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Loved by God; Loving Others. 

Fed by God; Feeding Others 
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I’m back in my rocking chair in my office after a lovely sabbatical. This intentional 
time away follows the rhythm of the laws regarding sabbath years. Leviticus lays out 
that "Six years you shall sow your field, and six years you shall prune your vineyard, 
and gather in their yield; 4but in the seventh year there shall be a sabbath of complete 
rest for the land, a sabbath for the LORD: you shall not sow your field or prune your 
vineyard.” Leviticus 25:3-4 
 

Letting the land as well as the worker rest is the law. It is a witness to what God is do-
ing in this world. That’s a hard concept where people are tempted to slide into work-
ing too much to prove their worth or slip into sloth when exhausted and unable to 
function. We learn to rest so we remember our worth is in God’s grace and love. We 
practice resting so we may have the energy to function even when life feels over-
whelming. 
 

I pulled back from the rhythm of the church to observe what is life affirming and what 
needs to be released. I’m still working through some of this with my spiritual director 
and journaling, but three obvious things rose to the surface during this time: 
 

I process my life and faith through writing. Journaling is important and I’m working 
on a book on systematic theology. This is a chance for me to think through the big pic-
ture of my faith. 
 

I love learning and have no desire to do any more “practical” continuing education. So 
much of the current learning for pastors is about integrating technology or growing the 
church; I desire to learn more about who God is and how we witness to that. One of 
the highlights from sabbatical was taking a theology class through the Vancouver 
School of Theology with Dr. Miroslav Volf.  
 

I’ve got to change some of my current practices in leadership for my health and the 
health of the congregation. It’s too easy for me to do “little” things instead of asking 
someone else and suddenly my day is overflowing with tasks. This isn’t a bad thing, 
except when it makes people tasks instead of sacred mysteries. 
 

I’m thankful to Karl and Kelly for providing pastoral support. I’m also thankful to 
Becky, the church council, all the summer lunch staff and volunteers, as well as Rose-
mary and Hannah. People have stepped up and I look forward to these next council 
meetings as we all discuss our roles and vision for where we are headed together. 
 

Peace, 
Pastor Tari 

 
SOV’s Covid Response  

We continue to monitor the City & Borough of Juneau’s Covid guidelines and will be 
flexible with how to proceed with gatherings and activities happening at SOV. Please 
plan to wear a mask at all in-person gatherings. Feel free to contact the church office 
with any questions or concerns.  
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Faith Formation at SOV 
We hope you’ll join us as part of your faith journey. We have opportunities this month and 
we’re making plans for September. Through it all, with hope and grace and flexibility as 
key components to our planning, we’ll monitor COVID-related guidelines from the city.     

Youth Faith Formation in the Fall 
All of these plans are tentative based on a COVID level of “moderate.”  
 

Camping Cove Overnight (September 5-6) 
Middle schoolers (confirmation age youth) head out to Camping Cove for an overnight adventure. 
 

Sunday Mornings for the Youngest Ones 
Following worship in-person at 10:45-11:15 a.m. We will mask and distance, and spend 30 minutes 
together with a Bible story, lesson and activity. This is mainly for nursery, preschool, and K-2nd 
graders.  
 

Sunday Mornings for Older Elementary and Confirmation Youth 
Older elementary and confirmation youth will meet in-person from 11:15-11:45 a.m.. Depending on 
the Covid alert level, these will be walking lessons or small group lessons safely spaced throughout 
the church.  
 

Sunday Mornings Plus for Senior High Youth  
Some of our high school youth proposed a few options for the fall, including Sunday morning walks, 
volunteer projects, and/or guitar lessons/jams. Sunday evening cooking sessions and deep discussion 
were also proposed. Looking ahead just a little bit: we’re in the process of reserving the high ropes 
course sometime October 18-22 (week off of school) and possibly staying at Methodist Camp and 
doing some work projects. Also, the Jubilee cabin at the Shrine is reserved December 29-30. 

SOV Book Club 
The book for August is The Collected Poetry of Nikki Giovanni: 1968-1998 (the complete early work of 
this renowned African-American poet). We will meet at 5:30 p.m., Wednesday, August 18 at SOV.  
 

