
Meditation Pentecost 10 

St. Mark’s, Barriefield, Kingston 
 
May only the truth be spoken here, may on the truth be heard.  Amen. 
 
The land acknowledgement at the beginning of the service succinctly captures the 
relationship the first people had & still have, with all things, animate & inanimate, 
on the earth, in the water & in the sky.  They see everything in terms of 
relationship with each other – for the provision of food, water, shelter, clothing, 
transportation & the seasons.  This is what they believe the Creator expects from 
them.  Historically, native peoples only took from the earth, from the four-footed, 
the winged & finned creatures what was needed to survive at that time, 
preserving the rest for future use.   
 
This past Spring a group from St. James’ led a seven-week study of the “Doctrine 
of Discovery; Stolen Lands, Strong Hearts.”  This program was produced by the 
National Church, for the purpose of educating Anglican Canadians about our 
shared history with Indigenous people across Canada.  It was ecumenical & inter-
provincial with participants from across Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba & 
Saskatchewan.  Conversations & material shared was intense & enlightening as 
we learned how the Doctrine impacted the first peoples in the past & continues 
impact the first peoples & settlers today.   
 
We learned that Faith United Church had a two-acre piece of property that they 
were planning to build a new church on.  The congregation decided instead to 
offer this property to the Indigenous community in Kingston.  Much of the land is 
covered in long grass & wildflowers but there are also gardens & sacred spaces 
for prayer & meditation.  Vegetables from the gardens are donated to area food 
banks.  The property is located on the east side of hwy 15, north of Tim Hortons, 
but before you get to the Country Inn.  People can visit “Walking the Path of 
Peace Together” at any time.  A colourful sign close to the highway identifies the 
property. 
 
Early this week Mary Simon, was installed as Canada’s 30th Governor General & 
Canada’s first Indigenous Governor General.  It goes without saying this is an 
historic moment in Canada’s history.  The connection between Indigenous people 
& the crown go back to the 1493 Doctrine of Discovery, which gave explorers the 
authorization to claim vacant lands, that is, lands not occupied by Christians, in 



the name of the sovereign for their express use.  The Doctrine has had a direct 
impact on the various laws affecting the first peoples, residential & industrial day 
schools & land treaties.  The fact that the new Governor General is the Queen’s 
representative in Canada, speaks volumes.  I look forward with interest & hopeful 
expectation for a new direction in the shared journey of Indigenous & non-
Indigenous people in Canada.  
 
For some time now I have been following a theology study program.  It has been a 
slow process for me but very insightful.  The current unit is about Christian Ethics, 
particularly ethics for ministry.  The course outline starts with Luke 10:25-28 – a 
conversation between a lawyer & Jesus in which the lawyer asks what he must do 
to inherit eternal life.  He seems to understand the law to “love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all 
your mind; and to love your neighbour as yourself.”  Jesus replies “You have given 
the right answer; do this and you will love.”  Notice Jesus says “do this”, not “say 
this”.  For Jesus, it’s important that we not merely say the right words, but 
through the living of our lives we do the right things; & demonstrate Christ’s love 
to our neighbours – whoever God brings into our lives.   
 
Jesus then addresses the lawyer by describing a situation, as found in the parable 
of The Good Samaritan.  We can read this parable at face value & easily identify 
which character did the right thing.  The challenge for us is to apply that parable 
to every day events & issues.  How can we apply it to the Indigenous population 
who have struggled for years in North America & world-wide?  Who were the 
robbers that left them as victims?  Who should be the Good Samaritans & just as 
importantly, how should they help?  How would this parable be applied in 
reference to refugees; to the homeless; to visible minorities?  Our neighbours are 
everywhere!  And they need our help.   
 
This raises the question of in whom or where Christ is. For example where is he in 
the “poor”, or rather, people who are currently in economic distress.  Is Christ IN 
us?  Or is he IN the poor?  When we minister with the “poor”, do we see Christ in 
their face?  Or is he in us, acting through us?  Maybe Christ is IN the action we do 
as we serve another person.  When we are working at a food bank or kitchen, 
Christ is in the action of giving that people a meal, or clothing, or a drink.  It is in 
the action of living together, praying together, suffering together, that the Spirit 
of Christ is activated.  Jesus says that when two or three are gathered together, 
there he is.  He is in the in-between space.   
 



The role of the deacon is to take the church out into the world & to bring the 
concerns of the world into the church community.  It’s kind of like raising up dust, 
or as the Primate said at the recent Anglican Deacons of Canada general meeting, 
we are to serve as the “foot in the door” so it does not close & separate the 
church from the concerns of the world.  But as baptized Christians, we are all 
called into ministry.  It is not for the few but the many.   
 
In this post-pandemic world, we need to ask where & how the church will fit in.  
The past few weeks & months have painfully brought forward the dark history of 
the federal government in partnership with church leaders have been complicit.  
Was the government & the church, the robbers in the parable of The Good 
Samaritan?  Can we & should we be the Good Samaritan?  And if so, how?   
 
Over the centuries, the church has undergone many changes.  Not all of them 
have been welcomed enthusiastically, but as we endeavour to “make the circle 
larger” to become more inclusive, the church will continue to experience growth.  
We are all God’s children, every one of us regardless of gender, race, colour.  He 
wants us to be part of His family.  It is up to us to reach out in Christ to love our 
neighbours as ourselves. 
 
“He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?”  
Micah 6:8 
 
Amen. 


