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Lesson 19: Deeper Study on the Signs of Christ Return in the 

Olivet Discourse – Part 1 

1. Deeper Study on the Signs of the End:  

 

a. False Prophets and Teachers and Compromised Believers: 

i. (CGN) “Take heed that you are not deceived. For many will come in My 

name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and ‘The time has drawn near.’ and will 

deceive many. Therefore, do not go after them. 

 

a. Deceive: This word “deceive” tells us that there will be a mass 

divergence from time-tested biblical standards. By using this word in 

Matthew 24:4, Jesus was foretelling that a moment was coming when 

society would move away from the long-affirmed laws of Scripture. 

Although He specified many signs to indicate the conclusion of the 

age, Christ declared that this mass divergence from truth — and 

worldwide moral wandering — would be the first, foremost, and 

primary sign to alert us that the end was near. That is precisely why 

He named it first in His list of signs that would authenticate we have 

entered the wrap-up of the age.  

 

The words of Matthew 24:4 are intended to let us know that those 

who live at the very end of the age will see moral confusion in society 

as deception attempts to engulf humanity with misinformation about 

what is morally right and wrong. (Renner) 

 

ii. (CGN) “The days will come when you desire to see one of the days of the Son 

of Man, and you will not see it. Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the 

Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it.  For false christs and false prophets will 

rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 

See, I have told you beforehand. “Therefore, if they say to you, ‘Look, He is in 

the desert!’ do not go out; or ‘Look, He is in the inner rooms!’ do not believe 

it. For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also 

will the coming of the Son of Man be. And they answered and said to Him, 

“Where, Lord?” So, He said to them, “Wherever the body is, there the eagles 

will be gathered together.” 

 

a. MANY FALSE PROPHETS WILL APPEAR. As the last days draw to a 

close, false teachers and preachers will be very common... They will 

gain influence in the church by claiming to have “new” revelations 

and solutions to serious problems. Yet they will deny the proven 

teachings of God’s written Word (i.e., the Bible) as the answer to 

these issues. Much of Christianity will be in a spiritually rebellious and 
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unfaithful condition. Those who are totally committed to living by the 

truth and standards of God’s Word will be in the minority.  

 

(1) Many who claim to be loyal Christians will accept “new revelation” 

even though it conflicts with God’s Word as revealed in the Bible. This 

will lead to contention and opposition to Biblical truth within 

churches (see 1Ti 4:1…; 2Ti 3:8; 4:3-4…). Those who preach a 

distorted message may even gain important and crucial leadership 

positions in influential church organizations and theological schools 

where students are trained in the study of religion, God and his 

relationship to the world (see 7:22, note). Their positions will enable 

them to deceive and mislead many within the church (see Gal 1:9…; 

2Ti 4:3-4…; 2Pe 3:3-4). 

 

(2) Throughout the world, millions will be involved in the occult (i.e., 

Satanic forms of worship, rituals and magic), astrology (i.e., the study 

of the stars with the belief that their motions affect human beings), 

witchcraft, spiritism (i.e., the belief that the spirits of the dead can 

communicate with the living) and satanism. Through these activities, 

the influence of demons and evil spirits will multiply greatly (see 1Ti 

4:1...). 

 

(3) Protection against being deceived is found only through an 

enduring faith and love for Christ and in an unwavering commitment 

to the absolute authority of his Word (vv. 4, 11, 13, 25). For this 

reason, it is critically important to know God’s Word (see 1Ti 4:16…). 

(Fire Bible: A Study Bible for Spirit-led Living, 2001) 

 

iii. 2 Tim. 3:13 (NKJV)  But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, 

deceiving and being deceived. 

 

iv. 2 Thess. 2:3 (NKJV) Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, not to be soon shaken 

in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as 

though the day of Christ had come. Let no one deceive you by any means; for 

that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin 

is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above all 

that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of 

God, showing himself that he is God. 

 

a. Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the apostle Paul also 

prophesied that a mass deception would occur at the end of the 

period as a precursor to Christ’s return. In Second Thessalonians 2:11, 

Paul specifically stated that at the conclusion of this period, a vast 

percentage of the population of the world would be controlled by 

“delusion.” In this verse in Second Thessalonians, the Holy Spirit 
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prophesied that a last-days society worldwide will become beguiled, 

seduced, and duped. All of these words are contained in this word 

“delusion.” This prophesied period of deception will be so intense 

that people will believe what is false over what is obviously true, even 

denying facts and truths that are common sense and that nature itself 

teaches (see Romans 1:20). (Renner) 

 

b. THAT DAY WILL NOT COME UNTIL. Paul explains the events that will 

signal the beginning of “the day of the Lord” (see 1Th 5:2…). He also 

refers to the destruction of the man of lawlessness and to the 

spiritual rebellion and ungodliness that will increase in the end times. 