Small Group Devotions on Tuesday Evenings; and Thursday & Sunday Mornings  
We’ve still got an uncertain road ahead of us through this pandemic and now is a vital time to stay con-
nected. Join the following folks at one of these weekly devotion groups. Please note, just because the 
groups happen weekly doesn’t mean you have to attend weekly. You can find the Zoom links for these 
events on the SOV website.  
8:30 a.m. Sundays with Chris Wallace, Glenn Mitchell, Kirt Stage-Harvey, and Dan Corson 
5:30 p.m. Tuesdays with Kristina Abbott, Trevor & Talea Kellar, Katherine Andrews, and Marie Kanan  
9 a.m. Thursdays with Becky Corson, Teresa Kissel, Sue Trivette, and Nancy Hixson  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heads Up! Gospel of Mark Bible Study in September 

Pastor Tari will lead a Bible study via Zoom on the Gospel of Mark at 5:30 p.m. Thursdays in September. 
 

Sunday Worship 

Join us at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. The Zoom invitations for Sunday worship are published in the 
SOV Weekly email. Sunday Worship is both in-person and on Zoom. Folks who worship in person need to 
wear a mask. While we miss having little ones around, it’s still not safe for us to have small children wan-
dering around the church. We also encourage folks who want to worship in person to get vaccinated.   
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Many Hands & Many Hearts!  
Serving with Love at SOV 

We’ve always got a healthy list of ways to get involved. Check out these ways to contribute your generous 
gifts of reflection, time, money, food, or prayers. Prayers are appreciated for any and all of our ministries. 
 

Daily Devotions on Vocation 
Beginning September 7, we will share daily devotions written by those of us at SOV (that means you too). 
If you haven’t yet downloaded the SOV app on your phone or tablet, please do so! And please allow the 
app to send notifications (that’s actually Pastor Tari letting you know a new devotion is ready).  
 

Everyone is encouraged to send their response to the following reflection about vocation and faith. Email 
them to the church office at sovjuneau@gmail.com by August 30: 
 

What do you believe about God and how does that get lived out in your daily life? 
 

SOV Service Opportunities—Worship Servants and More 
It’s working! For the last few months, based on a volunteer survey we took last winter, we’ve scheduled 
worship servants and food pantry volunteers an entire month at a time. Emails go out to everyone who has 
been plugged into a volunteer position and those folks simply take a moment to confirm that they are (or 
are not) available at the scheduled time. It’s easy and efficient and we appreciate folks giving it a try!  
 

If you are one of the many who completed the online survey, please note you are able to let us know which 
days you are NOT available to volunteer through your SOV account at sovlutheran.elvanto.net. And if you 
would like to be on the roster to volunteer for worship as a reader or lay assistant, or for the food pantry as 
a bagger or driver, let us know in the church office.   
 

Glory Hole Meatloaf 
We will cook and serve our traditional meatloaf meal on Wednesday, August 18.  Keep an eye out for the 
online sign-up sheet for needed contributions of time and food.   
 

Food Pantry Operations  
Donations of food are always needed and appreciated!  The pantry is available for food order pick-ups 
from 4-6 p.m. Wednesdays and 9-10 a.m. Saturdays.  If you know folks who need food, please have them 
call the direct line to the food pantry (907) 500-3588 and the operator on duty will answer their questions.  

 
Giving Via the Website 
If you would like to give financially to a specific ministry, there are a whole bunch of them from which to 
choose on our website.  Go to www.sovlutheran.org, click on “Give” and when you get to the drop down 
menu, choose your ministry. You can set up recurrent giving or just give a one-time donation.   
 

Rummage Sale at SOV 
Got stuff? The crew of folks going on the June 2022 Spiritual Healing Trip to Ireland and Wales are host-
ing SOV’s next rummage sale, with proceeds going toward travel expenses. The tentative plan is to hold it 
on Saturday, August 28. We will gratefully accept your donations of gently used items to sell (no adult 
clothes or outdated electronics, please). Hopefully we will be able to accept donations from Sunday, Au-
gust 22 to Wednesday, August 25 for the sale. Stay tuned for details!   
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Memorial Service for Pastor Larry Rorem 
 

Pastor Larry’s family originally planned to hold 
his memorial service at SOV in August. However, 
due to the unfortunate reemergence of Covid in 
Juneau, they have decided to wait until January 
2022. Please continue to keep Laura and all her 
family in your prayers.   
 
Americorps Volunteers 
Rosemary Kiessling and Hannah Harvey have 
been working with us this summer as part of a 
Hunger Free America ten-week program through 
Americorps. Americorps is a domestic peace corps 
program where volunteers get a living allowance 
and then an educational award at the end of the 
term. 
 

