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Living 
Upside 
Down

Message 15: 

The Power of Possessions

Mt. 6:19-24

What this message is about

Jesus admonishes followers to 
practice good priorities and invest 
in eternal rather than temporal 
“treasures”.  

Purpose of  this message

To explore the pitfalls and 
privileges of  possessions, and 
navigate how best to use them. 

The Basic Negative Command

“Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust destroy, and where 
thieves break in and steal.

Mt. 6:19

The Basic Positive Command

But, store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys, and where 
thieves do not break in or steal

Mt. 6:20

The Basic Positive Command

…make yourselves money belts 
that do not wear out, an 
inexhaustible treasure in heaven. 

Lk. 12:33b

1 2

3 4

5 6



7/31/2021

2

Structure of  the passage: 

vv. 19-21 Warning about wrong treasures

vv. 22-23 Warning about wandering eyes

v. 24 Warning about who/what we serve

Jesus warns us against these three 
symptoms (signs) of  bad priorities 
regarding possessions.

The Peril of  Possessions

1. They can be blinding.

2. They do not satisfy.

3. They are fleeting.

4. They can become the object of  
our trust.

1. Possessions can be blinding.

The Rich Man and Lazarus 
Lk 16:19-25

2. Possessions do not satisfy.

He who loves money will not be 
satisfied with money, nor he who 
loves wealth with his income; this 
also is vanity. 

Eccl. 5:10

2. Possessions do not satisfy.

Do not weary yourself to gain 
wealth; stop dwelling on it. 

Prov. 23:4

Whoever trusts in his riches will 
fall, but the righteous will flourish 
like a green leaf.               Prov 11:28
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3. Possessions are fleeting.

..moth and rust destroy, and where 
thieves break in and steal.   Mt 6:19

When you set your eyes on it, it is 
gone. For wealth certainly makes 
itself  wings like an eagle that flies 
toward the heavens.          Prov 23:5

4. Possessions can become the 
object of  our trust.

“The land of  a rich man was very 
productive. And he began thinking to 
himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since 
I have no place to store my crops?’ 
And he said, ‘This is what I will do:

4. Possessions can become the 
object of  our trust.

I will tear down my barns and build 
larger ones, and I will store all my 
grain and my goods there. And I will 
say to myself, “You have many goods 
stored up for many years to come; 
relax, eat, drink, and enjoy yourself!”’

4. Possessions can become the 
object of  our trust.

But God said to him, ‘You fool! This 
very night your soul is demanded of  
you; and as for all that you have 
prepared, who will own it now?’ Such 
is the one who stores up treasure for 
himself, and is not rich in relation to 
God.”                                      Lk 12: 17-21

4. Possessions can become the 
object of  our trust.

And he shall not acquire many 
wives for himself, lest his heart 
turn away, nor shall he acquire for 
himself  excessive silver and gold.

Deut 17:17

4. Possessions can become the 
object of  our trust.

Jehoiakim ruled over Judah with wealth 
that he paid as tribute to both Egypt and 
Assyria. Jewish tradition quotes him: “all 
that God gives us is light, and this we no 
longer need, since we have a kind of  gold 
that shines just like the light; furthermore, 
God has given this gold to mankind and 
cannot take it back.”
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4. Possessions can become the 
object of  our trust.

And now what do you gain by 
going to Egypt to drink the waters 
of  the Nile? Or what do you gain by 
going to Assyria to drink the 
waters of  the Euphrates?

Jeremiah 2:18

4. Possessions can become the 
object of  our trust.

You ask and do not receive, 
because you ask with the wrong 
motives, so that you may spend 
what you request on your
pleasures. 

