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There are all sorts of spectrums of people in the world, and one of those spectrums 
goes from overly confident to fearfully insecure.  So some people are naturally confident 
self-starters.  They know they can get the job done.  They believe in themselves.  And 
others doubt themselves at every turn.  It’s a spectrum, and everyone’s on it.  
 
So as we get started let’s do some self-assessment.  Where do you fit on the spectrum 
between confidence and insecurity?  Do you naturally drift towards one end or the other, 
or maybe you’re confident you are the perfect balance between the two?  If that’s you 
you’re probably towards the confident end.   
… 
So that’s where you are, now is there a place you wish you were?  Is there one end that 
you value more than the other?  When you think of people you look up to, where do 
they fit on the spectrum?  Is there any benefit at all to being at the other end? 
… 
[Lighthouse discussion] 
 
If you’ve been following us you know that we’ve been diving into the life of Jesus from 
the earliest and rawest account of Him that exists.  And that’s Mark.  And we are 
starting a new section in Marks gospel today.  So up to here, Mark has been introducing 
Jesus.  And the big question has been “Who is this Guy?” 
 
I mean Jesus does all sorts of crazy acts of power, and He speaks amazing words of 
wisdom.  So who is this guy?  Is He one of the sages?  Is He a prophet?  Is He John the 
Baptist come back from the dead?  People want to know. 
 
And in today’s text we come to the climax of that question and get an answer Jesus 
approves.  And this ushers us into the next major section in Mark. 
 
So grab your Bible if you’ve got one and open to Mark 8.  We are going to be picking it 
up in verse 22.  And if you are able would you stand with me as a sign of your hunger to 
hear God speak?  Hear now the word of the Lord. 
 
[Read Mark 8:22-30] 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated. 
 
Now there are two stories here, but they go together.  And the second of these we are 
going to dig it apart in more detail next week. 
So the focus today will be this strange story of Jesus healing a blind man.  But the 
healing doesn’t take so Jesus has to do it again.  And right after this we get the climax 
of the section where Peter says “You are the Messiah.”   
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And Mark puts these things together – a blind man seeing and Peter nailing the big 
question of the book.  Or at least it looks like Peter nails it.  Of course, if you know the 
story then you know that the next paragraph goes pretty poorly – Jesus calls him Satan.  
So is it a good day or a bad day for Peter – it’s hard to tell. 
 
But right before, we get this super strange healing.  I mean we’ve never seen Jesus be 
unsuccessful at a healing before.  There is no try with Jesus, it’s do or do not.  But this 
guy gets a half healing.  What’s up with that? 
… 
Well it’s not an accident that Mark records this here.  You see this healing isn’t just a 
healing, it’s a parable.  So pull back from the story a bit and look at the context.   
… 
Mark’s been asking “Who is this?” for eight chapters.  But instead of things getting 
clearer and clearer, blindness has been reigning in the text.   
 
So chapter 8 begins with Jesus feeding the 4000 and then the Pharisees come up to 
Him and we read: 

The Pharisees… came and started to argue with Him. Testing Him, they 

demanded that He show them a miraculous sign from heaven to prove His 

authority. (Mark 8:11) 

 
The Pharisees can have Jesus’ power poured right into their laps – right into their 
stomachs – and still they won’t see that God is present.  That’s blindness.  When God is 
at work right around you and you can’t see it, or you catch a glimpse of something but 
you say “no, I won’t believe that.  That’s blindness.   
… 
But it’s not just them, Jesus’ disciples are blind too.  So just after witnessing the same 
miracle, the disciples get into the boat with Jesus and Jesus says “watch out for the 
yeast of the Pharisees.”  Which meant “watch out for intentional unbelief – not doubt – 
the Pharisees aren’t struggling with doubt.  They have unbelief – they refuse to believe.  
No matter what Jesus does it won’t be enough. 
 
And the leaven of the Pharisees has infected the disciples because even while they 
want to believe in Jesus they are rubbing shoulders with the Pharisees skeptical hearts 
and taking on their blindness.  Yeast infects the whole loaf.   
 
And we get the same warning – beware the yeast of the Pharisees.  Beware of your 
influences.  Jesus says we grow to be like the people and ideas we surround ourselves 
with.  So who speaks into your life?  Are you surrounding yourself with faith-full people, 
or are you ingesting relationships and media that are influencing your soul towards faith-
less-ness? 
 
