
Trinity 9, 2021 

 

“And his master praised the unrighteous steward because he had acted with 

prudence.”  (St. Luke 16.) 

 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

During the Trinity Season the Altar is dressed in green -- green for spiritual 

growth. As the natural world is alive now with all kinds of green things, so the 

Church focuses on the growth of her children in faith, hope and charity.  

 

Of course, in order to grow we need to be aware of habits and behaviours that can 

stunt our growth, as well as the things that can promote it. Specifically, then, let’s 

ask ourselves: what will help me to have a closer walk with the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and what will draw me away from Him? 

 

Well, today’s Epistle and Gospel provide answers. The Epistle underlines the 

danger of lust, and the Gospel highlights the importance of prudence. Lust and 

prudence – let’s look at these more closely. 

 

If you would like to follow along, the Epistle is found on page 231 of the Prayer 

Book; or, on page ___ in the pew Bible. The reference is from St. Paul's First 

Letter to the Corinthians, chapter 10, beginning at the first verse.  In this passage, 

Paul is speaking about the Israelites’ trek from Egypt to the Promised Land. He 

makes references to their crossing on the dry bottom of the Red Sea with Moses, 

and the miracles at Rephidim and Kadesh when the Lord provided water for them 

from a rock. Let’s take a second to read this for ourselves: 

 

From the Epistle on page 231: 

 

“Brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were 

under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; and were all baptized unto Moses 

in the cloud, and in the sea; and did all eat the same spiritual food, and did all 

drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual rock that followed 

them; and that rock was Christ.”     

 

In addition to the Red Sea and the rock, Paul mentions the cloud – the pillar of 

cloud that led the Israelites in the daylight hours. He also refers to “the same 

spiritual food”; he means the heavenly bread – the manna – which God provided 



day after day, year after year, during their journey. But let’s continue so that we 

don’t miss the key point. St. Paul continues: 

 

“But with many of them – with many of the Israelites – God was not well pleased; 

for they were overthrown in the wilderness (as proof of God’s displeasure).”  

Okay, but why was God displeased with them? Here comes the answer: “Now 

these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things as 

they also lusted. Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them”.   

 

So, this is the point: lust will stunt our growth in the new life of the Holy Spirit. By 

‘lust’ Paul meant a strong, evil desire of the flesh. We automatically think of lust in 

terms of excessive sexual desire. In the case of today’s Epistle, that sexual lust led 

to idolatry. Listen again to what Paul says: “We should not lust after evil things as 

they also lusted. Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them.” By “idolater” Paul 

was referring to something that happened on the journey when they got near the 

country of Moab. The whole, sordid story is told in the Book of Numbers, chapter 

25. Israelite men began to carry on with Moabite women; and their sexual exploits 

led them to turn away from God and worship the idol, Baal. In doing so, they  

participated in blasphemous, sacrificial rituals.   

 

The point here is the damage that can result when we give into evil desires. As 

Christians, we have promised to renounce them in our Baptism: “the devil and all 

his works, the vain pomp and glory of the world, with all of its covetous desires, 

and the sinful desires of the flesh”. Afterall, we are the children of God – children 

of the light. That said, we live in a culture that bases much of its business and trade 

on products that gratify physical and sexual desire…. Whether it be on the 

television or the internet; in the movie theater; or in books, music videos, video 

games; or via the music on the radio, be it country, pop, rap, or rock and roll – we 

are under a constant barrage of lust-filled messaging. 

 

For example, as the CBC Television Manual for Program Standards and Practices, 

(released in January 2012) says, “CBC programs should respect and reflect the 

generally accepted values of contemporary society…. Examination of any sensitive 

subject such as religion, politics, sex or morality will probably be objectionable to 

some. Good taste, nevertheless, must not be … the rigid exclusion of anything that 

might give offence to anybody. The type of program concerned, its time of 

scheduling and the composition of the audience for whom it is intended should all 

be taken into consideration when making judgments about good taste.” 

 



“The generally accepted values of contemporary society” – this is an important 

phrase to grasp. Whereas Canada was founded on Christian principles and values, 

set forth in the Bible, our nation no longer holds to them. Instead, “the generally 

accepted values of contemporary society” form the basis of things like CBC 

television program standards as well as governmental and military policies. This 

change in practice poses a question: what should we do? What should we, as the 

Church, do? And, what should we, as individual Christians, do?  

