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PENNIES AND SPARROWS



For me, the low point of this year (what I call “the Year of the Virus”) was a grey, cheerless afternoon in mid-
December— a day when the foggy city seemed exceptionally so, wrapped in a heavy mist “too thick for prayer to 
pierce” (to quote the prophet, Jeremiah).  I was pulling out of the driveway on the way to pick up a Christmas tree 
when I discovered that the garage door opener was malfunctioning yet again.  Knowing I’d have to shut the door 
manually, I parked the vehicle, pulled the key out of the ignition, stormed across the driveway and, in a moment of 
intense frustration, hurled my set of keys as hard as I possibly could against the concrete floor of the garage.  My 
anger instantly gave way to regret as I watched, as if in slow motion, pieces of the expensive key fob go flying 
through the air.  

It was ten minutes later, as I sat hunched over my office desk, struggling to reassemble the now shattered devise, 
that I finally realized the truth: I’m not doing well right now. In fact, it quickly became clear to me that my outburst 
didn’t simply come out of nowhere. Rather, it was the culmination of weeks, if not months, worth of social 
distancing, video conferencing, mask wearing and on-and-off lockdowns. I knew I needed help.  

Therefore, shortly after the key-fob incident, I gathered together with a small group of my  clergy friends— a group 
that has been meeting faithfully, once a month, for nearly a decade now.  It was among this group of friends that I 
was able to come clean— to admit that I wasn’t handling weeks of “code orange” stoically or with good cheer.  I 
often felt tired and unmotivated.  I was constantly forgetting things— my wallet, my mask, books and papers.  I 
was snapping at my children over trivial things that, under normal circumstances, wouldn’t bother me.  And, as I 
quickly learned, nobody in our group was thriving.  We were all, in some way, limping along— doing our best to 
live our lives under circumstances that were far from ideal.   

Yet, as we look back on 2020-2021, it’s amazing to see how, by the grace of God, we were all able to persist.  We 
(Jasmine and I) were somehow able to draw people together for Bible study, prayer and fellowship.  We were still 
able to run programs, minister to the lonely and isolated, offer worship services and connect with the sick.  Some 
of this ministry took place face-to-face.  Much of it was virtual.  But, by the goodness and provision of God (and 
people, like you, whom he has sent into our lives) we were able to do it. This report is an account of a ministry that 
still managed to unfold, even throughout the course of a most peculiar year - a true sign that God is still at work 
even on the most dismal of times! 

Rev. Terence Chandra 

OPENING NOTE - REV. TERENCE CHANDRA



The Emmaus Way: 
On the third day after Jesus’ crucifixion, two of his disciples found themselves journeying from the city of 
Jerusalem to the nearby village of Emmaus. They were both devastated. The man whom they believed to be God’s 
own Son — the one destined to rescue Israel from political oppression and usher in an eternal era of 
righteousness and peace — had been betrayed and murdered. On the road to Emmaus, however, they encounter 
a mysterious stranger — one who, as he journeyed with them, patiently listened to their story, even offering 
teachings from the holy scriptures. When they finally arrive in Emmaus, they sit down to eat. It is only then, when 
the stranger takes the role of host and breaks the loaf of bread, that their eyes are opened. Finally, they recognize 
the traveler for who he is: Jesus, their Lord! With a renewed sense of joy, the two disciples run back to Jerusalem, 
eager to share their experience with the others.  

This famous story beautifully expresses the principle at the heart of a program which we call the Emmaus Way.  
The Emmaus Way creates teams of support around individuals and families who, like the two disciples in this story 
from Luke’s Gospel, are journeying on a long and difficult path. To some, that path might be a path from addictions 
to recovery. For others, it might involve settling in Canada as newcomers. And, just as the two disciples do not 
walk the path alone, so too are the individuals and families that we help through this program also blessed with 
travelling companions; namely, a trained team of volunteer support who are there to help them with various things 
from transportation and babysitting to filling-out paper work and offering a shoulder to cry on. Our hope is this: 
That in the process of journeying together along the way — reading from the holy scriptures and breaking bread 
together — the members of these teams will all have a powerful encounter with the Risen Christ.   

This year (2020-2021) we succeeded in launching three such teams.  They are as follows:  

1. A team launched in late August to assist a young, single mother care for her newborn child. When this team 
was first launched, the young woman’s original plans were to eventually leave the province and move to a 
different part of the country where she believed she had a stronger support network.  However, over the 
course of the year, she has come to realize that her Emmaus Way Team is already a huge source of help to 
her. For this reason, she has chosen to stay in the city. Her team has helped her with numerous rides to 
appointments, has supported her through surgery and has offered an ongoing base of care and emotional 
support. Both she and the baby are presently doing well.  

