lord, hear our prayer.” 

 
We need to be nourished by your word and sacrament O Lord, we pray for our church that we 
might both be willing to eat of your food and drink of your wine and in turn be food and drink 
for one another.  

In faith we pray to you, O God.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Because we live in evil days and often act like fools, we pray that our world may not continue in 
ignorance but discern what is truly good and just.  

In faith we pray to you, O God.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Because there are so many poor and hungry people in our world, we pray that we may be 
generous in giving, compassionate in serving, and sensitive in understanding the needs of 
others.  We pray for Bill, Christopher, Dianne, Sheila, Barb, Jamie, Kian, and Sierra.  I invite you 
now to pray aloud or silently for any others you hold in your heart.  

In faith we pray to you, O God.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord, we pray for all our Military, fire fighters, police, and all who put their lives in jeopardy 
every day to protect us. Keep them safe and return them to their loving families.  

In faith we pray to you, O God.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
All loving God, the source of all good gifts, we praise and thank you for your provident care.  
Hear the prayers we have made in faith.  As a gracious mother, feed us with the bread of life so 
we might abide with you forever.  We make this prayer as always through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners and invites them into his grace.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness.  
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.        



May the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good 
that you may do his will; working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and Saviour.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, And the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   
And may the blessing of the God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, be with you 
this day and forever more.  Amen. 
 
Shared Ministry:  
 
Commissioning Hymn: CP #435 “Take My Life and Let It Be”  
(Text: Frances Ridley Havergal {1836-1879}. Music: composer unknown.) 
 

  Take my life and let it be  
Consecrated, Lord, to thee, 

  Take my moments and my days,  
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
Take my hands, and let them move 
At the impulse of thy love, 
Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and purposeful for thee. 
 
 
 



Take my lips, and let them be 
Filled with messages from thee, 
Take my intellect and use 
Every power as thou shalt choose. 
 
Take my will and make it thine, 
It shall be no longer mine, 
Take my heart, it is thine own, 
It shall be thy royal throne. 
 
Take my love, my Lord 
I pour at thy feet its treasure store, 
Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for thee. 

 
Commissioning: Gracious God, you are overflowing with mercy and compassion. You lead back 
to yourself all those who go astray. Preserve your holy people in your loving embrace, that we 
may reject whatever is contrary to your Will and follow those things which sustain our lives in 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 
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TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for The Anglican Church of South Africa. 
Pray for Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, Anna our Bishop,  

& Paul our Interim Priest-In-Charge. 
Pray for S.  Mary,  Nanoose  Bay, & Diocese of Kootenay. 

In the Selkirk Region for Regional Chaplaincies in Hospital. 
 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Christopher, Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Barb, Jaimie,  

Dimas, Joan, Barb, Carol Ann, Garry, Bill, Kian, Sierra, & Mona. 
We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.   


