
CLC Wave of Prayer—August 1, 2021 

In 2014, the Baltimore police department began training its officers to operate without racial bias. In 2015, after 

the death of Freddie Gray, the department continued with de-escalation training. Other police departments are 

seeking reform after the killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis in 2020.  

• God, we thank you that reform is being sought by some police departments. We pray that individual 

police officers will embrace their training and learn to operate without bias and with strategies for de-

escalation. We pray that police brutality will come to an end. For those officers who have wrongfully 

taken the life of another, we ask that they come to realize their wrongdoing, communicate their 

remorse to their victims’ families, and experience forgiveness and redemption through you. Lord, in 

your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Sixteen-year-old Kalief Browder was a young Black man who spent three years inside New York City's Rikers 

Island detention center awaiting trial and without being convicted of stealing a backpack, for which he was 

arrested. 700 some days of the more than 1000 total days at Rikers were spent in solitary confinement in an 

8x10x6 foot space. After his release in 2013, he struggled with depression and took his own life in 2015. A new 

exhibition, “The Box,” sheds light on this story and on Browder’s resilience. 

• God, we pray for all those who are wrongfully held in prisons or detention centers, many of whom 

are people of color. We acknowledge that mass incarceration of people of color is a grave injustice 

that needs to be addressed and that many people of color fear being abducted. We thank you that 

the issue is being brought to light in recent months and years. Loving God, we offer you our prayer. 

As of August 1, between 4 and 11 million Americans could face eviction. That many people are behind on their 

rent, and the moratorium on evictions recently ended. Federal and state financial assistance is slow in coming to 

those who need it.  

• God, we pray for those who lost their jobs during the pandemic and have been unable to pay their 

rent. We pray that a solution other than eviction will be found. We pray for all organizations and 

individuals who are helping those with housing insecurities. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

The number of Covid cases in the United States and around the world is on the rise, including among children. 

Many people are afraid of contracting the virus and do not feel safe, while others fear the ramifications of 

possible increased restrictions, like mask mandates or vaccine passports. Of the nearly 500 deaths of U.S. 

children and youth under Age 21, Black, Hispanic, and native American children account for 3 out of 4 deaths.  

• God, we pray for everyone who is affected by Covid 19, which means most of the world and the 

world’s people. We pray especially for minority communities who have higher rates of infections, 

long-term effects, and deaths. God, we don’t really know how to pray for this situation, but we do 

pray, and we trust in you. Loving God, we offer you our prayer. 

Many situations around the world are tense. There are too many to name. There have been elections in Iran, 

Syria, and Russia; an assassination in Haiti; U.S. airstrikes on Iran-backed militia groups in Iraq and Syria, U.S. 

troops leaving Afghanistan with multi-layered effects; Chinese crackdowns in Hong Kong which have imprisoned 

a protestor and created a possible travel ban; devastating mudslides, wildfires, and floods. 

• God, for all these specific situations and more, we pray for freedom rather than control, diplomacy 

rather than violence, solutions to protracted conflicts, alternatives in the face of climate change, and 

comfort for all who suffer. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 


