
Our mission is to love God, to love our neighbor as ourselves,  
and to nurture and strengthen our Christian faith. 

July 25, 2021 
   Presiding – Rev. Tim Nethercott 

                                                                                                                   .                                                                                                                                                           
We gather as a Christ-infused Community of Faith 

SEED OF MEDITATION   “You may not control all the events that happen to you, but 
you can decide not to be reduced by them.” --Maya Angelou, Letter to My Daughter 

PRELUDE                

WELCOME           

LIGHTING THE CANDLES        

Affirming and Right Relations Candle: May these candles remind us to respect and 
defend the diversity in which we and all people are created and honour the land we live 
on, the traditional territory of Treaty 7 and Métis 3 peoples. 

Christ Candle: May this candle remind us that the light of Christ is with us always; in 
the world, in the universe and in us. 

FOCUSING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP    

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  
And also with you. 

It is good to be together, God, 
on these screens, with these people,  
together listening for your voice,  
united by your Spirit. 
In this time of worship 
tell us about your kingdom of kindness 
so that we can seek it. 
Show us your justice. 
We want to walk with you, 
humbly, closely, daily. 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/4062985


Let us pray... 

OPENING PRAYER:   
Eternal God,  
you are the light of minds that know you, 
the joy of hearts that love you,  
and the strength of wills that serve you; 
grant us to know you so that we may truly love you, 
and to love you that we may truly serve you, 
whose service is perfect freedom, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Copyright Carol Penner  www.leadinginworship.com. 

HYMN       Worship the Lord           VU #401 

  Worship the Lord (worship the Lord) 
  worship the Father, the Spirit, the Son, 
  raising our hands (raising our hands) 
  in devotion to God who is one! 

1 Raising our hands as a sign of rejoicing, 
  and with our lips our togetherness voicing, 
  giving ourselves to a life of creativeness, 
  worship and work must be one!  R 

2 Praying and training that we be a blessing, 
  and by our handiwork daily confessing: 
  we are committed to serving humanity, 
  worship and work must be one!  R 

3 Called to be partners with God in creation, 
  honouring Christ as the Lord of the nation, 
  we must be ready for risk and for sacrifice, 
  worship and work must be one!  R 

4 Bringing the bread and the wine to the table, 
  asking that we may be led and enabled, 
  truly united to build new communities, 
  worship and work must be one!  R 
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5 Now in response to the life you are giving, 
  help us, O Father, to offer our living, 
  seeking a just and a healing society, 
  worship and work must be one!  R 

READINGS       

Contemporary Words  
“A man who lies to himself, and believes his own lies, becomes unable to recognize 
truth, either in himself or in anyone else, and he ends up losing respect for himself and 
for others. When he has no respect for anyone, he can no longer love, and in him, he 
yields to his impulses, indulges in the lowest form of pleasure, and behaves in the end 
like an animal in satisfying his vices. And it all comes from lying — to others and to 
yourself.”  -                                                   - Fyodor Dostoyevsky 

A common thread in the biblical text is that women are responsible for maintaining their 
sexual “purity”. This is not in the interests of their own well-being, but to ensure that as 
male property, women remain “undamaged”. This seems to be a no-win situation… 
Women who fulfil feminine ideals, such as Bathsheba, who is described as “very 
beautiful”, tend to attract negative, often violent, male sexual attention. In other words, 
one way or another, women are constantly implicitly blamed, both in the Bible and in 
contemporary culture, for their rape.                         --Katie Edwards and Emma 
Nagouse 

Words from Scripture 

2 Samuel 11:1-15 

In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king’s 
men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged 
Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem. One evening David got up from his bed 
and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. 
The woman was very beautiful, and David sent someone to find out about her. The 
man said, “She is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 
Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. 
(Now she was purifying herself from her monthly uncleanness.) Then she went back 
home. The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, “I am pregnant.” So 
David sent this word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent him to 
David. When Uriah came to him, David asked him how Joab was, how the soldiers 
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were and how the war was going. Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house 
and wash your feet.” So Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the king was sent after 
him. But Uriah slept at the entrance to the palace with all his master’s servants and 
did not go down to his house. David was told, “Uriah did not go home.” So he asked 
Uriah, “Haven’t you just come from a military campaign? Why didn’t you go home?” 
Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in tents, and my 
commander Joab and my lord’s men are camped in the open country. How could I go 
to my house to eat and drink and make love to my wife? As surely as you live, I will 
not do such a thing!” Then David said to him, “Stay here one more day, and tomorrow 
I will send you back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. At 
David’s invitation, he ate and drank with him, and David made him drunk. But in the 
evening Uriah went out to sleep on his mat among his master’s servants; he did not 
go home. In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. In it he 
wrote, “Put Uriah out in front where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw from him 
so he will be struck down and die.” 