Well, when Jesus tells the disciples “Watch out for the yeast of the Pharisees” they 
show they are already infected because they think He’s mad they have no snacks. 
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And all this, and this strange healing, comes just before Peter finally gets it.  And the 
reason we get the healing here is because it’s a parable of what’s going on.   
 
So pretty much every time Jesus heals He does it in a different way.  Sometimes He 
spits in the mud.  Sometimes He touches people.  Sometimes He travels to be close 
and sometimes He just speaks and heals from a distance. 
 
But every time Jesus heals He does it in the way the person needs.  And that’s because 
we aren’t just meat sacks.  We are spiritual and emotional and psychological beings as 
well as physical beings.     
 
So yes, the lepper’s skin is falling off, but he doesn’t just need new skin.  He needs to 
be loved.  Everyone’s been shunning him.  And so Jesus reaches out and touches the 
lepper.  You see Jesus’ healings aren’t there to prove He is powerful; they are to prove 
He is redemptive.  He is bringing us back to the relationship with God we were designed 
for.  And that requires a full-being healing. 
 
And that’s what’s going on here too.  Jesus heals this guy to expose his real sickness, 
and Peter’s and ours – and that’s spiritual blindness.  And in this text we find three 
things.  First we find that everyone suffers from spiritual blindness.  And then that this 
blindness is inherently deceptive.  But finally Jesus wants us to see Him and is able to 
make it happen if we will follow.1 
 
So first, everyone suffers from spiritual blindness.   
 
Now I’ve told you already that we are heading into a new section in Mark that goes from 
here to chapter 10.  And in chapter 10 there is another blind-guy - Bartimaeus.  And 
these two stories bookend this section.   
 
But between these healings there is a thought that dominates and that is that Jesus is 
intentionally on the way to the cross.  You see the cross doesn’t happen to Jesus, He 
chooses it and moves towards it to ensure it happens.  Jesus is going to the cross. 
 
But this section is also about being a disciple which means speaking what He speaks 
and doing what He does.  And ultimately it means following where He goes.  And Jesus 
is headed to the cross.  So that’s where we go too – we die to ourselves in order to rise 
again and live for His glory…  And crosses hurt. 
… 
But here’s the thing, Jesus doesn’t go to the cross because He loves pain and 
discomfort.  He’s not sadistic.   
… 
 
 

 
1 Outline adapted from Tim Keller https://gospelinlife.com/downloads/do-you-see-anything-5463/ 
(Accessed August 4, 2021) 

https://gospelinlife.com/downloads/do-you-see-anything-5463/
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So one of my favorite themes in the Calvin and Hobbs comic is when he interacts with 
his dad around the topic of building character.  So in one strip Cavin asks “Dad, what’s 
in this food?  And dad responds, “Taste it, you’ll love it.”  And Calvin says “Oh yeah?  
And what if I don’t love it?”  “Then it will build character” dad retorts. 
 
For Calvin’s dad being miserable builds character and that’s the goal of life.  And so 
falling off your bike and getting bug bites and diarrhea are all good because they build 
character. 
 
Well, that’s not the way Jesus sees life.  Jesus doesn’t go to the cross, and He doesn’t 
want you to follow Him to the cross, because being miserable builds character.  Jesus 
wants you to follow Him because He knows walking His way results in abundant life for 
you, both now and for eternity.  The cross is the path to life. 
… 
Now I’m not sure I need to say this, but that’s not a natural idea.  Not too many people 
pair crucifixion with life.  Like “Man, I really want a good weekend, I know, I need a bit 
more death by crucifixion.”  But Jesus says these go together because that’s the way 
He’s going.  And until you see things Jesus’ way you are blind and aren’t really living.   
 
And Mark says everyone is blind.  So the Pharisees who don’t follow Jesus are blind.  
But the disciples who do follow Jesus are blind too – at least partially.  And the cultural 
elite are blind – that’s the Herodians and the Sadducees.  And the red necks are blind – 
that’s the fishermen.  The moral people are blind and the sinners like tax collectors and 
prostitutes are blind.  Nobody sees Jesus for who He really is.  Everyone is blind. 
 
