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LESSONS FROM FAMOUS LAST WORDS: 
DAVID’S HEART FOR GOD’S WORK

T E X T:  I  C H R O N I C L E S  2 9 : 1 - 5

David had a few things to say about God’s work. His whole desire was to 
further God’s work through the building of a permanent place for worship. 
Yet, God’s judgment on him was that he wasn’t going to be the one to 
accomplish it but his son was. In this part of Scripture, we see David’s final 
words to the people of God.

1. A right perspective

 a. David’s place in God’s work

  —  Vs. 1 “…whom alone God hath chosen…”

  —  “For David, after he had served his own generation by the will 
of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw 
corruption:” Act 13:36

 b. Solomon’s place in God’s work

  — Vs. 1 “…Solomon my son… is yet young and tender…”

   —  The mentality David had was that another to follow was to serve 
God in his time in his own way.

 c. God’s place in his work

  — Vs. 1 “…the palace is not for man, but for the Lord God.”

  — “ And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the 
preeminence.” Colossians 1:18

2. A robust preparation

 a. Prepared with his best

  —  Vs. 2 “…gold… silver… brass… iron… wood… onyx stones… 
glistering stones… precious stones… and marble stones in 
abundance.”

 b. Prepared for the future

  — “ A legacy is planting seeds in a garden you never get to see.”  
–A. Hamilton

3. A revealed principle

 — Vs. 3 “…because I have set my affection to the house of my God…”

 a. He was willing to pay the cost

  —  Vs. 3 “…I have of mine own… I have given…”

  — His affection was evidenced in what he gave.

4. A reciprocal presentation

 — Vs. 3-5 “…over and above all…”

 a. This was how he valued God.

5. A reasonable petition

 — The work is too great to do on our own. We need others. 

 a. Petition to separate for the work

  —  Consecrate: To set apart

 b. Petition to surrender for the work.

  — Service: labour toward a superior.

What a magnificent building the temple was under Solomon. How 
glorifying would that have been to the Lord? David didn’t get to see it, 
but he was a part of it. His passion shone through in what he said in his 
goodbye. Make God’s work a priority and do all you can to ensure its 
success!
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