The sequence of events is as follows:  

 

(1) Throughout the entire church age (i.e., following Christ’s 

resurrection and ascension back to heaven [or some say from 

Pentecost, Act 2] to the time when he takes his faithful followers 

from the earth), a “secret power of lawlessness” (v. 7) is at work, 

reminding us that the end is coming. Evil will become increasingly 

unrestrained (i.e., held back less and less) as history draws to a close.  

 

(2) As that power becomes stronger, spiritual rebellion and 

abandonment of faith in the church will reach major proportions (v. 3; 

cf. Mt 24:12; 2Ti 4:3-4).  

 

(3) The restrainer (i.e., “the one who now holds it back”) of the 

“secret power” is then taken out of the way (vv. 6-7). That is to say, 

any godly restraint against wickedness will be lifted, and evil will be 

free to take an even greater toll on the people of the earth. This will 

likely happen at the same time as faithful believers in the church are 

being taken from the world…  

 

(4) Next, “the man of lawlessness”–the antichrist–is revealed (vv. 3-4, 

7, 9-10…).  

 

(5) The apostasy (i.e., spiritual rebellion and faithlessness) reaches its 

climax in total rebellion against God and his Word. Because they 

reject him, “God sends a powerful delusion” (v. 11), allowing people 

to come under the influence of extreme deception “so that they will 

believe the lie” (vv. 9-11).  

 

(6) Later, the man of lawlessness is destroyed, along with all “who 

have delighted in wickedness” (v. 12); this occurs at Christ’s return to 

earth after the tribulation period (v. 8; Rev 19:20-21…) (Fire Bible: A 

Study Bible for Spirit-led Living, 2001) 
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v. 2 Tim.4:1-4 (NKJV) I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus 

Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His 

kingdom: Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, 

rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come 

when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own 

desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves 

teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned 

aside to fables. 

 

a. Six Last-Day Characteristics 

1. They will not endure sound doctrine (2Ti_4:3). 

2. They will increase in lusts and sin (2Ti_4:3). 

3. They will add one teacher to another, or wander about 

from church to church to find those who will not insist on 

their getting rid of sins and sinful pleasures (2Ti_4:3). 

4. They will having itching ears, desire speakers who will 

tickle their ears and excuse their passions in the name of 

religion. 

5. They will turn away their ears from truth which strips 

them of sin and demands their wholehearted 

consecration to Christ (2Ti_4:4). 

6. They will turn to fables and false religions that pamper 

the flesh and condone sin. (Dake) 

 

b. WILL NOT PUT UP WITH SOUND DOCTRINE. Throughout the history 

of the church, there have always been those who refuse to listen to 

and support teaching that challenges or contradicts their selfish and 

ungodly behaviors. Yet, as the end draws near, such defiance will 

grow worse (cf. 3:1-5; 1Ti 4:1).  

 

(1) “Men will not put up with sound doctrine” (v. 3). Many will claim 

to be Christians, gather at churches and appear to honor God, but 

they will not tolerate true NT faith with its emphasis on the 

demonstration of the Holy Spirit’s power and its call to moral purity 

and separation from the ungodly practices that are common in the 

world (3:5; cf. Ro 1:16…). 

 

(2) “They will turn their ears away from the truth” (v. 4). Many within 

Christian churches no longer tolerate sound Bible-based preaching 

that boldly defends the truth and takes a firm stand against sin. Those 

who turn from the truth and compromise the principles of God’s 

Word will want preaching that gives approval to their lifestyles, does 

not challenge their behavior and demands less than full devotion to 

Christ (cf. 2:18; 3:7-8; 1Ti 6:5; Tit 1:14). They will not accept God’s 

Word when it speaks of sin (see Ro 6:2…), repentance (see Mt 3:2, …), 

judgment and the necessity of holiness (i.e., moral purity, spiritual 
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wholeness, separation from evil and dedication to God; cf. 3:15-17; 

Jer 5:31; Eze 33:32). 