And that’s why this healing happens here and again in chapter 10.  And these healings 
bookend Jesus setting out on a journey He calls us to follow – on the way to the 
cross…. Now that’s quite a sales pitch, so are you in? 
 
I mean do you see like Jesus wants you to see?  Do you see that following Him, even to 
the cross, is the best road that exists?  Yes, there are other roads.  There are wide and 
easy roads, but they don’t end in life.  It’s the narrow road that’s good.  It is the way of 
the Saviour that leads to salvation.  And the world is blind to this.  And that’s because it 
takes a miracle to heal spiritual blindness.  But that is a miracle Jesus wants to do in 
each of our lives… Everyone’s blind. 
… 
Next we see that blindness is inherently deceptive.  So here’s an interesting thing.  If 
you believe something strongly – it can be anything.  It could be something about 
vaccines or masks.  It could be about a theology like creation or how Jesus’ second 
coming is going to take place.  But if you believe something strongly and then bump into 
someone who doesn’t see eye to eye with you, it is very easy to look down on them. 
 
I mean only stupid people wouldn’t believe what I believe.  Only theologically dull or 
immature or ungodly people wouldn’t hold the position that I hold.  Right?   
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But here’s the thing – let’s leave aside the possibility that I’m wrong about something, or 
you, heaven forbid – so let’s assume you are right: if spiritual sight and the ability to 
understand is a healing from Jesus – it’s a gift you received.  The blind guy didn’t heal 
himself.  And that means we can’t look down on people who don’t see things the way 
we have been gifted to see them. 
 
Or more charitably, if you are a growing Jesus follower then in 10 years you will 
understand some stuff about Jesus you don’t understand today.  And what that means 
is today you don’t see like you will when you are more mature.  So at some level you 
are blind.  You can see, but the people look like trees.  And maybe you know this, or 
maybe you don’t. 
… 
So I’ve never worn glasses, but my wife does.  And she tells a story of being about 15 
and having glasses but still needing to squint when she looked at the board.  And 
eventually she went to the optometrist to get some new ones.   
 
And on the drive home she was stuck to the window.  She couldn’t believe that trees 
have leaves.  She could always see, but she didn’t know she couldn’t see what 
everyone else saw.   
 
So let’s cut each other a bit of slack when we bump into those who don’t see things the 
way we do.  Isn’t this text a little relevant to where our world is at right now?  Is anyone 
out there being overly critical towards people who don’t see things the way they do?  In 
the Sermon on the Mount Jesus says: 

Do not judge others, and you will not be judged…. Why worry about a speck in 

your friend’s eye when you have a log in your own? (Matthew 7:1-3) 

… 
Blindness is inherently deceptive…  But there’s another side to this, and that is that 
blindness is often tied to doubt.  We get unsure of what we can’t see.  But as we’ve 
found several times in Mark, doubt isn’t a dirty thing to be ashamed of, it’s a healthy part 
of faith if handled correctly.  You see we struggle to believe what we don’t know for 
sure.  But everything about faith isn’t fully known.  If it was then it wouldn’t be faith. 
 
So what if you are having a hard time believing.  Perhaps you aren’t quite sure of what 
you believe about Jesus.  Maybe you believe, but the belief is shaky, or perhaps you 
know you don’t believe but you are considering it.  If that’s you what do you do?  
  
Well, there is beauty here because there are two Jesus seekers in this passage.  So 
one of them is confident and sure of himself.  He is certain he has Jesus right.  He 
knows his theology better than he’s ever known it before.  But next week he gets called 
Satan.   
 
And then there’s the blind guy.  And he’s Peter’s contrast.  He’s not confident he sees 
anything.  He knows he doesn’t understand.  And then he gets healed but it doesn’t 
take.  He sees, but he doesn’t think he sees well enough.  But he’s the guy who wins in 
the end.  And again in chapter 10 Jesus tells the other blind guy: 
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“Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he recovered his 
sight and followed Him on the way. (Mark 10:52 ESV) 

 
So the self-confident guy who has all the answers bumbles along getting Jesus wrong, 
while the guys who don’t see and who need help end up receiving the gift of sight and 
following Jesus.  They go the way Jesus is going! 
 
