
Trinity 10, 2021 

“Because you knew not the time of your visitation.” (St. Luke 19.44) 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Last week, the Lord spoke to us about the need for prudence – wisdom and foresight  -- as we 

make our daily decisions. The temptations of strong desire (or lust) as it was put in last Sunday’s 

Epistle, urge us towards impulsive and excessive choices that are hurtful to ourselves and to 

others. Prudence helps us to think things through; to seek advice and support. For Christians, of 

course, we find this wisdom and support in God – in His Word; in the Holy Communion; in 

fellowship with other Christians; and in the life of the Holy Spirit. 

This morning, the readings continue with this thought. In fact, the Gospel presents the Lord 

Jesus looking at the holy city of Jerusalem, from atop the Mount of Olives, and weeping over it. 

With a deep sadness that we can only imagine, he exclaimed, “If you had known on this day the 

things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. For the days will 

come upon you, when your enemies will set up a barricade around you and surround you and 

hem you in on every side and tear you down to the ground, you and your children within you. 

And they will not leave one stone upon another in you, because you did not know the time of 

your visitation.”  

“You did not know the time of your visitation.” The Son of God had been in and out of 

Jerusalem and its vicinity, teaching with authority, performing miracles, even raising the dead; 

and yet the people had not taken notice. They had missed their opportunity to embrace the 

Good News of the Kingdom of God. 

The story is told of how her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth, was taking some time off at Balmoral, 

her estate in Scotland. One particular day, she was out for a walk, and not looking very regal. 

We might say that she was incognito.  Along the road, she was stopped by some American 

tourists who asked her if she lived in the area. “Yes” she said “I have a house nearby”. “Oh, 

well,” the tourists replied “Have you ever met the Queen?” “No” her Majesty coyly answered. 

Then, gesturing to her long-time body guard, she said, “But this man has.”  The brief encounter 

ended and the American tourists went on their way not realizing that they had just spoken with 

the Queen. 

This morning’s Epistle brings this point about the Lord’s visitation home to each one of us. In it, 

St. Paul tells the Christians in Corinth that they have each been visited by God. In fact, He has 

come to dwell in them and He has bestowed gifts upon them by the Holy Spirit. If you wish to 

follow along, we can do so together on page 233 of the Prayer Book. ……..”Concerning spiritual 

gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant….I give you to understand, that no (one) speaking 

by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed; and that no (one) can say JESUS IS LORD, but by the 

Holy Spirit. Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are diversities 

ministrations, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God 



who worketh all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man for the common 

good.” 

Paul goes on to mention a number of the Spirit’s gifts, including: wisdom, knowledge, faith, 

healing, working of miracles, prophecy, discernment, speaking in tongues, and the 

interpretation of tongues. Then, just following the end of the passage printed as today’s Epistle, 

St. Paul says, “For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 

body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into 

one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.” 

There are two simple points to note in all of this. First, Paul was telling the Corinthian Christians 

that they had received the Holy Spirit. God had indeed come to visit each one of them 

personally; and not just to pay a visit, but to actually take up residence in them. Second, each of 

them had received definite, spiritual gifts from the Holy Spirit. And, these gifts were not for 

people to use in competition. They were not given to be bragged about. On the contrary, they 

were given “for the common good” – for building up the Church.  

Paul goes on in his letter to use the analogy of a human body with all of its parts: hands, feet, 

fingers toes, eyes and ears, etc. Although some parts are bigger and stronger than others, their 

functionality and performance depend on the smaller parts which often are considered 

insignificant. Take for example, the hand: it has a prominent place in the body. It is front and 

center, and in constant use. But in order for it to be effective, it depends on a number of small 

bones in the wrist, as well as on the knuckles in the fingers.  

Therefore, instead of bragging or competing for recognition, the members of the Church are 

meant to work together, using their spiritual gifts with prudence, for God’s glory and for the 

common good. 

One more illustration on this point, please: As the Olympics draw to a close, this story from the 

2014 Winter Olympics may be helpful. 

In the 1000 metre qualifying events for Canada’s speed-skating team, Denny Morrison (ranked 

sixth in the world) lost his footing, and was beaten out by team-mate Gilmore Junio, ranked 41st 

in the world. However, it was not long before the 23-year-old Junio decided to give his place to 

Morrison in order to improve Canada’s medal chances. “I believe it’s in the best interest of the 

team if [Morrison] races,” Junio said. “To represent Canada at the Olympics is a huge honour 

and privilege but I believe that… Denny has proven to be a consistent medal threat in the 

distance”. Prudence for the common good; and, in the end, Denny Morrison won a silver 

medal. 

With that, let’s move to a final thought. I mentioned last week how many of our governmental 

policies are based on the values which are judged to be commonly held by the Canadian public. 

It is important for us, as members of the Body of Christ, to know this and to understand that 

http://globalnews.ca/news/1106175/canadas-athletes-in-sochi-meet-speed-skater-gilmore-junio/


God’s values are not always the same as our culture’s values. This is a key point as we think 

about the prudent use of our spiritual gifts and the common good.  

In his book, Making the Best of It: Following Christ in the Real World, John Stackhouse 

underlines the idea of Christian vocation.  “Vocation” is a word used to describe God's calling. It 

is often used in relation to a call to ordination, but it is more than that. Every Christian is called 

by God to let their light shine – to live differently; to be in in the world but not of it. Each one us 

who have received the Lord’s visitation, and adoption – each one of us who have been made 

His own children in Baptism – are called to live the new life of the Holy Spirit every day.  

Stackhouse comes to this from our Lord’s example. As he puts it: “Jesus came preaching the 

Kingdom of God, yes, but everything He did and said demonstrated Kingdom values. His 

miracles were signs pointing to the truth about God and what God intends for the world. But 

Jesus attended weddings and dinner parties, blessed little children and old people, prayed 

alone and taught others to pray, rebuked errant disciples and warned viscious enemies, 

cherished friends and honoured His mother – all of these actions demonstrated God’s way for 

us in the world.”      

In reflecting on how Jesus prudently used His time and energy to relate the Good News and 

promote the Kingdom of God, Stackhouse asks this question: “What is the best way to honour 

God and advance (His) Kingdom in what I am doing and in what I plan to do next?” It is an 

important question that needs to be on our mind often through the day. It flows from a desire 

to glorify God; to be His vessel, His instrument; a channel of His grace.  

We each have received the Lord’s visitation. He has come to dwell in you by His Spirit. He is at 

work in your life, prompting, guiding, leading and showing you the Way of Jesus – the new, life-

giving and eternal Way which is different from the selfish, greedy and competitive way of the 

world. 

So, let us not miss the Presence of the King in our midst. He is here to bless, to forgive, to 

correct, to heal and to lift up. Let us resolve today to make prudent use of our time and the 

Spirit’s gifts for the common good, for the glory of God and for His transformation of this 

broken world. We each have a part to play. He has called us to work with Him, to let His light 

shine.   

And now unto God Almighty: the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost…      