2. A team launched in September to assist a recovering alcoholic maintain sobriety. Not having a car or driver’s 
license makes attending 12 step recovery groups quite difficult. However, with the help of his team, this man 
has managed to attend, not only several AA meetings, but a number of church functions as well (i.e., Bible 
Studies, community suppers, etc.). When things got difficult and the temptation to drink became strong, he 
had a network of at least 4 friends that he could always call on for prayer and support. As a result, our friend 
has done remarkably well during a year that has been (for obvious reasons) difficult for everyone.   

3. A team launched in January for a formerly homeless man who, over the years, has struggled with alcoholism 
and gambling addiction. Since this team was launched in February of this year, things have been quite 
challenging. However, the support team has demonstrated a tremendous amount of faithfulness and 
commitment to their friend. The man receiving help has also been extremely resilient— willing to get up and 
keep moving after each setback. Please pray for this team, in particular, as they continue on their journey.  

Running a program like this would not have been possible if it weren’t for the help of the many volunteers involved 
in each of these teams as well as the Emmaus Way Oversight Team. As the name implies, the Oversight Team was 
originally formed to oversee the various support teams that we run. They helped us discern who would be good 
candidates for the program, assisted us in training each of the support teams and were available for guidance and 
encouragement whenever we needed them. Each member of this Oversight Team— Anna Caines, Rick Larder, Val 
Phinney and Anna Steeves—possess a great deal of wisdom and, over the course of the past year, their aid was 
invaluable. 

OVERVIEW OF PROGRAMS OFFERED



Family Connection 
Many of our regular child and family programs have been put on hold due to COVID-19 restrictions. This was 
frustrating as we have spent considerable time and effort building relationships with families in the area through 
Youth Connection, Kids Lead, Messy Church, and simple community presence. As our own family faced the 
challenges of spending concentrated time in isolation at home, we realized the same truth that so many have 
come to know over the last year and a half; namely, that being at home together doesn’t always translate into 
quality time. For this reason, we created Family Connection in partnership with Saint John Inner City Youth Ministry.  
This program not only facilitates fun and engaging moments for families but has allowed us to continue connecting 
with the families we have come to know. In January 2021 — twenty different families received their first family 
connection box. These boxes had food for a meal, snacks, a book, a board game, a craft, and discussion cards. 
These same families kept getting a family connection box each month until the end of May. We delivered each box 
personally to each home, often chatting for a while in the doorway. A recent survey has resulted in some very 
encouraging feedback,. The survey results showed an increase in time spent reading together, an increase in 
intentional family nights, and anecdotal stories of appreciation for the program. Whether in pandemic or not, 
quality family time is vital. Therefore, we plan on resuming and expanding this program in the fall.   

Ministry to Newcomers 
Despite COVID-19 and the various limitations that it imposed, we have been able to continue our ministry to 
Newcomers.   

As in previous years, Terence facilitated an English language conversation group through the Saint John 
Newcomer’s Resource Center (SJNRC). This year, however, instead of being classroom based, it took place via 
Zoom.  The results were very interesting:  Instead of having a class made up of newcomers living right here in Saint 
John, the class was also able to include prospective newcomers, still based in their home country and waiting for 
the Canadian borders to open. For Terence, it was a surreal experience to be facilitating a conversation between 
people from as far away as Russia and Morocco, all while sipping tea at his office in Stone Church.     

Terence has also been able to offer the English Language Bible Study this year via Zoom. The English Language 
Bible Study provides English students with an opportunity to improve their grammar, expand their vocabulary, and 
practice their conversation skills all while taking a deeper look at various passages from the Bible. This year, the 
group consisted mostly of newcomers from China. However, there were a couple of people from South America 
who were able to join as well. When the COVID situation began to improve in the summer, the group was even 
able to meet face-to-face to share a meal. During this meal— a meal which consisted of much conversation and 
laughter— it became clear that this small group has truly become a community of friends.  

OVERVIEW OF PROGRAMS OFFERED



Finally, In the fall, we were able to create a team of support for a refugee family from Syria- a family consisting of a 
mom, dad and their five children. Finding accommodations for the family was an enormous challenge. The large 
size of the family and the present state of the housing market meant that there were very few units that could 
accommodate them. Finally, after weeks of closed doors and dead ends, we were finally able to secure suitable 
housing, signing the paperwork just days before the family’s arrival! But things remained challenging even after 
their arrival. COVID restrictions meant that we had to find creative ways of helping the family— ensuring that our 
interactions were safe and in compliance with the various Provincial policies. Many thanks go out to the members 
of the support team who devoted hours of their time to supporting this family during the first year of their new life in 
Canada.They helped the parents of the family fill out government documents and get their kids enrolled in school.  
They even accompanied them to doctors appointments and offered companionship and support.  