Rosemary and Hannah have been responsible for 
the food programs at church as well as leading 
Glacier Bible Camp, SOV Day Camp, and hunger 
advocacy. They also help at Family Promise. It’s a 
lot, but they are doing a fantastic job and we look 
forward to a food insecurity forum with local po-
litical leaders on Tuesday, August 3 when they 
will share some of their observations with the gov-
ernor’s office and legislators. 
 
Newsletter Sponsorship 

If you are interested in sponsoring a month of the 
newsletter in honor or celebration of something or 
someone, let us know. The suggested donation is 
$100. Call or email the church to let us know 
which month you would like to sponsor and any 
special wording you want included. 

Sunday Worship 

Join us at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. The 
Zoom invitations for Sunday worship are pub-
lished in the SOV Weekly email. Sunday Worship 
is in-person and on Zoom. Folks who worship in 
person need to wear a mask. While we miss hav-
ing little ones around, it’s still not safe for us to 
have small children wandering around the church. 
We also encourage folks who want to worship in 
person to get vaccinated.   
 

SOV Scholarship Fund 
Thank you to Erin Wallace and Braden Jenkins for 
their applications for the SOV Scholarship for 
Christian Service. Both wrote thoughtful reflec-
tions on how they will serve Christ and the schol-
arship committee decided to award them both a 
$500 scholarship (since one year we had zero ap-
plications). Thank you to Dean Rasmussen, Joy 
Will, and Michelle Weaver for serving on the 
committee.  
 

The scholarship is offered annually and any post-
high school student, involved in their congrega-
tion, and continuing their education with a vision 
of Christian service, is eligible to apply. Donations 
may be made to the scholarship fund on-line or 
with a check designated for “scholarship” in the 
memo.  
 

Summer Lunch and Day Camp 
A huge thank you to our staff and volunteers who 
helped feed a crew of fabulous youth at least 2500 
meals. It was fun this year to add a couple of hours 
of “Day Camp” on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
These hours were for 3rd-6th grade youth to hang 
out after lunch for some extra crafts and learning 
activities. Thanks to a Rasmuson/DHSS grant for 
making this possible. 
 

Summer Lunch ends on August 6. We plan to 
hold an all-week day camp from August 9-13. It 
will happen from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., with local 
artists leading projects. Call the church for de-
tails.  

Do not be anxious about anything,  
but in every situation, by prayer and  

petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. And the peace  

of God, which transcends all  
understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus.   
Philippians 4:6-7 
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Education is not the filling of a pail but the lighting 
of a fire. 

 

William Butler Yeats (1865-1939) 

Heading into a new school year is an exciting and 
often stressful time for students and school staff. 
We want to send everyone back to school with a 
heart full of blessings!  
 

Most Juneau School District students head back 
to school on Monday, August 16. We will do the 
blessing of backpacks, as well as of students, 
teachers, and staff on Sunday, August 15 dur-
ing worship. 

Back-to-School Humor 
 

Why was school easier for cave people? 
Because there was no history to study!  

 
Why was the teacher wearing sunglasses to school? 

She had bright students!  
 

What’s the king of all school supplies? 
The ruler.  

 
What makes a Cyclops such an effective teacher? 

He has only one pupil.  

A Prayer for Our Youth 
God of all good gifts, your Son gathered children into his arms 
and blessed them. Help us to understand our youth as they grow 
in years and in knowledge of your world. Give us compassion 
when they face temptations and experience failures. Teach us to 
encourage their search for truth and value in their lives. Help us 
to appreciate their ideals and sympathize with their frustrations; 
that with them we may look for a better world than either we or 
they have known; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Let the Blessings Overflow 
Celebrations in August 

A Moment for Prayer 
Give us grateful hearts, O God, for all your mercies, and make us mindful of the needs of 
others; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Please keep in your prayers Alaska Synod Bishop Shelley Wickstrom; ELCA Presiding 
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton; and Pastor Tari Stage-Harvey.  
 

 

August Birthdays 

1 Kael Swanson 

2 Pam Mueller-Guy 

4 Elijah Harvey 

4 Lena Rasmussen 

4 Lauren Stichert 

7 Allison Walton 

8 Ilya Wallace 

8 Audrey Cisney 

9 Fred Howard 

9 Tom Pegues 

12 Sue Trivette 

15 Glen Oliver 

15 Kristina Abbott 

16 Erin Wallace 

17 Linda Landvik 

17 Daniel Peterson 

17 Bekah Peterson 

18 Kay Smith 

19 Betty Svensson 

22 Ben Nestler 

23 Dane Hubert 

23 Karen Stumpf 

24 June Morgen 

25 Lance Stevens 

29 Kristin Wright 

30 Jessica Oliver 

Good News!  
 