 

(3) “They will gather around them a great number of teachers to say 

what their itching ears want to hear” (v. 3). These insincere seekers 

will not look for pastors who live by and preach the standards of 

God’s Word (cf. 1:13-14; 1Ti 3:1-10). Instead, they will look for leaders 

who accept and approve of the same self-seeking and worldly desires. 

They will choose preachers who are eloquent and entertaining 

speakers, whose messages reassure them that they can remain a 

follower of Christ though their behavior clearly contradicts the 

standards and principles of God’s Word (cf. Ro 8:4-13; 2Pe 2). 

 

(4) The Holy Spirit warns all who remain faithful to God and his Word 

to expect persecution and suffering for their faith (3:10-12; Mt 5:10-

12). They must separate themselves from churches and people who 

claim to follow Christ but who deny any aspect of God’s power or his 

Word or who support preaching that compromises the true message 

of Christ as found in the Bible (3:5; see Gal 1:9, note; 1Ti 4:1-2; 2Pe 

2:1; Jude 1:3; Rev 2:24). We must be loyal to the NT message of 

Christ, and we must pray for and support God’s faithful ministers who 

preach and teach it. By doing this, we can be assured of close 

companionship with Christ (Rev 3:20-22) and times of spiritual 

refreshing from the Lord (Ac 3:19-20). (Fire Bible: A Study Bible for 

Spirit-led Living, 2001) 

 

c. THE TRUTH. God’s written Word must be our guide to truth and our 

uncompromised rule of faith and conduct...  

 

(1) We must use God’s Word as our full and sufficient guide and 

standard by which to judge all we believe and do.  

 

(2) There are some in the church who base their beliefs and behaviors 

on new revelations, personal experiences, miracles, success, human-

centered goals or ideas that have no solid Bible-based confirmation. 

This will be one of Satan’s primary means of deceiving people in the 

last days… (Fire Bible: A Study Bible for Spirit-led Living, 2001) 

 

vi. 2 Pet. 2:1-3 (NKJV) But there were also false prophets among the people, 

even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in 

destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on 

themselves swift destruction. And many will follow their destructive ways, 

because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. By covetousness 

they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment 

has not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber. 
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a. THERE WILL BE FALSE TEACHERS AMONG YOU. The Holy Spirit 

repeatedly warns that there will be many false teachers within the 

churches. These warnings against destructive beliefs and teachings 

among God’s people began with Jesus (see Mt 24:11, …; 24:24-25) 

and were continued by the Holy Spirit through Paul (see 2Th 2:7…; 

1Ti 4:1…; 2Ti 3:1-5), Peter (vv. 1-22), John (1Jn 2:18; 4:1; 2Jn 1:7-11), 

Jude (Jude 1:3-4, 12, 18) and Christ’s letters to the seven churches 

found in the NT book of Revelation (see Rev 2:2, 6…) (Fire Bible: A 

Study Bible for Spirit-led Living, 2001) 

 

vii. 2 Pet. 3:3-4 (NKJV) knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, 

walking according to their own lusts, and saying, “Where is the promise of 

His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were 

from the beginning of creation.” 

 

viii. You Have Holy Spirit’s Power to Remain Faithful  

a. The changes taking place in the world in the closing days will result in 

one of two choices for every believer: a decision to accommodate the 

world — or a refusal to compromise. Riding the fence will no longer 

be an option. Those who make no room for compromise may face the 

backlash of a society that grows increasingly intolerant of those who 

stand for moral absolutes. However, faithful and unwavering 

believers can also expect the empowering of the Holy Spirit to uphold 

them and cause them to ultimately triumph in Christ who gives them 

strength.  

 

Never forget that you have the power of the Holy Spirit within you. If 

you’ll surrender to His indwelling presence, He will give you the 

strength needed to remain faithful and unwavering in spite of a world 

that is changing all around you.  

 

The moral climate is dramatically shifting, as Scripture prophesied it 

would at the conclusion of the age. But we who refuse to make room 

for compromise in our faith must hold our position with confidence, 

understanding that we have been ordained by God to live in this 

hour. We were chosen for this moment to demonstrate victorious 

living in Jesus Christ — by His all-sufficient grace — in a world that has 

run amuck. (Renner) 

 

b. Increase of wars, famines and earthquakes  

 

i. (CGN) You will hear of wars and rumors of wars and commotions. See that 

you are not troubled or terrified; for all these things must come to pass first, 

but the end will not come immediately. For nation will rise against nation, 

and kingdom against kingdom. 
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a. In Luke 21:9, where we find Jesus’ same discourse to the disciples 

about end-time events, He also prophesied that there would be a rise 

in “commotions.” That verse says, “But when ye shall hear of wars 

and commotions, be not terrified….” The word “commotions” 

describes instability as a result of upheavals of a societal, political, or 

militaristic nature. It could include any activity that sends society 

reeling as a result of its unpredictable nature. Jesus said that when 

you hear of these things, “…Be not terrified….” This word “terrified” is 

a translation of a Greek word that means to experience extreme 

horror or fright as the result of something that startles or alarms. 

