
TRANSFORMED COMMUNITY 

 

I heard the story of a taxi driver in New York City.  It was getting late and so he went out to collect 

his last fare of the day.  When he arrived at the address he pulled up and honked his horn.  He 

waited and waited, but no one came out.  Normally, he would have just driven away, but something 

inside him told him to stay.  Finally, he went up to the door and knocked.  A small woman in her 

90s came to the door and handed him her suitcase.  She gave him the address and said to the taxi 

driver, “Could you take me to a couple places on the way?”  

 

He learned that she was actually on her way to hospice care.  She had an illness that would soon 

lead to her death, so she was on her last trip to the place she would die.  On her way she wanted to 

visit some of the places that she knew.  They drove through the neighborhood where she and her 

husband had lived when they were newlyweds.  She had the driver pull up in front of the furniture 

warehouse that once had been a ballroom where she had gone dancing as a girl.  Sometimes she 

simply asked the driver to slow down in front of a particular building or corner, and she would sit 

staring into the darkness saying nothing.  

  

Hours past, and they eventually arrived at the hospice center.  By this time the driver was in tears, 

and refused to let her pay.  He got out and opened her door and then bent down and gave her a hug.  

She hugged him tight and said “Thank you for giving an old woman a little moment of joy.”  The 

driver walked her to the door and then watched as it shut behind her, knowing that the sound of the 

door closing was the closing of a life.  

 

As he drove home there was one thought that kept going through his mind.  What if that woman had 

gotten an angry driver or one who was impatient at the end of his shift?  What if he had refused to 

take that fare, or if he had just honked once and then driven away?  In the article he was quoted as 

saying, “I don’t think that I have done anything more important in my life.” 

 

Today we are continuing in our series looking at Counter-Cultural Living.  God has called us to be 

different, to stand out in the world.  One of the ways that we are called to stand out is in the way that 

we treat one another.  Today I want us to talk about the fact that God has called us to be part of a 

transformed community. 

 

Col 3:8-14 But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, 

and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self 

with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the 

image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, 

Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and 

dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 

Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as 

the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in 

perfect unity. 

 

I love the local church.  I have been a pastor now for 30 years.  I love my job, I would do this even 

if I was not paid to do this.  The reason I am a pastor is because I believe that the local church is the 

hope of the world.  It is the vehicle that God uses to bring transformation to this world.   

 

Psa 26:8 I love the house where you live, O LORD, the place where your glory dwells. 



Nothing on earth has greater potential to change lives and carry out His kingdom work in your 

community, than your local church. There's nothing like the local church when it's working right. Its 

beauty is indescribable. Its power is breathtaking. Its potential is unlimited. No other organization 

on earth is like the church. Nothing even comes close. -- Bill Hybels 

 

In writing to the church in Colossae, Paul explains what biblical community is supposed to look 

like.  In contrasting the old with the new, he gives us a clear picture of what it is; 

 

1. Take off the Old 

 

The first step in building biblical community is recognizing and being ruthless with things that 

destroy it.  The words that Paul uses here are interesting.  He begins by listing anger.  Anger is 

usually the result of an unmet expectation.  When someone does something that hurts us, the result 

is anger.  Their action can be intentional or unintentional, but the result is the same.  You harbor 

bitterness and unforgiveness against the person.   

 

Anger leads to rage.  The word used in the Greek is THUMOS which literally means to breathe 

hard.  Have you ever seen anyone so mad that they were actually breathing hard?  That is the picture 

here.  Someone who has allowed their anger to dominate them to the point where it has affected 

them physically, changing their breathing pattern. 

 

Rage leads to malice.  This means that you anger has spilled out into words.  Malice means to think 

and speak evil of a person, to say bad things about them.  James reminds us that sin often manifests 

through the words that we speak. 

 

James 3:5-6 Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider 

what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among 

the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is 

itself set on fire by hell. 

 

Malice leads to slander.  That is where you not only speak badly of a person but you intentionally 

begin to fabricate rumors about them.  Your anger has spilled over to hatred and you are no longer 

seeking reconciliation.  Your only focus now is to see them suffer. 

 

Slander leads to filthy language.  A person that is harboring hatred in their heart will let that 

unforgiveness continue to eat away at them like cancer until their whole character is affected.  From 

out of a sinful heart, the mouth speaks. 

 

What is important here is to understand the progression.  One thing if not deal with will lead to the 

next and then the next.  A single comment that is misunderstood or even a look that is 

misinterpreted can lead to anger and hatred and eventually death.  Like a spark that sets a forest on 

fire, sin can corrupt the heart and destroy a life. 

