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It has been good to be able to have 
some of you present at church for wor-
ship even as we have continued to live-
stream. We will continue to need to 
limit our in-person attendance for the 
time-being, especially in order to main-
tain physical distance in our worship 
space. I recognize that needing to wear 
masks and not being able to really sing 
is less than ideal. Still, we will make the 
best of it. For now, please try to let the 
office know in advance when you plan 
to attend worship in-person so we can 
be sure to be able to accommodate you. 
 
Finally, I want to return to gratitude. I 
give my deepest thanks to Carolyn 
Hawes, our Office Manager for many 
years, who is retiring as of May 7. She 
returned to the position after our previ-
ous hire did not work out, and she has 
been a sustaining force during this diffi-
cult year of pandemic. I encourage you 
to offer your own thanks to her. We 
plan to celebrate her retirement a little 
later this Summer when we might be 
able to gather face to face. 
 
In the grace and peace of Christ, 
Pastor Clark 
 
P.S.: I know most of you have been 
vaccinated. If you have not yet been 
vaccinated, I want to encourage you 
again to do so as soon as possible and if 
you have concerns or need more infor-
mation, please know you can talk to 
me. 
 
 

People of St. Timothy, I want to begin 
with simply expressing my deep grati-
tude to all of you for your patience and 
persistence over this last year plus of 
sheltering at home. We have wrestled 
with anxiety and isolation and it has not 
been easy. I know for myself, even to-
day, that it has been difficult at times to 
imagine a way forward, to trust that 
there is light ahead. But even as we have 
been physically separated, you have 
maintained your support for the church 
and for each other and for that I am truly 
grateful. 
 
After this year of stress, I realize we 
need to be more deliberate in this: to 
look for God’s grace coming into our 
daily lives, to recognize the goodness of 
our lives and of creation, and to pause 
and give thanks. It has been a difficult 
year, but God is still with us. It has been 
a painful and disorienting time, but 
grace still fills us moment after moment. 
It has just gotten harder to hear it be-
cause the noise of anxiety has become 
so loud. 
 
So, during this season of resurrection, I 
hope you can set aside some time to 
simply take in the goodness of God: in 
creation all around us, in the love of 
family and friends, in how we are pre-
served for our daily work and play, and 
in our everlasting support and life 
through the grace of God. The pain and 
struggles are real and yet, we are 
blessed. 
 
The Season of Easter continues and so 
our focus remains on the new life we 
receive and on how we may live it out 
more fully. This culminates with the 
Celebration of Pentecost on Sunday, 
May 23: the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit that then propels us into mission.  
 

GRATITUDE 
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UPDATES AND REMINDERS 
 
Service Commission— Providing a meal for I-Help for Women May 5th.  Meet at 5:00pm in church parking 
lot. You are welcome to join us just to catch up and say hello.   
 
Property Committee—No Meeting in May.   
 

Game Day—May 14 @ 1:00pm.  Hosted by Cheryl Plaskett.  Please call Cheryl if you need directions  

@ 383-9052.  Please join us! 
 
Thomas Carmen Food Pantry—Restarting on Tuesdays, May 18th from 3:00-6:00pm for loading bags 
and distributing.  Volunteers are needed please contact:  Debby-Love-Sudduth at: rd-sudd@comcast.net or 
408-499-4984. 
 
Council Meeting—No meeting in May.   Council Members:  Adrian Johannsen, President,  
Jim Helgason,  Vice President, Debby Love-Sudduth, Secretary,  Nicole Smith & Pastor Clark, Mem-
bers 
 
Sierra Pacific Synod—The 33rd Synod Assembly of the Sierra Pacific Synod will be held online using Zoom 
and Lumi Online Voting  May 6 - 8, 2021.  Attending are Pastor Clark, Nancy Opsata, & Steve Solomon.  
Streaming live on You Tube.  Link found on https://spselca.org/assembly/ 
 
 

 
 
 
 

THOMAS CARMAN FOOD PANTRY 
 
Volunteer to help Thomas Carman Food Pantry pro-
vide food for needy households and individuals. 
They are located at the Epiphany Lutheran and Epis-
copal Church at the corner of Carmel and California 
Avenues in Marina.  
 
In 2019 the Food Pantry distributed 5,165 bags of 
food, serving 14,610 people including 4,115 chil-
dren and 3,753 seniors. We have been helping them 
for more than 18 months! 
 
YOU CAN HELP! Sign up to volunteer on the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month from 3-6 pm loading and 
passing out bags in the church parking lot. Adults 
and children are welcome!  
 
Contact Debby Love-Sudduth at 408-499-4984 or 
email Rd-sudd@comcast.net 
 

https://spselca.org/assembly/
mailto:Rd-sudd@comcast.net
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KINDERGARTEN COMING TO ST. TIMOTHY'S 

 
  
The Council voted to lease to Great Beginnings Early Learning Center 525 square 
feet of the Social Hall for a kindergarten classroom of 15 students (maximum).  They 
will be using the carpeted space and extending into 5 feet of the tiled area.   

