
 
 
 
 
 
 

AN ACTS FLY-BY: Review 

The book of Acts is not a TEMPLATE to follow, but principles to be APPLIED. 

Acts 1 is a continuation of Luke’s gospel, which ended with the resurrection of Jesus.   

Acts 2 is a description of the coming of the Holy Spirit and the start of the church.   

In Acts 3-4, the healing of a lame beggar in the temple area sparks a second sermon by Peter and the 
first pushback by the religious authorities.   

In Acts 5, the church faces its first internal issue – the purity of what God was doing - with the death of 
Ananias and Sapphira.   

Acts 6 gives a report of how the church handled a distracting, but important issue – the feeding of the 
widows.   

Acts 7 gives Stephen’s witness and martyrdom before the Jewish High Council. 

 

I.  THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT                          8:1-4 

Acts 8:1 (NASB) Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him [Stephen] to death.  

Acts 7:57 (NIV) At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 58 
dragged him out of the city and began to stone him.  Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of a 

young man named Saul. 
 
 
Acts 8:1 (NASB) Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him [Stephen] to death.  And on that day a great 

persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea 

and Samaria, except the apostles.  2 Some devout men buried Stephen, and made loud lamentation over him.  3 But 

Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, and dragging off men and women, he would put them 

in prison.  4 Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching the word.  

 
 
 
Acts 1:8 (NASB) “… but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My 

witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth."  

 
 

II.  PHILIP: A Faith that Serves                         8:5-8 

Acts 8:5 (NASB) Philip went down to the city of Samaria and began proclaiming Christ to them.  6 The crowds with 

one accord were giving attention to what was said by Philip, as they heard and saw the signs which he was 

performing.  7 For in the case of many who had unclean spirits, they were coming out of them shouting with a loud 

voice; and many who had been paralyzed and lame were healed.  8 So there was much rejoicing in that city.  
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Three aspects are of note in Philip’s ministry: 

1. He brought the MESSAGE of the Messiah.   

2. He brought the POWER of God.   

3. He brought CHANGE by the Holy Spirit. 
 
 

III.  SIMON: A Faith That Doesn’t Save              8:9-24 

Acts 8:9 (NASB) Now there was a man named Simon, who formerly was practicing magic in the city and 

astonishing the people of Samaria… 

 
Four Aspects of a Faith that Doesn’t Save 

1.  There is a wrong view of SELF.     8:9-11 

Acts 8:9 (NASB) Now there was a man named Simon, who formerly was practicing magic in the city and 

astonishing the people of Samaria, claiming to be someone great; 10 and they all, from smallest to greatest, were 

giving attention to him, saying, "This man is what is called the Great Power of God."  11 And they were giving him 

attention because he had for a long time astonished them with his magic arts. 

 
 
 
Romans 3:10 (NIV) As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one; 11 there is no one who understands, 
no one who seeks God.  12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does 
good, not even one."  13 "Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit."  "The poison of vipers is on 
their lips."  14 "Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness."  15 "Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16 ruin and 

misery mark their ways, 17 and the way of peace they do not know."  18 "There is no fear of God before their 
eyes."  … 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God… 

 
 
2.   There is a wrong view of SALVATION.    8:12-13 

Acts 8:12 (NASB) But when they [the people of Samaria] believed Philip preaching the good news about the 

kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men and women alike.  13 Even Simon 

himself believed; and after being baptized, he continued on with [followed] Philip, and as he observed signs and 

great miracles taking place, he was constantly amazed.  

 
 
 

James 2:19 (NASB) You believe that God is one.  You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. 
 
3.  There is a wrong view of the SPIRIT.          8:14-21 

Acts 8:14 (NASB) Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they 

sent them Peter and John, 15 who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.  16 For He 

[the Holy Spirit] had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  
17 Then they [Peter and John] began laying their hands on them, and they were receiving the Holy Spirit.  

 
 
But, what was the reason for the delay?   

(1) Peter and John’s prayer (for bestowing of the Holy Spirit) and their laying on of hands (resulting 
in the coming of the Spirit) confirmed Philip’s ministry among the Samaritans. 

(2) This message Philip had preached was validated by the coming of the Spirit, a mark of the coming 
kingdom (cf. v. 12; Jer. 31:31-34; Ezek. 36:23-27; Joel 2:28-32).   



(3) Perhaps the most important aspect of God’s withholding the Spirit until apostolic representatives 
came from the Jerusalem church was to prevent a schism.    

 
 
Acts 8:18 (NASB) Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was bestowed through the laying on of the apostles' hands, 

he offered them [the apostles] money, 19 saying, "Give this authority to me as well, so that everyone on whom I lay 

my hands may receive the Holy Spirit."  

 
 
 
Acts 8:20 (NASB) But Peter said to him, "May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain 

the gift of God with money!  21 You have no part or portion in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. 

 
 

Matthew 7:21 (NIV) "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he 
who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.  22 Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not 

prophesy in Your name, and in Your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?'  23 Then I will tell them 
plainly, 'I never knew you.  Away from me, you evildoers!' 

Luke 6:46 (NIV) "Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say? 
 
 
4.  There is a wrong view of SIN.          8:22-24 

Acts 8:22 (NASB) "Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, if possible, the intention 

of your heart may be forgiven you.  23 For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bondage of iniquity."  
24 But Simon answered and said, "Pray to the Lord for me yourselves, so that nothing of what you have said may 

come upon me."  

 
 

Romans 8:1 (NASB) Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  2 For the law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 

 
 
2 Corinthians 7:9 (NASB) I now rejoice, not that you were made sorrowful, but that you were made sorrowful to 
the point of repentance; for you were made sorrowful according to the will of God, so that you might not suffer 

loss in anything through us.  10 For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repentance without 
regret, leading to salvation, but the sorrow of the world produces death. 

 
2 Peter 3:9 (NIV) The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some understand slowness.  He is patient with 

you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 
 
 

THE TALE OF THE TAPE: An Application 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERMON-BASED SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS 

Getting Started 

1. In your early years, who did you aspire to be?  Who did you emulate or idolize: A rock star?  Pro 
athlete?  Business Tycoon?  Other? 

2. What idea, statement or concept from this week’s message really caught your attention?  Why? 



Digging Deeper 

1. How was this outbreak of persecution of Christians in Jerusalem both good and bad?  Explain. 
2. What do Phillip and Simon have in common (vv. 5-11)?  How are they different?   
3. How had the crowd responded to Phillip and Simon in the past?  What might this say about their 

listeners? 
4. Given that the Samaritans were considered to be outcasts by the Jews (see John 4:9), why would 

Peter and John be sent to them by the apostles in Jerusalem? 
5. In what ways did Simon’s reaction to the apostles show his deep misunderstanding of the gospel? 
6. Do you think Simon’s words in verse 24 reveal a change in his heart?  Who or why not? 

Moving Forward 

1. What cultural or ethnic prejudices were you brought up with?  How is the gospel breaking through 
those prejudices in your life? 

2. What was your primary motivation in first receiving Jesus Christ as Savior?  What is your primary 
motivation for continuing in the faith? 

 


