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Introduction to the day 
Jesus says that the bread he gives for the life of the world is his flesh, and whoever eats this 
bread has eternal life now and will be raised on the last day. In Ephesians Paul tells us what this 
life Jesus gives us looks like, this life we live as those marked with the seal of the Holy Spirit in 
baptism. We live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us. The whole purpose of life 
is giving yourself for the other. 
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WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from the ways 
of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 
We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG  Gather Us In (ELW 532) 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Gracious God, your blessed Son came down from heaven to be the true bread that gives life to 
the world. Give us this bread always, that he may live in us and we in him, and that, 
strengthened by this food, we may live as his body in the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:4-8 
A reading from 1 Kings. 

4[Elijah] went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a solitary 
broom tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life, for I am 
no better than my ancestors.”5Then he lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep. 
Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, “Get up and eat.” 6He looked, and there at his 
head was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down again. 
7The angel of the Lord came a second time, touched him, and said, “Get up and eat, otherwise 
the journey will be too much for you.” 8He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in the 
strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 4:25-5:2 
A reading from Ephesians. 

25So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are 
members of one another. 26Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 
27and do not make room for the devil. 28Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and 
work honestly with their own hands, so as to have something to share with the needy. 29Let no 
evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so 
that your words may give grace to those who hear. 30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 
with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. 31Put away from you all 
bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, 32and be 
kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. 
5:1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, 2and live in love, as Christ loved us and 
gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL: John 6:35, 41-51 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
35Jesus said to [the crowd,] “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, 
and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 41Then the Jews began to complain about him 
because he said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42They were saying, “Is not this 
Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have 
come down from heaven’?” 43Jesus answered them, “Do not complain among yourselves. 44No 
one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on 
the last day. 45It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone who 
has heard and learned from the Father comes to me. 46Not that anyone has seen the Father 
except the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. 47Very truly, I tell you, whoever 
believes has eternal life. 48I am the bread of life. 49Your ancestors ate the manna in the 
wilderness, and they died. 50This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may 
eat of it and not die. 51I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this 
bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 

 
 

 
 



6 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  O Bread of Life from Heaven (isometric) (ELW 480) 
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CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the holy catholic Church of Christ throughout the world, 
   For its unity in witness and service 
   For all bishops, pastors, and Deacons 
   For all believers and for those who are yet to believe 
Lord in your mercy  Hear our prayer 
 
Let us pray for all nations and peoples of the earth and for those in authority, 
   For our President, Vice President and Governor, 
   For the Congress and the Supreme Court 
   For the United Nations 
   For all who serve the common good of all people 
   That with God’s help they may seek justice and truth and help us all to live in peace. 
Lord in your mercy   Hear our prayer 
 
Let us pray for the earth that we may learn to use its resources wisely 
   For those suffering the effects of global warming – floods, fires and excess heat 
   For those who have lost homes, pets, jobs and family to those disasters 
Lord in your mercy   Hear our prayer 
 
Let us pray for all who suffer and are afflicted in body or mind 
   For the hungry and homeless, the destitute and oppressed 
   For the sick and wounded 
   For those in loneliness and fear 
   For those who face temptation, doubt and despair 
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   For prisoners and captives and those in mortal danger 
   For the sorrowful and bereaved 
   That God in his mercy will comfort and relieve them, and grant them the knowledge of 
   his love and stir up in us the will and patience to minister to their needs. 
Lord in your mercy   Hear our prayer 
 
Let us pray for those who have died 
   For those who have loved and served your church on earth and have died in the hope of the 
   of the resurrection 
   For all of the departed, may they rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 
Let us pray for those who we now name, either silently or aloud… 
Lord in your mercy   Hear our prayers 
 
Lord God, hear the prayers of your church, as we rejoice in the mystery of our Lord’s death and 
resurrection for us, grant that what we celebrate with faith we may put into practice in our lives, 
through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord 
AMEN 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Jesus, Bread of life, 
you have set this table with your very self, 
and called us to the feast of plenty. 
Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. 
Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world.  Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. 
You reveal your glory 
as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: 
equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, 
ever to be adored in your eternal glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207) 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, 
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 
in the harmonious world of your creation, 
the plants and animals, 
the seas and stars 
were whole and well in your praise. 

When sin had scarred the world, 
you sent your Son to heal our ills 
and to form us again into one. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his acts of healing, 
his body given up, 
and his victory over death, 
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 



11 

 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 
Come! 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Jesus, Bread of life, 
we have received from your table 
more than we could ever ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, 
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
In your name we pray. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG     Savior, Again to Your Dear Name (ELW 534) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 