 
The classroom will be sectioned off  by portable dividers.  In order to secure the safety of the children, the 
Social Hall space will not be available from the hours of 8-5, Monday - Friday, with the exception of mem-
bers of the Altar Guild and Community Garden.  If you need to access the room, please use the stairs coming 
down from the Narthex.  REMEMBER, kindergarteners are EASILY distracted.   

 
GARAGE SALE 

 
 
You’re invited to a garage sale on Saturday, May 1, from 8AM-4PM at 
the home of Carrie Hoerauf, 1150 Patterson Lane in Pacific Grove.  You 
will find:  household goods, dishes, kitchenware, seasonal décor, vases, 
candles, tablecloths, linens, Christmas items, copperware, pillows, paint-
ings, frames, baskets, small furniture items, books, VHS, CDs, DVDs, 
vintage items.  This garage sale is one of 5 in the neighborhood (1148 

and 1150 Patterson Lane plus 1013/1028/1046 Benito Avenue).  Please stop by! 

CHANGES CALL FOR INNOVATION AND INNOVATION LEADS TO PROGRESS 
 
 
Changes are a fact of life and one of the changes at St. Timothy is a dissolution of the Altar Guild.  We 
need your help with these changes.  Our church sacristy, the room in a church (Sanctuary) where we pre-
pare for a service, and where vestments and other things used in worship are kept needs your help: 
 

• Could Ushers fill, change and light candles before worship? 
• Can the Assisting Minister set the communion table on the front Altar before worship? 
• Does anyone know of a florist who would donate or discount a weekly bouquet of flowers? 
•     Can church members volunteer and alternate setting up the nave, the part of a church that 
  accommodates the congregation as it receives communion? 
 
Any other innovative ideas?  Please contact Pastor Clark, Susan Smith, or Carolyn Hawes.  
 
  “Innovation is taking two things that exist and putting them together in a new way.” 



The Epistle 

1 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering online for the assemblies of the Rocky Mountain, North-
eastern Minnesota, Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana, Pacifica and Greater Milwaukee synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, 
guide and encourage them in choosing leaders, proclaiming the gospel, growing the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s 
work in an ever-changing world. 
 
2 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering online for the assemblies of the Oregon and Arkansas-
Oklahoma synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in choosing leaders, proclaiming the gospel, growing 
the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-changing world. 
 
3 Throughout Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, give thanks for the rich heritage, gifts, cultures and contributions to our 
nation and church of our Asian and Pacific Islander neighbors and siblings in Christ. Ask God to bless and further the work and 
witness of ELCA Asian and Pacific Islander Ministries and the ELCA’s Association of Asians and Pacific Islanders. 
 
4 Pray for an end to the gun violence that has become commonplace in our country, and ask God for the wisdom, will and courage 
to advocate and work for laws and solutions that honor and protect God’s gift of life, for the sake of our neighbors and communi-
ties.  
 
5 Pray that we will be fearless, selfless and generous in our love and concern for one another because of the love God has revealed 
to us through Jesus Christ and the work of the Spirit within us. 
 
6 Pray for leaders of outdoor ministries and congregational summer ministries as they ponder how to safely share the gospel, nur-
ture faith, and serve children, youth and families this summer. 
 
7 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering online for the assemblies of the New Jersey and Sierra 
Pacific synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in choosing leaders, proclaiming the gospel, growing the 
church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-changing world. 
 
8 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering online for the Southeastern Minnesota Synod Assembly, 
that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in choosing leaders, proclaiming the gospel, growing the church, serving 
our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-changing world. 
 
9 There is so much talk of love in the gospel message! Ask God to help us live fully the love we know in Jesus Christ, and pray 
that it will shine brightly in the world so all may know that God is love. 
 
10 Ask God to grant an extra measure of faith, strength, hope, resourcefulness and resilience to those recovering and rebuilding 
after natural disasters and severe weather. Pray that we will listen carefully to them and respond helpfully to their immediate and 
long-term needs.  
 
11 “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises,” for God has done amazing and 
wonderful things! 
 
12 Pray that we will not forget nations or regions where conflict, civil war or other turmoil spread violence, displacement, suffer-
ing and despair; pray that leaders will seek just and peaceful solutions and reconciliation and attend to people needing safety and 
relief. Ask the Spirit to help us respond to these crises, especially through supporting Lutheran Disaster Response, ELCA World 
Hunger and Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service.  
 
13 Ascension of Our Lord  Give thanks that we have not been left alone in the world to fend for ourselves, but that Jesus gives us 
purpose and that the Spirit equips and guides us to participate in God’s work in the world.  
 
14 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering online for the assemblies of the Northern Great Lakes, 
East-Central Wisconsin, Southwestern Washington and Saint Paul Area synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encour-
age them in choosing leaders, proclaiming the gospel, growing the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-
changing world. 
 