(Renner) 

 

ii. (CGN) And there will be great earthquakes in various places, and famines and 

pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and great signs from heaven. 

 

a. World Hunger: According to a report from 2016 World Hunger and 

Poverty Facts and Statistics, more than 250,000 people die every year 

around the world from hunger and hunger-related causes. Another 

shocking report is that between 250,000 to 500,000 children become 

blind each year due to vitamin deficiency caused by extreme 

undernourishment — and half of those die within a year of their 

blindness. Besides the people who actually starve to death, millions 

more languish in undernourished conditions. Instead of living with 

vibrancy and hope for the future, their lives have halted to a standstill 

as they focus solely on where to obtain food for themselves and their 

loved ones so they can continue to subsist.  

 

Think of the famines that have purged millions of people from the 

planet in various parts of the world — even in our lifetime. The 

images of starving children and adults have been paraded before us 

on television and other media to bring the stark reality of this 

suffering to the forefront of our minds. In many parts of the world, 

the lack of food and clean water — or the lack of any water at all — is 

an unimaginable crisis. Despite the wonderful efforts by many 

charitable organizations, the problems associated with hunger, 

malnutrition, and disease as a result of no water or dirty water has 

grown worse in recent years. 

 

Currently our planet has a population of approximately 7.6 billion 

people. According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations, approximately 1 in 9 — or about 815,000,000 people 

— suffer from chronic undernourishment. That means all these 

people lack the food necessary to maintain normal health. To help 

you understand the approximate size of that number, think of the 

population of the entire European continent — and then add to that 
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the populations of California and Texas combined! (Renner) 

 

b. Effects of War: A world at war produces one worldwide calamity after 

another, one of which is famine and shortages of food. Many factors 

contribute to food shortfalls in different parts of the world, but the 

impact of wars and ethnic, political, and religious conflicts is huge on 

this heartbreaking issue of famine and hunger.  

 

Exacerbating the hunger issue is the growing number of displaced 

people who live in countries rife with continued conflicts and fighting. 

As political and religious ideologies collide on an increasing level, the 

number of refugees is increasing commensurately, and the problem 

of impoverishment and hunger is growing right along with it.  

 

Right now there are more than one billion people on the earth who 

earn less than $1.25 a day. These meager earnings make it almost 

impossible for them to purchase even small “doses” of food to sustain 

their lives. World hunger is being felt all over the planet — and it is a 

sign that Jesus said we would witness just before the end of the age.  

(Renner) 

 

c. Famines:  [W]hen Jesus used “famines” to forecast a scarcity of grain 

and widespread hunger in the last days, He was additionally 

forecasting that a time would come at the end of the age when 

economic shortfalls and deficits would be so immense that these 

famines would affect global economies. This was a prediction of 

financial instability at the end of the age. 

 

Mark’s gospel adds an additional word to this prediction of end-time 

famines that will give us more insight into Christ’s prediction of 

financial instability in the last days. In Mark 13:8, the writer recorded 

that Jesus said, “…There shall be famines and troubles....”  

 

The word “troubles” is from a Greek word that means to be troubled, 

stirred up, agitated, anxious, or upset. It could be translated as the 

word “distress,” thus picturing people who are distressed about 

something deeply disturbing or troubling.  

 

Because Jesus used the word “famine” — or scarcity — in the plural 

form, He let us know that such financial shakings would be repeated 

again and again. He was prophetically forecasting that financial 

instability would become more and more common as we draw closer 

to the end of the age. In other words, the earth at that time in history 

would exist in a state of being financially troubled, stirred up, 

agitated, anxious, and upset.  
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So in addition to hunger itself, Jesus was also forecasting deficits, 

economic shortages, and financial hardships will affect the earth and 

serve as another indicator that we are speeding toward the close of 

the age and the soon return of Christ for His Church. (Renner) 

 

d. Pestilence: Jesus forewarned that at the very end of the age, there 

would be an emergence and proliferation of diseases. He said, “There 

shall be pestilences” (see Matthew 24:7).  