Seniors Helping Seniors 
There are numerous heartbreaking stories across the nation of people struggling to connect to elderly loved ones. 
As clergy serving an aging congregation, we also have witnessed a great decrease in activities and programs for 
seniors. For this reason, we were very excited by an invitation to apply for a government grant called New 
Horizons for Seniors. In partnership with the Waterloo Neighbourhood Association and Social Development we 
created a program where seniors would craft a series of events for seniors that would offer socialization, fun, and 
address challenges associated with Alzeimers and Dementia. We received the grant at the end of March 2021 and 
quickly went to work gathering a planning group of seniors from the community. We found 7 willing participants 
who have been the experts— spearheading each of these  events and making all the important decisions. Penni 
Eisenhauer, who is the community navigator for the Waterloo Neighbourhood Village Association, and Jasmine 
facilitate the group. We had our first event on June 9th and, despite the power going out through the whole city, it 
was a great success. We enjoyed a live musical performance, a talk from a local historian and a presentation from 
the Alzeimers Society of New Brunswick. We also offered adult colouring, take home snacks, and door prizes. We 
now have a list of seniors who are excited for the next event. Our planning group has even decided to expand the 
program from 6 events to 8.  

Brunswick Drive Drop-In 
The Seniors apartment building at Brunswick Drive offers subsidized apartments through Social Development. 
Located in Waterloo Village this 90+ unit building is in one of the more economically depressed areas of the city. In 
an effort to boost social activities and engagement for residents we were asked 4 years ago to provide a monthly 
Drop-In. We tried different formats, finally settling on a musical trivia game provided by a long-time wonderful 
volunteer - Rick Larder. Rick carefully crafts playlists that will appeal to the audience and directs the participants in 
rating the songs while providing anecdotes and historical fun facts. In addition to the game there are door prizes 
and snacks. Over the different stages of COVID-19, whenever we were allowed to come in the building, we would 
get a call asking for the drop-in program to resume. We felt this was a clear indication of how well loved this 
program is.  

OVERVIEW OF PROGRAMS OFFERED



The Waterloo Neighbourhood Association  
For the past year Jasmine has been serving as chair of the Waterloo Village Neighbourhood Association. This role 
has involved chairing the monthly meetings and supporting the neighbourhood navigator. The Waterloo Village 
Neighbourhood Association meetings are attended by representatives from a wide variety of nonprofit groups, 
residents, city staff, and involved people in the community. They are wonderful opportunities to remain current on 
what is happening in the area, form partnerships, and share information and resources. The Saint John 
Community Foundation has been leading an evaluation of the impact of the Waterloo Village Neighbourhood 
Association. It has been interesting to be part of the process and to see how Pennies and Sparrows has shared in 
some of the projects and successes of the last year.  

We especially value our partnership with Penni Eisenhauer who is the Community Navigator for the Waterloo 
Village Neighbourhood Association. Penni partners with us on the Seniors Helping Seniors Program, keeps us 
current on neighbourhood activities and challenges, and is an incredible advocate for issues affecting the people of 
Saint John.  

Mentoring Relationships 
In the spring/ summer of this year, Terence was able to offer mentoring services to a couple of young men in the 
community. One is a formerly homeless man in his early twenties who, in the past, has struggled with various 
addictions. He came via a referral from the New Brunswick Association for Community Living. Since April, Terence 
has met with him on a weekly basis to offer guidance and support, mentoring and discipleship.  Terence also 
connected with another young man (a new father) through his volunteer work with the Saint John Pregnancy 
Resource Centre. Since June, they have met on a regular basis to go through a parenting program that the centre 
offers.  Please pray that these mentoring relationships will continue into the fall and that, through Terence’s ministry,  
these young men would be able to experience emotional healing and personal growth. 

Food Security 
At this time last year we were busy packing groceries for the Emergency Food Program in Saint John. Since that 
program was lockdown-specific and only intended to run on a short term basis, the leadership team discussed 
ways of continuing support through existing programs and services. We were able to bring some food to St. 
George’s Anglican Church when they had an influx of homeless people camping on their lawn. We also have been 
able to check in with local Food Banks and Food Security groups assessing their level of need. And we have been 
assisting people with food through on site groceries, referrals to nearby food pantries, gift cards, and by 
connecting people to other food sources including LifeDirt fresh produce boxes who offer subsidized produce 
boxes.  