And friends, this isn’t an accident.  In our world it’s sexy to be a self-made person.  
Everyone wants to be strong and confident.  Everyone wants to look like they have their 
life together.  But self-confidence isn’t the way to approach Jesus, we need humility.  
And so ironically, with Jesus, knowing you don’t see Him clearly, and knowing you need 
help, is further along than thinking you’ve got spiritual sight nailed.   
… 
So if you have been struggling in your faith; if you know things aren’t as healthy as they 
should be; or if you see but you don’t see as clearly as you want, there is good news: 
Jesus loves to heal spiritual blindness.  And there are two things in the text that point 
here and that I will end with. 
 
First, Jesus wants us to see that healing from spiritual blindness usually happens in 
stages. 
… 
So when it comes to “getting saved” we often look to Paul.  And with Paul there is a 
sense that salvation always happens in a moment.  So for example:  

If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised 

Him from the dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:9) 

 
Paul says this is what it means to be saved – saved people declare Jesus as Lord and 
believe.  And so if you do these things then you are saved.  And the reason we get this 
emphasis with Paul is because this is the way salvation happened for Him.  He had that 
Damascus Road experience. 
 
He was headed out to persecute Christians when Jesus showed up and changed the 
agenda.  And in that moment he got struck blind and became aware of his spiritual 
blindness.  And within days was preaching Christ with boldness.  It was instantaneous. 
 
And this happens to some people.  But we need to remember that there’s another 
apostle and another model for how salvation happens.  And that’s Peter.  And Peter’s 
salvation is just as genuine as Paul’s – but it’s not instantaneous, it’s a journey. 
 
And we’ve been walking this out.  In Mark 1 Peter starts following Jesus.  And in chapter 
8 he has come a long way.  But it’s naïve to say he’s arrived.  I mean Jesus is just about 
to call him Satan.  And then he’s going to try to build a house at the transfiguration and 
then he’s going deny he even knows who Jesus is.  So he’s following but it’s bumpy.  
But here’s the thing with Peter, he’s like this blind guy. 
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So when Jesus touches the blind man He asks “What do you see.”  And the blind man 
has a choice.  He can save face and say “Wow, I’m all good Jesus.  Thanks a bunch.”  
But if that happened Jesus probably would have let him go and he would have lived a 
life chopping down people and hugging trees.  Fair? 
 
But he doesn’t say that.  He sees, but he admits he doesn’t see clearly.  He believes, 
but he knows he needs more.  And he admits this.  And similarly, Peter keeps coming 
back for more.  He screws up.  He gets it a little right and then totally wrong over and 
over, but he keeps coming back.  And this is how most of us are going to need to do it if 
we are going to follow Jesus on the way.  Friends, there is hope here.  Amen? 
 
But we’ve got to follow Jesus.  So if you see, but you don’t see fully, don’t be 
embarrassed by your doubt, bring it to Jesus.  Let Him touch you again.   
 
But second, don’t just bring your doubt to Jesus, let your friends help.  Notice that this 
blind guy isn’t by himself.  Verse 22 says: 

When they arrived at Bethsaida, some people brought a blind man to Jesus, and 

they begged Him to touch the man and heal him. (Mark 8:22) 

 
This blind guy has friends.  And he relies on them to bring him to Jesus.  He couldn’t get 
there himself.  And he lets his friends beg Jesus on his behalf.   
 
Brothers and sisters, if you’re blind, or if you see but you don’t see clearly, don’t be 
embarrassed by your blindness – it’s too heavy – invite your Jesus following friends to 
carry it with you.  And on the other side, if you’ve got friends who are struggling in their 
faith, don’t leave them to flounder, pursue them.  Be a friend and draw them to Jesus. 
 
So Jesus heals our blindness in stages and He heals us through our friends.  He wants 
to meet you where you are and touch your eyes again.  And He wants to use you to 
touch the eyes of those He has put in your life. 
… 
Friends, Jesus is at work in this world pouring His miraculous power into your lap, and 
even into your stomach, and yet so often we don’t notice.  We don’t see.  And we don’t 
even know we don’t see.  But He wants us to see and see Him more clearly than we do 
today.   
 
So don’t let your doubt fester into unbelief.  Admit your lack of sight and ask for help.  
Ask Jesus to touch you again.  And surround yourself with friends who love you and 
love Jesus so that your faith can grow.  Brothers and sisters, will you follow Jesus on 
the way?  It’s the path to His glory and your good. 