 

The word “pestilence” is a Greek medical term that described disease. 

However, in Matthew 24:7, the word is used in its plural form. This 

means Jesus predicted that a phenomenon would develop at the end 

of the age in which multiple sicknesses and diseases would 

simultaneously appear.  

 

Many different kinds of pestilences have emerged over the centuries, 

but in Matthew 24:7, as well as in Luke 21:11, Jesus prophesied about 

sicknesses and diseases, plural, to let us know that numerous such 

diseases would emerge in the very last days.  

 

… In addition to normal strains of disease that medical science 

regularly combats, today science is struggling to fight the onslaught of 

newly emerging infectious diseases. These are often actually old 

diseases that have had life breathed into them again. Such 

reemerging diseases have the potential to affect massive populations 

across the earth...  (Renner) 

 

e. Epidemics: The U.N.’s World Health Organization (WHO) states that 

many potential epidemic and pandemic pestilences already exist in 

latent states. This means many life-threatening diseases are lying 

dormant and could be awakened at any moment to swiftly invade the 

human race. If even one or two of these epidemics became activated 

and found a way into the world’s population, what could happen in a 

very brief period of time is unthinkable. The mere thought of this 

possibility has scientists and the medical world in a constant state of 

urgency.  

 

The World Health Organization defines an “emerging disease” as one 

that appears in a population for the first time — or one that may have 

existed previously, but is rapidly increasing in incidence or geographic 

range. The website of WHO reports:  

 

“In this stage of history, professionals predict that directly before us 

will be the emergence of new infectious diseases and that the 

reemergence of ‘old’ diseases will have a significant impact on health. 

A number of factors will influence this development: travel and trade, 
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microbiological resistance, human behavior, breakdowns in health 

systems, and increased pressure on the environment. Social, political, 

and economic factors that cause the movement of people will 

increase contact between people and microbes, and environmental 

changes caused by human activity all will contribute to the spread of 

disease. The overuse of antibiotics and insecticides, combined with 

inadequate or deteriorating public health infrastructures, will hamper 

or delay responses to increasing disease threats.” (Renner) 

 

f. Pandemic: Consider what we have witnessed with COVID-19 

 

g. Earthquakes: in 2004 — that a violent underwater earthquake 

occurred in the Indian Ocean, off the coast of Sumatra in Indonesia, 

that literally shook the whole planet. Several tsunamis were triggered 

as a result, raising the death toll to more than 225,000 people in 15 

countries and making this cataclysm one of the deadliest natural 

disasters in world history… 

 

According to long-term records dating from about 1900, the USGS 

expects approximately 16 major earthquakes in any given year — 15 

in the magnitude-7.0 range and 1 in the magnitude-8.0 range or 

greater...  

 

The year with the largest total was 2010, with 24 earthquakes greater 

than or equal to magnitude 7.0. However, in other years in that 38-

year span, totals were well below the 16-per-year number expected, 

based on long-term averages. For example, the year 1989 saw only 6 

major earthquakes worldwide, and 1988 saw only 7 earthquakes... 

 

In the year 2012 alone, the annual number of earthquakes in the 2.0-

2.9 range was estimated at 1,300,000. In addition to these 

earthquakes, today’s sophisticated technology also shows that there 

are currently an estimated 500,000 smaller tremors occurring each 

year and that they are shaking every corner of the earth. (Renner) 

 

h. Fearful Sights:  The words “fearful sights” are a mystery. This phrase 

comes from a Greek word that depicts fright, horror, or something 

that is scary. In fact, ancient Greek writers actually used this word to 

describe monsters, as these words conjure up horrific images and 

palpable feelings of dread and horror… 

 

One previously unimaginable possibility that has arisen in the modern 

age is the advent of a horrific scientific or technological development.  

 

The idea that technology could unleash profound devastation comes 

as no surprise in the modern era. The Twentieth Century saw the first 
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atomic bombs dropped at the close of World War II and the 

subsequent proliferation of nuclear weapons across the globe. Today 

many countries possess the means to wreak unthinkable devastation 

upon their enemies, and any such attack would have a profound 

impact on the fragile stability of the geopolitical system.  

 

To date, no such attack has occurred since the U.S. atomic-bomb 

attack of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. However, rising geopolitical 

tensions have begun to erode this sense of safety — and many 

analysts speculate that the world could be closer to the brink of a 

nuclear catastrophe than at any time since the Cold War.  