SPECIAL MUSIC     Hallelujah   Leonard Cohen                

REFLECTION    David and Bathsheba Revisited 

HYMN   Spirit of God, Unleashed On Earth       VU #207 
1 Spirit of God, unleashed on earth 
  with rush of wind and roar of flame! 
  With tongues of fire saints spread good news; 
  earth, kindling, blazed its loud acclaim. 

2 You came in power, the church was born; 
  O Holy Spirit, come again! 
  From living waters raise new saints, 
  Let new tongues hail the risen Lord. 

3 With burning words of victory won 
  inspire our hearts grown cold with fear, 
  revive in us baptismal grace, 
  and fan our smouldering lives to flame. 

HONOURING OUR GIFTS   
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God of abundant life, we offer our gifts with love in response to your great love 
for us. Fill us with the spirit of the risen Christ and inspire us to live in your way. 
Amen  

LITTLE GIFTS OF NEW LIFE – Eileen Ladd 

DEDICATION PRAYER         
Loving God, 
bless these gifts and all the ways in which we give. 
May each of our gifts be a part of co-creating 
and tending to the love, safety, belonging, and dignity 
You envision for the world. Amen. 

A TIME OF PRAYER 

Gracious God,  
We pray for the faithful all over the world,  
That all who love you may be united in your service,  
We pray for the United Church of Canada. 
God, hear our prayer 
  R. And in your love, answer 

We pray for the peoples and leaders of the nations 
That they may be reconciled one to another 
In pursuit of your justice and peace.  
We pray for the world,  
especially the people of Yemen and Afganistan. 
God, hear our prayer. R.  

We pray for all who suffer from prejudice, greed or violence,  
That the heart of the humanity may warm with your tenderness.  
We pray especially for all prisoners of politics or religion,  
And for all refugees.  
We pray for all who are oppressed,  
especially those within our own borders. 
God, hear our prayer. R.  

We pray for all in need 

 4



By reason of famine, flood or earthquake,  
That they may know the hope of your faithfulness 
Through the help of others.  
We pray especially for  
The people of Germany and China. 
God, hear our prayer. R.  

We pray for the land, the sea, and the sky,  
That we may live with respect in creation 
And use your gifts with reverence.  
We pray for the earth, 
That action will be taken on climate change. 
God, hear our prayer. R.  

We pray for all who suffer the pain of sickness,  
Loneliness, fear or loss,  
That those whose names are in our hearts,  
In the hearts of others,  
Or known to you alone,  
May receive strength and courage.  
God, hear our prayer. R.  

God of compassion,  
Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray,  
trusting in your mercy, now and forever.  
Hear these and the silent prayers of our hearts, O God, 
as we lift them up to you. 

And now let us sing together as Jesus taught us:     VU #959  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS         

BLESSING and SENDING FORTH          
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Go in peace, 
have courage, 
hold fast to what is good, 
return no-one evil for evil. 
Strengthen the faint-hearted, 
support the weary, 
help the suffering, 
and honour all creatures. 
Love and serve God, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
And may the blessing of God, 
Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

HYMN   Faith of Our Fathers         VU #580 
1 Faith of our fathers, living still 
  in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword; 
  O how our hearts beat high with joy, 
  whene'er we hear that glorious word: 
  faith of our fathers, holy faith,  
  we will be true to you till death. 

2 Faith of our mothers, daring faith, 
  your work for Christ is love revealed, 
  spreading God's word from pole to pole, 
  making love known and freedom real: 
  faith of our mothers, holy faith, 
  we will be true to you till death. 

3 Faith of our sisters, brothers too, 
  who still must bear oppression's might, 
  raising on high, in prisons dark, 
  the cross of Christ still burning bright: 
  faith for today, O living faith, 
  we will be true to you till death. 

4 Faith born of God, O call us yet; 
  bind us with all who follow you, 
  sharing the struggle of your cross 
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  until the world is made anew. 
  Faith born of God, O living faith, 
  we will be true to you till death. 
     
POSTLUDE      
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