James 4:3

God’s Plan for Possessions

1. Keep the proper perspective.

2. You are God’s possession. 

3. God will provide. 

1. Keep the proper perspective.

Therefore, since we also have such 
a great cloud of  witnesses 
surrounding us, let’s rid ourselves 
of  every obstacle and the sin 
which so easily entangles us,

1. Keep the proper perspective.

and let’s run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, looking 
only at Jesus, the originator and 
perfecter of  the faith, who for the 
joy set before Him endured the 
cross                               Heb 12:1-2a

2. You are God’s possession.

Your body is a temple of  the Holy 

Spirit…., you have been bought with a 

price, you are not your own.1 Cor 6:19-20

And after being freed from sin, you 

became slaves to righteousness. 

Romans 6:18 a
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3. God will provide. 

He who did not spare his own Son 
but gave him up for us all, how will 
he not also with him graciously 
give us all things? Romans 8:32

Seek first the Kingdom and all 
these things will be added to you. 

Mt 6:33

3. God will provide. 

As for the rich in this present age, 
charge them not to be haughty, nor 
to set their hopes on the 
uncertainty of  riches, but on God, 
who richly provides us with 
everything to enjoy.

1 Tim 6:17

3. God will provide. 

Give, and it will be given to you. 
Good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, running over, will 
be put into your lap.

3. God will provide. 

Give, and it will be given to you. 
Good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, running over, will 
be put into your lap. For with the 
measure, you use it will be 
measured back to you.” Luke 6:38 

The Proper Possessions

1. Freedom

2. Good works 

3. A good name

4. Wisdom

5. Faith

God’s Litmus Test

Now if  anyone builds on the 
foundation with gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, straw— each one's 
work will become manifest, for the 
Day will disclose it, because it will be 
revealed by fire, and the fire will test 
what sort of  work each one has done.
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God’s Litmus Test

If  the work that anyone has built on 
the foundation survives, he will 
receive a reward. If  anyone's work is 
burned up, he will suffer loss, though 
he himself  will be saved, but only as 
through fire.

1 Cor 3:12-15

1. Freedom

For such is the will of  God, that by 
doing right you silence the 
ignorance of  foolish people. Act as 
free people, and do not use your 
freedom as a covering for evil, but 
use it as bond-servants of God. 

1 Pet 2:16

2. Good works 

You were created for good works 
which God prepared beforehand, 
that you may walk in them.

Eph 2:10

2. Good works 

…waiting for our blessed hope, the 
appearing of  the glory of  our great 
God and Savior Jesus Christ, who 
gave himself  for us to redeem us from 
all lawlessness and to purify for 
himself  a people for his own 
possession who are zealous for good 
works. Titus 2:13-14

3. A good name 

A good name is to be chosen 
rather than great riches,
and favor is better than silver or 
gold. 

Prov 22:1

4. Wisdom 

Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, 

and the one who gets understanding, for 

the gain from her is better than gain from 

silver and her profit better than gold. She 

is more precious than jewels, and 

nothing you desire can compare with 

her. Prov 3:13-15
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5. Faith 

so that the tested genuineness of  

your faith—more precious than gold

that perishes though it is tested by 

fire—may be found to result in praise 

and glory and honor at the revelation 

of  Jesus Christ. 1 Pet 1:7

5. Faith 

And without faith it is impossible 

to please him, for whoever would 

draw near to God must believe 

that he exists and that He rewards 

those who seek Him. Heb 11:6

Ephesians 3:20 

Now to him who is able to do

Ephesians 3:20 

Now to him who is able to do far more 

abundantly than all that we ask or 

think, 

Ephesians 3:20 

Now to him who is able to do far more 

abundantly than all that we ask or 

think, according to the power at work 

within us, 

Ephesians 3:20 

Now to him who is able to do far more 

abundantly than all that we ask or 

think, according to the power at work 

within us, to him be glory in the 

church and in Christ Jesus
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Ephesians 3:20 

Now to him who is able to do far more 

abundantly than all that we ask or 

think, according to the power at work 

within us, to him be glory in the 

church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, forever 

and ever. Amen.

Next Step
•Take inventory of  your 
possessions, not for the purpose 
of  finding security, but for 
determining what God wants from 
your resources 
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