 

Certainly, the total destruction unleashed by a nuclear blast and the 

ensuing aftermath caused by radioactive fallout would classify as 

horrific, monstrous, and scary. Other possibilities exist as well. For 

example, virulent superbugs and weaponized chemical agents have 

been engineered at the behest of nations. Although kept under lock 

and key, the results would be catastrophic if a population was ever 

exposed to them. (Renner) 

 

i. Consider Hybrids: Our scientific communities around the world are 

mixing human and animal DNA. 

1. Trying to increase size of the amount of meat from 

animals such as pigs.  

a. They mixed human DNA with a pig and 

produced horrible looking creatures that has a 

back and ribs like a man and no head. 

2. Super Soldiers.  

a. Researching mixing of animals with humans to 

create soldiers that have super-human abilities.  

b. Mixing spider DNA to create bullet proof skin. 

c. Mixing with nocturnal mammals for night 

vision. 

 

j. Great Signs from Heaven: The Greek word for “great” in this verse 

describes something that can have a mega impact. It depicts 

something that has a monumental, far-reaching, and deep impact on 

the earth itself and its citizenry. Whatever these “great signs” are, 

they will appear “from heaven” — from the heavens, or sky — and it 

seems that much of the entire human race will be aware of them. 

When we see these signs, we should realize that we are on the 

precipice of something we’ve never encountered before.  

 

Conjecture about the phrase “great signs from the heavens” can be 

endless. For example, some scientists suggest the possibility of solar 

flares with the capacity of short-circuiting electrical connections and 
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communications — including completely shutting down the Internet 

— a cataclysmic event that would disrupt life on the entire planet.  

 

Could the phrase “great signs from the heavens” be Jesus’ way of 

prophetically speaking about a meteor or an asteroid that collides 

with the earth and creates vast destruction? Is it possible that “great 

signs from heaven” refers to nuclear bombs that descend from 

“heaven” and fall upon the planet? Or could these signs be something 

beyond the scope of our present imagination?  

 

One thing is certain — the words Jesus chose in Luke 21:11 

emphatically mean these “great signs” will descend from the 

heavens. In other words, before this age concludes, there will be 

some type of event, or series of events, descending from the heavens 

that will have a great impact on the population of the earth. (Renner) 

 

c. You will be Hated: 

 

i. (CGN) And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But not a hair of your 

head shall be lost. 

 

a. YOU WILL BE HATED. All followers of Christ should expect trouble and 

opposition during their time on earth. Suffering because of our loyalty 

to Christ and his Word is a natural part of the Christian faith, and it 

can actually make us stronger (cf. Jn 15:20; 16:33; Ac 14:22; Ro 5:3; 

see Mt 5:10…; 2Ti 3:12…). (Fire Bible: A Study Bible for Spirit-led 

Living, 2001) 

 

d. Persecution of God’s People:  

 

i. (CGN) But watch out for yourselves. Before all these things, they will lay their 

hands on you and persecute you, for they will deliver you up to councils, and 

you will be beaten in the synagogues. You will be brought before kings and 

rulers for My name’s sake. When they arrest you and deliver you up, do not 

worry as it will turn out for you as an occasion for testimony.  

 

a. Afflicted 

 

The word “afflicted” in Matthew 24:9 is the Greek word thlipsis, 

which always describes pressure, stress, or stressful situations. We 

could say that thlipsis is a picture of one who feels trapped and 

unable to move, with so much pressure upon him that he is barely 

able to breathe. This word describes pressure that is very difficult to 

bear.  

 

The word thlipsis, for example, could refer to pressure from family 
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and friends, to hostile reactions from fellow workers, or to loss of 

employment due to one’s faith. In other words, thlipsis pictures 

“event piled upon event” to cause a weight so heavy that it feels 

nearly crushing. It also depicts bullying, harassment, and intimidation. 

In extreme cases of this kind of pressure, or persecution, it could even 

mean death.  

 

Early believers experienced harassments, arrests, imprisonments, and 

even deaths of the most gruesome types. It was pressure piled upon 

pressure as they were vigorously, sometimes viciously, persecuted. 

But Jesus used this word thlipsis to depict a persecution that will arise 

again at the end of the age.  

 

Killed  

 

The next word on our list is “killed” — translated from apokteino, a 

horrible Greek word that depicts outright slaughter. It pictures a 

person’s life being viciously taken from him. Hence, by using this 

word “killed,” Jesus was telling His disciples that many who followed 

Him would be killed — and some would die terrible deaths.  