 

This is why dealing with issues immediately is so important.  This is why speaking the truth is 

essential in biblical community.  Paul tells the church not to lie to each other.  Make sure that you 

speak the truth.  This is especially important in a community that is diverse.  Paul wrote: 

 

 



Col 3:11 Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or 

free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 

 

Look around the room right now.  We are a very diverse church.  We come from many radically 

different backgrounds and cultures.  We come from many different denominational backgrounds 

and traditions as well.  There are so many different things that could cause misunderstanding and 

divide us if we allowed them to. 

 

Speaking the truth and dealing with conflict quickly is essential.  When Naomi and lived on the 

Doulos, we were surrounded by 300 people from over 60 countries.  Inevitably we would say things 

or do things that would offend others. 

 

I remember very early on when we were on our flight to South Africa where the ship was docked.  

There was a new recruit, a guy from England in the seat ahead of us.  The stewardess came along 

and asked what we wanted to drink and he ordered a beer.  All the people from traditional 

backgrounds were shocked by this. 

 

At the orientation I was speaking with a guy from Mongolia.  He was one of the first missionaries 

ever sent from Mongolia.  The problem was that his English was not very good.  He had learned it 

from TV, so he did not know that swear words were not an appropriate thing to say.   

 

Along the way we found out that there were many things that we needed to avoid doing.  In some 

cultures, the simple hand gesture of saying to someone “come here” is very offensive.  It is the 

gesture used in calling a prostitute.  So, we learned to use a different gesture.  We learned never to 

show the bottom of our feet to anyone from an Arabic culture, as well as so many other things. 

 

Bottom line, we learned to deal with offence quickly.  We came up with the phrase, “you are 

shocking my culture” as a way to communicate offense to a person but not laying blame or guilt.  

Though we were a very diverse group, we learned to live together in love.  It starts with openness 

and honesty.  It is focusing on the things that unite you and not the things that divide you.  It is 

dealing with offences quickly and effectively.   

 

I cannot tell you how many times we would pull into a port and have visitors come on board and 

comment on how amazing it was to see so many people from such diverse backgrounds living 

together in a loving community.  It is something that does not often happen in the world.  It is 

different, so it is noticed by all. 

 

Think of the disciples that followed Jesus.  One was a tax collector.  One was a physician.  Some 

were fishermen.  One was a woman who was a prostitute and had been possessed by demons. Some 

were poor, some were wealthy.  Some were outgoing, others were introspective.  They were a 

diverse community that had one thing in common, they had all found transforming life and power 

through the person and gospel of Jesus. 

 

2. Put on the New 

 

So what are the things that build biblical community?  Paul tells us here.  We take off the old, but 

we put on the new. 

 



Col 3:12-13 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive 

whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 

 

In starts with compassion.  In the King James version, it uses the words Bowels of Mercy.  Have 

you ever wondered what that means?  It is a literal translation of the two Greek words that are used 

here.  One is SPAGCHNON which literally means your intestines or bowels and OIKTIRMOS 

which means mercy.  Together it is the picture of someone with feelings of compassion for another.  

Anger and compassion are opposites.  Anger is all about you, what you are feeling, how you were 

wronged.  Compassion is all about others.  It means thinking of the needs of others before your own.   

 

Compassion leads to kindness.  When you are thinking of others and your goal is to put others first 

then it is easy to reach out and act in kindness and love towards them. 

 

Kindness shows itself in humility, love and patience. 

 

At the heart of biblical community is forgiveness.  Notice again what destroys community.  Anger 

leads to rage which leads to malice and so on.  Forgiveness is what stops anger in it’s tracks.  When 

you are wronged, you have a choice to make.  You can either get biter or you can get better.  You 

can choose to either stoke the fire or extinguish it.  You can allow unforgiveness to grow into 

bitterness or you can choose to forgive. 

 

One author wrote, "Forgiveness is the economy of the heart... forgiveness saves the expense of 

anger, the cost of hatred, the waste of spirits." 

 

Again, the key to biblical community is communication.  It is not simply carrying these attitudes in 

your heart but speaking them into the lives of the people around you.  Instead of malice, slander and 

filthy language, you speak words of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience to 

others. 

