
Wednesday, August 11 2021– Christ`s Church Cathedral 

A SERVICE OF EVENING PRAYER  

MEMORIAL – CLARE OF ASSISI, ABBESS, 1253 

Cantors: Anne Kae and Michael Bloss  
 

Today we honour the memory of Clare, a thirteenth-century abbess who spent all her life in the 
Italian town of Assisi. At the age of eighteen, a woman of beauty and wealth, she heard Francis of 

Assisi preach about the poverty of Christ. 
She was so deeply stirred that she renounced 
her former life, threw away all her brocades 
and silks, and put on the rough garment of 
a nun. Clare hoped to imitate Francis in a 
life of wandering, but neither Francis nor the 
authorities of the Church were ready to allow 
women such evangelical freedom. She 
eventually took over a small enclosure next 
to the church of San Damiano in Assisi 
and there gathered a community of women 
who wished to devote themselves to Christ-
like poverty. Under Clare’s direction they 
became “the Order of the Poor Ladies of 
San Damiano,” and sought to live up to 
their name by refusing anything that would 
bind them to the economic order of 
thirteenth-century Italy, even when rich 
people tried to give them land or the proceeds 
of a business. They accepted only alms and 
small donations for immediate needs, just 
like the poorest people out in the world. 
They also did what they could to help 
beggars and poverty-stricken families who 
came to the gate of their enclosure. Clare 
herself lived what she taught, claiming no 
privileges for herself as she devoted her days 
and nights to prayer and contemplation, to 
the spiritual needs of her sisters, and to the 
practical necessities of her fellow citizens. 
Despite increasing ill health, and though she 
never went outside her convent’s walls in 
thirty years, she remained a source of 

strength for all sorts and conditions of people right up to her death on this date in the year 1253.  

 



Sentence  Though our Lord Jesus Christ was rich, yet for your sakes he 
became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich.  2 Corinthians 8.9  
 
 
Music – Master Tallis’ Testament (from Six Pieces) Herbert Howells 

 

Introductory responses 

 
 
Hymn – As water to the thirsty 
 

 



Word (Judges 13: 15-24) 

Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, “Allow us to detain you, and prepare a kid 
for you.” The angel of the LORD said to Manoah, “If you detain me, I will not eat 
your food; but if you want to prepare a burnt offering, then offer it to the LORD.” 
(For Manoah did not know that he was the angel of the LORD.) Then Manoah said 
to the angel of the LORD, “What is your name, so that we may honour you when 
your words come true?” But the angel of the LORD said to him, “Why do you ask 
my name? It is too wonderful.” 

So Manoah took the kid with the grain offering, and offered it on the rock to the 
LORD, to him who works wonders. When the flame went up toward heaven from 
the altar, the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar while Manoah and 
his wife looked on; and they fell on their faces to the ground. The angel of the LORD 

did not appear again to Manoah and his wife. Then Manoah realized that it was the 
angel of the LORD. And Manoah said to his wife, “We shall surely die, for we have 
seen God.” But his wife said to him, “If the LORD had meant to kill us, he would 
not have accepted a burnt offering and a grain offering at our hands, or shown us all 
these things, or now announced to us such things as these.” 

The woman bore a son, and named him Samson. The boy grew, and the LORD 

blessed him. 

The Song of Mary 
(sung by all) 

 



Gospel Acclamation 
 

 

Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life; you have the words of everlasting life. 

Word (Mark 10: 17-31) 

As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked 
him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him, 
“Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the 
commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall 
not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honour your 
father and mother.’” He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my 
youth.” Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what 
you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then 
come, follow me.” When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for 
he had many possessions. 

Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those 
who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” And the disciples were perplexed at 
these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the 
kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” They were greatly astounded 
and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, 
“For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.” 

Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” Jesus 
said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or 
mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good 
news, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and 
sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come 
eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.” 

 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 



 
Nunc Dimittis 
(sung by all) 
 
 

 
 

 
LORD, NOW you let your servant go in peace;* 

your word has been fulfilled. 
 

My own eyes have seen the salvation * 
which you have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people; 
 

A light to reveal you to the nations * 
and the glory of your people Israel. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. A-men. 

 
 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
 

Hear, O Israel,  
the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  

Love the Lord your God with all your heart,  
with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. 

 
 

This is the first and the great commandment. 
The second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself. 

There is no commandment greater than these. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Litany  
Refrain (All sing the Refrain after the introduction and between each intercession). 
 

 
 
For the peace of the whole world, we pray to you Lord. 
 
REFRAIN 
 
For those who are weary, sleepless and depressed, we pray to you Lord 
 
REFRAIN 
 
For those who are hungry, sick and frightened, we pray to you Lord, 
 
REFRAIN 
 
For rest and refreshment we pray to you Lord 
 
REFRAIN 
 
Guide us waking, O Lord and guard us sleeping that awake we may watch with 
Christ and asleep we may rest in peace. 
 
REFRAIN 

 
 
Collect 
The collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of the day 
or season of the Church year. It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in the scriptures for 
the day. 
 
O God, whose blessed Son became poor so that through his poverty we might be 
made rich, deliver us, we pray, from an inordinate love of this world, that in honour 
of your holy servant Clare we may serve you with singleness of heart and attain to 
the riches of the world to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.  

 



Lord`s Prayer 
 
Confident in hope, let us gather our prayers and praises into one, 
and pray as our Saviour taught us, 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 
Hymn – I heard the voice of Jesus say 
 

 
 
 

 
The Dismissal 
 
Let us bless the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Music – “All Glory be to God on High    J.S. Bach 
 
 
 
 



NEXT WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18 
 

A SERVICE OF EVENING PRAYER 
FERIA 

 
 

John Janisse and Anne Kae, cantors. Michael Bloss, piano 

Music and Hymn Texts reprinted as well as podcasts rights covered under OneLicense.net A-

707055. Collect adapted from Opening Prayers (1997) alt . Information about memorial from 
For All The Saints, ABC 
 