 

This is where today’s Gospel comes in. The Lord Jesus tells the parable of an 

unrighteous steward – a slippery manager who cheated his boss and embezzled 

money for his own gain. When he is called to give an account of his work, he 

decides to make a few final deals in order to secure his future. Calling in his 

master’s debtors, he asks each one how much they owe. Then he instructs them to 

reduce the amount on their invoice. By doing this he makes some fast friends.  

And, even though it was all dishonest, his master actually complements him for 

acting with prudence. 

 

Prudence – that is what Jesus calls us to. As we wonder what we should do as 

Christians in the 21
st
 century, we need to consider prudence. ‘Prudence’ is a word 

that means practical wisdom, or understanding. It has to do with making quick and 

intelligent decisions. If we were talking hockey, we might refer to the incredible 

passing skills of Wayne Gretzky or Sidney Crosby. They are known for their 

tremendous anticipation—for seeing the play before it unfolds -- and making 

prudent decisions with the puck.   

 

So, what does this mean for us as the Church? No doubt a library of books could 

be written on that question. However, may I suggest two things? First, we need to 

be clear on what we value as the Church, and why. Second, we need to agree 

together that we will not rate our success – if we can call it that – according to our 

culture’s standards or values, which often are rooted in money or human rights. 

Our ‘success’ relies on God’s approval, not man’s.  

 

In saying that, let’s be clear on what this really means: God calls us to deny 

ourselves and take up our cross and follow Him. He calls us to love our enemies 

and do good to those who hate us. He calls us not to be served but to serve. And He 

does all of that not only in His written Word, but through His Word Incarnate – His 

Word in-the-flesh – Jesus Christ. All right. Now, why do we value this challenging 

Word? Because in Christ, God loved us and gave Himself for us, even to suffering, 

humiliation and death in order to save us from the powers of death and sin. We 

value His Way because it is the way of Hope, and Peace, and Everlasting Life.     



 

As the Church, prudence requires us to know who we are and Whose we are, and to 

live accordingly. As individual Christians, this involves discipline and preparation. 

Strangely, there is a big disconnect when it comes to our soul. We think ahead; we 

plan; we make calls; we check out the details – we do all of that before making any 

decision that involves a dinner out, a major purchase, investment or trip. But we do 

very little of that on the spiritual side of our life.   

 

Consequently, many Christians are not familiar with the Bible, or its authority for 

our lives. Those deficits, of course, affect the quality of our faith; and lead to a lack 

of conviction about Christian beliefs and values. Preaching on this Gospel passage, 

R. W. Church said: 

 

 “We begin well, and spoil it all by stopping short; by slackness, by want of faith, 

by (lack) of serious belief that we have to live and work in earnest for God….. All 

the care, all the patience, all the perseverance, all the consistency, which men find 

necessary for success in the world, we think may be done without, when we are 

running the awful race of life on which depends the salvation of our souls.”  

  

Just as a garden needs daily tending, so our walk with the Lord Jesus requires daily 

effort. It requires prudence – preparation and planning. It requires support: from 

the truth of God’s Word; from His Spirit Who dwells in us; from the grace He 

offers us in the Holy Communion; from the daily conversation with Him in prayer; 

and from fellow Christians. These are prudent activities. Without them, we make 

ourselves susceptible, easy targets for lust and every evil desire. The reality is, as 

the Lord said to Cain: “Sin is crouching at the door; its desire is for you, but you 

must master it”. (Genesis 4.7)  

 

Today’s Collect acknowledges that we cannot do anything that is good without 

God. It is a subtle call to act prudently. Do not despair, my friends. As St. John 

said, “He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.” (1 St. John 4.4). 

You belong to God. He has claimed you, and adopted you and made you His own 

child. He washed you in the precious Blood of His Son, and He has an eternal plan 

for your life. Let us take hold of the gift He has given us and seek to live by His 

Spirit. Let us seek a closer walk with Jesus, for that is the best and prudent thing to 

do in these days. 

 

And now unto God Almighty: the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost…    

 

    



 

 