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS



Community Leadership in local Schools 
In 2019 Jasmine pitched a version of the Kids Lead program to the local French School - Samuel de Champlain. 
Just before things shut down in March 2020, Jasmine was able to go and teach the 70 students in the grade 8 
class about community development. This was followed by a tour of a number of non-profits in the city and then 
back at the school a session on engaging with these non-profits through 14 identified projects. The kids picked 
which project they were going to help with, made a plan and were just beginning to implement their plans when 
the schools were all closed. Thankfully, during this time, the teachers saw the value of the program and asked to 
come back for a tour of non-profits in June. Since there are difficulties getting 70 students through different non-
profits with social distancing, we decided to invite 9 non-profits to set up in the Stone Church court yard.  This way 
the students could go to each table and ask questions. They also headed over to the Teen Resource Centre and 
The HUB Social Enterprise building where they were given some information on poverty statistics in Saint John. 
While there was not the time to engage in projects with the non-profits, a number of students made plans to 
volunteer over the summer. Plans are now in place to have this program happen every year with the grade 8 class 
at Samuel de Champlain with the possibility of expanding to other schools. We are very grateful to the non-profits 
who pull together for these events.  

Street Walks 
Living in the neighbourhood where we work has been helpful in continuing connections even through the different 
phases of restrictions. We often see people on the street and will stop and have conversations. Our son Sam will 
sometimes count the number of times we run into people we know. We sometimes go out of our way to walk the 
areas where we know people congregate. At other times we plan specific times in the week where we will walk the 
streets for an hour or two with the sole intention of connecting with people in the community. We’ve brought this 
practice to Stone Church and have begun prayer walks where people from the congregation will walk the 
neighbourhood around the church and pray for the people, businesses, and non-profits.  

Solutions Lab on housing for adults with intellectual disabilities 
Over the last year we have been engaged in a national Solutions Lab to address barriers to housing for adults with 
intellectual disabilities. The lab has focused on the needs that we have in Saint John and Fredericton and has 
brought together a wide scope of community representatives. While the focus has been on what challenges and 
opportunities there are to improve housing for adults with intellectual disabilities, the conversations have 
highlighted broader needs such as rent controls, accessibility, and the difficulties living in limited incomes. We look 
forward to seeing the report on the first phase of this solutions lab and on engaging with the next steps.  

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS



We continue to be provided for financially through the generosity of many individuals and several church 
congregations. We give thanks to God for this blessing. We are also grateful for the support of the Diocese of 
Fredericton who have helped make our ministry possible both financially and with support from the Synod Office 
Staff.  

We largely rely on donations to make our work possible. Tax receiptable donations can be made to the Anglican 
Diocese of Fredericton with a note that funds are to go to Pennies and Sparrows. This can be done in several 
ways: 

1. Online through Canada Helps (using the drop down tab on the page to select Pennies and Sparrows) https://
www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/13778. 

2. By cheque sent to the Diocese of Fredericton with Pennies and Sparrows in the memo line - 168 Church 
Street Fredericton, NB E3B 4C9. 

3.  By cheque sent to Stone Church again with Pennies and Sparrows in the memo line - 87 Carleton Street 
Saint John NB E2L 2Z2. 

4. By etransfer to Stone Church with a note that the funds are to go to Pennies and Sparrows - 
stjstone@nb.aibn.com. 

Detailed Financial reports are available upon request.  

FINANCIALS
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Students talking to non-profit organizations.  Seniors dancing and socializing at the Seniors Helping Seniors event. 
                

 Sorting out the Food Purchasing Club delivery.           Kids doing the craft in the Family Connection Box. 

PICTURES



We truly could not do any of this without the volunteers, prayer partners, and the emotional and financial support 
of so many people. We are blessed to have people throughout North America who take the time to think of us and 
contribute in various ways to the ministry of Pennies and Sparrows. Thank you! 

Please continue to pray for us as we look forward to the Fall months and hope for the return of many in-person 
programs. Please pray for those who are in difficult and vulnerable situations in our community. The impacts of 
COVID-19 on mental health and economic livelihoods only only starting to come to the surface. Please pray for the 
Emmaus teams we’ve mentioned and for the continued work of this important program.  

Thank you for taking the time to read this annual report and thank you for your interest in our work. Community 
work is slow work but we see God moving in surprising ways every day and we hope that  

We are always looking for volunteers, people to pray for us, and support us. Feel free to contact us at any time: 
jasminechandra@gmail.com; tjchandra1@gmail.com- (506) 721-8053. 
 

THANKS
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