 

We know from history that this very definitely occurred, especially in 

the first three centuries of the Church. We know that it is happening 

again today in certain parts of the world where Christians are being 

executed — drowned, beaten, burned to death, beheaded, and so 

forth — for refusing to recant their faith in Christ. These are the 

faithful martyrs of the end-time Church.  

 

Scandalized (‘Offended’)  

 

As Jesus continued in Matthew 24:9 and 10, He also said that many 

would be “offended” — from the Greek word skandalon — and, yes, 

it is where we get our English word scandal. 

 

The Christian faith was scandalous in the First Century, when 

believers lived by a solid biblical foundation in a tossing sea of 

philosophy that held no moral absolutes. Very similar to what is 

developing today, Christians were viewed as bigots and narrow-

minded simpletons just for standing true to their faith.  

 

Worst of all, from the perspective of the pagan society they lived in, 

early Christians would not acknowledge others’ gods, but instead 

called Jesus the Lord over all. That meant Jesus was Lord over the 

countless gods and deities of that culture. In an early Roman world of 

paganism, that attitude was considered scandalous and unacceptable. 

Christians were viewed as a closed-minded, narrow-minded group, 
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and their biblical views and beliefs were considered offensive during 

that period of time.  

 

Betrayed  

 

In Christ’s list of words in Matthew 24:9 and 10, He also included the 

word “betrayed.” As you will later see in Luke’s gospel, Jesus 

predicted that acts of betrayal would be carried out even by members 

of one’s own family. (Renner) 

 

ii. John 15:19-20 (NKJV) If you were of the world, the world would love its 

own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 

therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A 

servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also 

persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also. 

 

a. Expect world hatred because: 

1. Jesus predicted it (Joh_15:18-21). 

2. The world hates reproof (Joh_3:19). 

3. Its evils are exposed by Christian living (Rom_12:2; 

Tit_2:11-12). 

4. Its darkness is exposed by Christian light (Joh_3:18-20; 

Php_2:15 

5. It is blind (2Co_4:4). 

6. Christians are not of it (Joh_15:19; Joh_17:14-16). 

7. It is at war with Christians (Joh_16:33; Eph_6:12; 

1Jn_5:4). 

8. It has natural enmity against God (Jas_4:4; Mat_18:7). 

9. Christians hate its ways (1Jn_2:15-17). 

10. Christians live separated from it (Jas_1:27; Rom_12:2; 

2Pe_2:20). 

11. It is ignorant of Christian experience (Gal_2:20; 

2Co_5:17). 

12. It is ignorant of God (Joh_15:21). (Dake) 

 

b. THEY WILL PERSECUTE YOU ALSO. While Christ’s followers are in this 

world, they will be hated, rejected and even persecuted for their faith 

and trust in him. The world (i.e., the people in the world that do not 

follow Christ and the world system that is opposed to God) has been 

an enemy of Christ and God’s people throughout history.  

 

(1) True Christians must understand that the world–including false 

religious organizations and groups–will always oppose God, his truth 

and the principles of his kingdom. These enemies of God will reject, 

oppose and persecute his faithful followers until the end (Jas 4:4; see 

Mt 5:10…).  
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(2) The reason Christians suffer at the hands of the world is because 

they are different; they do not follow the typical ways of the world 

because they do not “belong to the world” and have come “out of the 

world” (v. 19). The values, standards, behaviors, lifestyles and 

ultimate goals of Christ’s true followers are in conflict with the 

ungodly ways of their corrupt society. They refuse to compromise 

with its ungodly standards, and instead set their “minds on things 

above, not on earthly things” (Col 3:2…) (Fire Bible: A Study Bible for 

Spirit-led Living, 2001) 

 

c. Where Christians are Being Persecuted Today:  

 

Christians are currently being persecuted in approximately 60 nations 

of the world. This doesn’t include recent court decisions “redefining” 

marriage, which will bring new pressures upon the American Church… 

 

Christian persecution is any hostility experienced from the world as a 

result of one’s identification as a Christian. From verbal harassment 

to hostile feelings, attitudes and actions, Christians in areas with 

severe religious restrictions pay a heavy price for their faith. Beatings, 

physical torture, confinement, isolation, rape, severe punishment, 

imprisonment, slavery, discrimination in education and employment, 

and even death are just a few examples of the persecution they 

experience on a daily basis.  