             PRAYER VENTURES 
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15 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering online for the assemblies of the Northwest Wash-
ington, North/West Lower Michigan and Southeast Michigan synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage 
them in choosing leaders, proclaiming the gospel, growing the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-
changing world. 
 
16 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  Set aside time each day this week to join Christians around the world as we pray for 
unity. Let this year’s theme verse, from the Gospel of John, inspire you: “Abide in my love, and you will bear much fruit.” 
 
17 Give thanks and praise to God that, through the Spirit, we find words to proclaim the good news of Jesus, that all who lis-
ten may believe and experience new life, joy and freedom in Christ. 
 
18 Thank God for our special relationship with the United Church of Christ, a full communion partner with the ELCA since 
1997. Pray for the church, its members and its leaders, and pray that together we will find strength and new resources for the 
work of sharing the gospel and serving our neighbor, especially in these uncertain and challenging times. 
 
19 Ask God to renew our self-discipline, patience, empathy, and spirit of community concern and care as we continue to fight 
the spread of COVID-19 and respond to its impact. 
 
20 Give thanks that, at some point in our lives, the Spirit opened our hearts and minds to the testimony and invitation of our 
siblings in Christ, that we might be baptized into a new life in Jesus, follow the ways and commandments of God and experi-
ence the joy of eternal life.  
 
21 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering online for the assemblies of the Northwestern Min-
nesota, Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast and Southeastern Iowa synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them 
in choosing leaders, proclaiming the gospel, growing the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-
changing world. 
 
22 Pray for teachers and school staff who continue to adapt to changing education dynamics and requirements because of the 
pandemic. Ask God to grant them wisdom, creativity, patience, strength and renewed passion for their vocation as they serve 
students of all ages and abilities. 
 
23 Day of Pentecost  Praise God that the Spirit is present in our lives, helping us remain faithful, equipping us for our baptis-
mal journey, inspiring us to share the gospel, filling us with love and compassion, and guiding us in everything we do. 
 
24 Give thanks for the gifts, traditions, perspectives, insights and leaders of our global companions, which enrich our church, 
ministries and leaders. 
 
25 The Spirit of God moves and works throughout the world, through every language, culture, human gift and life experience, 
to spread the good news of Jesus Christ and of God’s amazing love for humankind. Praise God! 
 
26 Pray that the Spirit will renew and equip us for the difficult work of understanding, bridging and mending the differences 
and schisms in our communities and nation. Pray that God will make us bold in our witness as people of faith, yet humble, 
empathetic and caring as we listen to and talk with one another. 
 
27 Give thanks for the Spirit, which helps us when we are weak, sustains our faith when we are uncertain and pleads for us 
“with sighs too deep for words” when we aren’t sure how to speak with God. 
 
28 Mission Builders is a ministry related to the ELCA that provides opportunities for retired people to use their skills and 
gifts to help congregations, schools, camps and social ministry organizations construct or improve their facilities. Give thanks 
for Mission Builder volunteers who travel the country to serve the church, share their faith and inspire others to service. 
 
29 As we return to restaurants and other places where we socialize around food, remember in prayer those who suffer hunger 
and food insecurity across our nation and world. Ask the Spirit to strengthen our commitment to end hunger, advocate for our 
neighbors in need and bring hope and relief. 
 
30 Trinity Sunday  Pray that God will help us live with and value the Holy Trinity and other mysteries of our faith that far 
exceed our ability to comprehend. 
 
31 Memorial Day  Remember, mourn and give thanks for men and women in the military who gave their lives for justice, 
peace and the freedom of our country and all nations. 
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Rosa Lopez 5/24 

Helen Edwards 5/31 

 

Jeff Nagel 5/11 

Carolyn Hawes 5/13 

Delores Heyl 5/20 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2   Worship  

Service 

10:00am 

Online  & 

In-Person 

3 4 5   Bible 
Study 2pm via 
Zoom 
 
I-Help 5:00pm 

6   Thursday 

Evening Class 
6:30pm via 

Zoom 

7 
Game Day 

1:00pm 

8 

9  Worship  

Service 

10:00am 

Online  & 

In-Person 

10 11 12   Bible   
Study 2pm via 
Zoom 

 

13  Thursday 

Evening Class 
6:30pm via 

Zoom 

14 15 

16 Worship  

Service 

10:00am 

Online  & 

In-Person 

17 18 19    Bible 
Study 2pm via 
Zoom 

20 Thursday 

Evening Class 
6:30pm via 

Zoom 

21 22 

23 Worship  

Service 

10:00am 

Online  & 

In-Person 

24 25 26    Bible 
Study 2pm via 
Zoom 

27  Thursday 

Evening Class 
6:30pm via 

Zoom 

28 29 

30 Worship  

Service 

10:00am 

Online  & 

In-Person 

31      
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