 

Communication is an important part of any relationship.  Maybe you have heard the story of the 

woman who went to court and told the judge she wanted a divorce.  The judge asked her, “Do you 

have any grounds for a divorce?” “Yes” she replied, “we have two acres of land.”  “No, no” The 

Judge said, “I mean, do you have a grudge?"  Puzzled the woman said, “No, we just park the car in 

the front of the house.”  “No, no” the Judge said growing frustrated, “Does your husband beat you 

up?”  She replied, “No, I usually get up before he does.”  Finally, the judge said, “Why is it that you 

want a divorce!?”  She said, “Well judge, we just don't seem to be able to communicate.” 

 

3. Bind us Together Lord… 

 

Notice how Paul ends this passage that we read; 

 

Col 3:14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

 

Love is the key to transformed community.  Love is other’s focused.  Love puts others first.  Love 

seeks to give, not to get.  It stays with it, even when things get tough.  It endures through hardship 

and pain.  It endures. 

 



1Co 13:4-8 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It is not 

rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not 

delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 

perseveres. 8 Love never fails… 

 

Once upon a time the Lone Ranger and Tonto were riding through a canyon when suddenly they 

were surrounded on all sides by Indian warriors. Tonto looked to the Lone Ranger and asked, “What 

do we do, Kimosabe?”  They try riding east but the trail is blocked.  Again, Tonto asks, “What do 

we do Kimosabe?” They try riding west but again the trail is blocked.  Finally, the Lone Ranger 

turns to Tonto and says, “I do not know how we are going to get out of this.  What do you think we 

should do?” Tonto looks around at the surrounding warriors and answers, “What do you mean ‘WE’ 

paleface?” 

 

Love is the key to biblical community.  With love you can agree to disagree but still work together.  

Unity is not the result of uniformity.  You do not have to be the same to have community.  Unity is 

also not simply union, the fact that you are stuck together so you may as well make the most of it.  

That is not unity. 

 

There can be union without unity: tie two cats together by their tails and throw them over a 

clothesline. There you will have union, but certainly not unity! 

 

Unity is when we make the decision to live in community despite our failings, despite our 

differences.  It sees beyond our flaws and rests in our faith.  It is all about love. 

 

Saint Jerome recounts that the Apostle John, after surviving his exile on the island of Patmos, went 

and lived in the city of Ephesus in his old age.  On Sundays he would be carried with difficulty into 

the church by his disciples. He had no strength for lengthy exhortation, but could only say, 

AGAPOMEN ALLELUS - Let us love one another.  At length, the disciples and church members 

who were there, wearied by the repetition, asked, “Master, why do you always say this?” He replied 

“Because it is the Lord’s command and if that alone is done, it is enough.”  

 

If you are older you may remember that old song we used to sing; 

 

Bind us together Lord, bind us together 

With chords that cannot be broken 

Bind us together Lord, bind us together Lord 

Bind us together in love 

There is only one God, there is only one king 

There is only one body, that is why we sing 

 

How true this song is.  As God brings us together and then connects us to the body of Christ there is 

a strength that we experience that is beyond anything that we can experience in and of ourselves.   

 

Psa 133:1-3 How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity! 2 It is like precious oil 

poured on the head, running down on the beard, running down on Aaron's beard, down upon the 

collar of his robes. 3 It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the LORD 

bestows his blessing, even life forevermore. 

 



Morris chapman had a song based on this Psalm; 

 

Behold how good and pleasant it is for us to dwell together 

Behold how good and pleasant it is for us to dwell together 

In unity sweet harmony and love. 

For there the Lord pours out his blessings even life forevermore. 

He pours out His oil of refreshing; the bond of Peace - the bond of Peace He does restore! 

 

How good and pleasant it is for us to dwell together.  I have had the opportunity to visit many 

different nations.  The one thing that I have found is that, wherever you go, when you meet another 

born again Christian there is an immediate connection.   

 

When we lived in Kuwait I had gone to a conference in the States.  On my way back, I was going 

through Frankfurt airport.  I had about a 4-hour layover so I grabbed some food and then I just 

found a place to sit and wait.  As I was sitting there I noticed this man sitting across the way from 

me.  He seemed very pleasant so I started up a conversation with him.  Turns out that he was a 

pastor from Tanzania.  He found out that I was a pastor in Kuwait and we spent the next few hours 

talking and laughing about the joys and challenges of being a pastor.  We were from very different 

cultures and lived in very different parts of the world, but we were brothers in Christ.  When I left, I 

felt like I was leaving someone I had known all my life.  

 

The life of a follower of Jesus is like that. You run into someone and you walk with them for a 

season and then you go separate ways, knowing that you will one day see them again in glory.   

 

 