 

According to the Pew Research Center, over 75 percent of the world’s 

population lives in areas with severe religious restrictions (and many 

of these people are Christians). Also, according to the United States 

Department of State, Christians in more than 60 countries face 

persecution from their governments or surrounding neighbors simply 

because of their belief in Jesus Christ.  (Renner) 

 

d. 215 MILLION CHRISTIANS ARE CURRENTLY SUFFERING  

In 2016, the Christian Post online (christianpost.com) wrote, “The 

[Open Doors] 2016 ‘World Watch List’ documents an unprecedented 

escalation of violence against Christians, making this past year the 

most violent and sustained attack on Christian faith in modern 

history. This research concluded that after the brutal persecution of 

Christians in 2014, [the year] 2015 proved to be even worse with the 

persecution continuing to increase, intensify and spread across the 

globe.” 

 

Open Doors projects that approximately 215,000,000 Christians are 

suffering from some kind of persecution for their faith. That figure 

represents 1 in 12 believers worldwide. By definition, these 
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persecutions include harassments, pressures, hardness of life, and 

hostility — oftentimes violent and even leading to death — for calling 

oneself a Christian. Types of persecution range from pressure from 

family and community to government-imposed afflictions to violent 

acts carried out by terrorist groups… 

 

A “Religious Freedom in the World Report” in recent years stated that 

in more than half the countries of the world, religious freedom is 

curtailed. A survey conducted by journalists and scholars produced 

this finding and reported that in 116 of the world’s nations (nations 

acknowledged by the United Nations and the U.S. Department of 

State) freedom of worship is obstructed to one degree or another, 

ranging from mild harassment and discrimination to outright 

persecution and violence.  

 

In 2015 the Christian Post online also published the following 

report on the status of Christian persecution in the world.  

 

Statistics on persecution of Christians vary.... The World Watch 

List, which ranks countries where Christians face the most 

persecution, has placed North Korea at number one for [more 

than] 13 consecutive years.  

 

It is number one on the World Watch List, the most brutal and 

dangerous place in the world to be a Christian, because the 

government requires and enforces with hostility a total dedication 

to the hero worship of their leader....  

 

Furthermore, Open Doors noted that Islamic extremism accounts 

for the main source of persecution in 40 of the top 50 countries 

ranked in the list.... Christian Solidarity Worldwide [cswusa.org] 

has also identified North Korea as one of the very worst places for 

Christians, especially in regard to its prison camps, where people 

can be sent for offenses such as owning a Bible.  

 

“There is no freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief, 

and any North Korean who expresses an opinion or a belief which 

differs from the regime’s propaganda faces severe punishment. It 

is estimated that over 200,000 people are detained in prison 

camps in North Korea, where they endure dire living conditions 

and brutal torture. Many of these are Christians,” CSW says on its 

website. (Renner) 

 

iii. John 16:33 (NKJV) These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may 

have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I 
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have overcome the world.” 

 

iv. Rom. 5:3-5 (NKJV) And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, 

knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, 

character; and character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint, because the 

love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was 

given to us. 

 

a. WE ALSO REJOICE IN OUR SUFFERINGS. Paul lists “sufferings” as one 

of the blessings of our salvation and renewed relationship with God 

through Christ. 

 

(1) The word “sufferings” refers to all kinds of troubles and difficulties 

that may affect our lives. This includes such things as the pressures of 

school or jobs, family situations, financial or physical needs, tragic 

circumstances, sorrow, sickness, persecution, mistreatment or 

loneliness… 

 

(2) In the middle of these troubles, God assures us of his presence, 

enables us to depend on him and helps us grow closer to him. 

Through tough times we also gain strength and maturity (Jas 1:3-4) 

that help us to overcome other difficulties in life. Instead of driving us 

to despair, suffering produces perseverance (v. 3), perseverance 

produces character (v. 4), and proven character results in a mature 

hope–a hope that looks to the future with God and that will not 

disappoint (v. 5).  

 

(3) God’s grace lets us look beyond our present problems to find hope 

in our relationship with God. In the end, that hope is focused on the 

certainty of Jesus’ return to rescue his people from this evil world and 

to establish his reign with them in the new heaven and new earth 

(1Th 4:13; Rev 19–22). But in this waiting time, “God has poured out 

his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit” (v. 5) to comfort us in our 

troubles and bring Christ’s presence near (Jn 14:16-23). (Fire Bible: A 

Study Bible for Spirit-led Living, 2001) 
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