Prayers for Nicole Fenumiai and 
Joshua Martinez, as they prepare for 
their upcoming wedding on August 
7. May blessings shower on them 
throughout their life together. 
 

We are happy to share that Josh and 
Mariel Odum have a baby girl! Mat-
tie Jean Trinidad Odum was born at 
6:24 a.m. on July 2nd. She weighed 
6 lbs 6 oz and was 20.5 in long. Wel-
come and blessings, Mattie!  
 

With great joy, we welcomed Pey-
ton, Katherine (Katy), and McKinley 
into the community through the sac-
rament of baptism. The baptism took 
place on July 28, outdoors on a  
beautiful summer evening.  

 

August Baptismal  Birthdays 

2 Pam Mueller-Guy 

3 Elijah Harvey 

17 Hannah Harvey 

17 Sophia Harvey 

17 David Nestler 

18 Tim Peterson 

30 Dean Rasmussen 

 

August Wedding Anniversaries 

1 Nick & DiAndrea Andrews 

11 Allison & Logan Balstad 

15 Philis & Paul Beran 

24 Kirt & Tari Stage-Harvey 

 
Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong.  

Let all that you do be done in love.  I Corinthians 16:13-14 



7 

 

 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

830 am Zoom Devos 

930 am Worship 

2 3 

 

 

 

 

530 pm Zoom Devos 

4 

 

 

 

 

4-6 pm Food Pantry 

5 

9 am Zoom Devos 

6 

Last day of 
Summer Lunch 

7 

9-10 am Food Pantry 

8 

830 am Zoom Devos 

930 am Worship 

9 

 

10 am-2 pm      
Day Camp 

10 

 

10 am-2 pm      
Day Camp 

 

 

530 pm Zoom Devos 

11 

 

10 am-2 pm      
Day Camp 

 

 

4-6 pm Food Pantry 

12 

9 am Zoom Devos 
 

10 am-2 pm      
Day Camp 

13 

 

10 am-2 pm      
Day Camp 

14 

9-10 am Food Pantry 

15 

830 am Zoom Devos 

930 am Worship 
with Blessing of 
Backpacks 

16 

First day of 
school for most 
JSD students 

17 

 

 

 

 

530 pm Zoom Devos 

18 

SOV at the 
Glory Hall 

 

4-6 pm Food Pantry 

530 pm Book Club 

7 pm Council  

19 

9 am Zoom Devos 

20 21 

9-10 am Food Pantry 

22 

830 am Zoom Devos 

930 am Worship 

23 24 

 

 

 

 

530 pm Zoom Devos 

25 

 

 

 

 

4-6 pm Food Pantry 

26 

9 am Zoom Devos 

27 28 

8 a.m. to Noon 

Rummage Sale 
(tentative date)  
 

9-10 am Food Pantry 

29 

830 am Zoom Devos 

930 am Worship 

30 31 

 

 

 

 

530 pm Zoom Devos 

    

 
Food Pantry Order Pick-Up:  

4-6 pm Wednesdays 

9-10 am on Saturdays 

Food Pantry Direct Line: 500-3588 

Food pantry details on page 3.  

SOV’s Covid Response  
We continue to monitor the City & Borough of Juneau’s 
Covid guidelines and will be flexible with how to proceed 
with gatherings and activities happening at SOV. Please 
plan to wear a mask at all in-person gatherings. Feel free to 
contact the church office with any questions or concerns.  
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Return Service Requested 

Your church family is here for prayers, visits, and encouragement. Please call if 
you would like a visit from Pastor Tari, or anytime you can use a kind word.   
 
Pastor Tari enjoys opportunities to go for walks while visiting with folks.  Feel 
free to call her and plan a time to go for a walk.   
 
We would also love to hear from you with comments about or submissions to The 
Shepherd’s Voice.  If your address has changed, or if you no longer wish to be on 
our mailing list, we want to know that too.   

Rev. Tari Stage-Harvey, Pastor 

Please see inside the newsletter for the many ways we are connecting.  
 

Sunday Worship:  9:30 a.m. (via Zoom and in-person)  

Faith Formation for All Ages:  See page 2 of newsletter for details. 

Food Pantry Order Pick-Up:  9-10 am Sat. and 4-6 pm Wed. 

Food Pantry Direct Line (call with questions or to place orders): 500-3588 
 

The Shepherd’s Voice:  Editor, Becky Corson and Production/Distribution, Lewis Gates 


